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VORWORT ZUR ENGLISCHEN AUSGABE 



Ein theologisches Buch erhalt erst dadurch einen Platz in 
der Weltlitteratur, dass es Deutsch und Englisch gelesen wer- 
den kann. Diese beiden Sprachen zusammen haben auf dem 
Gebiete der Wissenschaft vom Christenthum das Lateinische 
abgelost. Es ist mir daher eine grosse Freude, dass mein Lehr- 
buch der Dogmengeschichte in das Englische iibersetzt worden 
ist , und ich sage dem Uebersetzer sowie den Verlegern meinen 
besten Dank. 

Der schwierigste Theil der Dogmengeschichte ist ihr Anfang, 
nicht nur weil in dem Anfang die Keime fiir alle spateren Ent- 
wickelungen liegen, und daher ein Beobachtungsfehler beim 
Beginn die Richtigkeit der ganzen folgenden Darstellung bedroht, 
sondern auch desshalb, weil die Auswahl des wichtigsten Stoffs 
aus der Geschichte des Urchristenthums und der biblischen 
Theologie ein schweres Problem ist. Der Eine wird finden, dass 
ich zu viel in das Buch aufgenommen habe, und der Andere 
zu wenig — vielleicht haben Beide recht; ich kann dagegen nur 
anfiihren, dass sich mir die getroffene Auswahl nach wieder- 
holtem Nachdenken und Experimentiren auf s Neue erprobt hat. 

Wer ein theologisches Buch aufschlagt, fragt gewohnlich zu- 
erst nach dem "Standpunkt" des Verfassers. Bei geschicht- 
lichen Darstellungen soUte man so nicht fragen. Hier handelt 
es sich darum, ob der Verfasser einen Sinn hat fiir den Gegen- 
stand den er darstellt, ob er Originales und Abgeleitetes zu 
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VI VORWORT 

unterscheiden versteht, ob er seinen Stoff volkommen kennt, 
ob er sich der Grenzen des geschichtlichen Wissens bewusst 
ist, und ob er wahrhaftig ist. Diese Forderungen enthalten den 
kategorischen Imperativ fiir den Historiker; aber nur indem 
man rastlos an sich selber arbeitet, sind sie zu erfiillen, — so 
ist jede geschichtliche Darstellung eine ethische Aufgabe. Der 
Historiker soil in jedem Sinn treu sein: ob er das gewesen ist, 
darnach soil man fragen. 

Berlifiy am i. Mai, 1894. 

Adolf Harnack. 



THE AUTHOR'S 
PREFACE TO THE ENGLISH EDITION 

No theological book can obtain a place in the literature of 
the world unless it can be read both in German and in English. 
These two languages combined have taken the place of Latin 
in the sphere of Christian Science. I am therefore greatly 
pleased to learn that my "History of Dogma" has been trans- 
lated into English, and I offer my warmest thanks both to the 
translator and to the- publishers. 

The most difficult part of the history of dogma is the be- 
ginning, not only because it contains the germs of all later 
developments, and therefore an error in observation here endangers 
the correctness of the whole following account, but also because 
the selection of the most important material from the history 
of primitive Christianity and biblical theology is a hard problem. 
Some will think that I have admitted too much into the book, 
others too little. Perhaps both are right. I can only reply that 
after repeated consideration and experiment I continue to be 
satisfied with my selection. 

In taking up a theological book we are in the habit of en- \ 
quiring first of all as to the "stand-point" of the Author. In 
a historical work there is no room for such enquiry. The 
question here is, whether the Author is in sympathy with the 
subject about which he writes, whether he can distinguish | 
original elements from those that are derived, whether he has 
a thorough acquaintance with his material, whether he is con- 
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scious of the limits of historical knowledge, and whether he is 
truthful. These requirements constitute the categorical impera- 
tive for the historian: but they can only be fulfilled by an 
unwearied self-discipline. Hence every historical study is an i 

ethical task. The historian ought to be faithful in every sense 
of the word; whether he has been so or not is the question 
on which his readers have to decide. 

Berlin, ist. May, 1894. \ 

Adolf Harnack. 
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FROM THE 
AUTHOR'S PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION 

The task of describing the genesis of ecclesiastical dogma 
which I have attempted to perform in the following pages, 
has hitherto been proposed by very few scholars, and properly 
speaking undertaken by one only. I must therefore crave the 
indulgence of those acquainted with the subject for an attempt 
which no future historian of dogma can avoid. 

At first I meant to confine myself to narrower limits, but 
I was unable to carry out that intention, because the new 
arrangement of the material required a more detailed justifi- 
cation. Yet no one will find in the book, which presupposes 
the knowledge of Church history so far as it is given in the 
ordinary manuals, any repertory of the theological thought of 
Christian antiquity. The diversity of Christian ideas, or of ideas i^ 
closely related to Christianity, was very great in the first cen- 
turies. For that very reason a selection was necessary; but 
it was required, above all, by the aim of the work. The history 
of dogma has to give an account, only of those doctrines of 
Christian writers which were authoritative in wide circles, or 
which furthered the advance of the development; otherwise 
it would become a collection of monographs, and thereby lose 
its proper value. I have endeavoured to subordinate every- 
thing to the aim of exhibiting the development which led to 
the ecclesiastical dogmas, and therefore have neither, for example, 
communicated the details of the gnostic systems, nor brought 
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forward in detail the theological ideas of Clemens Romanus> 
Ignatius, etc. Even a history of Paulinism will be sought for 
in the book in vain. It is a task by itself, to trace the after- 
effects of the theology of Paul in the post- Apostolic age. The 
History of Dogma can only furnish fragments here; for it is 
not consistent with its task to give an accurate account of the 
history of a theology the effects of which were at first very 
limited. It is certainly no easy matter to determine what was 
authoritative in wide circles at the time when dogma was first 
being developed, and I may confess that I have found the 
working out of the third chapter of the first book very diffi- 
cult. But I hope that the severe limitation in the material 
will be of service to the subject. If the result of this limita- 
tion should be to lead students to read connectedly the manual 
which has grown out of my lectures, my highest wish will be 
gratified. 

There can be no great objection to the appearance of a 
text-book on the history of dogma at the present time. We 
now know in what direction we have to work; but we still 
want a history of Christian theological ideas in their relation 
to contemporary philosophy. / Above all, we have not got an 
exact knowledge of the Hellenistic philosophical terminologies 
in their development up to the fourth century. I have keenly 
felt this want, which can only be remedied by well-directed 
common labour. I have made a plentiful use of the contro- 
versial treatise of Celsus against Christianity, of which little 
use has hitherto been made for the history of dogma. On 
the other hand, except in a few cases, I have deemed it in- 
admissible to adduce parallel passages, easy to be got, from 
Philo, Seneca, Plutarch, Epictetus, Marcus Aurelius, Porphyry, 
etc.; for only a comparison strictly carried out would have 
been of value here. I have been able neither to borrow such 
from others, nor to furnish it myself. Yet I have ventured 
to submit my work, because, in my opinion, it is possible to 
prove the dependence of dogma on the Greek spirit, without 
being compelled to enter into a discussion of all the details. 

The Publishers of the Encyclopaedia Britannica have allowed 



me to print here, in a form but slightly altered, the articles 
on Neoplatonism and Manichceism which I wrote for their 
work, and for this I beg to thank them. 

It is now eighty-three years since my grandfather, Gustav 
Ewers, edited in German the excellent manual on the earliest 
history of dogma by Munter, and thereby got his name asso> 
ciated with the history of the founding of the new study. May 
the work of the grandson be found not unworthy of the clear 
and disciplined mind which presided over the beginnings of 
the young science. 

Giessen, ist. August, 1885. 
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AUTHOR'S 
PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION 

In the two years that have passed since the appearance of 
the first edition I have steadily kept in view the improvement of 
this work and have endeavoured to learn from the reviews 
of it that have appeared. I owe most to the study of Weiz- 
sacker's work, on the Apostolic Age, and his notice of the first 
edition of this volume in the Gottinger gelehrte Anzeigen, 
1886, No. 21. The latter, in several decisive passages concern- 
ing the general conception, drew my attention to the fact 
that I had emphasised certain points too strongly, but had 
not given due prominence to others of equal importance, while 
not entirely overlooking them. I have convinced myself that 
these hints were, almost throughout, well founded, and have 
taken pains to meet them in the new edition. I have also 
. learned from Heinrici's commentary on the Second Epistle to 
the Corinthians, and from Bigg's "Lectures on the Christian 
Platonists of Alexandria". Apart from these works there has 
appeared very little that could be of significance for my histor- 
ical account; but I have once more independently considered 
the main problems, and in some cases, after repeated reading 
of the sources, checked my statements, removed mistakes and 
explained what had been too briefly stated. Thus, in particular. 
Chapter II. §§ 1-3 of the "Presuppositions", also the Third 
Chapter of the First Book (especially Section 6), also in the 
Second Book, Chapter I. and Chapter II. (under B), the Third 
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Chapter (Supplement 3 and excursus on " Catholic and Romish "), 
the Fifth Chapter (under i and 3) and the Sixth Chapter (under 
2) have been subjected to changes and greater additions. 
Finally, a new excursus has been added on the various modes 
of conceiving pre-existence, and in other respects many things 
have been improved in detail. The size of the book has thereby 
been increased by about fifty pages. As I have been misrepre- 
sented by some as one who knew not how to appreciate the 
uniqueness of the Gospel history and the evangelic faith, while 
others have conversely reproached me with making the history 
of dogma proceed from an "apostasy" from the Gospel to 
Hellenism, I have taken pains to state my opinions on both 
these points as clearly as possible. In doing so I have only 
wrought out the hints which were given in the first edition 
and which, as I supposed, were sufficient for readers. But it 
is surely a reasonable desire when I request the critics in 
reading the paragraphs which treat of the "Presuppositions", 
not to forget how difficult the questions there dealt with are, 
both in themselves and from the nature of the sources, and 
how exposed to criticism the historian is who attempts to 
unfold his position towards them in a few pages. As is self- 
evident, the centre of gravity of the book lies in that which S 
forms its subject proper, in the account of the origin of dogma 
within the Graeco-Roman empire. But one should not on that 
'account, as many have done, pass over the beginning which 
lies before the beginning, or arbitrarily adopt a starting-point 
of his own; for everything here depends on where and how 
one begins. I have not therefore been able to follow the well- 
meant counsel to simply strike out the "Presuppositions". 

I would gladly have responded to another advice to work 
up the notes into the text; but I would then have been 
compelled to double the size of some chapters. The form of 
this book, in many respects awkward, may continue as it is 
so long as it represents the difficulties by which the subject 
is still pressed. When they have been removed — and the 
smallest number of them lie in the subject matter — I will 
gladly break up this form of the book and try to give it 
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another shape. For the friendly reception given to it I have 
to offer my heartiest thanks. But against those who, believing 
themselves in possession of a richer view of the history here 
related, have called my conception meagre, I appeal to the 
beautiful words of TertuUian; "Malumus in scripturis minus, 
si forte, sapere quam contra'*. 

Marburgy 24th. December, 1887. 



AUTHOR'S 
PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION 

In the six years that have passed since the appearance of 
the second edition I have continued to work at the book, and 
have made use of the new sources and investigations that have 
appeared during this period, as well as corrected and extended 
my account in many passages. Yet I have not found it ne- 
cessary to make many changes in the second half of the 
work. The increase of about sixty pages is almost entirely in 
the first half. 

BerliUy 31st. December, 1893. 
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CHAPTER I 

PROLEGOMENA TO THE DISCIPLINE OF THE HISTORY 

OF DOGMA 

§ I. The Idea and Task of the History of Dogma. 

1. The History of Dogma is a discipline of general Church 
History, which has for its object the dogmas of the Church. 
These dogmeis are the doctrines of the Christian faith logic- 
ally formulated and expressed for scientific and apologetic 
purposes, the contents of which are a knowledge of God, of the 
world, and of the provisions made by God for man's salvation. 
The Christian Churches teach them as the truths revealed in 
Holy Scripture, the acknowledgment of which is the condition 
of the salvation which religion promises. But as the adherents 
of the Christian religion had not these dogmas from the be- 
ginning, so far, at least, as they form a connected system, the 
business of the history of dogma is, in the first place, to as- 
certain the origin of Dogmas (of Dogma), and then secondly, 
to describe their development (their variations). 

2. We cannot draw any hard and fast line between the 
time of the origin and that of the development of dogma; 
they rather shade off into one another. But we shall have to 
look for the final point of division at the time when an arti- 
cle of faith logically formulated and scientifically expressed, 
was first raised to the articulus constitutivus ecclesuB^ and 
as such was universally enforced by the Church. Now that 
first happened when the doctrine of Christ, as the pre- 
existent and personal Logos of God, had obtained acceptance 
everywhere in the confederated Churches as the revealed and 
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2 HISTORY OF DOGMA [Chap. i. 

fundamental doctrine of faith, that is, about the end of the 
third century or the beginning of the fourth. We must there- 
fore, in our account, take this as the final point of division. ^ 
As to the development of dogma, it seems to have closed in 
the Eastern Church with the seventh CEcumenical Council (787). 
After that time no further dogmas were set up in the East as 
revealed truths. As to the Western Catholic, that is, the 
Romish Church, a new dogma was promulgated as late as the 
year 1870, which claims to be, and in point of form really 
is, equal in dignity to the old dogmas. Here, therefore, the 
History of Dogma must extend to the present time. Finally, 
as regards the Protestant Churches, they are a subject of spe- 
cial difficulty in the sphere of the history of dogma ; for at the 
present moment there is no agreement within these Churches 
as to whether and in what sense dogmas, (as the word was 
used in the ancient Church) are valid. But even if we leave 
the present out of account and fix our attention on the Prot- 
estant Churches of the i6tt century, the decision is difficult. 
For, on the one hand, the Protestant faith, the Lutheran as 
well as the Reformed (and that of Luther no less), presents 
itself as a doctrine of faith which, resting on the Catholic 
canon of scripture is, in point of form, quite analogous to the 
Catholic doctrine of faith, has a series of dogmas in common 
with it, and only differs in a few. On the other hand, Prot- 

I Weizsacker, Gott. Gel. Anz. 1886, p. 823 f., says., "It is a question whether 
we should limit the account of the genesis of Ddgma to the Antenicene period 
and designate all else as a development of that. This is undoubtedly correct 
so long as our view is limited to the history of dogma of the Greek Church 
in the second period, and the development of it by the CEcumenical Synods. 
On the other hand, the Latin Church, in its own way and in its own province, 
.becomes productive from the days of Augustine onwards; the formal significa- 
tion of dogma in the narrower sense becomes different in the Middle ages. 
Both are repeated in a much greater measure through the Reformation. We 
may therefore, in opposition to that division into genesis and development, re- 
gard the whole as a continuous process in which the contents as well as the 
formal authority of dogma are in process, of continuous development." This view 
is certainly just, and I think is indicated by myself in what follows. We have 
to decide here, as so often elsewhere in our account, between rival points of 
view. The view favoured by me has the advantage of making the nature of 
dogma clearly appear as a product of the mode of thought of the early church, 
and that is what it has remained, in spite of all changes both in form and 
substance, till the present day. 
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estantism has taken its stand in principle on the Gospel ex- 
clusively, and declared its readiness at all times to test all 
doctrines afresh by a true understanding of the Gospel. The 
Reformers, however, in addition to this began to unfold a 
conception of Christianity which might be described in con- 
trast with the Catholic type of religion, as a new conception, 
and which indeed draws support from the old dogmas, but 
changes their original significance materially and formally. 
What this conception was may still be ascertained from those 
writings received by the Church, the Protestant symbols of 
the 16* century, in which the larger part of the traditionary 
dogmas are recognised as the -appropriate expression of the 
Christian religion, nay, as the Christian religion itself. ' Ac- 
cordingly, it can neither be maintained that the expression of 
the Christian faith in the form of dogmas is abolished in the 
Protestant Churches — the very acceptance of the Catholic 
canon as the revealed record of faith is opposed to that view — 
nor that its meaning has remained absolutely unchanged. * 
The history of dogma has simply to recognise this state of 
things, and to represent it exactly as it lies before us in the 
documents. 

But the point to which the historian should advance here 
still remains an open question. If we adhere strictly to the 
definition of the idea of dogma given above, this much is 
certain, that dogmas were no longer set up after the Formula 
of Concord, or in the case of the Reformed Church, after the 
decrees of the Synod of Dort. It cannot, however, be main- 
tained that they have been set aside in the centuries that 

I See KatCenbusch. Lather's Stellung zu den Qkumeniscfaen Symbolen, 18S3. 

3 See Ritschl, Geschichte des Fietismus. I p. 80 ff.: 93 ff. II. p. 60 f.: SS f. 
"The Luthenui view of life did not remain pure and nndefiled, but was limited 
and obscured by the preponderance of dogmatic interests. Protestantism was 
not delivered from the womb of the western Church of the middle ages in full 
power and equipment, like Athene from the head of Jupiter. The incomplete- 
ness of its ethical view, the splitting up of its general conceptions into a 
aeries of particular dogmas, the tendency to express its beliefs as a hard and 
hat whole, are defects which soon made Protestantism appear to disadviuitage 
In comparison with the wealth of Mediaeval theology and asceticism. . . The 
scholastic form of pure doctrine is really only the provisional, and not the 
final form of Protestantism." 
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have passed since then ; for apart from some Protestant Nation- 
al and independent Churches, which are too insignificant and 
whose future is too uncertain to be taken into account here, 
the ecclesiastical tradition of the i6th century, and along 
with it the tradition of the early Church, have not been abro- 
gated in authoritative form. Of course, changes of the greatest 
importance with regard to doctrine have appeared everywhere 
in Protestantism from the i/th century to the present day. 
But these changes cannot in any sense be taken into account 
in a history of dogma, because they have not as yet attained 
a form valid for the Church. However we may judge of these 
changes, whether we regard them as corruptions or improve- 
ments, or explain the want of fixity in which the Protestant 
Churches find themselves, as a situation that is forced on 
them, or the situation that is agreeable to them and for which 
they are adapted, in no sense is there here a development 
which could be described as history of dogma. 

These facts would seem to justify those who, like Thomasius 
and Schmid, carry the history of dogma in Protestantism to the 
the Formula of Concord, or in the case of the Reformed Church 
to the decrees of the Synod of Dort. But it may be objected 
to this boundary line; (i) That those symbols have at all times 
attained only a partial authority in Protestantism; (2) That as 
noted above, the dogmas, that is, the formulated doctrines of 
faith have different meanings on different matters in the Pro- 
testant and in the Catholic Churches. Accordingly, it seems 
advisable within the frame-work of the history of dogma, to 
examine Protestantism only so far as this is necessary for 
obtaining a knowledge of its deviations from the Catholic dogma 
materially and formally, that is, to ascertain the original 
position of the Reformers with regard to the doctrine of the 
Church, a position which is beset with contradictions. The more 
accurately we determine the relation of the Reformers to 
Catholicism, the more intelligible will be the developments 
which Protestantism has passed through in the course of its 
history. But these developments themselves (retrocession and 
advance) do not belong to the sphere of the history of dogma, 
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because they stand in no comparable relation to the course 
of the history of dogma within the Catholic Church. As his- 
tory of Protestant doctrines they form a peculiar independent 
province of Church history. 

As to the division of the history of dogma, it consists of 
two main parts. The first has to describe the origin of dogma, 
that is of the Apostolic Catholic system of doctrine based on the 
foundation of' the tradition authoritatively embodied in the 
creeds and Holy scripture, and extends to the beginning of 
the fourth century. This may be conveniently divided into 
two parts, the first of which will treat of th# preparation, the 
second of the e^ablishment of the ecclesiastical doctrine of 
faith. The second main part which has to portray the develop- ' 
ment of dogma, comprehends three stages. In the first stage 
the doctrine of faith appears as Theology and Christology. 
The Eastern Church has never got begond this stage, although 
it has to a large extent enriched dogma ritually and mystically 
(see the decrees of the seventh council). We will have to shew 
how the doctrines of faith formed in this stage have remained 
for all time in the Church dogmas xar' i^o^ijv. The second 
stage was initiated by Augustine. The doctrine of faith appears 
here on the one side completed, and on the other re-expressed 
by new dogmas, which treat of the relation of sin and grace, 
freedom and grace, grace and the means of grace. The number 
and importance of the dogmas that were, in the middle ages, 
really fixed after Augustine's time, had no relation to the range 
and importance of the questions which they raised, and which 
emerged in the course of centuries in consequence of advancing 
knowledge, and not less in consequence of the growing power 
of the Church. Accordingly, in this second stage which com- 
prehends the whole of the middle ages, the Church as an 
institution kept believers together in a larger measure than 
was possible to dogmas. These in their accepted form were 
too poor to enable them to be the expression of religious 
conviction and the regulator of Church life. On the other 
hand, the new decisions of Theologians, Councils and Popes, 
did not yet possess the authority which could have made them 



6 HISTORY OF DOGMA [Chap. i. 

incontestable truths of faith. ^ The third stage' begins with the 
Reformation, which compelled the Church to fix its faith on 
the basis of the theological work of the middle ages. Thus 
arose the Roman Catholic dogma which has found in the Vatican 
decrees its provisional settlement. This Roman Catholic dogma, 
as it was formulated at Trent, was moulded in express oppo- 
sition to the Theses of the Reformers. But these Theses 
themselves represent a peculiar conception of Christianity which 
has its root in the theology of Paul and Augustine, and includes 
either explicitly or implicitly a revision of the whole ecclesi- 
astical tradition, and therefore of dogma also. The History of 
Dogma in this last stage, therefore, has a twofold task. It 
has, on the one hand, to present the Romish dogma as a product 
of the ecclesiastical development of the middle ages under the 
influence of the Reformation faith which was to be rejected, 
and on the other hand, to portray the conservative new forma- 
tion which we have in original Protestantism, and determine 
its relation to dogma. A closer examination, however, shews 
that in none of the great confessions does religion live in 
dogma, as of old. Dogma everywhere has fallen into the back 
ground; in the Eastern Church it has given place to ritual, 
in the Roman Church to ecclesiastical institutions, in the 
Protestant Churches, so far as they are mindful of their origin, 
to the Gospel. At the same time, however, the paradoxical 
fact is unmistakable that dogma as such is nowhere at this 
moment so powerful as in the Protestant Churches, though by 
their history they are furthest removed from it. Here, however, 
it comes into consideration as an object of immediate religious 
interest, which, strictly speaking, in the Catholic Church is not 
the case. * The Council of Trent was simply wrung from the 



I It is very evident how the mediaeval and old catholic dogmas were trans- 
formed in the view which Luther originally took of them. In this view we 
must remember that he did away with all the presuppositions of dogma, the 
infallible Apostolic Canon of Scripture, the infallible, teaching function of the Church, 
and the infallible Apostolic doctrine and constitution. On this basis dogmas 
can only be utterances which do not support faith but are supported by it. 
But, on the other hand, his opposition to all the Apocryphal saints which the 
Church had created, compelled him to emphasise faith alone, and to give it a 
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Romish Church, and she has made the dogmas of that council 
in a certain sense innocuous by the Vatican decrees. * In this 
sense, it may be said that the period of development of dogma 
is altogether closed, and that therefore our discipline requires 

firm basis in scripture, in order to free it from the burden of tradition. Here 
then, very soon, first by Melanchthon, a summary of articuU fidei was substituted 
for the faith, and the scriptures recovered their place as a rule. Luther him- 
self, however, is responsible for both, and so it came about that very soon 
the new evangelic standpoint was explained almost exclusively by the "aboli- 
tion of abuses", and by no means so surely by the. transformation of the whole 
doctrinal tradition. The classic authority for this is the Augsburg confession 
^^(haec fere summa est doctrina apud suos, in qua cemi potest nihil inesse, quod 
discrepet ' a scripturis vel ab ecclesia Catholica vel ab ecclesia Romana .... sed 
dissensio est de quibusdam abusibus)." The purified catholic doctrine has since 
then become the palladium of the Reformation Churches. The refuters of the 
Augustana have justly been unwilling to admit the mere "purifying", but have 
noted in addition that the Augustana does not say everything that was urged 
by Luther and the Doctors (see Ficker. Die Konfutation des Augsburgischen 
Bekenntnisse, 1891). At the same time, however, the Lutheran Church, though 
not so strongly as the English, retained the consciousness of being the true 
Catholics. But, as the history of Protestantism proves, the original impulse has 
not remained inoperative. Though Luther himself all his life measured his per- 
sonal Christian standing by an entirely different standard than subjection to a 
law of faith; yet, however presumptous the words may sound, we might say 
that in the complicated struggle that was forced on him, he did not always 
clearly understand his own faith. 

I In the modern Romish Church, Dogma is above all a judicial regulation 
which one has to submit to, and in certain circumstances submission alone is 
sufficient, fides implicita. Dogma is thereby just as much deprived of its original 
sense and its original authority as by the demand of the Reformers, that every 
thing should be based upon a clear understanding of the Gospel. Moreover, 
the changed position of the Romish Church towards dogma is also shewn by 
the fact that it no longer gives a plain answer to the question as to what 
dogma is. Instead of a series of dogmas definitely defined, and of equal value, 
there is presented an infinite multitude of whole and half dogmas, doctrinal 
directions, pious opinions, probable theological propositions, etc. It is often a 
very difficult question whether a solemn decision has or has not already been 
taken on this or that statement, or whether such a decision is still necessary. 
Everything that must be believed is nowhere stated, and so one sometimes hears 
in Catholic circles the exemplary piety of a cleric praised with the words that 
"he believes more than is necessary". The great dogmatic conflicts within the 
Catholic Church, since the Council of Trent, have been silenced by arbitrary 
Papal pronouncements and doctrinal directions. Since one has simply to accom- 
modate oneself to these as laws, it once more appears clear that dogma has 
become a judicial regulation, administered by the Pope, which is carried out 
in an administrative way and loses itself in an endless casuistry. We do not 
mean by this to deny that dogma has a decided value for the pious Catholic 
as a Summary of the faith. But in the Catholic Church it is no longer piety, 
but obedience that is decisive. The solidarity with the orthodox Protestants may 
be explained by political reasons, in order from political reasons again, to con- 
demn, where it is necessary, all Protestants as heretics and revolutionaries. 
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a statement such as belongs to a series of historical phenomena 
that has been completed. 

3. The church has recognised her faith, that is religion 
itself, in her dogmas. Accordingly, one very important busi- 
ness of the History of Dogma is to exhibit the unity that 
exists in the dogmas of a definite period, and to shew how the sev- 
eral dogmas are connected with one another and what leading 
ideas they express. But, as a matter of course, this undertaking 
has its limits in the degree of unanimity which actually existed 
in the dogmas of the particular period. It may be shewn with- 
out much difficulty, that a strict though by no means absolute 
unanimity is expressed only in the dogmas of the Greek Church. 
The peculiar character of the western post-Augustinian eccle- 
siastical conception of Christianity, no longer finds a clear 
expression in dogma, and still less is this the case with the 
conception of the Reformers. The reason of this is that 
Augustine as well as Luther disclosed a new conception of 
Christianity, but at the same time appropriated the old 
dogmas. * But neither Baur's nor Kliefoth's method of writing 
the history of dogma has done justice to this fact. Not 
Baur's, because, notwithstanding the division into six periods, 
it sees a uniform process in the development of dogma, a 
process which begins with the origin of Christianity and has 
run its course, as is alleged, in a strictly logical way. Not 
Kliefoth's, because in the dogmas of the Catholic Church 
which the East has never got beyond, it only ascertains the 
establishment of one portion of the Christian faith, to which 
the parts still wanting have been successively added in later 
times. ^ In contrast with this, we may refer to the fact that 
we can clearly distinguish three styles of building in the 
history of dogma, but only three ; the style of Origen, that of 
J Augustine, and that of the Reformers. But the dogma of the 
post-Augustinian Church, as well as that of Luther, does not 

1 See the discussions of Biedermann (Christliche Dogmatik. 2 Ed. p. 150 f.) 
about what he calls the law of stability in the history of religion. 

2 See RitschPs discussion of the methods of the early histories of dogma in 
the Jahrb. f. Deutsche Theologie, 1871, p. 181 ff. 
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in any way represent itself as a new building, not even as 
the mere extension of an old building, but as a complicated 
rebuilding, and by no means in harmony with former styles, 
because neither Augustine nor Luther ever dreamed of building 
independently. ^ This perception leads us to the most peculiar 
phenomenon which meets the historian of dogma, and which 
must determine his method. 

Dogmas arise, develop themselves and are made serviceable 
to new aims; this in all cases takes place through Theology. 
But Theology is dependent on innumerable factors, above all 
on the spirit of the time ; for it lies in the nature of theology 
that it desires to make its object intelligible. Dogmas are 
the product of theology, not inversely ; of a theology of course 
which, as a rule, was in correspondence with the faith of the 
time. The critical view of history teaches this: first we 
have the Apologists and Origen, then the councils of Nice 
and Chalcedon; first the Scholastics, then the Council of 
Trent. In consequence of this, dogma bears the mark of all 
the factors on which the theology was dependent. That is 
one point. But the moment in which the product of theology 
became dogma, the way which led to it must be obscured, 
for according to the conception of the Church, dogma can be 
nothing else than the revealed faith itself. Dogma is regarded 
not as the exponent, but as the basis of theology, and there- 
fore the product of theology having passed into dogma limits 
and criticises the work of theology both past and future. * 
That is the second point. It follows from this that the his- 
tory of the Christian religion embraces a very complicated 
relation of ecclesiastical dogma and theology, and that the 

1 In Catholicism, the impulse which proceeded from Augustine has finally 
proved powerless to break the traditional conception of Christianity, as the 
Council of Trent and the decrees of the Vatican have shewn. For that very 
reason the development of the Roman Catholic Church doctrine belongs to the 
history of dogma. Protestantism must, however, under all circumstances be re- 
cognised as a new thing, which indeed in none of its phases has been free 
from contradictions. 

2 Here then begins the ecclesiastical theology which takes as its starting-point 
the finished dogma it strives to prove or harmonise, but very soon, as experience 
has shewn, loses its firm footing in such efforts and so occasions new crises. 
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ecclesiastical conception of the significance of theology cannot 
at all do justice to this significance. The ecclesiastical scheme 
which is here formed and which denotes the utmost concession 
that can be made to history, is to the effect, that theology gives 
expression only to the form of dogma, while so far as it is 
ecclesiastical theology, it presupposes the unchanging dogma, 
i. e, the substance of dogma. But this scheme, which must 
always leave uncertain what the form really is, and what the 
substance, is in no way applicable to the actual circumstances. 
So far, however, as it is itself an article of faith it is an object 
of the history of dogma. Ecclesiastical dogma when put on 
its defence must at all times take up an ambiguous posi- 
tion towards theology, and ecclesiastical theology a corres- 
ponding position towards dogma; for they are condemned to 
perpetual uncertainty as to what they owe each other, and 
what they have to fear from each other. The theological 
Fathers of dogma have almost without exception failed to 
escape being condemned by dogma, either because it went 
beyond them, or lagged behind their theology. The Apolo- 
gists, Origen and Augustine may be cited in support of this; 
and even in Protestantism, mutatis mutandis^ the same thing 
has been repeated, as is proved by the fate of Melanchthon 
and Schleiermacher. On the other hand, there have been 
few theologians who have not shaken some article of the 
traditional dogma. We are wont to get rid of these funda- 
mental facts by hypostatising the ecclesiastical principle or 
the common ecclesiastical spirit, and by this normal hypos- 
tasis, measuring, approving or condemning the doctrines of 
the theologians, unconcerned about the actual conditions and 
frequently following a hysteron-proteron. But this is a view 
of history which should in justice be left to the Catholic 
Church, which indeed cannot dispense with it. The critical 
history of dogma has, on the contrary, to shew above all how 
an ecclesiastical theology has arisen; for it can only give 
account of the origin of dogma in connection with this main 
question. The horizon must be taken here as wide as possi- 
ble; for the question as to the origin of theology can only 
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be answered by surveying all the relations into which the 
Christian religion has entered in naturalising itself in the 
world and subduing it. When ecclesiastical dogma has once 
been created and recognised as an immediate expression 
of the Christian religion, the history of dogma has only to 
take the history of theology into account so far as it has 
been artive in the formation of dogma. Yet it must always 
keep in view the peculiar claim of dogma to be a criterion 
and not a product of' theology. But it will also be able to * 
shew, how partly by means of theology and partly by other 
means — for dogma is also dependent on ritual, constitution, 
and the practical ideals of life, as well as on the letter 
whether of Scripture or of tradition no longer understood — 
dogma in its development and re-expression has continually 
changed, according to the conditions under which the Church 
was placed. If dogma is originally the formulation of Christian 
faith as Greek culture understood it and justified it to itself, 
then dogma has never indeed lost this character, though it 
has been radically modified in later times. It is quite as 
important to keep in view the tenacity of dogma as its t 
changes, and in this respect the Protestant way of writing 
history which, here as elsewhere in the history of the Church, is 
more disposed to attend to differences than to what is per- 
manent, has much to learn from the Catholic. But as the 
Protestant historian, as far as possible, judges of the progress 
of development in so far as it agrees with the Gospel in its 
documentary form, he is still able to shew, with all deference 
to that tenacity, that dogma has been so modified and used 
to the best advantage by Augustine and Luther, that its Chris- 
tian character has in many respects gained, though in other 
respects it has become further and further alienated from that 
character. In proportion as the traditional system of dogmas 
lost its stringency it became richer. In proportion as it was 
stripped by Augustine and Luther of its apologetic philosophic 
tendency, it was more and more filled with Biblical ideas, 
though on the other hand, it became more full of contradic- 
tions and less impressive. 
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This outlook, however, has already gone beyond the limits 
fixed for these introductory paragraphs and must not be pur- 
sued further. To treat in abstracto of the method of the 
history of dogma in relation to the discovery, grouping and 
interpretation of the material is not to be recommended ; for 
general rules to preserve the ignorant and half instructed from 
overlooking the important, and laying hold of what is not 
important, cannot be laid down. Certainly everything depends 
on the arrangement of the material; for the understanding of 
history is to find the rules according to which the phenomena 
should be grouped, and every advance in the knowledge of 
history is inseparable from an accurate observance of these 
rules. We must above all be on our guard against preferring 
one principle at the expense of another in the interpretation 
of the origin and aim of particular dogmas. The most diverse 
factors have at all times been at work in the formation of 
dogmas. Next to the effort to determine the doctrine of reli- 
gion according to the finis religionis, the blessing of salvation, 
the following may have been the most important, (i) The 
conceptions and sayings contained in the canonical scriptures. 
(2) The doctrinal tradition originating in earlier epochs of the 
church, and no longer understood. (3) The needs of worship 
and organisation. (4) The effort to adjust the doctrine of 
religion to the prevailing doctrinal opinions. (5) Political and 
social circumstances. (6) The changing moral ideals of life. 

(7) The so-called logical consistency, that is the abstract ana- 
logical treatment of one dogma according to the form of another. 

(8) The effort to adjust different tendencies and contradictions 
in the church. (9) The endeavour to reject once for all a 
doctrine regarded as erroneous. (10) The sanctifying power of 
blind custom. The method of explaining everything wherever 
possible by "the impulse of dogma to unfold itself," must be 
given up as unscientific, just as all empty abstractions whatsoever 
must be given up as scholastic and mythological. Dogma has 
had its history in the individual living man and nowhere else. 
As soon as one adopts this statement in real earnest, that 
mediaeval realism must vanish to which a man so often thinks 
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himself superior while imbedded in it all the time. Instead of 
investigating the actual conditions in which believing and intel- 
ligent men have been placed, a system of Christianity has been 
constructed from which, as from a Pandora's box, all doctrines 
which in course of time have been formed, are extracted, and 
in this way legitimised as Christian. The simple fundamental 
proposition that that only is Christian which can be established L 
authoritatively by the Gospel, has never yet received justice 
in the history of dogma. Even the following account will in 
all probability come short in this point ; for in face of a pre- 
vailing false tradition the application of a simple principle to 
every detail can hardly succeed at the first attempt. 

Explanation as to the Conception and Task of the 

History of Dogma, 

No agreement as yet prevails with regard to the concep- 
tion of the history of dogma. Miinscher (Handbuch der Christl. 
D G. 3rd ed. I. p. 3 f.) declared that the business of the history 
of dogma is; "To represent all the changes which the theo- 
retic part of the Christian doctrine of religion has gone through 
from its origin up to the present, both in form and substance," 
and this definition held sway for a long time. Then it came 
to be noted that the question was not about changes that 
were accidental, but about those that were historically necessary, 
that dogma has a relation to the church, and that it represents 
a rational expression of the faith. Emphasis was put some- 
times on one of these elements and sometimes on the other. 
Baur, in particular, insisted on the first, V. Hofmann after the 
example of Schleiermacher on the second, and indeed exclu- 
sively (Encyklop. der Theol. p. 257f. : "The history of dogma 
is the history of the church confessing the faith in words"). 
Nitzsch (Grundriss der Christl. D G. I. p. i) insisted on the 
third: "The history of dogma is the scientific account of the 
origin and development of the Christian system of doctrine, 
or that part of historical theology which presents the history 
of the expression of the Christian faith in notions, doctrines 
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and doctrinal systems". Thomasius has combined the second 
and third by conceiving the history of dogma as the history 
of the development of the ecclesiastical system of doctrine. 
But even this conception is not sufficiently definite, inasmuch 
as it fails to do complete justice to the special peculiarity of 
the subject. 

Ancient and modern usage does certainly seem to allow the 
word dogma to be applied to particular doctrines, or to a 
uniform system of doctrine, to fundamental truths, or to opin- 
ions, to theoretical propositions or practical rules, to state- 
ments of belief that have not been reached by a process of 
reasoning, as well as to those that bear the marks of such a 
process. But this uncertainty vanishes on closer examination. 
We then see that there is always an authority at the basis of 
dogma which gives it to those who recognise that authority the 
signification of a fundamental truth "guce sine scelere prodi non 
poterit^^ (Cicero Quaest. Acad. IV. 9). But therewith at the same 
time is introduced into the idea of dogma a social element (see 
Biedermann, Christl. Dogmatik. 2. Edit. I. p. 2 f.); the con- 
fessors of one and the same dogma form a community. 

There can be no doubt that these two elements are also 
demonstrable in Christian dogma, and therefore we must reject 
all definitions of the history of dogma which do not take them 
into account. If we define it as the history of the understand- 
ing of Christianity by itself, or as the history of the changes 
of the theoretic part of the doctrine of religion or the like, 
we shall fail to do justice to the idea of dogma in its most 
general acceptation. We cannot describe as dogmas, doctrines 
such as the Apokatastasis, or the Kenosis of the Son of God, 
without coming into conflict with the ordinary usage of lan- 
guage and with ecclestiastical law. 

If we start, therefore, from the supposition that Christian 
dogma is an ecclesiastical doctrine which presupposes revela- 
tion as its authority, and therefore claims to be strictly bind- 
ing, we shall fail to bring out its real nature with anything 
like completeness. That which Protestants and Catholics call 
dogmas, are not only ecclesiastical doctrines, but they are 
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also: (i) theses expressed in abstract terms, forming together 
a unity, and fixing the contents of the Christian religion as 
a knowledge of God, of the world, and of the sacred history 
under the aspect of a proof of the truth. But (2) they have 
also emerged at a definite stage of the history of the Christian 
religion ; they shew in their conception as such, and in many 
details, the influence of that stage, viz., the Greek period, and ^ 
they have preserved this character in spite of all their recon- 
structions and additions in after periods. This view of dogma 
cannot be shaken by the fact that particular historical facts, 
miraculous or not miraculous are described as dogmas; for 
here they are regarded as such, only in so far as they have 
got the value of doctrines which have been inserted in the 
complete structure of doctrines and are, on the other hand, 
members of a chain of proofs, viz., proofs from prophecy. 

But as soon as we perceive this, the parallel between the 
ecclesiastical dogmas and those of ancient schools of philosophy 
appears to be in point of form complete. The only difference 
is that revelation is here put as authority in the place of , 
human knowledge, although the later philosophic schools ap- ^ 
pealed to revelation also. The theoretical as well as the prac- 
tical doctrines which embraced the peculiar conception of the 
world and the ethics of the school, together with their ratio- 
nale, were described in these schools as dogmas. Now, in so 
far as the adherents of the Christian religion possess dogmas in 
this sense, and form a community which has gained an un- 
derstanding of its religious faith by analysis and by scien- 
tific definition and grounding, they appear as a great philo- 
sophic school in the ancient sense of the word. But they differ 
from such a school in so far as they have always eliminated 
the process of thought which has led to the dogma, looking 
upon the whole system of dogma as a revelation and there- 
fore, even in respect of the reception of the dogma, at least 
at first, they have taken account not of the powers of human 
understanding, but of the Divine enlightenment which is be- 
stowed on all the willing and the virtuous. In later times, 
indeed, the analogy was far more complete, in so far as the 
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Church reserved the full possession of dogma to a circle of 
consecrated and initiated individuals. Dogmatic Christianity is 
therefore a definite stage in the history of the development of 
Christianity. It corresponds to the antique mode of thought, 
but has nevertheless continued to a very great extent in the 
following epochs, though subject to great transformations. Dog- 
matic Christianity stands between Christianity as the religion 
of the Gospel, presupposing a personal experience and dealing 
with disposition and conduct, and Christianity as a religion 
of cultus, sacraments, ceremonial and obedience, in short of su- 
perstition, and it can be united with either the one or the 
other. In itself and in spite of all its mysteries it is always 
intellectual Christianity, and therefore there is always the dan- 
ger here that as knowledge it may supplant religious faith, or 
connect it with a doctrine of religion, instead of with God and 
a living experience. 

If then the discipline of the history of dogma is to be what 
its name purports, its object is the very dogma which is so 
formed, and its fundamental problem will be to discover how 
it has arisen. In the history of the canon our method of pro- 
cedure has for long been to ask first of all, how the canon 
originated, and then to examine the changes through which . 
it has passed. We must proceed in the same way with the 
history of dogma, of which the history of the canon is simply 
a part. Two objections will be raised against this. In the 
first place, it will be said that from the very first the Christian 
religion has included a definite religious faith as well as a 
definite ethic, and that therefore Christian dogma is as original 
as Christianity itself, so that there can be no question about 
a genesis, but only as to a development or alteration of dogma 
within the Church. Again it will be said, in the second place, 
that dogma as defined above has validity only for a definite 
epoch in the history of the Church, and that it is therefore 
quite impossible to write a comprehensive history of dogma 
in the sense we have indicated. 

As to the first objection, there can of course be no doubt 
that the Christian religion is founded on a message, the con- 
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tents of which are, a definite belief in God, and in Jesus Christ 
whom he has sent, and that the promise of salvation is at- 
tached to this belief. But faith in the Gospel and the later dog- 
mas of the Church are not related to each other as theme 
and the way in which it is worked out, any more than the 
dogma of the New Testament canon is only the explication 
of the original reliance of Christians on the word of their 
Lord, and the continuous working of the Spirit; but in these 
later dogmas an entirely new element has entered into the 
conception of religion. The message of religion appears here 
clothed in a knowledge of the world and of the ground of the 
world which' had already been obtained without any reference 
to it, and therefore religion itself has here become a doctrine 
which has, indeed, its certainty in the Gospel, but only in part 
derives its contents from it, and which can also be appro- 
priated by such as are neither poor in spirit, nor weary 
and heavy laden. Now, it may of course be shewn, that a 
philosophic conception of the Christian religion is possible, 
and began to make its appearance from the very first, as in 
the case of Paul. But the Pauline gnosis has neither been 
simply identified with the Gospel by Paul himself (i. Cor. III. 
2 f.: XII. 3: Phil. I. 18), nor is it analogous to the later 
dogma, not to speak of being identical with it. The charac- 
teristic of this dogma is that it represents itself in no sense 
as foolishness, but as wisdom, and at the same time desires to 
be regarded as the contents of revelation itself. Dogma in it3 
conception and development is a work of the Greek spirit on 
the soil of the Gospel. By comprehending in itself and giving 
excellent expression to the religious conceptions contained in 
Greek philosophy and the Gospel, together with its Old Testa- 
ment basis; by meeting the search for a revelation, as well as 
the desire for a universal knowledge; by subordinating itself 
to the aim of the Christian religion to bring a Divine life to 
humanity, as well as to the aim of philosophy to know the 
world: it became the instrument by which the Church con- 
quered the ancient world and educated the modern nations. 
But this dogma — one cannot but admire its formation or 

B 
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fail to regard it as a great achievement of the spirit, which 
never again in the history of Christianity, has made itself at 
home with such freedom and boldness in religion — is the 
product of a comparatively long history which needs to be 
deciphered; for it is obscured by the completed dogma. The 
Gospel itself is not dogma, for belief in the Gospel provides 
room for knowledge only so far as it is a state of feeling and 
course of action, that is a definite form of life. Between 
practical faith in the Gospel, and the historico-critical account 
of the Christian religion and its history, a third element can 
no longer be thrust in without its coming into conflict with 
faith, or with the historical data — the only thing left is 
the practical task of defending the faith. But a third ele- 
ment has been thrust into the history of this religion, viz., 
dogma, that is, the philosophical means which were used in 
early times for the purpose of making the Gospel intelligible, 
have been fused with the contents of the Gospel, and raised 
to dogma. This dogma, next to the Church, has become a 
real world power, the pivot in the history of the Christian 
religion. The transformation of the Christian faith into dogma 
is indeed no accident, but has its reason in the spiritual char- 
acter of the Christian religion which at all times will feel the 
need of a scientific apologetic. * But the question here is not 
as to something indefinite and general, but as to the definite 
dogma formed in the first centuries and binding even yet. 

This already touches on the second objection which was 
raised above, that dogma in the given sense of the word was 
too narrowly conceived, and could not in this conception be 



I Weizsacker, Apostolic age, Vol. I, p. 123. "Christianity as religion is absolutely 
inconceivable without theology; first of all, for the same reasons which called 
forth the Pauline theology.. As a religion it cannot be separated from the reli- 
gion of its founder, hence not from historical knowledge. And as Monotheism and 
belief in a world purpose, it is the religion of reason with the inextinguishable 
impulse of thought. The first gentile Christians therewith gained the proud 
consciousness of a gnosis." But of ecclesiastical Christianity which rests on 
dogma ready made, as produced by an earlier epoch, this conception holds good 
only in a very qualified way, and of the vigorous Christian piety of the earliest 
and of every period, it may also be said that it no less feels the impulse to 
think against reason than with reason. 
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applied throughout the whole history of the Church. This 
objection would only be justified, if our task were to carry 
the history of the development of dogma through the whole 
history of the Church. But the question is just whether we 
are right in proposing such a task. The Greek Church has 
no history of dogma after the seven great Councils, and it is 
incomparably more important to recognise this fact than to 
register the theologoumena which were later on introduced by 
individual Bishops and scholars in the East, who were partly 
influenced by the West. Roman Catholicism in its dogmas, 
though as noted above, these at present do not very clearly 
characterise it, is to-day essentially — that is, so far as it is 
religion — what it was 1500 years ago, viz., Christianity as 
understood by the ancient world. The changes which dogma 
has experienced in the course of its development in western 
Catholicism are certainly deep and radical; they have, in 
point of fact, as has been indicated in the text above, modified 
the position of the Church towards Christianity as dogma. 
But as the Catholic Church herself maintains that she adheres 
to Christianity in the old dogmatic sense, this claim of hers 
cannot be contested. She has embraced new things and 
changed her relations to the old, but still preserved the old. 
But she has further developed new dogmas according to the 
scheme of the old. The decrees of Trent and of the Vatican 
are formally analogous to the old dogmas. Here, then, a his- 
tory of dogma may really be carried forward to the present 
day without thereby shewing that the definition of dogma 
given above is too narrow to embrace the new doctrines. 
Finally, as to Protestantism, it has been briefly explained 
above why the changes in Protestant systems of doctrine are 
not to be taken up into the history of dogma. Strictly speak- 
ing dogma, as dogma, has had no development in Protes- 
tantism, inasmuch as a secret note of interrogation has been 
here associated with it from the very beginning. But the old 
dogma has continued to be a power in it, because of its ten- 
dency to look back and to seek for authorities in the past, 
and partly in the original unmodified form. The dogmas of 
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the fourth and fifth centuries have more influence to-day in 
wide circles of Protestant Churches, than all the doctrines 
which are concentrated around justification by faith. Deviations 
from the latter are borne comparatively easy, while as a rule, 
deviations from the former, are followed by notice to quit the 
Christian communion, that is, by excommunication. The his- 
torian of to-day would have no difficulty in answering the 
question whether the power of Protestantism as a Church, lies 
at present in the elements which it has in common with the 
old dogmatic Christianity, or in that by which it is distinguished 
from it. Dogma, that is to say, that type of Christianity 
which was formed in ecclesiastical antiquity, has not been sup- 
pressed even in Protestant Churches, has really not been 
modified or replaced by a new conception of the Gospel. 
But, on the other hand, who could deny that the Reformation 
began to disclose such a conception, and that this new con- 
ception was related in a very different way to the traditional 
dogma from that of the new propositions of Augustine to the 
dogmas handed down to him? Who could further call in 
question, that, in consequence of the reforming impulse in 
Protestantism, the way was opened up for a conception which 
does not identify Gospel and dogma, which does not disfigure 
the latter by changing or paring down its meaning while 
failing to come up to the former? But the historian who has 
to describe the formation and changes of dogma can take no 
part in these developments. It is a task by itself more 
rich and comprehensive than that of the historian of dogma, 
to portray the diverse conceptions that have been formed of 
the Christian religion, to pbrtray how strong men and weak 
men, great and little minds have explained the Gospel outside 
and inside the frame-work of dogma, and how under the 
cloak or in the province of dogma, the Gospel has had its 
own peculiar history. But the more limited theme must not 
be put aside. For it can in no way be conducive to historical 
knowledge to regard as indifferent the peculiar character of 
the expression of Christian faith as dogma, and allow the 
history of dogma to be absorbed in a general history of the 
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various conceptions of Christianity. Such a "liberal" view 
would not agree either with the teaching of history or with 
the actual situation of the Protestant Churches of the present 
day ; for it is above all of crucial importance to perceive that 
it is a peculiar stage in the development of the human spirit 
which is described by dogma. On this stage, parallel with 
dogma and inwardly united with it, stands a definite psychol- 
ogy, metaphysic and natural philosophy, as well as a view 
of history of a definite type. This is the conception of the 
world obtained by antiquity after almost a thousand years' 
labour, and it is the same connection of theoretic perceptions 
and practical ideals which it accomplished. This stage on 
which the Christian religion has also entered we have in no 
way as yet transcended, though science has raised itself above 
it. * But the Christian religion, as it was not born of the cul- 
ture of the ancient world, is not for ever chained to it. The 
form and the new contents which the Gospel received when 
it entered into that world have only the same guarantee of 
endurance as that world itself. And that endurance is limited. 
We must indeed be on our guard against taking episodes for 
decisive crises. But every episode carries us forward, and 
retrogressions are unable to undo that progress. The Gospel 
since the Reformation, in spite of retrograde movements which 
have not been wanting, is working itself out of the forms 
which it was once compelled to assume, and a true compre- 
hension of its history will also contribute to hasten this process. 

I. The definition given above, p. 17: "Dogma in its con- 
ception and development is a work of the Greek spirit on 

I In this sense it is correct to class dogmatic theology as historical theology, 
as Schleiermacher has done. If we maintain that for practical reasons it must 
be taken out of the province of historical theology, then we must make it part 
of practical theology. By dogmatic theology here, we understand the exposition 
of Christianity in the form of Church doctrine, as it has been shaped since 
the second century. As distinguished from it, a branch of theological study 
must be conceived which harmonises the historical exposition of the Gospel 
with the general state of knowledge of the time. The Church can as little 
dispense with such a discipline as there can be a Christianity which does not 
account to itself for its basis and spiritual contents. 
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. the soil of the Gospel," has frequently been distorted by my 

' critics, as they have suppressed the words "on the soil of the 

) Gospel." But these words are decisive. The foolishness of 

identifying dogma and Greek philosophy never entered my 

mind ; on the contrary, the peculiarity of ecclesiastical dogma 

seemed to me to lie in the very fact, that, on the one hand, 

it gave expression to Christian Monotheism and the central 

significance of the person of Christ, and, on the other hand, 

comprehended this religious faith and the historical knowledge 

connected with it in a philosophic system. I have given 

^ quite as little ground for the accusation, that I look upon 

^ the whole development of the history of dogma as a patho- 

) logical process within the history of the Gospel. I do not 

even look upon the history of the origin of the Papacy as 

such a process, not to speak of the history of dogma. But 

the perception that "everything must happen as it has happened," 

does not absolve the historian from the task of ascertaining 

the powers which have formed the history, and distinguishing 

between original and later, permanent and transitory, nor from 

the duty of stating his own opinion. 

2. Sabatier has published a thoughtful treatise on "Christian 
Dogma, its Nature and its Development." I agree with the 
author in this, that in dogma — rightly understood — two 
elements are to be distinguished, the religious proceeding from 
the experience of the individual or from the religious spirit 
of the Church, and the intellectual or theoretic. But I regard 
as false the statement which he makes, that the intellectual 
element in dogma is only the symbolical expression of reli- 
gious experience. The intellectual element is itself again to 
be differentiated. On the one hand, it certainly is the attempt 
to give expression to religious feeling and so far is symboli- 
cal; but on the other hand, within the Christian religion it 
belongs to the essence of the thing itself, inasmuch as this 
not only awakens feeling, but has a quite definite content 
which determines and should determine the feeling. In this 
sense Christianity without dogma, that is, without a clear 
expression of its content, is inconceivable. But that does not 
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justify the unchangeable permanent significance of that dogma 
which has once been formed under definite historical conditions. 
3, The word " dogmas" (Christian dogmas) is, if I see correctly, 
used among us in three different senses, and hence spring 
all manner of misconceptions and errors. By dogmas are de- 
noted: (i) The historical doctrines of the Church. (2) The I p- 
historical facts on which the Christian religion is reputedly or 
actually founded. (3) Every definite exposition of the contents 
of Christianity is described as dogmatic. In contrast with this 
the attempt has been made in the following presentation to 
use dogma only in the sense first stated. When I speak, therefore, 
of the decomposition of dogma, I mean by that, neither the 
historical facts which really establish the Christian religion, nor 
do I call in question the necessity for the Christian and the 
Church to have a creed. My criticism refers not to the general 
genus dogma, but to the species, viz., the defined dogma, as , 
it was formed on the soil of the ancient world, and is still a 
power, though under modifications. 

§ 2. History of the History of Dogma. 

I. The history of dogma as a historical and critical discipline 
had its origin in the last century through the works of Mosheim, 
C. W. F. Walch, Ernesti, Lessing and Semler. Lange gave y 
to the world in 1796 the first attempt at a history of dogma K 
as a special branch of theological study. The theologians of 
the Early and Mediaeval Churches have only transmitted histories 
of Heretics and of Literature, regarding dogma as unchangeable. * 
This presupposition is so much a part of the nature of Catholicism 
that it has been maintained till the present day. It is there- 
fore impossible for a Catholic to make a free, impartial and 
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I See Eusebius' preface to his Church History. Eusebius in this work set 
» himself a comprehensive task, but in doing so he never in the remotest sense 
thought of a history of dogma. In place of that we have a history of men 
"who from generation to generation proclaimed the word of God orally or by 
writing," and a history of those who by their passion for novelties, plunged them- 
selves into the greatest errors. 
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scientific investigation of the history of dogma. * There have, 
indeed, at almost all times before the Reformation, been critical 
efforts in the domain of Christianity, especially of western 
Christianity, efforts which in some cases have led to the proof 
of the novelty and inadmissibility of particular dogmas. But, 
as a rule, these efforts were of the nature of a polemic against 
the dominant Church. They scarcely prepared the way for, 
far less produced a historical view of dogmatic tradition. * The 
progress of the sciences, ' and the conflict with Protestantism, 
could here for the Catholic Church have no other effect than 
that of leading to the collecting with great learning, material for 
the history of dogma, * the establishing of the consensus patrum 
et doctorum, the exhibition of the necessity of a continuous 
explication of dogma, and the description of the history of 
heresies pressing in from without, regarded now as unheard- 



1 See for example, B. Schwane. Dogmengesch. d. Vomicanischen Zeit, 1862, 
where the sense in which dogmas have no historical side is first expounded, and 
then it is shewn that dogmas, ^^notwithstanding, present a certain side which per- 
mits a historical consideration, because in point of fact they have gone through 
historical developments." But these historical developments present themselves 
simply either as solemn promulgations and explications, or as private theologi- 
cal speculations. 

2 If we leave out of account the Marcionite gpiostic criticism of ecclesiastical 
Christianity, Paul of Sa^lOsata and Marcellus of Ancyra may be mentioned as 
men who in the earliest period, criticised the apologetic Alexandrian theology 
which was being naturalised (see the remarkable statement of Marcellus in 
Euseb. C. Marc. 1.4: rd roG ^SyfieiroQ ^Svofia r^c MfwirfvuiQ Vxer^^ /3o(/Af9c ^f tcai 
yvwfAilQ x.r.A, which I have chosen as the motto of this book). We know too 
little of Stephen Gobarus (VI cent.) to enable us to estimate his review of the 
doctrine of the Church and its development (Photius Bibl. 232). With regard 
to the middle ages (Abelard ''Sic et Non'*), see Renter Gesch. der relig. Auf- 
klarung im MA., 1875. Hahn Gesch. der Ketzer, especially in the iith, 
1 2th and 13th centuries, 3 vols., 1845. Keller Die Reformation und die alteren 
Reform-parteien, 1885. 

3 See Voigt, Die Wiederbelebung des classischen Alterthums. 2 vols., 1 881, 
especially vol. II. p. i ff. 363 ff. 494 ff. ("Humanism and the science of history"). 
The direct importance of humanism for illuminating the history of the middle 
ages is very little, and least of all for the history of the Church and of dogma. 
The only prominent works here are those of Saurentius Valla and Erasmus. 
The criticism of the scholastic dogmas of the Church and the Pope began as 
early as the 1 2th century. For the attitude of the Renaissance to religion, see 
Burckhardt. Die cultur der Renaissance, 2 vols., 1877. 

4 Baronius, Annals Eccles. XII. vol. 1588- 1607. Chief work: Dionysius 
Petavius, Opus de theologicis dogmatibus. IV vols, (incomplete) 1644-1650: 
See further Thomassin, Dogmata theologica III vols. 1684- 1689. 
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of novelties, and again as old enemies in new masks. The 
modern Jesuit-Catholic historian indeed exhibits, in certain 
circumstances, a manifest indifference to the task of establishing 
the semper idem in the faith of the Church, but this indif- 
ference is at present regarded with disfavour, and besides is 
only an apparent one, as the continuous though inscrutable 
guidance of the Church by the infallible teaching of the Pope 
is the more emphatically maintained. * 

It may be maintained that the Reformation opened the way 
for a critical treatment of the history of dogma. * But even 

1 See Holtzmann, Kanon und Tradition, 1859. Hase, Handbuch der protest. 
Polemik, 1878. Joh. Delitzsch, Das Lehrsystem der rom. Kirche, 1875. New rev- 
elations, however, are rejected, and bold assumptions leading that way are not 
favoured. See Schwane, above work p. 11; "The content of revelation is not 
enlarged by the decisions or teaching of the Church, nor are new revelations 
added in course of time .... Christian truth cannot therefore in its content be 
completed by the Church, nor has she ever claimed the right of doing so, but 
always where new designations or forms of dogma became necessary for the 
putting down of error or the instruction of the faithful, she would always teach 
what she had received in Holy scripture or in the oral tradition of the Apost- 
les". Recent Catholic accounts of the history of dogma are, Klee, Lehrbuch der 
DG. 2 vols., 1837, (Speculative). Schwane Dogmengesch. der Vomicanischen 
Zeit, 1862, der patrist. Zeit, 1869; der Mitderen Zeit, 1882. Bach, Die D G.des 
MA. 1873. There is a wealth of material for the history of dogma in Kuhn's 
Dogmatik, as well as in the great controversial writings occasioned by the cele- 
brated work of Bellarmin; Disputationes de controversiis Christianas fidei ad- 
versus hujus temporis haereticos, 1 581-1593. It need not be said, that, in spite 
of their inability to treat the history of dogma historically and critically, much 
may be learned from these works, and some other striking monographs of Ro- 
man Catholic scholars. But everything in history that is fitted to shake the 
high antiquity and unanimous attestation of the Catholic dogmas, becomes here 
a problem the solution of which is demanded, though indeed its carrying out 
often requires a very exceptional intellectual subtlety. 

2 Historical interest in Protestantism has grown up around the questions as 
to the power of the Pope, the sigpiificance of Councils, or the Scripturalness of 
the doctrines set up by them, and about the meaning of the Lord's supper, of 
the conception of it by the Church Fathers; (see G£colampadius and Melanch- 
thon.) Protestants were too sure that the doctrine of justification was taught in 
the scriptures, to feel any need of seeking proofs for it by studies in the his- 
tory of dogma, and Luther also dispensed with the testimony of history for the 
dogma of the Lord's supper. The task of shewing how far and in what way 
Luther and the Reformers compounded with history has not even yet been taken 
up. And yet there may be found in Luther's writings surprising and excellent 
critical comments on the history of dogma and the theology of the Fathers, as 
well as genial conceptions which have certainly remained inoperative; see 
especially the treatise: "Von den Conciliis und Kirchen," and his judgment on 
different Church Fathers. In the first edition of the Loci of Melanchthon we 
have also critical material for estimating the old systems of dogma. Calvin's 
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in Protestant Churches at first, historical investigations remained 
under the ban of the confessional system of doctrine and were 
used only for polemics. * Church history itself up to the i8th 
century was not regarded as a theological discipline in the 
strict sense of the word, and the history of dogma existed only 
within the sphere of dogmatics as a collection of testimonies 
to the truth, theologia patristica. It was only after the ma- 
terial had been prepared in the course of the i6th and 17th 
centuries, by scholars of the various Church parties, and 
above all by excellent editions of the Fathers,* and after Piet- 
ism had exhibited the difference between Christianity and Ec- 
clesiasticism, and had begun to treat the traditional confessional 
structure of doctrine with indifference, ' that a critical investi- 
gation was entered on. 

The man who was the Erasmus of the i8th century, neither 
orthodox nor pietistic, nor rationalistic, but capable of appre- 
ciating all these tendencies, familiar with English, French and 
Italian literature, influenced by the spirit of the new English 

depreciatory estimate of the Trinitarian and Christological Formula, which, how- 
ever, he retracted at a later period is well known. 

1 Protestant Church history wa? brought into being by the Interim, Flacius 
being its Father; see his Catalogus Testium Veritatis, and the so-called Magde- 
burg Centuries, 1 559-1 574; also Jundt. Les Centuries de Magdebourg. Paris, 
1883. Von Engelhardt (Christenthum Justin's, p. 9 ff.) has drawn attention to 
the estimate of Justin in the Centuries, and has justly insisted ou the high 
importance of this first attempt at a criticism of the Church Fathers. Kliefoth 
(Einl. in d. DG. 1839) has the merit of pointing out the somewhat striking 
judgment of A. Hyperius on the history of dogma. Chemnitz, Examen concilii 
Tridentini, 1565. Forbesius a Corse (a Scotsman). Instructiones historico-theolo- 
gicse de doctrina Christiana, 1645. 

2 The learning, the diligence in collecting, and the carefulness of the Bene- 
dictines and Maurians, as well as of English, Dutch and French theologians, 
such as Casaubon, Vossius, Pearson, Dallaus, Spanheim, Grabe, Basnage, etc. 
have never since been equalled, far less surpassed. Even in the literary, his- 
torical and higher criticism these scholars have done splendid work, so far as the 
confessional dogmas 4id not come into question. 

3 See especially, G. Arnold, Unpartheyische Kirchen- undKetzerhistorie, 1699: 
also Baur, Epochen der kirchlichen Geschichtsschreibung, p. 84 fF.; Floring, 
G. Arnold als Kirchenhistoriker. Darmstadt, 1883. The latter determines correctly 
the measure of Arnold's importance. His work was the direct preparation for an 
impartial examination of the history of dogma, however partial it was in itself. 
Pietism here and there after Spener declared war against scholastic dogmatics 
as a hindrance to piety, and in doing so broke the ban under which the know- 
ledge of history lay captive. 
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Science, * while avoiding all statements of it that would endanger 
positive Christianity, John Lorenz Mosheim, treated Church 
history in the spirit * of his great teacher Leibnitz, * and by 
impartial analysis, living reproduction, and methodical artistic 
form raised it for the first time to the rank of a science. In 
his monographic works also, he endeavours to examine impar- 
tially the history of dogma, and to acquire the historic stand- 
point between the estimate of the orthodox dogmatists and 
that of Gottfried Arnold. Mosheim, averse to all fault-finding 
and polemic, and abhorring theological crudity as much as 
pietistic narrowness and undevout lUuminism aimed at an 
actual correct knowledge of history, in accordance with the 
principle of Leibnitz, that the valuable elements which are 
everywhere to be found in history must be sought out and 
recognised. And the richness and many-sidedness of his mind 
qualified him for gaining such a knowledge. But his latitudi- 
narian dogmatic stand-point, as well as the anxiety to awaken 
no controversy or endanger the gradual naturalising of a new 
science and culture, caused him to put aside the most impor- 
tant problems of the history of dogma and devote his attention 
to political Church history as well as to the more indifferent 
historical questions. The opposition of two periods which he 
endeavoured peacefully to reconcile could not in this way be 
permanently set aside. ' In Mosheim's sense, but without the 



1 The investigations of the so-called English Deists about the Christian reli- 
gion contain the first., and to some extent a very significant free-spirited attempt 
at a critical view of the history of dogma (see Lechler History of English Deism, 
1 841). But the criticism is an abstract, rarely a historical one. Some very learned 
works bearing on the history of dogma were written in England against the 
position of the Deists, especially by Lardner: see also at an earlier time Bull. 
Defensio fidei nic. 

2 Calixtus of Helmstadt was the forerunner of Leibnitz with regard to Church 
history. But the merit of having recognised the main problem of the history of 
dogma does not belong to Calixtus. By pointing out what Protestantism and 
Catholicism had in common he did not in any way clear up the historico-critical 
problem. On the other hand, the Consensus repetitus of the Wittenberg theo- 
logians shews what fundamental questions Calixtus had already stirred. 

3 Among the numerous historical writings of Mosheim may be mentioned spe- 
cially his Dissert, ad. hist. Eccles. pertinentes. 2 vols. 1731-1741, as well as 
the work: ^'De rebus Christianorum ante Constantinum M. Commentarii," 1753: 
see also ^^Institutiones hist. Eccl." last Edition, 1755. 
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spirit of that great man, C. W. F. Walch, taught on the subject 
and described the religious controversies of the Church with 
an effort to be impartial, and has thus made generally acces- 
sible the abundant material collected by the diligence of earlier 
scholars. ^ Walch, moreover, in the " Gedanken von der Ge- 
schichte des Glaubenslehre," 1756, gave the impulse that was 
needed to fix attention on the history of dogma as a special 
discipline. The stand-point which be took up was still that 
of subjection to ecclesiastical dogma, but without confessional 
narrowness. Ernesti in his programme of the year 1759, "De 
theologiae historicae et dogmaticae conjungendae necessitate," 
gave eloquent expression to the idea that Dogmatic is a posi- 
tive science which has to take its material from history, but 
that history itself requires a devoted and candid study, on 
account of our being separated from the earlier epochs by a 
complicated tradition. * He has also shewn in his celebrated 
"Antimuratorius" that an impartial and critical investigation 
of the problems of the history of dogma, might render the 
most effectual service to the polemic against the errors of 
Romanism. Besides, the greater part of the dogmas were already 
unintelligible to Ernesti, and yet during his lifetime the way 
was opened up for that tendency in theology, which prepared 
in Germany by Chr. Thomasius, supported by English writers, 
drew the sure principles of faith and life from what is called 
reason, and therefore was not only indifferent to the system 

1 Walch. "Entwurf einer voUstandigen Historic der Ketzereien, Spaltungen und 
Religionsstreitigkeiten bis auf die Zeiten der Reformation." 1 1 Thle (incomplete), 
1 762-1 785. See also his "Entwurf einer voUstandigen Historic der Kirchen- 
versammlungen'' 1759, as well as numerous monographs on the history of dogma. 
Such were already produced by the older Walch, whose ^^Histor. theol. Einlei- 
tung in die Religionsstreitigkeiten der Ev. Luth. Kirche," 5 vols. 1 730-1 739, 
and ^^Histor.-theol. Einleit. in die Religionsstreitigkeiten welche sonderlich ausser 
der Ev. Luth. Kirche entstanden sind 5 Thle". 1 733-1 736, had already put 
polemics behind the knowledge of history (see Gass. "Gesch. der protest. Dog- 
matik," 3rd Vol. p. 205 ff.). 

2 Opusc. p. 576 f.: ^^Ex quo fit, ut nuUo modo in theologicis, quae omnia e 
libris antiquis hebraicis, grsecis, latinis ducuntur, possit aliquis bene in defin- 
iendo versari et a peccatis multis et magnis sibi cavere, nisi litteras et his-, 
toriam assumat". The title of a programme of Crusius, Emesti's opponent. ''De 
dogmatum Christianorum historia cum probatione dogmatum non confundenda," 
1770, is significant of the new insight which was steadily making way. 
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of dogma, but felt it more and more to be the tradition of 
unreason and of darkness. Of the three requisites of a historian ; 
knowledge of his subject, candid criticism, and a capacity for 
finding himself at home in foreign interests and ideas, the 
Rationalistic Theologians who had outgrown Pietism and passed 
through the school of the English Deists and of Wolf, no longer 
possessed the first, a knowledge of the subject, to the same 
extent as some scholars of the earlier generation. The second, 
free criticism, they possessed in the high degree guaranteed 
by the conviction of having a rational religion; the third, the 
power of comprehension, only in a very limited measure. They 
had lost the idea of positive religion, and with it a living and 
just conception of the history of religion. 

In the history of thought there is always need for an appar- 
ently disproportionate expenditure of power, in order to produce 
an advance in the development. And it would appear as if a 
certain self-satisfied narrow-mindedness within the progressing 
ideas of the present, as well as a great measure of inability 
even to understand the past and recognise its own dependence 
on it, must make its appearance, in order that a whole genera- 
tion may be freed from the burden of the past. It needed 
the absolute certainty which Rationalism had found in the 
religious philosophy of the age, to give sufficient courage to 
subject to historical criticism the central dogmsis on which the 
Protestant system as well as the Catholic finally rests, the 
dogmas of the canon and inspiration on the one hand, and 
of the Trinity and Christology on the other. The work of 
Lessing in this respect had no great results. We to-day see in 
his theological writings the most important contribution to the 
understanding of the earliest history of dogma, which that 
period supplies; but we also understand why its results were 
then so trifiing. This was due, not only to the fact that 
Lessing was no theologian by profession, or that his historical 
observations were couched in aphorisms, but because like 
Leibnitz and Mosheim, he had a capacity for appreciating 
the history of religion which forbade him to do violence to 
that history or to sit in judgment on it, and because his 
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philosophy in its bearings on the case allowed him to seek no 
more from his materials than an assured understanding of them, 
in a word again, because be was no theologian. The Rationr 
alists, on the other hand, who within certain limits were no 
less his opponents than the orthodox, derived the strength of 
their opposition to the systems of dogma, as the Apologists 
of the second century had already done with regard to poly- 
theism, from their religious belief and their inability to estimate 
these systems historically. That, however, is only the first 
impression which one gets here from the history, and it is 
everywhere modified by other impressions. In the first place, 
there is no mistaking a certain latitudinarianism in several 
prominent theologians of the rationalistic tendency. Moreover, 
the attitude to the canon was still frequently, in virtue of the 
Protestant principle of scripture, an uncertain one, and it was 
here chiefly that the different types of rational supernaturalism 
were developed. Then, with all subjection to the dogmas of 
Natural religion, the desire for a real true knowledge was 
unfettered and powerfully excited. Finally, very significant 
attempts were made by some rationalistic theologians, to explain 
in a real historical way the phenomena of thehistory of dogma, 
and to put an authentic and historical view of that history in 
the place of barren pragmatic or philosophic categories. 

The special zeal with which the older rationalism applied 
itself to the investigation of the canon, either putting aside 
the history of dogma, or treating it merely in the frame-work 
of Church history, has only been of advantage for the treat- 
ment of our subject. It first began to be treated with thor- 
oughness when the historical and critical interests had become 
more powerful than the rationalistic. After the important 
labours of Semler which here, above all, have wrought in the 
interests of freedom, ^ and after some monographs on the history 

I Semler, Einleitung zu Baumgartens evang. Glaubenslehre, 1759: also Ge- 
schichte der Glaubenslehre, zu Baumgartens Untersuch. theol. Streitigkeiten 
1 762-1 764. Semler paved the way for the view, that dogmas have arisen and 
been gradually developed under definite historical conditions. He was the first 
to grasp the problem of the relation of Catholicism to early Christianity, because 
he freed the early Christian documents from the fetters of the Canon. Schrockh 
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of dogma, * S. G. Lange, for the first time treated the history 
of dogma as a special subject. * Unfortunately, his compre- 
hensively planned and carefully written work, which shews a 
real understanding of the early history of dogma, remains in- 
complete. Consequently, W. Miinscher, in his learned manual, 
which was soon followed by his compendium of the history 
of dogma, was the first to produce a complete presentation 
of our subject. ' Miinscher 's compendium is a counterpart 
to Giesler's Church history; it shares with that the merit of 
drawing from the sources, intelligent criticism and impartiality, 
but with a thorough knowledge of details it fails to impart 
a real conception of the development of ecclesiastical dogma. 
The division of the material into particular locif which, in three 
sections, is carried' through the whole history of the Church, 
makes insight into the whole Christian conception of the dif- 
ferent epochs impossible, and the prefixed ''General History 
of Dogma," is far too sketchily treated to make up for that 



(Christl. Kirchengesch., 1786,) in the spirit of Semler described with impartiality 
and care the changes in the dogmas. 

1 Rossler, LehrbegrifT der Christlichen Kirche in den 3 ersten Jahrh. 1775; 
also, Arbeiten by Burscher, Heinrich, Staudlin, etc., see especially, Loffler^s ^^Ab- 
handlung welche eine kurze Darstellung der Entstehungsart der Dreieinigkeit 
enthUlt, 1792, in the translation of Souverains Le Platonisme devoil6, 1700. The 
question as to the Platonism of the Fathers, this fundamental question of the 
history of dogma, was raised even by Luther and Flacius, and was very vigor- 
ously debated at the end of the 17th and beginning of the i8th centuries, 
after the Socinians had already affinned it strongly. The question once more 
emerges on German soil in the church history of G. Arnold, but cannot be said 
to have received the attention it deserves in the 150 years that have followed 
(see the literature of the controversy in Tzschimer, Fall des Heidenthums, p. 
580 f.). Yet the problem was first thrust aside by the speculative view of the 
history of Christianity. 

2 Lange. AusfUhr. Gesch. der Dogmen, oder der Glaubenslehre der christl. 
Kirche nach den Kirchenvater ausgearbeitet. 1796. 

3 Miinscher. Handb. d. Christl. D G. 4 vols, first 6 Centuries, 1 797-1809; 
Lehrbnch ist Edit. 181 1; 3rd. Edit, edited by v. Colin, Hupfeld and Neu- 
decker, 1832- 1838. Planck's epoch-making work: Gesch. der Entstehung der 
Veranderungen und der Bildung unseres protestantischen Lehrbegriffs*, 6 Vols. 
1 791-1800, had already for the most part appeared. Contemporary with Miin- 
scher are Wundemann, Gesch. d. Christl. Glaubenslehren vom Zeitalter desAtha- 
nasins bis auf Gregor. d. Gr. 2 Thle. 1 789-1 799; Milnter, Handbuch der 
alteren christl. D G. hrsg. von Ewers 2 vols. 1802- 1804; Staudlin, Lehr- 
bnch der Dogmatik und Dogmengeschichte 1800. last Edition 1822, and Beck, 
Comment, hist, decretorum religionis Christianse 1801. 



32 HISTORY OF DOGMA [Chap. i. 

defect. Finally, the connection between the development of 
dogma, and the general ideas of the time is not sufficiently 
attended to. A series of manuals followed the work of Miin- 
scher, but did not materially advance the study. ^ The com- 
pendium of Baumgarten Crusius, ^ and that of F. K. Meier, > 
stand out prominently among them. The work of the former 
is distinguished by its independent learning, as well as by the 
discernment of the author, that the centre of gravity of the 
subject lies in the so-called general history of dogma. * The 
work of Meier goes still further, and accurately perceives that 
the division into a general and special history of dogma must 
be altogether given up, while it is also characterised by an 
accurate setting and proportional arrangement of the facts. ^ 

The great spiritual revolution at the beginning of our cen- 
tury, which must in every respect be regarded as a reaction 
against the efforts of the rationalistic epoch, changed also the 
conceptions of the Christian religion and its history. It appears 
therefore plainly in the treatment of the history of dogma. 
The advancement and deepening of Christian life, the zealous 
study of the past, the new philosophy which no longer thrust 
history aside, but endeavoured to appreciate it in all its phe- 



1 Angttsti, Leiirb. (L Chrisd. D G. 1805. 4 Edit. 1835. Berthold, Handb. 
der D G. 2 vols. 1822- 1823. Schickedanz, Versuch einer Gesch. d. Cluistl. 
Glaubenslelire etc. 1827. Ruperti, Geschichte der Dogmen 1831. Lenz, Gesch. 
der Christl. Dogmen 2 parts. 1834-1835. J. G. V. Engelhardt, Dogmengesch. 
1839. See also Giesler, Dogmengesch. 2 vols, edited by Redepenning 1855: 
also nigen, Ueber den werth der Christl. D G. 181 7. 

2 Baumgarten Crusius, Lehrb. d. Christl. D G. 1832: also compendium d. 
Christl. D G. 2 parts 1840- 1 846, the second part edited by Hase. 

3 Meier, Lehrb. d. D G. 1840. 2nd Edit revised by G. Baur 1854. 

4 The "Special History of Dogma" in Baumgarten Crusius, in which every 
particular dogma is by itself pursued through the whole history of the Church 
is of course entirely imfruitful. But even the opinions which are given in the 
"General History of Dogma," are frequently very far from the mark (Cf., ^.^., 
§ 14 and p. 67). which is the more surprising as no one can deny that he takes 
a scholarly view of history. 

5 Meier's Lehrbuch, is formally and materially a very important piece of 
work, the value of which has not been sufficiently rec<^;nised, because the 
author followed neither the track of Neander nor of Baur. Besides the excel- 
lences noted in the text, may be further mentioned, that almost everywhere 
Meier has distinguished correctly between the history of dogma and the history 
of theology, and has given an account only of the former. 
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nomena as the history of the spirit, all these factors co-oper- 
ated in begetting a new temper, and accordingly, a new 
estimate of religion proper and of its history. There were 
three tendencies in theology that broke up rationalism; that 
which was identified with the names of Schleiermacher and 
Neander, that of the Hegelians, and that of the Confession- 
alists. The first two were soon divided into a right and a left, 
in so far as they included conservative and critical interests 
from their very commencement. The conservative elements 
have been used for building up the modern confessionalism, 
which in its endeavours to go back to the Reformers has never 
actually got beyond the theology of the Formula of Concord, 
the stringency of which it has no doubt abolished by new 
theologoumena and concessions of all kinds. All these ten- 
dencies have in common the effort to gain a real comprehen- 
sion of history and be taught by it, that is, to allow the idea 
of development to obtain its proper place, and to comprehend 
the power and sphere of the individual. In this and in the 
deeper conception of the nature and significance of positive 
religion, lay the advance beyond Rationalism. And yet the 
wish to understand history, has in great measure checked the 
effort to obtain a true knowledge of it, and the respect for 
history as the greatest of teachers, has not resulted in that 
supreme regard for facts which distinguished the critical ration- 
alism. The speculative pragmatism, which, in the Hegelian 
School, was put against the "lower pragmatism," and was 
rigorously carried out with the view of exhibiting the unity 
of history, not only neutralised the historical material, in so 
far as its concrete definiteness was opposed, as phenomenon, 
to the essence of the matter, but also curtailed it in a suspi- 
cious way, as may be seen, for example, in the works of 
Baur. Moreover, the universal historical suggestions which the 
older history of dogma had given were not at all, or only 
very little regarded. The history of dogma was, as it were, 
shut out by the watchword of the immanent development of 
the spirit in Christianity. The disciples of Hegel both of the 
right and of the left were, and still are agreed in this watch- 
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word, * the working out of which, including an apology for the 
course of the history of dogma, must be for the advancement 
of conservative theology. But at the basis of the statement, 
that the history of Christianity is the history of the spirit, 
there lay further a very one-sided conception of the nature 
of religion, which confirmed the false idea that religion is 
theology. It will always, however, be the imperishable merit 
of Hegel's great disciple, F. Chr. Baur, in theology, that he 
was the first who attempted to give a uniform general idea 
of the history of dogma, and to live through the whole process 
in himself, without renouncing the critical acquisitions pf the 
1 8th century.^ His brilliantly written manual of the history of 
dogma, in which the history of this branch of theological 
science is relatively treated with the utmost detail, is, however, 
in material very meagre, and shews in the very first propo- 
sition of the historical presentation an abstract view of history. 3 
Neander, whose "Christliche Dogmengeschichte," 1857, is distin- 
guished by the variety of its points of view, and keen appre- 
hension of particular forms of doctrine, shews a far more lively 

1 Biedermann (Christl. Dogmatik. 2 Edit, i vol. p. 332 f.): says, "The his- 
tory of the development of the Dogma of the Person of Christ will bring 
before us step by step the ascent of faith in the Gospel of Jesus Christ fo its 
metaphysical basis in the nature of his person. This was the quite normal and 
necessary way of actual faith, and is not to be reckoned as a confused mixture 

of heterogeneous philosophical opinions The only thing taken from the 

ideas of contemporary philosophy was the special material of consciousness in 
which the doctrine of Christ's Divinity was at any time expressed. The process 
of this doctrinal development was an inward necessary one." 

2 Baur, Lehrbuch der Christl. D G. 1847. 3rd Edit. 1867: also Vorles. ttber 
die Christl. D G. edited by. F. Baur, 1865-68. Further the Monographs, 
" Ueber die Christl. Lehre v. d. Versohnung in ihrer gesch. Entw." 1838 : "Ueber die 
Christl. Lehre v. d. Dreieinigkeit u. d. Menschwerdung." 1841. etc. D.F.Strauss 
preceded him with his work: Die Christl. Glaubenslehre in ihrer gesch. Entw. 
2 vols. 1 840-4 r. From the stand-point of the Hegelian right we have: Mar- 
heineke, Christl. D G. edited by Matthias and Vatke, 1849. From the same 
stand-point, though at the same time influenced by Schleiermacher, Domer 
wrote "The History of the Person of Christ." 

3 See p. 63 : "As Christianity appeared in contrast with Judaism and Heathen- 
ism, and could only represent a new and peculiar form of the religious con- 
sciousness in distinction from both, reducing the contrasts of both to a unity 
in itself, so also the first difference of tendencies developing themselves within 
Christianity, must be determined by the relation in which it stood to Judaism 
on the one hand, and to Heathenism on the other." Compare also the very 
characteristic introduction to the first volume of the "Vorlesungen". 
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and therefore a far more just conception of the Christian reli- 
gion. But the general plan of the work, (General history of 
dogma — lociy and these according to the established scheme), 
proves that Neander has not succeeded in giving real expres- 
sion to the historical character of the study, and in attaining 
a clear insight into the progress of the development. * 

Kliefoth's thoughtful and instructive, " Einleitung in die Dog- 
mengeschichte," 1839, contains the programme for the concep- 
tion of the history of dogma characteristic of the modern 
confessional theology. In this work the Hegelian view of 
history, not without being influenced by Schleiermacher, is 
so represented as to legitimise a return to the theology of 
the Fathers. In the successive great epochs of the Church 
several circles of dogmas have been successively fixed, so 
that the respective doctrines have each time been adequate- 
ly formulated. * Disturbances of the development are due 
to the influence of sin. Apart from this, Kliefoth's conception 
is in point of form equal to that of Baur and Strauss, in so 
far as they also have considered the theology represented by 
themselves as the goal of the whole historical development. 
The only distinction is that, according to them, the next fol- 
lowing stage always cancels the preceding, while according to 
ICliefoth, who, moreover, has no desire to give effect to mere 
traditionalism, the new knowledge is added to the old. The 
new edifice of true historical knowledge, according to Kliefoth, 
is raised on the ruins of Traditionalism, Scholasticism, Pietism, 
Rationalism and Mysticism. Thomasius (Das Bekenntniss der 
evang.-luth. Kirche in der Consequenz seines Princips, 1848) has, 

1 Hagenbach's Manual of the history of dogma, might be put alongside of 
Neander*s work. It agrees with it both in plan and spirit. But the material of 
the history of dogma which it offers in superabundance seems far less con- 
nectedly worked out than by Neander. In Shedd's history of Christian doctrine 
the Americans possess a presentation of the history of dogma worth noting. 2 
vols. 3 Edit. 1883. The work of Fr. Bonifas. Hist, des dogmes. 2 vols. 1886. 
appeared after the death of the author and is not important. 

2 No doubt Kliefoth also maintains for each period a stage of the disinte- 
gration of dogma, but this is not to be understood in the ordinary sense of the 
word. Besides, there are ideas in this introduction wMch would hardly obtain 
the approval of their author to-day. 
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after the example of Sartorius, attempted to justify by history the 
Lutheran confessional system of doctrine from another side, by 
representing it as the true mean between Catholicism and the 
Reformed Spiritualism. This conception has found much appro- 
bation in the circles of Theologians related to Thomasius, as 
against the Union Theology. But Thomasius is entitled to the 
merit of having produced a Manual of the history of dogma which 
represents in the most worthy manner, * the Lutheran confessional 
view of the history of dogma. The introduction, as well as 
the selection and arrangement of his material, shews that 
Thomasius has learned much from Baur. The way in which 
he distinguishes between central and peripheral dogmas, is, 
accordingly, not very appropriate, especially for the earliest 
period. The question as to the origin of dogma and theology 
is scarcely even touched by him. But he has an impression 
that the central dogmas contain for every period the whole of 
Christianity, and that they must therefore be apprehended in this 
sense. * The presentation is dominated throughout by the idea 
of the self-explication of dogma, though a malformation has 
to be admitted for the middle ages ; s and therefore the for- 

1 Thomasius', Die Christl. Dogmengesch. als Entwickel. Gesch. des Kirchl. 
Lehrbegriffs. 2 vols. 1874-76. 2nd Edit, intelligently and carefully edited by Bon- 
wetsch. and Seeberg, 1887. (Seeberg has produced almost a new work in vol. II). 
From the same stand-point is the manual of the history of dogma by H. Schmid, 
1859, (in 4th Ed. revised and transformed into an excellent collection of passages 
from the sources by Hauck, 1887), as well as the Luther. Dogmatik (Vol. II. 
1864: Der Kirchenglaube) of Kahnis, which, however, subjects particular dogmas 
to a freer criticism. 

2 See Vol. I. p. 14. 

3 See Vol. I. p. II. "The first period treats of the development of the great 
main dogmas which were to become the basis of the further development (the 
Patristic age). The problem of the second period was, partly to work up this 
material theologically, and partly to develop it. But this development, under 
the influence of the Hierarchy, fell into false paths, and became partly, at least, 
corrupt (the age of Scholasticism), and therefore a reformation was necessary. 
It was reserved for this third period to carry back the doctrinal formation which 
had become abnormal, to the old sound paths, and on the other hand, in virtue 
of the regeneration of the Church which followed, to deepen it and fashion it 
according to that form which it got in the doctrinal systems of the Evangelic 
Church, while the remaining part fixed its own doctrine in the decrees of Trent 
(period of the Reformation)". This view of history, which, from the Christian 
stand-point, will allow absolutely nothing to be said against the doctrinal for- 
mation of the early Church is a retrogression from the view of Luther and the 
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mation of dogma is almost everywhere justified as the testi- 
mony of the Church represented as completely hypostatised, 
and the outlook on the history of the time is put into the 
background. But narrow and insufficient as the complete view 
here is, the excellences of the work in details are great, in 
respect of exemplary clearness of presentation, and the discrim- 
inating knowledge and keen comprehension of the author for 
religious problems. The most important work done by Thoma- 
sius is contained in his account of the history of Christology. 
In his outlines of the history of Christian dogma (Grundriss 
der Christl. Dogmengesch. 1870), which unfortunately has not 
been carried beyond the first part (Patristic period), F. 
Nitzsch, marks an advance in the history of our subject. The 
advance lies, on the one hand, in the extensive use he makes 
of monographs on the history of dogma, and on the other 
hand, in the arrangement. Nitzsch has advanced a long way 
on the path that was first entered by F. K. Meier, and has 
arranged his material in a way that far excels all earlier 
attempts. The general and special aspects of the history of 
dogma are here almost completely worked into one, * and in 
the main divisions, ** Grounding of the old Catholic Church doc- 
trine," and ** Development of the old Catholic Church doctrine," 
justice is at last done to the most important problem which 
the history of dogma presents, though in my opinion the 
division is not made at the right place, and the problem is 
not so clearly kept in view in the execution as the arrange- 
ment would lead one to expect. ^ Nitzsch has freed himself 

writers of the "Centuries," for these were well aware that the corruption did 
not first begin in the middle ages. 

1 This fulfils a requirement urged by Weizsacker (Jahrb. f. Deutsche Theol. 
1866. p. 170 IT.) 

2 See RitschPs Essay, '^Ueber die Methode der alteren Dogmengeschichte " 
Qahrb. f. deutsche Theol. 1871. p. 191 ff.) in which the advance made by 
Nitzsch is estimated, and at the same time, an arrangement proposed for the 
treatment of the earlier history of dogma which would group the material more 
clearly and more suitably than has been done by Nitzsch. After having laid 
the foundation for a correct historical estimate of the development of early 
Christianity in his work "Entstehung der Alt-Katholischen Kirche", 1857, Ritschl 
published an epoch-making study in the history of dogma in his "History of 
the doctrine of justification and reconciliation". 2 edit. 1883. We have no super- 
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from that speculative view of the history of dogma which 
reads ideas into it. No doubt idea and motive on the one 
hand, form and expression on the other, must be distinguished 
for every period. But the historian falls into vagueness as 
soon as be seeks and professes to find behind the demonstrable 
ideas and aims which have moved a period, others of which, 
as a matter of fact, that period itself knew nothing at all. 
Besides, the invariable result of that procedure is to concen- 
trate the attention on the theological and philosophical points 
of dogma, and either neglect or put a new construction on 
the most concrete and important, the expression of the reli- 
gious faith itself. Rationalism has been reproached with 
"throwing out the child with the bath," but this is really 
worse, for here the child is thrown out while the bath is 
retained. Every advance in the future treatment of our sub- 



abundance of good monographs on the history of dogma. There are few that 
give such exact information regarding the Patristic period as that of Von Engel- 
hardt "Ueber das Christenthum Justin's", 1878, and Zahn's work on Marcellus, 
1867. Among the investigators of our age, Renan above all has clearly recog- 
nised that there are only two main periods in the history of dogma, and that 
the changes which Christianity experienced after the establishment of the Ca- 
tholic Church bear no porportion to the changes which preceded. His words are 
as follows (Hist, des origin, du Christianisme T. VII. p. 503 f.): — the division 
about the year 180 is certainly placed too early, regard being had to what was 
then really authoritative in the Church. — "Si nous comparons maintenant le 
Christianisme, tel qu'il existait vers Tan 180, au Christianisme du IVe et du 
Ve. si^cle, au Christianisme du moyen &ge, au Christianisme de nos jours, nous 
trouvons qu'en realit6 il s'est augment6 des tr^s peu de chose dans les si^cles 
qui ont suivis. En 180, le Nouveau Testament est clos: il ne s*y ajouteraplus 
un seul livre nouveau (?). Lentement, les ^pitres de Paul ont conquis leur place 
a la suite des !^vangiles, dans le code sacr^ et dans la liturgie. Quant aux 
dogmes, rien n'est fix6; mais le germe de tout existe; presque aucune id6e 
n' apparaitra qui ne puisse faire valoir des autorit6s du ler et du 2e si^cles. 
II y a du trop, il y a des contradictions; le travail th6ologique consistera bien 
plus a ^monder, a ^carter des superfluit6s qu'k inventer du nouveau. L'i^glise 
laissera tomber une foule de choses mal commenc6es, elle sortira de bien des 
impasses. Elle a encore deux coeurs, pour ainsi dire; elle a plusieurs tfites; ces 
anomalies tomberont; mais aucun dogme vraiment original ne se formera plus". 
Also the discussions in chapters 28-34, of the same volume. H. Thiersch (Die 
Kirche im Apostolischen Zeitalter, 1852) reveals a deep insight into the differ- 
ence between the spirit of the New Testament writers and the post-Apostolic 
Fathers, but he has overdone these differences and sought to explain them by 
the mythological assumption of an Apostasy. A great amount of material for 
the history of dogma may be found in the great work of Bohringer, Die Kirche 
Christ! und ihre Zeugen, oder die Kirchengeschichte in Biographien. 2 Edit. 1864. 
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ject will further depend on the effort to comprehend the 
history of dogma without reference to the momentary opinions 
of the present, and also on keeping it in closest connection 
with the history of the Church from which it can never be 
separated without damage. We have something to learn on 
this point from rationalistic historians of dogma. * But progress 
fs finally dependent on a true perception of what the Christian 
religion originally was, for this perception alone enables us to 

I By the connection with general church history we must above all under- 
stand, a continuous regard to the world within which the church has been de- 
veloped. The most recent works on the history of the church and of dogma, 
those of Renan, Overbeck (Anfange der patristischen Litteratur). Aube, Von 
Engelhardt Qustin), Kiihn (Minucius Felix). Hatch ("Organization of the early 
church," and especially his posthumous work " The influence of Greek ideas and 
usages upon the Christian Church," 1890, in which -may be found the most 
ample proof for the conception of the early history of dogma which is set forth 
in the following pages), are in this respect worthy of special note. Deserving 
of mention also is R. Rothe who in his "Vorlesungen Uber Kirchengeschichte", 
edited by Weingarten," 1875. 2 vols, gave most significant suggestions towards a 
really historical conception of the history of the church and of dogma. To Rothe 
belongs the undiminished merit of realising thoroughly the significance of 
nationality in church history. But the theology of our century is also indebted 
for the first scientific conception of Catholicism, not to Marheineke or Winer, 
but to Rothe. (see Vol. II. pp. i-ii especially p. 7 f.). "The development of the 
Christian Church in the Graeco-Roman world was not at the same time a devel- 
opment of that world by the church and further by Christianity. There remained 
as the result of the process nothing but the completed church. The world which 
had built it had made itself bankrupt in doing so ". With regard to the origin 
and development of the Catholic cultus and constitution, nay, even of the Ethic 
(see Luthardt, Die antike Ethik, 1887, preface), that has been recognised by 
Protestant scholars, which one always hesitates to recognise with regard to 
catholic dogma: see the excellent remarks of Schwegler, Nachapostolisches Zeit- 
alter. Vol. I. p. 3 if. It may be hoped that an intelligent consideration of early 
christian literature will form the bridge to a broad and intelligent view of the 
history of dogma. The essay of Overbeck mentioned above (Histor. Zeitschrift. 
N. F. XII. p. 417 ff.) may be most heartily recommended in this respect. It is 
very gratifying to find an investigator so conservative as Sohm, now fully ad- 
mitting, that " Christian theology grew up in the second and third centuries, when 
its foundations were laid for all time(?), the last great production of the Hel- 
lenic Spirit". (Kirchengeschichte im Grundriss. 1888. p. 37). The same scholar 
in his very important Kirchenrecht. Bd. I. 1892, has transferred to the history of 
the origin of Church law and Church organization, the points of view which 
I have applied in the following account to the consideration of dogma. He has 
thereby succeeded in correcting many old errors and prejudices 5 but in my 
opinion he has obscured the truth by exaggerations connected with a conception, 
not only of original Christianity but also of the Gospel in general, which is 
partly a narrow legal view, partly an enthusiastic one. He has arrived ex errore 
per veritatem ad errorem; but there are few books from which so much may be 
learned about early church history as from this paradoxical "Kirchenrecht". 
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distinguish that which sprang out of the inherent power of 
Christianity from that which it has assimilated in the course 
of its history. For the historian, however, who does not wish 
to serve a party, there are two standards in accordance with 
which he may criticise the history of dogma. He may either, 
as far as this is possible, compare it with the Gospel, or he may 
judge it according to the historical conditions of the time and 
the result. Both ways can exist side by side, if only they are not 
mixed up with one another. Protestantism has in principle 
expressly recognised the first, and it will also have the power 
to bear its conclusions ; for the saying of TertuUian still holds 
good in it; "Nihil Veritas erubescit nisi solummodo abscondi." 
The historian who follows this maxim, and at the same time 
has no desire to be wiser than the facts, will, while furthering 
science, perform the best service also to every Christian com- 
munity that desires to build itself upon the Gospel. 

After the appearance of the first and second editions of this 
Work, Loofs published, "Leitfaden fur seine Vorlesungen 
iiber Dogmengeschichte," Halle, 1889, and in the following 
year, "Leitfaden zum Studium der Dogmengeschichte, zunachst 
fiir seine Vorlesungen," (second and enlarged edition of the first- 
named book). The work in its conception of dogma and its 
history comes pretty near that stated above, and it is distin- 
guished by independent investigation and excellent selection of 
material. I myself have published a " Grundriss der Dogmen- 
geschichte," 2. Edit in one vol. 1893. (Outlines of the history 
of dogma, English translation. Hodder and Stoughton). That 
this has not been written in vain, I have the pleasure of seeing 
from not a few notices of professional colleagues. I may 
mention the Church history of Herzog in the new revision by 
Koffmane, the first vol. of the Church history of Karl MuUer, 
the first vol. of the Symbolik of Kattenbusch, and Kaftans 
work. " The truth of the Christian religion." Wilhelm Schmidt, 
"Der alte Glaube und die Wahrheit des Christenthums," 1891, 
has attempted to furnish a refutation in principle of Kaftan's work. 



CHAPTER II 

THE PRESUPPOSITIONS OF THE HISTORY OF DOGMA 

§ I. Introductory. 

The Gospel presents itself as an Apocalyptic message on 
the soil of the Old Testament, and as the fulfilment of the 
law and the prophets, and yet is a new thing, the creation 
of a universal religion on the basis of that of the Old Testa- 
ment. It appeared when the time was fulfilled, that is, it is 
not without a connection with the stage of religious and spi- 
ritual development which was brought about by the inter- 
course of Jews and Greeks, and waS established in the Roman 
\ Empire; but still it is a new religion because it cannot be 
separated from Jesus Christ. When the traditional religion 
has become too narrow the new religion usually appears as 
something of a very abstract nature; philosophy comes upon 
the scene, and religion withdraws from social life and be- 
comes a private matter. But here an overpowering personality 
has appeared — the Son of God. Word and deed coincide in 
that personality, and as it leads men into a new communion 
with God, it unites them at the same time inseparably with 
itself, enables them to act on the world as light and leaven, 
and joins them together in a spiritual unity and an active 
confederacy. 

2. Jesus Christ brought no new doctrine, but he set forth 
in his own person a holy life with God and before God, and 
gave himself in virtue of this life to the service of his breth- 
ren in order to win them for the Kingdom of God, that is, 
to lead them out of selfishness and the world, to God, out of 
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the natural connections and contrasts to a union in love, and 
prepare them for an eternal kingdom and an eternal life. 
But while working for this Kingdom of God he did not with- 
draw from the religious and political communion of his people, 
nor did he induce his disciples to leave that communion. On 
the contrary, he described the Kingdom of God as the fulfil- 
ment of the promises given to the nation, and himself as the 
Messiah whom that nation expected. By doing so he secured 
for his new message, and with it his own person, a place in 
the system of religious ideas and hopes, which by means of 
the Old Testament were then, in diverse forms, current in the 
Jewish nation. The origin of a doctrine concerning the Mes- 
sianic hope, in which the Messiah was no longer an unknown 
being, but Jesus of Nazareth, along with the new temper and 
disposition of believers was a direct result of the impression 
made by the person of Jesus. The conception of the Old Tes- 
tament in accordance with the analogia fideiy that is, in accor- 
dance with the conviction that this Jesus of Nazareth is the 
Christ, was therewith given. Whatever sources of comfort and 
strength Christianity, even in its New Testament, has possessed 
or does possess up to the present, is for the most" part taken 
from the Old Testament, viewed from a Christian stand-point, 
in virtue of the impression of the person of Jesus. Even its 
dross was changed into gold ; its hidden treasures were brought 
forth, and while the earthly and transitory were recognised as. 
symbols of the heavenly and eternal, there rose up a world 
of blessings, of holy ordinances, and of sure grace prepared 
by God from eternity. One could joyfully make oneself at 
home in it; for its long history guaranteed a sure future and 
a blessed close, while it offered comfort and certainty in all 
the changes of life to every individual heart that would only 
raise itself to God. From the positive position which Jesus 
took up towards the Old Testament, that is, towards the reli- 
gious traditions of his people, his Gospel gained a footing 
which later on preserved it from dissolving in the gl6w of 
enthusiasm, or melting away in the ensnaring dream of anti- 
quity, that dream of the indestructible Divine nature of the 
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human spirit, and the nothingness and baseness of all material 
things. * But from the positive attitude of Jesus to the Jewish 
tradition, there followed also, for a generation that had long 
been accustomed to grope after the Divine active in the world, 
the summons to think out a theory of the media of revelation, 
and so put an end to the uncertainty with which speculation 
had hitherto been afflicted. This like every theory of religion 
concealed in itself the danger of crippling the power of faith ; , 
for men are ever prone to compound with religion itself by a 
religious theory. 

3. The result of the preaching of Jesus, however, in the 
case of the believing Jews, was not only the illumination of 
the Old Testament by the Gospel and the confirmation of the 
Gospel by the Old Testament, but not less, though indirectly, 
the detachment of believers from the religious community of 
the Jews, from the Jewish Church. How this came about 
cannot be discussed here: we may satisfy ourselves with the 
fact that it was essentially accomplished in the first two 
generations of believers. The Gospel was a message for hu- 
manity even where there was no break with Judaism: but it 
seemed impossible to bring this message home to men who 
were not Jews in any other way than by leaving the Jewish 
Church. But to leave that Church was to declare it to be 
worthless, and that could only be done by conceiving it as a 
malformation from its very commencement, or assuming that 
it had temporarily or completely fulfilled its mission. In 
either case it was necessary to put another in its place, for, 
according to the Old Testament it was unquestionable that 
God had not only given revelations, but through these revela- 
tions had founded a nation, a religious community. The 
result, also, to which the conduct of the unbelieving Jews, and 
the social union of the disciples of Jesus required by that 

I The Old Testament of itself alone could not have convinced the Graeco- 
Roman world. But the converse question might perhaps be raised as to what 
results the Gospel would have had in that world without its union with the 
Old Testament. The Gnostic Schools and the Marcionite Church are to some 
extent the answer. But would they ever have arisen without the presupposition 
of a christian community which recognised the Old Testament? 
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conduct, led, was carried home with irresistible power: be- 
lievers in Christ are the community of Grod, they are the 
true Israel, the ixK\ticta rov deov: but the Jewish Church per- 
sisting in its unbelief is the Synagogue of Satan. Out of this 
consciousness sprang, first as a power in which one believed, 
but which immediately began to be operative, though not as 
a commonwealth, the christian church, a special communion 
of hearts on the basis of a personal union with God, established 
by Christ and mediated by the Spirit; a communion whose 
essential mark was to claim as its own the Old Testament 
and the idea of being the people of God, to sweep aside the 
Jewish conception of the Old Testament and the Jewish Church, 
and thereby gain the shape and power of a community that 
is capable of a mission for the world. 

4. This independent Christian community could not have 
been formed had not Judaism, in consequence of inner and 
outer developments, then reached a point at which it must 
either altogether cease to grow or burst its shell. This com- 
munity is the presupposition of the history of dogma, and the 
position which it took up towards the Jewish tradition, is, 
strictly speaking, the point of departure for all further devel- 
opments, so far as with the removal of all national and cere- 
monial peculiarities it proclaimed itself to be what the Jewish 
Church wished to be. We find the Christian Church about the 
middle of the third century, after severe crises, in nearly the 
same position to the Old Testament and to Judaism as it was 
150 ar 200 years earlier.^ It makes the same claim to the 
Old Testament, and builds its faith and hope upon its teach- 
ing. It is also as before strictly antinational, above all anti- 
judaic, and sentences the Jewish religious community to the 
abyss of hell. It might appear, then, as though the basis for 
the further development of Christianity as a church, was com- 



I We here leave out of account learned attempts to expound Paulinism. Nor 
do we take any notice of certain truths regarding the relation of the Old 
Testament to the New, and regarding the Jewish religion, stated by the Anti- 
gnostic church teachers, truths which are certainly very important, but have 
not been sufficiently utilised. 



^ 
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pletely given from the moment in which the first breach of 
believers with the synagogue, and the formation of indepen- 
dent Christian communities took place. The problem, the 
solution of which will always exercise this church, so far as it 
reflects upon its faith, will be to turn the Old Testament 
more completely to account in its own sense, so as to con- 
demn the Jewish Church with its particular and national forms. 
5. But the rule even for the Christian use of the Old Testa- 
ment, lay originally in the living connection in which one 
stood with the Jewish people and its traditions, and a new 
religious community, a religious commonwealth, was not yet 
realised, although it existed for faith and thought. If again 
we compare the Church about the middle of the third century 
with the condition of Christendom 150 or 200 years before, 
we shall find that there is now a real religious common- 
wealth, while at the earlier period there were only commu- 
nities who believed in a heavenly Church, whose earthly image 
they were, endeavoured to give it expression with the Am- 
plest means, and lived in the future as strangers and pilgrims 
on the earth, hastening to meet the Kingdom of whose ex- 
istence they had the surest guarantee. We now really find a 
new commonwealth, politically formed and equipped with 
fixed forms of all kinds. We recognise in these forms few 
Jewish, but many Graeco-Roman features, and finally,, we per- 
ceive also in the doctrine of faith on which this common- 
wealth is based, the philosophic spirit of the Greeks. We find 
a Church as a political union and worship institute, a formu- 
lated faith and a sacred learning; but one thing we no longer 
find, the old enthusiasm and individualism which had not felt 
itself fettered by subjection to the authority of the Old Tes- 
tament. Instead of enthusiastic independent Christians, we 
find a new literature of revelation, the New Testament, and 
Christian priests. When did these formations begin ? How, and 
by what influence was the living faith transformed into the 
creed to be believed, the surrender to Christ into a philo- 
sophic Christology, the Holy Church into the corpus permixtuniy 
the glowing hope of the Kingdom of heaven into a doctrine 
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of immortality and deification, prophecy into a learned exe- 
gesis and theological science, the bearers of the spirit into 
clerics, the brethren into laity held in tutelage, miracles and 
healings into nothing, or into priestcraft, the fervent prayers 
into a solemn ritual, renunciation of the world into a jealous 
dominion over the world , the " spirit " into constraint and law ? 
There can be no doubt about the answer: these formations 
are as old in their origin as the detachment of the Gospel 
from the Jewish Church. A religious faith which seeks to 
establish a communion of its own in opposition to another, 
is compelled to borrow from that other what it needs. The re- 
ligion which is life and feeling of the heart cannot be cofivei::^ed 
into a knowledge determining the motley multitude of 9ien 
without deferring to their wishes and opinions. Even the ho- 
liest must clothe itself in the same existing earthly forms as 
the profane, if it wishes to found on earth a confederacy 
which is to take the place of another, and if it does not 
wish to enslave, but to determine the reason. When the Gospel 
was rejected by the Jewish nation, and had disengaged itself 
from all connection with that nation, it was already settled 
whence it must take the material to form for itself a new 
body, and be transformed into a Church and a theology. Na- 
tional and particular in the ordinary sense of the word these 
forms could not be: the contents of the Gospel were too rich 
for that; but separated from Judaism, nay, even before that 
separation, the Christian religion came in contact with the Ro- 
man world and with a culture which had already mastered 
the world, viz., the Greek. The Christian Church and its doc- 
trine were developed within the Roman world and Greek cul- 
ture in opposition to the Jewish Church. This fact is just as 
important for the history of dogma as the other stated above, 
that this Church was continuously nourished on the Old Tes- 
tament. Christendom was of course conscious of being in 
opposition to the empire and its culture, as well as to Ju- 
daism; but this from the beginning — apart from a few ex- 
ceptions — was not without reservations. No man can serve 
two masters; but in setting up a spiritual power in this world 
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one must serve an earthly master, even when he desires to 
naturalise the spiritual in the world. As a consequence of 
the complete break with the Jewish Church there followed 
not only the strict necessity of quarrying the stones for the 
building of the Church from the Graeco-Roman world, but 
also the idea that Christianity has a more positive relation 
to that world than to the synagogue. And, as the Church 
was being built, the original enthusiasm must needs vanish. 
The separation from Judaism having taken place, it was ne- 
cessary that the spirit of another people should be admitted, 
and should also materially determine the manner of turning 
the Old Testament to advantage. 

6. But an inner necessity was at work here no less than 
an outer. Judaism and Hellenism in the age of Christ were 
opposed to each other not only as dissimilar powers of equal 
value, but the latter having its origin among a small people 
became a universal spiritual power, which, severed from 
its original nationality, had for that very reason penetrated 
foreign nations. It had even laid hold of Judaism, and the 
anxious care of her professional watchmen to hedge round 
the national possession, is but a proof of the advancing de- 
composition within the Jewish nation. Israel, no doubt, had a 
sacred treasure which was of greater value than all the trea- 
sures of the Greeks, — the living God — but in what miserable 
vessels was this treasure preserved and how much inferior 
was all else possessed by this nation in comparison with the 
riches, the power, the delicacy and freedom of the Greek 
spirit and it3 intellectual possessions. A movement like that 
of Christianity, which discovered to the Jew the soul whose 
dignity was not dependent on its descent from Abraham, but 
on its responsibility to God, could not continue in the frame- 
work of Judaism however expanded, but must soon recognise 
in that world which the Greek spirit had discovered and pre- 
pared, the field which belonged to it: ilKira^ *lovixloig fiiv 
vifiog, ^EAAfj/ ii 0iXo9O^la fiixp^^ ^9^ votpovtriag Ivt6v$sv ii if 
kXH^k; ^ xatoXtKij [to the Jews the law, to the Greeks Philos- 
ophy, up to the Farousia; from that time the catholic invi- 
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tation]. But the Gospel at first was preached exclusively to 
the lost sheep of the house of Israel and that which inwardly 
united it with Hellenism did not yet appear in any doctrine 
or definite form of knowledge. 

On the contrary the Church doctrine of faith, in the preparatory 
stage from the Apologists up to the time of Origen, hardly 
in any point shews the traces, scarcely even the remembrance 
of a time in which the Gospel was not detached from Judaism. 
For that very reason, it is absolutely impossible to understand 
this preparation and development solely from the writings that 
remain to us as monuments of that short earliest period. The 
attempts at deducing the genesis of the Church's doctrinal 
system from the theology of Paul, or from compromises 
between Apostolic doctrinal ideas, will always miscarry; 
for they fail to note that to the most important premises 
of the Catholic doctrine of faith belongs an element which 
we cannot recognise as dominant in the New Testament, ' 



I There is indeed no single writing of the New Testament which does not 
betray the influence of the mode of thought and general conditions of the culture 
of the time which resulted from the Hellenising of the east : even the use of 
the Greek translatioQ of the Old Testament attests this fact. Nay, we may go 
further, and say that the Gospel itself is historically unintelligible, so long as 
we compare it with an exclusive Judaism as yet unaffected by any foreign 
influence. But on the other hand, it is just as clear that specifically Hellenic 
ideas form the presuppositions ne[ther foi the Gospel itself, nor for the most 
important New Testament writings. It is a question rather as to a general 
spiritual atmosphere created by Hellenism, which above all strengthened the 
individual element, and with it Che idea of completed personality, in itself living and 
responsible. On this foundation we meet with a religious mode of thought in 
the Gospel and the early Christian writings, which so far as it is at all depen- 
dent on an earlier mode of thought, is determined by the spirit of the Old 
Testament (Psalms and Prophets), and of Judaism. But it is already otherwise 
with the earliest Gentile christmn writings. The mode of thought here is so 
thoroughly determined by the Hellenic spirit that we seem to have entered a new 
world when we pass fcom the synoplists, Paul and John, to Clement, Barnabas, 
Justin or Valentinus. We may therefore say, especially in the frame-work of 
the bistoiy of dogma, that the Hellenic element has exercised an influence on 
thi. Gospel first on Gentile Christian soil, and by those who were Greek by birth, if 
we reserve the general spiritual atmosphere above referred to. Even Paul is 
xception ; for in spite of the well-founded statements of Weiisacker (Apostolic 
voL I, Book II) and Heinrici (Das 2 Sendschreiben an die Korinthier, 
, p. 578 ff.), as to the Hellenism of Paul, it is certain that the Apostle's 
; of religious thought, in the strict sense of the word, and therefore also the 
rinal formation peculiar to him, are bat little determined by the Gruk spirit. 
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viz., the Hellenic spirit. ^ As far backwards as we can trace 
the history of the propagation of the Church's doctrine of 
faith, from the middle of the third century to the end of the 
first, we nowhere perceive a leap, or the sudden influx of an 
entirely new element. What we perceive is rather the grad- 
ual disappearance of an original element, the Enthusiastic 
and Apocalyptic, that is, of the sure consciousness of an im- 
mediate possession of the Divine Spirit, and the hope of the 
future conquering the present; individual piety conscious of 
itself and sovereign, living in the future world, recognising no 
external authority and no external barriers. This piety became 
ever weaker and passed away: the utilising of the Codex of 
Revelation, the Old Testament, proportionally increased with 
the Hellenic influences which controlled the process, for the 
two went always hand in hand. At an earlier period the 
Churches made very little use of either, because they had in 
individual religious inspiration on the basis of Christ's preaching 

But it is to be specially noted that as a missionary and an Apologist he made 
use of Greek ideas (Epistles to the Romans and Corinthians). He was not afraid 
to put the Gospel into Greek modes of thought. To this extent we can already 
observe in him the beginning of the development which we can trace so clearly 
in the Gentile Church from Clement to Justin, and from Justin to Irenaeus. 

I The complete universalism of salvation is given in the Pauline conception 
of Christianity. But this conception is singular. Because: (i) the Pauline 
universalism is based on a criticism of the Jewish religion as religion, including 
the Old Testanlent, which was not understood and therefore not received by 
Christendom in general. (2) Because Paul not only formulated no nationid 
antijudaism, but always recognised the prerogative of the people of Israel as a 
people. (3) Because his idea of the Gospel, with all his Greek culture, is indepen- 
dent of HeUenism in its deepest grounds. This peculiarity of the Pauline Gospel 
is the reason why little more could pass from it into the common consciousness 
of Christendom than the universalism of salvation, and why the later development 
of the Church cannot be explained from Paulinism. Baur, therefore, was quite 
right when be recognised that we must exhibit another and more powerful element 
in order to comprehend the post-Pauline formations. In the selection of this 
element, however, he has made a fundamental mistake, by introducing the narrow 
national Jewish Christianity, and he has also given much too great scope to 
Paulinism by wrongly conceiving it as Gentile Christian doctrine. One great 
difficulty for the historian of the early Church is that he cslnnot start from 
Paulinism, the plainest phenomenon of the Apostolic age, in seeking to explain 
the following development, that in fact the premises for this development are 
not at all capable of being indicated in the form of outlines, just because they 
were too general. But on the other hand, the Pauline Theology, this thediogy 
of one who had been a Pharisee, is the strongest proof of the independent and 
universal power of the impression made by the Person of Jesus. 
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and the sure hope of his Kingdom which was near at hand, 
much more than either could bestow. The factors whose 
co-operation we observe in the second and third centuries, were 
already operative among the earliest Gentile Christians. We 
nowhere find a yawning gulf in the great development which 
lies between the first Epistle of Clement and the work of 
Origen Uep) ipxSsif* Even the importance which the "Apostol- 
ic" was to obtain, was already foreshadowed by the end of 
the first century, and enthusiasm always had its limits. ^ The 
most decisive division, therefore, falls before the end of the 
first century; or more correctly, the relatively new element, 
the Greek, which is of importance for the forming of the 
Church as a commonwealth, and consequently for the forma- 
tion ot its doctrine, is clearly present in the churches even 
in the Apostolic age. Two hundred years, however, passed 
before it made itself completely at home in the Gospel, 
although there were points of connection inherent in the Gospel. 
7. The cause of the great historical fact is clear. It is 
given in the fact that the Gospel, rejected by the majority of 
the Jews, was very soon proclaimed to those who were not 
Jews, that after a few decades the greater number of its pro- 
fessors were found among the Greeks, and that, consequently, 
the development leading to the Catholic dogma took place 
within Graeco-Roman culture. But within this culture there 
was lacking the power of understanding either the idea of the 

I In the main writings of the New Testament itself we have a twofold con- 
ception of the Spirit. According to the one he comes upon the believer fitfuUy, 
expresses himself in visible signs, deprives men of self-consciousness, and puts 
them beside themselves. According to the other, the spirit is a constant pos- 
session of the Christian, operates in him by enlightening the conscience and 
strengthening the character, and his fruits are love, joy, peace, patience, gentle- 
ness, etc. (Gal. V. 22). Paul above all taught Christians to value these fruits of 
the spirit higher than all the other effects of his working. But he has not by 
any means produced a perfectly clear view on this point: for ^^ he himself spoke 
with more tongues than they all ". As yet " Spirit " lay within " Spirit." One 
felt in the spirit of sonship a completely new gift coming from God and recreating 
life, a miracle of God; further, this spirit also produced sudden exclamations — 
"Abba, Father;" and thus shewed himself in a way patent tojthe senses. For 
that very reason, the spirit of ecstasy and of miracle appeared identical with 
the spirit of sonship. (See Gunkel, Die Wirkungen d. h. Geistes nach der po- 
pularen Anschauung der Apostol. Zeit. Gottingen, 1888). 
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completed Old Testament theocracy, or the idea of the Mes- 
siah. Both of these essential elements of the original procla- 
mation, therefore, must either be neglected or remodelled. * 
But it is hardly allowable to mention details however impor- 
tant, where the whole segregate of ideas, of religious historical 
perceptions and presuppositions, which were based on the old 
Testament, understood in a Christian sense, presented itself 
as something new and strange. One can easily appropriate 
words, but not practical ideas. Side by side with the Old 
Testament religion as the presupposition of the Gospel, and 
using its forms of thought, the moral and religious views and 
ideals dominant in the world of Greek culture could not but 
insinuate themselves into the communities consisting of Gen- 
tiles. From the enormous material that was brought home 
to the hearts of the Greeks, whether formulated by Paul 
or by any other, only a few rudimentary ideas could at first 
be appropriated. For that very reason, the Apostolic Catholic 
doctrine of faith in its preparation and establishment, is no 
mere continuation of that which, by uniting things that are 
certainly very dissimilar, is wont to be described as "Biblical 
Theology of the New Testament." Biblical Theology, even when 
kept within reasonable limits, is not the presupposition of the 
history of dogma. The Gentile Christians were little able to 
comprehend the controversies which stirred the Apostolic age 
within Jewish Christianity. The presuppositions of the history 
of dogma are given in certain fundamental ideas, or rather 
motives of the Gospel, (in the preaching concerning Jesus 
Christ, in the teaching of Evangelic ethics and the future 
life, in the Old Testament capable of any interpretation, but 
to be interpreted with reference to Christ and the Evangelic 
history), and in the Greek spirit. * 

1 It may even be said here that the i^wav(a {^^ ctluvteo) on the one hand 
and the IxKkuviu on the other,^ have already appeared in place of the fiavt^s/a 
Toff $toC, and that the idea of Messiah has been finally replaced by that of the 
Divine Teacher and of God manifest in the flesh. 

2 It is one of the merits of Bruno Bauer (Christus und die Casaren, 1877), 
that he has appreciated the real significance of the Greek element in the Gen- 
tile Christianity which became the Catholic Church and doctrine, and that he 
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8. The foregoing statements involve that the difference 
between the development which led to the Catholic doctrine 
of religion and the original condition, was by no means a 
total one. By recognising the Old Testament as a book of 
Divine revelation, the Gentile Christians received along with 
it the religious speech which was used by Jewish Christians, 
were made dependent upon the interpretation which had been 
used from the very beginning, and even received a great part 
of the Jewish literature which accompanied the Old Testament. 
But the possession of a common religious speech and litera- 
ture is never a mere outward bond of union, however strong 
the impulse be to introduce the old familiar contents into the 
newly acquired speech. The Jewish, that is, the Old Testa- 
y ment element, divested of its national peculiarity, has remained 
the basis of Christendom. It has saturated this element with the 
Greek spirit, but has always clung to its main idea, faith in 

has appreciated the influence of the Judaism of the Diaspora as a preparation for 
this Gentile Christianity. But these valuable contributions have, unfortunately, 
been deprived of their convincing power by a baseless criticism of the early 
Christian literature, to which Christ and Paul have fallen a sacrifice. Some- 
what more cautious are the investigations of Havet in the fourth volume of 
Le Christianisme, 1884; Le Nouveau Testament. He has won great merit 
by the correct interpretation of the elements of Gentile Christianity developing 
themselves to Catholicism, but his literary criticism is often unfortunately entirely 
abstract, reminding one of the criticism of Voltaire, and therefore his statement 
in detail kre, as a rule, arbitrary and untenable. There is a school in Holland 
at the present time closely related to Bruno Bauer and Havet, which attempts 
to banish early Christianity from the world. Christ and Paul are creations of 
the second century: the history of Christianity begins with the passage of the 
first century into the second — a peculiar phenomenon on the soil of Hellenised 
Judaism in quest of a Messiah. This Judaism created Jesus Christ just as the 
later Greek religious philosophers created their Saviour (ApoUonius for example). 
The Marcionite Church produced Paul and the growing Catholic Church completed 
him. See the numerous treatises of Loman, the Verisimilia of Pierson and 
Naber (1886), and the anonymous English work" Antiqua Mater" (1887), also the 
works of Steck (see especially his Untersuchung iiber den Galaterbrief). Against 
these works see P. V. Schmidt's. '^Der Galaterbrief" 1892. It requires a deep 
knowledge of the problems which the first two centuries of the Christian Church 
present, in order not to thrust aside as simply absurd these attempts, which as 
yet have failed to deal with the subject in a connected way. They have their 
strength in the difficulties and riddles which are contained in the history of the 
formation of the Catholic tradition in the second century. But the single cir- 
cumstance that we are asked to regard as a forgery such a document as the first 
Epistle of Paul to the Corinthians, appears to me, of itself, to be an unanswerable 
argument against the new hypotheses. 
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God as the creator and ruler of the world. It has in the 
course of its development rejected important parts' of that 
Jewish element, and has borrowed others at a later period 
from the great treasure that was transmitted to it. It has 
also been able to turn to account the least adaptable features 
if only for the external confirmation of its own ideas. The Old 
Testament applied to Christ and his universal Church has 
always remained the decisive document, and it was long ere 
Christian writings received the same authority, long ere indi- 
vidual doctrines and sayings of Apostolic writings obtained 
an influence on the formation of ecclesiastical doctrine. 

9. From yet another side, there makes its appearance an 
agreement between the circles of Palestinian believers in Jesus 
and the Gentile Christian communities, which endured for 
more than a century, though it was ofcourse gradually effaced. 
It is the enthusiastic element which unites them, the consciousness 
of standing in an immediate union with God through the Spirit, 
and receiving directly from God's hand miraculous gifts, powers 
and revelations, granted to the individual that he may turn 
them to account in the service of the Church. The depoten- 
tiation of the Christian religion, where one may believe in the 
inspiration of another, but no longer feels his own, nay, dare 
not feel it, is not altogether coincident with its settlement on 
Greek soil. On the contrary, it was more than two centuries 
ere weakness and reflection suppressed, or all but suppressed, 
the forms in which the personal consciousness of God origin- 
ally expressed itself. * Now it certainly lies in the nature of 

I It would be a fniitful task, though as yet it has not been undertaken, to ) 
examine how long visions, dreams and apocalypses on the one hand, and the 
claim of speaking in the power and name of the Holy Spirit on the other, 
played a role in the early Church ; and farther to shew how they nearly died out 
among the laity, but continued to live among the clergy and the monks, and 
how, even among the laity, there were again and again sporadic outbreaks of 
them. The material which the first three centuries present, is very great. Only 
a few may be mentioned here: Ignat. ad. Rom. VII. 2: ad. Philad. VII. ad. 
Eph. XX. I, etc. : i. Clem. LXIII. 2 : Martyr. Polyc. : Acta Perpet. et Felic : Tertull. 
de animo XL VII: ^^ Major psene vis hominum e visionibus deum discunt. " 
Orig. c. Celsum. i. 46: toAAo/ <50'Tfpe2 tinovrt^ ^po^^th^h^^art %pi9'r<ffvi0'/K^, Tve^- 
fietrdQ t$v6q rpi^eevroQ .... xeti ^carreM-iua-cevroQ abrov^ dyrap ^ *6vetp (even Amobius 
was ostensibly led to Christianity by a dream). Cyprian makes the most extensive 
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enthusiasm, that it can assume the most diverse forms of ex- 
pression, and follow very different impulses, and so far it fre- 
quently separates instead of uniting. But so long as criticism 
and reflection are not yet awakened, and a uniform ideal hov- 
ers before one it does unite, and in this sense there existed 
an identity of disposition between the earliest Jewish Christians 
and the still enthusiastic Gentile Christian communities. 

10. But, finally, there is a still further uniting element 
between the beginnings of the development to Catholicism, 
and the original condition of the Christian religion as a move- 
ment within Judaism, the importance of which cannot be over- 
rated, although we have every reason to complain here of the 
obscurity of the tradition. Between the Graeco-Roman world 
which was in search of a spiritual religion, and the Jewish 
commonwealth which already possessed such a religion as a na- 
tional property, though vitiated by exclusiveness, there had 
long been a Judaism which, penetrated by the Greek spirit, was, 
ex professoy devoting itself to the task of bringing a new reli- 
gion to the Greek world, the Jewish religion, but that religion 
in its kernel Greek, that is, philosophically moulded, spiritu- 
alised and secularised. Here then was already consummated 
an intimate union of the Greek spirit with the Old Testament 
religion, within the Empire and to a less degree in Palestine 
itself. If everything is not to be dissolved into a grey mist, we 
must' clearly distinguish this union between Judaism and Hel- 
lenism and the spiritualising of religion it produced, from the 
powerful but indeterminable influences which the Greek spirit 

use of dreams, visions, etc., in his letters, see for example Ep. XI. 3-5 : XVI. 4 
(^^praeter noctumas visiones per dies quoque impletur apud nos spiritu sancto 
puerorum innocens setas, quae in ecstasi videt," etc.); XXXIX. I : LXVI. 10 
(very interesting : ^ quamquam sciam somnia ridicula et visiones ineptas quibus- 
dam videri, sed utique illis, qui malunt contra sacerdotes credere quam sacerdoti, 
sed nihil miiiim, quando de Joseph fratres sui dixerunt : ecce somniator ille,*' etc.). 
One who took part in the baptismal controversy in the great Synod of Carthage 
writes, ^* secundum motum animi mei et spiritus sancti.'* The enthusiastic element 
was always evoked with special power in times of persecution, as the genuine 
African martyrdoms from the second half of the third century specially shew. 
Cf. especially the passio Jacobi, Mariani, etc. But where the enthusiasm was not 
convenient it was called, as in the case of the Montanists, daemonic. Even 
Constantine operated with dreams and visions of Christ (see his Vita). 
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exercised on all things Jewish, and which have been a histor- 
ical condition of the Gospel. The alliance, in my opinion, 
was of no significance at all for the origin of the Gospel, but 
was of the most decided importance, first, for the propagation 
of Christianity, and then, for the development of Christianity 
to Catholicism, and for the genesis of the Catholic doctrine of 
faith. * We cannot certainly name any particular personality 
who was specially active in this, but we can mention three 
facts which prove more than individual references, (i) The 
propaganda of Christianity in the diaspora followed the Jewish 
propaganda and partly took its place, that is, the Gospel was 
at first preached to those Gentiles who were already acquaint- 
ed with the general outlines of the Jewish religion, and who 
were even frequently viewed as a Judaism of a second order, 
in which Jewish and Greek elements had been united in a 
peculiar mixture. (2) The conception of the Old Testament, 
as we find it even in the earliest Gentile Christian teachers, 
the method of spiritualising it, etc., agrees in the most surpris- 
ing way with the methods which were used by the Alexan- 
drian Jews. (3) There are Christian documents in no small 
number and of unknown origin, which completely agree in plan, 
in form and contents with Graeco-Jewish writings of the Diaspora, 
as for example, the Christian Sibylline Oracles, and the psuedo- 
Justinian treatise, "de Monarchia." There are numerous trac- 
tates of which it is impossible to say with certainty whether 
they are of Jewish or of Christian origin. 

The Alexandrian and non-Palestinian Judaism is still Ju- 
daism. As the Grospel seized and moved the whole of Judaism, 

I As to the first, the recently discovered ^^ Teaching of the Apostles" in its 
first moral part, shews a great affinity with the moral philosophy which was set 
up by Alexandrian Jews and put before the Greek world as that which had 
been revealed: see Massebieau, L^enseignement des XII. Ap6tres. Paris. 1884, 
and in the Journal ^^Le Temoignage '*, 7 Fevr. 1885. Usener, in his Preface to the 
Ges. Abhandl. Jacob Bemays\ which he edited, 1885, p. V f., has, indepen- 
dently of Massebieau, pointed out the relationship of chapters 1-5 of the 
"Teaching of the Apostles" with the Phocylidean poem (see Bemays' above 
work, p. 192 ff.). Later Taylor "The teaching of the twelve Apostles", 1886, 
threw out the conjecture that the Didache had a Jewish foundation, and I reached 
the same conclusion independently of him: see my Treatise: Die Apostellehre 
und die judischen beiden Wege, 1886. 
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it must also have been operative in the non-Palestinian Judaism. 
But that already foreshadowed the transition of the Gospel to 
the non-Jewish Greek region, and the fate which it was to 
experience there. For that non-Palestinian Judaism formed 
the bridge between the Jewish Church and the Roman Empire, 
together with its culture. * The Gospel passed into the world 
chiefly by this bridge. Paul indeed had a large share in this, 
but his own Churches did not understand the way he led 
them, and were not able on looking back to find it. ^ He indeed 
became a Greek to the Greeks, and even began the undertak- 
ing of placing the treasures of Greek knowledge at the ser- 

1 It is weU known that Judaism at the time of Christ embraced a great many 
different tendencies. Beside Pharisaic Judaism as the stem proper, there was a 
motley mass of formations which resulted from the contact of Judaism with 
foreign ideas, customs and institutions (even with Babylonian and Persian), and 
which attained importance for the development of the predominant church, as 
well as for the formation of the so-called gnostic Christian communions. Hel- 
lenic elements found their way even into Pharisaic theology. Orthodox Judaism 
itself has marks which shew that no spiritual movement was able to escape the 
influence which proceeded from the victory of the Greeks over the east. Be-, 
sides, who would venture to exhibit definitely the origin and causes of that spirit- 
ualising of religions and that limitation of the moral standard of which we can 
find so many traces in the Alexandrian age? The nations who inhabited the 
eastern shore of the Mediterranean sea, had from the fourth century B.C. a 
common history, and therefore had similar convictions. Who can decide what 
each of them acquired by its own exertions, and what it obtained through 
interchange of opinions? But in proportion as we see this we must be on our 
guard against jumbling the phenomena together and effacing them. There is 
little meaning in calling a thing Hellenic, as that really formed an element in 
all the phenomena of the age. All our great political and ecclesiastical parties 
to-day are dependent on the ideas of 1789, and again on romantic ideas. It is 
just as easy to verify this, as it is difficult to determine the measure and the 
manner of the influence for each group. And yet the understanding of it turns 
altogether on this point. To call Pharisaism, or the Gospel, or the old Jewish 
Christianity HeUenic, is not paradox, but confusion. 

2 The Acts of the AposUes is in this respect a most instructive book. It, 
as well as the Gospel of Luke, is a document of Gentile Christianity developing 
itself to Catholicism: Cf. Overbeck in his Commentar z. Apostelgesch. But the 
comprehensive judgment of Havet (in the work above mentioned IV. p. 398) 
is correct. ^^ L*hell6nisme tient assez peu de place dans le N. T., du moins 
rhell6nisme voulu et r6fl6chi. Ces livres sont Merits en grec et leurs auteurs 
vivaient en pays grec; il y a done eu chez eux infiltration des id^es et des 
sentiments hell6niques; quelquefois m£me Timagination helUnique y ap^n6tr6 
comme . dans le 3 ^vangile et dans les Actes .... Dans son ensemble, le N. T. 
garde le caract^re d'un livre h6brai[que. Le christianisme ne commence k avoir 
une litt6rature et des doctrines vndment hell^niques qu^au milieu du second 
si^cle. Mais il y avait un judaYsme, celui d^Alexandrie, qui avait faite alliance 
avec rhell6nisme avant m6me quUl y e^t des chr^tiens." 
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vice of the Gospel. But the knowledge of Christ crucified, to 
which he subordinated all other knowledge as only of prepa- 
ratory value, had nothing in common with Greek philosophy, 
while the idea of justification and the doctrine of the Spirit 
(Rom. VIII), which together formed the peculiar contents of 
his Christianity, were irreconcilable with the moralism and the 
religious ideals of Hellenism. But the great mass of the earliest 
Gentile Christians became Christians because they perceived in 
the Gospel the sure tidings of the benefits and obligations 
which they had already sought in the fusion of Jewish and 
Greek elements. It is only by discerning this that we can 
grasp the preparation and genesis of the Catholic Church and 
it$ dogma. 

From the foregoing statements, it appears that there fall to 
be considered as presuppositions of the origin of the Catholic 
Apostolic doctrine of faith, the following topics, though of 
unequal importance as regards the extent of their influence. 

I I. The Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

f 2. The common preaching of Jesus Christ in the first gener- 
ation of believers. 

3. The current exposition of the Old Testament, the Jewish 
speculations and hopes of the future, in their significance for 
the earliest types of Christian preaching. * 

\ 4. The religious conceptions, and the religious philosophy 
of the Hellenistic Jews, in their significance for the later 
restatement of the Gospel. 
f 5. The religious dispositions of the Greeks and Romans of 
the first two centuries, and the current Graeco-Roman philos- 
ophy of religion. 



I The right of distinguishing 2 and 3 may be contested. But if we surrender 
this we therewith surrender die right to distinguish kernel and husk in the 
original proclamation of the Gospel. The dangers to which the attempt is 
exposed should not frighten us from it, for it has its justification in the fact 
that the Gospel is neither doctrine nor law. 
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§ 2. The Gospel of Jesus Christ according to His own 

testimony concerning Himself. 

I. The Fundamental Features. 

The Gospel entered into the world as an apocalyptic escha- 
tological messe^e, apocalyptical and eschatological not only 
in its form, but also in its contents. But Jesus announced that 
the kingdom of God had already begun with his own work, 
and those who received him in faith became sensible of this 
beginning ; for the " apocalyptical " was not merely the unveil- 
ing of the future, but above all the revelation of God as the 
Father, and the "eschatological" received its counterpoise in 
the view of Jesus' work as Saviour, in the assurance of being 
certainly called to the kingdom, and in the conviction that 
life and future dominion is hid with God the Lord and pre- 
served for believers by him. Consequently, we are following 
not only the indications of the succeeding history, but also 
the requirement of the thing itself, when, in the presenta- 
tion of the Gospel, we place in the foreground, not that which 
unites it with the contemporary disposition of Judaism, but 
that which raises it above it. Instead of the hope of inherit- 
ing the kingdom, Jesus had also spoken simply of preserving 
the soul, or the life. In this one substitution lies already a 
transformation, of universal significance, of political religion 
into a religion that is individual and therefore holy; for the 
life is nourished by the word of God, but God is the Holy One. 

The Gospel is the glad message of the government of the 
world, and of every individual soul by the almighty and holy 
God, the Father and Judge. In this dominion of God, which 
frees men from the power of the Devil, makes them rulers in a 
heavenly kingdom in contrast with the kingdoms of the world, 
and which will also be sensibly realised in the future aeon 
just about to appear, is secured life for all men who yield 
themselves to God, although they should lose the world and 
the earthly life. That is, the soul which is pure and holy 
in connection with God, and in imitation of the Divine 
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perfection is eternally preserved with God, while those who 
would gain the world and preserve their life, fall into the hands 
of the Judge who sentences them to Hell. This dominion of 
God imposes on men a law, an old and yet a new law, viz., 
that of the Divine perfection and therefore of undivided love 
to God and to our neighbour. In this love, where it sways 
the inmost feeling, is presented the better righteousness (better 
not only with respect to the Scribes and Pharisees, but also 
with respect to Moses, see Matt. V), which corresponds to the 
perfection of God. The way to attain it is a change of mind, 
that is, self-denial, humility before God, and heartfelt trust in 
him. In this humility and trust in God, there is contained 
a recognition of one's own unworthiness ; but the Gospel calls 
to the kingdom of God those very sinners who are thus minded, 
by promising the forgiveness of the sins which hitherto have 
separated them from God. But the Gospel which appears in 
these three elements, the dominion of God, a better right- 
eousness embodied in the law of love, and the forgiveness of 
sin, is inseparably connected with Jesus Christ; for in preach- 
ing this Gospel Jesus Christ everywhere calls men to him- 
self. In him the Gospel is word and deed; it has become 
his food, and therefore his personal life, and into this life of 
his he draws all others. He is the Son who knows the Father. 
In him men are to perceive the kindness of the Lord ; in him 
they are to feel God's power and government of the world, and 
to become certain of this consolation ; they are to follow him 
the meek and lowly, and while he, the pure and holy one, 
calls sinners to himself, they are to receive the assurance that 
God through him forgiveth sin. 

Jesus Christ has by no express statement thrust this con- 
nection of his Gospel with his Person into the foreground. 
No words could have certified it unless his life, the overpow- 
ering impression of his Person, had created it. By living, 
acting and speaking from the riches of that life which he lived 
with his Father, he became for others the revelation of the 
God of whom they formerly had heard, but whom they had 
not known. He declared his Father to be their Father and 
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they understood him. But he also declared himself to be 
Messiah, and in so doing gave an intelligible expression to his 
abiding significance for them and for his people. In a solemn 
hour at the close of his life, as well as on special occasions 
at an earlier period, he referred to the fact that the surrender 
to his Person which induced them to leave all and follow him, 
was no passing element in the new position they had gained 
towards God the Father. He tells them, on the contrary, 
that this surrender corresponds to the service which he will 
perform for them and for the many, when he will givie his 
life a sacrifice for the sins of the world. By teaching them 
to think of him and of his death in the breaking of bread 
and the drinking of wine, and by saying of this death that 
it takes place for the remission of sins, he has claimed as his 
due from all future disciples, what was a matter of course so 
long as he sojourned with them, but what might fade away 
after he was parted from them. He who in his preaching of 
the kingdom of God raised the strictest self-examination and 
humility to a law, and exhibited them to his followers in his 
own life, has described with clear consciousness his life crowned 
by death as the imperishable service by which men in all ages 
will be cleansed from their sin and made joyful in their God. 
By so doing he put himself far above all others, although 
they were to become his brethren; and claimed a unique and 
permanent importance as Redeemer and Judge. This perma- 
nent importance as the Lord, he secured not by disclosures 
about the mystery of his Person, but by the impression of 
his life, and the interpretation of his death. He interprets it, 
like all his sufferings, as a victory, as the passing over to his 
glory, and in spite of the cry of God-forsakenness upon the 
cross, he has proved himself able to awaken in his followers 
the real conviction that he lives and is Lord and Judge of 
the living and the dead. 

The religion of the Gospel is based on this belief in Jesus 
Christ, that is, by looking to him, this historical person, it 
becomes certain to the believer that God rules heaven and 
earth, and that God, the Judge, is also Father and Redeemer. 
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The religion of the Gospel is the religion which makes the 
highest moral demands, the simplest and the most difficult, 
and discloses the contradiction in which every man finds him- 
self towards them. But it also procures redemption from such 
misery, by drawing the life of men into the inexhaustible and 
blessed life of Jesus Christ, who has overcome the world and 
called sinners to himself. 

In making this attempt to put together the fundamental 
features of the Gospel, I have allowed myself to be guided by 
the results of this Gospel in the case of the first disciples. I 
do not know whether it is permissible to present such funda- 
mental features apart from this guidance. The preaching of 
Jesus Christ was in the main so plain and simple, and in its 
application so manifold and rich, that one shrinks from at- 
tempting to systematise it, and would much rather merely 
narrate according to the Gospel. Jesus searches for the point 
in every man on which he can lay hold of him and lead him 
to the Kingdom of God. The distinction of good and evil — 
for God or against God — he would make a life question for 
every man, in order to shew him for whom it has become 
this, that he can depend upon the God whom he is to fear. 
At the same time, he did not by any means uniformly fall 
back upon sin, or even the universal sinfulness, but laid hold 
of individuals very diversely, and led them to God by different 
paths. The doctrinal concentration of redemption on sin was 
certainly not carried out by Paul alone; but, on the other 
hand, it did not in any way become the prevailing form for 
the preaching of the Gospel. On the contrary, the antitheses, 
night, error, dominion of demons, death and light, truth, deliv- 
erance, life, proved more telling in the Gentile Churches. The 
consciousness of universal sinfulness was first made the neg- 
ative fundamental frame of mind of Christendom by Au- 
gustine. 

II. Details. 

I. Jesus announced the Kingdom of God which stands in 
opposition to the kingdom of the devil, and therefore also 
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to the kingdom of the world, as a future Kingdom, and yet 
it is presented in his preaching as present; as an invisible, 
and yet it was visible — for one actually saw it. He lived 
and spoke within the circle of eschatological ideas which Ju- 
daism had developed more than two hundred years before: 
but he controlled them, by giving them a new content, and 
forcing them into a new direction. Without abrogating the 
law and the prophets he, on fitting occasions, broke through 
the national, political and sensuous eudaemonistic forms, in 
which the nation was expecting the realisation of the domi- 
nion of God, but turned their attention at the same time to a 
future near at hand, in which believers would be delivered 
from the oppression of evil and sin, and would enjoy blessed- 
ness and dominion. Yet he declared that even now, every 
individual who is called into the kingdom may call on God 
as his Father, and be sure of the gracious will of God, the 
hearing of his prayers, the forgiveness of sin, and the pro- 
tection of God even in this present life. ^ But everything 
in this proclamation is directed to the life beyond: the cer- 
tainty of that life is the power and earnestness of the Gospel. 
2. The conditions of entrance to the kingdom, are, in the 
first place, a complete change of mind, in which a man re- 
nounces the pleasures of this world, denies himself, and is 
ready to surrender all that he has in order to save his soul; 
then, a believing trust in God's grace which he grants to the 
humble and the poor, and therefore hearty confidence in Jesus 
as the Messiah chosen and called by God to realise his king- 
dom on the earth. The announcement is therefore directed 
to the poor, the suffering, those hungering and thirsting for 
righteousness, not to those who live, but to those who wish 
to be healed and redeemed, and finds them prepared for en- 

I Therewith are, doubtless, heavenly blessings bestowed in the present. 
Historical investigation has, notwithstanding, every reason for closely examining 
whether, and in how far, we may speak of a present for the Kingdom of God, 
in the sense of Jesus. But even if the question had to be answered in the 
negative, it would make little or no difference for the correct understanding of 
Jesu*s preaching. The Gospel viewed in its kernel is independent of this question. 
It deals with the inner constitution and mood of the soul. 
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trance into, and reception of the blessings of the kingdom of 
God, * while it brings down upon the self-satisfied, the rich 
and those proud of their righteousness, the judgment of ob- 
duracy and the damnation of Hell. 

3. The commandment of undivided love to . God and the 
brethren, as the main commandment, in the observance of which 
righteousness is realised, and forming the antithesis to the self- 
ish mind, the lust of the world, and every arbitrary impulse, * 
corresponds to the blessings of the Kingdom of God, viz., 
forgiveness of sin, righteousness, dominion and blessedness. 
The standard of personal worth for the members of the King- 
dom, is self-sacrificing labour for others, not any technical 
mode of worship or legal preciseness. Renunciation of the 
world together with its goods, even of life itself in certain 
circumstances, is the proof of a man's sincerity, and earnest- 
ness in seeking the Kingdom of God ; and the meekness which 
renounces every right, bears wrong patiently, requiting it with 
kindness, is the practical proof of love to God, the conduct 
that answers to God's perfection. 

4. In the proclamation and founding of this kingdom, Jesus 
summoned men to attach themselves to him, because he had 
recognised himself to be the helper called by God, and therefore 
also the Messiah who was promised. ' He gradually declared 

1 The question whether, and in what degree, a man of himself can earn 
righteousness before God, is one of those theoretic questions to which Jesus gave 
no answer. He fixed his attention on all the gradations of the moral and religious 
conduct of his countrymen as they were immediately presented to him, and found 
some prepared for entrance into the kingdom of God, not by a technical mode 
of outward preparation, but by hungering and thirsting for it, and at the same 
time unselfishly senring their brethren. Humility and love unfeigned were always 
the decisive marks of these prepared ones. They are to be satisfied with righteousness 
before God, that is, are to receive the blessed feeling that God is gracious to 
them as sinners, and accepts them as his children. Jesus, however, allows the 
popular distinction of sinners and righteous to remain, but exhibits its perverseness 
by calling sinners to himself, and by describing the opposition of the righteous 
to his Gospel as a mark of their godlessness and hardness of heart. 

2 The blessings of the kingdom were frequently represented by Jesus as a 
reward for work done. But this popular view is again broken through by reference 
to the fact, that all reward is the gift of God*s free grace. 

3 Some Critics — most recently Havet, Le Christianisme et ses origines, 1884. 
T. IV. p. 15 ff. — have called in question the fact that Jesus called himself 
Messiah. But this article of the Evangelic tradition seems to me to stand the 
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himself to the people as such by the names he assumed, ^ for 
the names "Anointed," "King," "Lord," "Son of David," 
" Son of Man," " Son of God," all denote the Messianic office, 
and were familiar to the greater part of the people. * But 
though, at first, they express only the call, office, and power 
of the Messiah, yet by means of them and especially by the 
designation Son of God, Jesus pointed to a relation to God 
the Father, then, and in its immediateness unique, as the 
basis of the office with which he was entrusted. He has, 
however, given no further explanation of the mystery of this 
relation than the declaration that the Son alone knoweth the 
Father, and that this knowledge of God and Sonship to God 
are secured for all others by the sending of the Son. ' In the 

test of the most minute investigation. But, in the case of Jestts, the consciousness of 
being the Messiah, undoubtedly rested on the certainty of being the Son of God, 
therefore of knowing the Father and being constrained to proclaim that knowledge. 

1 We can gather with certainty from the Gospels diat Jesus did not enter 
on his work with the announcement: Believe in me for I am the Messiah. On 
the contrary, he connected his work with the baptising movement of John, but 
he carried that movement further, and thereby made the Baptist his forerunner 
(Mark i, 15: Tf4rAi^p«r«< i xeupbg xaii ^yytxtv ^ ^ctvtKiia roO dto0, (JUrMfOitn xcti 
xio^t^tTt iv T^ ffft'tfyyf A/ip). He was in no hurry to urge anything that went 
beyond that message, but gpradually prepared, and cautiously required of his 
followers an advance beyond it. The goal to which he led them was to believe 
in him as Messiah without putting the usual political construction on the 
Messianic ideal. 

2 Even ^^Son of Man** probably means Messiah: we do not know whether 
Jesus had any special reason for favouring this designation which springs from 
Dan. VII. The objection to interpreting the word as Messiah, reidly resolves 
itself into this, that the disciples (according to the Gospels) did not at once 
recognise him as Messiah. But that is explained by the contrast of his own 
peculiar idea of Messiah with the popular idea. The confession of him as 
Messiah was the keystone of their confidence in him, inasmuch as by that 
confessidki they separated themselves from old ideas. 

3 The distinction between the Father and the Son stands out just as plainly » 
in the sayings of Jesus, as the complete obedient subordination of the Son to 
the Father. Even according to John's Gospel, Jesus finishes the work which the 
Father has given him, and is obedient in everything even unto death. He 
declares Matt. XIX: 17: tU '^^ i iyM^, Special notice should be given to 
Mark XIII : 32 (Matt. XXIV : 36). Behind the only manifested life of Jesus, 
later speculation has put a life in which he wrought, not in subordination and 
obedience, but in like independence and dignity with God. That goes beyond 
the utterances of Jesus even in the fourth Gospel. But it is no advance beyond 
these, especially in the religious view and speech of the time, when it is an- 
nounced that the relation of the Father to the Son lies beyond time. It as not 
even improbable that the sayings in the fourth Gospel referring to this, have a 
basis in the preaching of Jesus himself. 
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proclamation of God as Father, * as well as in the other proc- 
lamation, that all the members of the kingdom following 
the will of God in love, are to become one with the Son and 
through him with the Father, ^ the message of the realised 
kingdom of Gqd receives its richest, inexhaustible content: 
the Son of the Father will be the first-born among many 
brethren. 

5. Jesus as the Messiah chosen by God has definitely dis- 
tinguished himself from Moses and all the Prophets: as his 
preaching and his work are the fulfilment of the law and the 
prophets, so he himself is not a disciple of Moses, but corrects 
that law-giver ; he is not a Prophet, but Master and Lord. He 
proves this Lordship during his earthly ministry in the accom- 
plishment of the mighty deeds given him to do, above all in 
withstanding the Devil and his kingdom, » and — according 



1 Paul knew that the designation of God as the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christy was the new Evangelic confession. Origen was the first among the Fathers 
(though before him Marcion) to recognise that the decisive advance beyond the 
Old Testament stage of religion, was given in the preaching of God as Father; 
see the exposition of the Lord's prayer in his treatise De oratione. No doubt 
the Old Testament, and the later Judaism knew the designation of God as Father *, 
but It applied it to the Jewish nation, it did not attach the evangelic meaning 
to the name, and it did not allow itself in any way to be guided in its religion 
by this idea. 

2 See the farewell discourses in John, the fundamental ideas of which are, in 
my opinion, genuine, that is, proceed from Jesus. 

3 The historian cannot regard a miracle as a sure given historical event: for 
in doing so he destroys the mode of consideration on which all historical in- 
vestigation rests. Every individual miracle remains historically quite doubtful, 
and a summation of things doubtful never leads to certainty. But should the 
historian, notwithstanding, be convinced that Jesus Christ did extraordinary 
things, in the strict sense miraculous things, then, from the unique impression 
\e has obtained of this person, he infers the possession by him of supernat- 
ural power. This conclusion itself belongs to the province of religious faith : 
though there has seldom been a strong faith which would not have drawn it. 
Moreover, the healing miracles of Jesus are the only ones that come into con- 
sideration in a strict historical examination. These certainly cannot be eliminated 
from the historical accounts without utterly destroying them. But how unfit 
are they of themselves, after 1800 years, to secure any special importance to him 
to whom they are attributed, unless that importance was already established apart 
from them. That he could do with himself what he would, that he created a , 
new thing without overturning the old, that he won men to himself by announc- \/ 
ing the Father, that he inspired without fanaticism, set up a kingdom without ^ 
politics, set men free from the world without asceticism, was a teacher without 
theology, at a time of fanaticism and politics, asceticism and theology, is the 

B 
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to the law of the Kingdom of God — for that very reason in 
the service which he performs. In this service Jesus also 
reckoned the sacrifice of his life, designating it as a 
" Xvrpov " which he offered for the redemption of man. ^ But 
he declared at the same time, ' that his Messianic work 
was not yet fulfilled in his subjection to death. On the con- 
trary, the close is merely initiated by his death; for the com- 
pletion of the kingdom will only appear when he returns in 
glory in the clouds of heaven to judgment. Jesus seems to 
have announced this speedy return a short time before his 
death, and to have comforted his disciples at his departure 
with the assurance that he would immediately enter into a 
supramundane position with God. « 

great miracle of his person, and that he who preached the Sermon on the Mount 
declared himself in respect of his life and death, to be the Redeemer and Judge 
of the world, is the offence and foolishness which mock all reason. 

1 See Mark X. 45. — That Jesus at the celebration of the first Lord's supper 
described his death as a sacrifice which he should offer for the forgiveness of 
sin, is clear from the account of Paul. From that account it appears to be cer- 
tain, that Jesus gave expression to the idea of the necessity and saving signifi- 
cance of his death for the forgiveness of sins, in a symbolical ordinance (based 
on the conclusion of the covenant, Exod. XXIV. 3 ff., perhaps, as Paul presup- 
poses, on the Passover), in order that his disciples by repeating it in accordance 
with the will of Jesus, might be the more deeply impressed by it. Certain ob- 
servations based on John VI, on the supper prayer in the Didache, nay, even on 
the report of Mark, and supported at the same time by features of the earliest 
practice in which it had the character of a real meal, and the earliest theory of 
the supper, which viewed it as a communication of eternal life and an 
anticipation of the future existence, have for years made me doubt very much 
whether the Pauline account and the Pauline conception of it, were really either 
the oldest, or the universal and therefore only one. I have been strengthened 
in this suspicion by the profound and remarkable investigation of Spitta (z. 
Gesch. u. Litt. d. Urchristenthums : Die urchristl. Traditionen U den Urspr. u. 
Sinn d. Abendmahls, 1893). He sees in the supper as not instituted, but cele- 
brated by Jesus, the festival of the Messianic meal, the anticipated triumph over 
death, the expression of the perfection of the Messianic work, the symbolic re- 
presentation of the filling of believers with the powers of the Messianic king- 
dom and life. The reference to the Passover and the death of Christ was at- 
tached to it later, though it is true very soon. How much is thereby explain- 
ed that was hitherto obscure — critical, historical, and dogmatico-historical 
questions — cannot at all be stated briefly. And yet I hesitate to give a full 
recognition to Spitta's exposition: the words I. Cor. XI. 23: iyi^ yhp xetpiKot^oy 
^Td re0 Kvp/ov, S xeci irapiiuKa vyuv xrA, are too strong for me. Cf. besides, 
Weizsacker's investigation in ^ The Apostolic Age." Lobstein, La doctrine de la s. 
c^ne, 1889. A. Hamack i. d. Texten u. Unters. VII. 2. p. 139 ff. Schiirer, Theol. 
Lit. Ztg. 1 89 1 p. 29 ff. Julicher Abhandl. f. Weizsacker 1892, p. 215 ff. 

2 With regard to the eschatology, no one can say in detail what proceeds 
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6. The instructions of Jesus to his disciples are accordingly 
dominated by the thought that the end, the day and hour 
of which, however, no one knows, is at hand. In consequence 
of this, also, the exhortation to renounce all earthly good takes 
a prominent place. But Jesus does not impose ascetic com- 
mandments as a new law, far less does he see in asceticism 
as such, sanctification * — he himself did not live as an ascetic, 
but was reproached as a wine-bibber— but he prescribed a 
perfect simplicity and purity of disposition, and a singleness 
of heart which remains invariably the same in trouble and 
renunciation, in possession and use of earthly good. A uni- 
form equality of all in the conduct of life is not commanded: 
"To whom much is given, of him much shall be required." 
The disciples are kept as far from fanaticism and overrating 
of spiritual results as from asceticism. "Rejoice not that the 
spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are 
written in heaven." When they besought him to teach them 
to pray, he taught them the " Lord's prayer ", a prayer which 
demands such a collected mind, and such a tranquil, childlike 
elevation of the heart to God, that it cannot be offered at all 
by minds subject to passion or preoccupied by any daily cares. 

7. Jesus himself did not found a new religious community, 
but gathered round him a circle of disciples and chose Apostles 
whom he commanded to preach the Gospel. His preaching 
was universalistic inasmuch as it attributed no value to cere- 
monialism as such, and placed the fulfilment of the Mosaic 
law in the exhibition of its moral contents, partly against or 
beyond the letter. He made the law perfect by harmonising 
its particular requirements with the fundamental moral require- 

from Jesus, and what from the disciples. What has been said in the text does 
not claim to be certain, but only probable. The most important, and at the 
same time the most certain point is, that Jesus made the definitive fate of the 
individual depend on faith, humility and love. There are no passages in the 
Gospel which conflict with the impression that Jesus reserved day and hour to 
God, and wrought in faith and patience as long as for him it was day. 

I He did not impose on every one, or desire from every one even the out- 
ward following of himself: see Mark V. 18-19. The "imitation of Jesus", in 
the strict sense of the word, did not play any noteworthy role either in the 
Apostolic or in the old Catholic period. 
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ments which were also expressed in the Mosaic law. He 
emphasised these fundamental requirements more decidedly 
than was done by the law itself, and taught that all details 
should be referred to them and deduced from them. The 
external righteousness of Pharisaism was thereby declared to 
be not only an outer covering, but also a fraud, and the bond 
which still united religion and nationality in Judaism was 
sundered. * Political and national elements may probably have 

I It is asserted by well-informed investigators, and may be inferred from the 
Gospels (Mark. XII. 32-34: Luke X. 27, 28), perhaps also from the Jewish 
original of the Didache, that some representatives of Pharisaism, beside the 
pedantic treatment of the law, attempted to concentrate it on the fundamental 
moral commandments. Consequently, in Palestinian and Alexandrian Judaism 
at the time of Christ, in virtue of the prophetic word and the Thora, influenced 
also, perhaps, by the Greek spirit which everywhere gave the stimulus to in- 
wardness, the path was indicated in which the future development of religion 
was to follow. Jesus entered fully into the view of the law thus attempted, which 
comprehended it as a whole and traced it back to the disposition. But he freed 
it from the contradiction that adhered to it, (because, in spite of and alongside 
the tendency to a deeper perception, men still persisted in deducing righteous- 
ness from a punctilious observance of numerous particular commandments, be- 
cause in so doing they became self-satisfied, that is, irreligious, 'and because 
in belonging to Abraham they thought they had a claim of right on God). For 
all that, so far as a historical understanding of the activity of Jesus is at aU 
possible, it is to be obtained from the soil of Pharisaism, as the Pharisees were 
those who cherished and developed the Messianic expectations, and because, along 
with their care for the Thora, they sought also to preserve, in their own way, 
the prophetic inheritance. If everything does not deceive us, there were already 
contained in the Pharisaic theology of the age, speculations which were fitted to 
modify considerably the narrow view of history, and to prepare for universalism. 
The very men who tithed mint, anise and cummin, who kept their cups and dishes 
outwardly clean, who, hedging round the Thora, attempted to hedge round the 
people, spoke also of the sum total of the law. They made room in their the- 
ology for new ideas which are partly to be described as advances, and on the 
other hand, they have already pondered the question even in relation to the 
law, whether submission to its main contents was not sufficient for being num- 
bered among the people of the covenant (see Renan: Paul), In particular the 
whole sacrificial system, which Jesus also essentially ignored, was therewith thrust 
into the back ground. Baldensperger (Selbstbewusstsein Jesu. p. 46) justly says, 
^^ There lie before us definite marks that the certainty of the nearness of God in 
the Temple (from the time of the Maccabees) begins to waver, and the efficacy 
of the temple institutions to be caUed in question. Its recent desecration by 
the Romans, appears to the author of the Psalms of Solomon (II. 2) as a kind 
of Divine requital for the sons of Israel themselves having been guilty of so 
grossly profaning the sacrificial gifts. Enoch calls the shew bread of the second 
Temple polluted and unclean .... There had crept in among the pious a feeling 
of the insufficiency of their worship, and from tlds side the Essenic schism will 
certainly represent only the open outbreak of a disease which had alresidy be- 
gun to gnaw secretly at the religious life of the nation " : see here the excellent 
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been made prominent in the hopes of the future, as Jesus ap- 

explanations of the origin of Essenism in Lucius (Essenism. 75 fT. 109 fT.) The 
spread of Judaism in the world, the secularization and apostacy of the priestly 
caste, the desecration of the Temple, the building of the Temple at Leontopolis, 
the perception brought about by the spiritualising of religion in the empire of 
Alexander the Great, that no blood of beast can be a means of reconciling 
God — all these circumstances must have been absolutely dangerous and fatal, 
both to the local centralisation of worship, and to the statutory sacrificial 
system. The proclamation of Jesus (and of Stephen) as to the overUirow of the 
Temple, is therefore no absolutely new thing, nor is the fact that Judaism fell 
back upon the law and the Messianic hope, a mere result of the destruction of 
the Temple. This change was rather prepared by the inner development. What- 
ever point in the preaching of Jesus we may fix on, we shall find, that — apart 
from the writings of the Prophets and the Psalms, which originated in the Greek 
Maccabean periods — parallels can be found only in Pharisaism, but at the same 
time that the sharpest contrasts must issue from it. Talmudic Judaism is not in 
every respect the genuine continuance of Pharisaic Judaism, but a product of the 
decay which attests that the rejection of Jesus by the spiritual leaders of the 
people had deprived the nation, and even the Virtuosi of Religion of their best 
part: (see for this the expositions of Kuenen ^^Judaismus und Christenthum ", 
in his (Hibbert) lectures on national religions and world religions.) The ever 
recurring attempts to deduce the origin of Christianity from Hellenism, or even 
from the Roman Greek culture, are there also rightly, briefly and tersely 
rejected. Also the hypotheses, which either entirely eliminate the person of 
Jesus or make him an Essene, or subordinate him to the person of Paul, may 
be regarded as definitively settled. Those who think they can ascertain the origin 
of Christian religion from the origin of Christian Theology will, indeed, always 
think of Hellenism : Paul will eclipse the person of Jesus with those who be- 
lieve that a religion for the world must be bom with a universalistic doctrine. 
Finally, Essenism will continue in authority with those who see in the position 
of indifference which Jesus took to the Temple worship, the main thing, and 
who, besides, create for themselves an "Essenism of their own finding". Hel- 
lenism, and also Essenism, can of course indicate to the historian some of the 
conditions by which the appearance of Jesus was prepared and rendered possible; 
but they explain only the possibility, not the reality of the appearance. But this 
with its historically not deducible power is the decisive thing. If some one has 
recently said that " the historical speciality of the person of Jesus " is not the 
main thing in Christianity, he has thereby betrayed that he does not know 
how a religion that is worthy of the name is founded, propagated, and main- 
tained. For the latest attempt to put the Gospel in a historical connection with 
Buddhism (Seydel. Das Ev. von Jesus in seinen Verhaltnissen zur Buddha-sage, 
1882: likewise. Die Buddha-Legende und das Leben Jesu, 1884), see, Oldenburg, 
Theol. Lit.-Ztg. 1882. Col. 415 f. 1884. 185 f. However much necessarily re- 
mains obscure to us in the ministry of Jesus when we seek to place it in a 
historical connection, — what is known is suf&cient to confirm the judgment that 
his preaching developed a germ in the religion of Israel (see the Psalms) which 
was finally guarded and in many respects developed by the Pharisees, but which 
.languished and died under their guardianship. The power of development which 
Jesus imported to it was not a power which he himself had to borrow from 
without; but doctrine and speculation were as far from him as ecstasy and vi- 
sions. On the other hand, we must remember we do not know the history of 
Jesus up to his public entrance on his ministry, and that therefore we do not 
know whether in his native province he had any connection with Greeks. 
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propriated them for his preaching. But from the conditions 
to which the realising of the hopes for the individual was 
attached, there already shone the clearer ray which was to 
eclipse those elements, and one saying such as Matt. XXII. 21., 
annulled at once political religion and religious politics. 

Supplement i. — The idea of the inestimable inherent value 
of every individual human soul, already dimly appearing in 
several psalms, and discerned by Greek Philosophers, though 
as a rule developed in contradiction to religion, stands out 
plainly in the preaching of Jesus. It is united with the idea 
of God as Father, and is the complement to the message of 
the communion of brethren realising itself in love. In this 
sense the Gospel is at once profoundly individualistic and 
Socialistic. The prospect of gaining life, and preserving it 
for ever, is therefore also the highest which Jesus has set 
forth; it is not, however, to be a motive, but a reward of 
grace. In the certainty of this prospect, which is the con- 
verse of renouncing the world, he has proclaimed the sure 
hope of the resurrection, and consequently the most abundant 
compensation for the loss of the natural life. Jesus put an 
end to the vacillation and uncertainty which in this respect 
still prevailed among the Jewish people of his day. The 
confession of the Psalmist, "Whom have I in heaven but thee, 
and there is none upon the earth that I desire beside thee", 
and the fulfilling of the Old Testament commandment, " Love 
thy neighbour as thyself", were for the first time presented 
in their connection in the person of Jesus. He himself there- 
fore is Christianity, for the "impression of his person convinced 
the disciples of the facts of forgiveness of sin and the second 
birth, and gave them courage to believe in and to lead a 
new life". We cannot therefore state the "doctrine "of Jesus; 
for it appears as a supramundane life which must be felt in 
the person of Jesus, and its truth is guaranteed by the fact 
that such a life can be lived. 

Supplement 2. — The history of the Gospel contains two 
great transitions, both of which, however, fall within the first 
century; from Christ to the first generation of believers, in- 
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eluding Paul, and from the first, Jewish Christian, generation 
of these believers to the Gentile Christians, in other words: 
from Christ to the brotherhood of believers in Christ, and 
from this to the incipient Catholic Church. No later transi- 
tions in the Church can be compared with these in importance. 
As to the first, the question has frequently been asked, is 
the Gospel of Christ to be the authority or the Gospel con- 
cerning Christ? But the strict dilemma here is false. The 
Gospel certainly is the Gospel of Christ. For it has only, in 
the sense of Jesus, fulfilled its Mission when the Father has 
been declared to men as he was known by the Son, and 
where the life is swayed by the realities and principles which 
ruled the life of Jesus Christ. But it is in accordance with 
the mind of Jesus and at the same time a fact of history, 
that this Gospel can only be appropriated and adhered to 
in connection with a believing surrender to the person of 
Jesus Christ. Yet every dogmatic formula is suspicious, be- 
cause it is fitted to wound the spirit of religion; it should 
not at least be put before the living experience in order to 
evoke it ; for such a procedure is really the admission of the 
half belief which thinks it necessary that the impression made 
by the person must be supplemented. The essence of the matter 
is a personal life which awakens life around it as the fire of ' 
one torch kindles another. . Early as weakness of faith is in 
the Church of Christ, it is no earlier than the procedure of 
making a formulated and ostensibly proved confession the 
foundation of faith, and therefore demanding, above all, subjec- 
tion to this confession. Faith assuredly is propagated by the 
testimony of faith, but dogma is not in itself that testimony. 
The peculiar character of the Christian religion is conditioned 
by the fact, that every reference to God is at the same time 
a reference to Jesus Christ, and vice versa. In this sense the 
Person of Christ is the central point of the religion and insep- 
arably united with the substance of piety, as a sure reliance 
on God. Such a union does not, as is supposed, bring a 
foreign element into the pure essence of religion. The pure 
essence of religion rather demands such a union; for ''the 
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reverence for persons, the inner bowing before the manifes- 
tation of moral power and goodness is the root of all true 
religion" (W. Herrmann). But the Christian religion knows 
and names only one name before which it bows. In this 
rests its positive character, in all else, as piety, it is by its 
strictly spiritual and inward attitude not a positive religion 
alongside of others, but religion itself. But just because 
the Person of Christ has this significance is the knowledge 
and understanding of the " historical Christ " required : for no 
other comes within the sphere of our knowledge. "The his- 
torical Christ" that, to be sure, is not the powerless Christ of 
contemporary history shewn to us through a coloured biograph- 
ical medium, or dissipated in all sorts of controversies, but 
Christ as a power and as a life which towers above our own 
life, and enters into our life as God's Spirit and God's Word, 
(see Herrmann, Der Verkehr des Christen mit Gott. 2. Edit. 
1892, [/. ^., **The Fellowship of the Christian with God", an 
important work included in the present series of translations. 
Ed.] Kahler, Der sog. historische Jesus und der geschichtliche 
biblische Christus, 1892). But historical labour and investiga- 
tion are needed in order to grasp this Jesus Christ ever more 
firmly and surely. 

As to the second transition, it brought with it the most 
important changes which, however, became clearly manifest 
only after the lapse of some generations. They appear, first, 
in the belief in holy consecrations, efficacious in themselves, 
and administered by chosen persons ; further, in the conviction, 
that the relation of the individual to God and Christ is, above 
all, conditioned on the acceptance of a definite divinely attested 
law of faith and holy writings; further, in the opinion that 
God has established Church arrangements, observance of which 
is necessary and meritorious, as well as in the opinion that 
a visible earthly community is the people of a new covenant. 
These assumptions, which formally constitute the essence of 
Catholicism as a religion, have no support in the teaching of 
Jesus, nay, offend against that teaching. 

Supplement 3. — The question as to what new thing Christ 
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has brought, answered by Paul in the words, " If any man be 
in Christ he is a new creature, old things are passed away, 
behold all things are become new", has again and again been 
pointedly put since the middle of the second century by Apol- 
ogists, Theologians and religious Philosophers, within and 
without the Church, and has received the most varied answers. 
Few of the answers have reached the height of the Pauline 
confession. But where one cannot attain to this confession, 
one ought to make clear to oneself, that every answer which 
does not lie in the line of it, is altogether unsatisfactory; for 
it is not difficult to set over against every article from the 
preaching of Jesus an observation which deprives it of its ori- 
ginality. It is the Person, it is the fact of his life that is 
new and creates the new. The way in which he called forth 
and established a people of God on earth, which has become 
sure of God and of eternal life, the way in which he set up 
a new thing in the midst of the old and transformed the re- 
ligion of Israel into the religion^ that is the mystery of his 
Person, in which lies his unique and permanent position in 
the history of humanity. 

Supplement 4. — The conservative position of Jesus towards 
the religious traditions of his people had the necessary result, 
that his preaching and his Person were placed by believers 
in the frame-work of this tradition, which was thereby very 
soon greatly expanded. But, though this way of understand- 
ing , the Gospel was certainly at first the only possible way, 
and though the Gospel itself could only be preserved by such 
means (see § i), yet it cannot be mistaken that a displace- 
ment in the conception of the Person and preaching of Jesus, 
and a burdening of religious faith, could not but forthwith 
set in, from which developments followed, the premises of which 
would be vainly sought for in the words of the Lord (see 
§ § 3, 4). But here the question arises as to whether the Gospel 
is not inseparably connected with the eschatological world- 
renouncing element with which it entered into the world, so 
that its being is destroyed where this is omitted. A few words 
may be devoted to this question. The Gospel possesses prop- 
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erties which oppose every positive religion, because they 
depreciate it, and these properties form the kernel of the 
Gospel. The disposition which is devoted to God, humble, 
ardent and sincere in its love to God and to the brethren, 
is, as an abiding habit, law, and at the same time, a gift of the 
Gospel, and also finally exhausts it. This quiet, peaceful, 
element was, at the beginning, strong and vigorous even in 
those who lived in the world of ecstasy, and expected the 
world to come. One may be named for all, Paul. He who 
wrote I. Cor. XIII. and Rom. VIII. should not, in spite of 
all that he has said elsewhere, be called upon to witness that 
the nature of the Gospel is exhausted in its world-renouncing, 
ecstatic and eschatological elements, or at least, that it is so 
inseparably united with these, as to fall along with them. He 
who wrote those chapters, and the greater than he who prom- 
ised the kingdom of heaven to children, and to those who 
were hungering and thirsting for righteousness, he to whom 
tradition ascribes the words: "Rejoice not that the spirits 
are subject to you, but rather rejoice that your names 
are written in heaven" — both attest that the Gospel lies 
above the antagonisms between this world and the next, work 
and retirement from the world, reason and ecstasy, Judaism 
and Hellenism. And because it lies above them it may be 
united with either, as it originally unfolded its powers under 
the ruins of the Jewish religion. But still more; it not only 
can enter into union with them, it must do so if it is other- 
wise the religion of the living and is itself living. It has 
only one aim; that man may find God and have him as his 
own God, in order to gain in him humility and patience, peace, 
joy and love. How it reaches this goal through the advanc- 
ing centuries, whether with the co-efficients of Judaism or 
Hellenism, of renunciation of the world or of culture, of my- 
sticism or the doctrine of predestination, of Gnosticism or 
Agnosticism, and whatever other incrustations there may yet 
be which can defend the kernel, and under which alone living 
elements can grow — all that belongs to the centuries. How- 
ever each individual Christian may reckon to the treasure 
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itself the earthly vessel in which he hides his treasure; it is 
the duty and the right not only of the religious, but also of 
the historical estimate to distinguish between the vessel and 
the trecisure; for the Gospel did not enter into the world as 
a positive statutory religion, and cannot therefore have its classic 
manifestation in any form of its intellectual or social types, 
not even in the first. It is therefore the duty of the histo- 
rian of the first century of the Church, as well as that of 
those which follow, not to be content with fixing the changes 
of the Christian religion, but to examine how far the new forms 
were capable of defending, propagating and impressing the 
Gospel itself. It would probably have perished if the forms 
of primitive Christianity had been scrupuously maintained in 
the Church; but now primitive Christianity has perished in 
order that the Gospel might be preserved. To study this pro- 
gress of the development, and fix the significance of the new- 
ly received forms for the kernel of the matter, is the last 
and highest task of the historian who himself lives in his sub- 
ject. He who approaches from without must be satisfied with 
the general view, that in the history of the Church some things 
have always remained, and other things have always been 
changing. 

Literature. — Weiss. Biblical Theology of the New Testament. 
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§ 3. The Common Preaching concerning Jesus Christ in the 

First Generation of Believers, 

Men had met with Jesus Christ and in him had found the 
Messiah. They were convinced that God had made him to be 
wisdom and righteousness, sanctification and redemption. There 
was no hope that did not seem to be certified in him, no 
lofty idea which had not become in him a living reality. 
Everything that one possessed was offered to him. He was 
everything lofty that could be imagined. Everything that can 
be said of him was already said in the first two generations 
after his appearance. Nay, more: he was felt and known to 
be the ever living one, Lord of the world and operative principle 
of one's own life. " To me to live is Christ and to die is gain ;" 
"He is the way, the truth and the life." One could now for 
the first time be certain of the resurrection and eternal life, 
and with that certainty the sorrows of the world melted away 
like mist before the sun, and the residue of this present 
time became as a day. This group of facts which the history 
of the Gospel discloses in the world, is at the same time the 
highest and most unique of all that we meet in that history: 
it is its seal and distinguishes it from all other universal reli- 
gions. Where in the history of mankind can we find anything 
resembling this, that men who had eaten and drank with their 
Master should glorify him, not only as the revealer of God, 
but as the Prince of life, as the Redeemer and Judge of the 
world, as the living power of its existence, and that a choir 
of Jews and Gentiles, Greeks and Barbarians, wise and foolish, 
should along with them immediately confess that out of the 
fulness of this one man they have received grace for grace? 
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It has been said that Islam furnishes the unique example of 
a religion born in broad daylight, but the community of 
Jesus was also born in the clear light of day. The darkness 
connected with its birth is occasioned not only by the imper- 
fection of the records, but by the uniqueness of the fact, 
which refers us back to the uniqueness of the Person of Jesus. 
But though it certainly is the first duty of the historian to 
signalise the overpowering impression made by the Person of/. 
Jesus on the disciples, which is the basis of all further develop- 
ments, it would little become him to renounce the critical 
examination of all the utterances which have been connected 
with that Person with the view of elucidating and glorifying 
it; unless he were with Origen to conclude that Jesus was to 
each and all whatever they fancied him to be for their edifi- 
cation. But this would destroy the personality. Others are of 
opinion that we should conceive him, in the sense of the early 
communities, as the second God who is one in essence with 
the Father, in order to understand from this point of view 
all the declarations and judgments of these communities. But 
this hypothesis leads to the most violent distortion of the 
original declarations, and the suppression or concealment of 
their most obvious features. The duty of the historian rather i 
consists in fixing the common features of the faith of the first 
two generations, in explaining them as far as possible from 
the belief that Jesus is Messiah, and in seeking analogies for 
the several assertions. Only a very meagre sketch can be 
given in what follows. The presentation of the matter in the 
frame-work . of the history of dogma does not permit of more, 
because as noted above, § i, the presupposition of dogma 
forming itself in the Gentile Church is not the whole infinitely 
rich abundance of early Christian views and perceptions. That 
presupposition is simply a proclamation of the one God and 
of Christ transferred to Greek soil, fixed merely in its leading 
features and otherwise very plastic, accompanied by a message 
regarding the future and demands for a holy life. At the 
same time the Old Testament and the early Christian Pales- 
tinian writings with the rich abundance of their contents, did 
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certainly exercise a silent mission in the earliest communities, till 
by the creation of the canon they became a power in the Church. 

I. The contents of the faith of the disciples, * and the 
common proclamation which united them, may be comprised 
in the following propositions. Jesus of Nazareth is the Mes- 
siah promised by the prophets. Jesus after his death is by 
the Divine awakening raised to the right hand of Grod, and 
will soon return to set up his kingdom visibly upon the earth. 
He who believes in Jesus, and has been received into the 
community of the disciples of Jesus, who, in virtue of a sincere 
change of mind, calls on God as Father, and lives according 
to the commandments of Jesus, is a saint of God, and as such 
can be certain of the sin-forgiving grace of God, and of a 
share in the future glory, that is, of redemption. * 

A community of Christian believers was formed within 
the Jewish national community. By its organisation, the close 
brotherly union of its members, it bore witness to the 
impression which the Person of Jesus had made on it, and 
drew from faith in Jesus and hope of his return, the assurance 
of eternal life, the power of believing in God the Father and 
of fulfilling the lofty moral and social commands which Jesus 
had set forth. They knew themselves to be the true Israel of 
the Messianic time (see § i), and for that very reason lived 
with all their thoughts and feelings in the future. Hence the 
Apocalyptic hopes which in manifold types were current in 
the Judaism of the time, and which Jesus had not demolished, 
continued to a great extent in force, (see § 4). One guarantee 
for their fulfilment was supposed to be possessed in the various 
manifestations of the Spirit, * which were displayed in the 

1 See the brilliant investigations of Weizsacker (Apost. Zeitalter. p. 36) as 
to the earliest significant names, self-designations, of the disciples. The 
twelve were in the first place " fwrdifTa/," (disciples and family-circle of Jesus, 
see also the significance of James and the brethren of Jesus), then witnesses of 
the resurrection and therefore Apostles; very soon there appeared beside them, 
even in Jerusalem, Prophets and Teachers. 

2 The christian preaching is very pregnantly described in Acts XXVIII. 31. 
as Mfpi/tf-ff-fiy rify Beta'iXtfet¥ roH BtoO, xoi hidvxMiv rk ts^ toG xt/p/ov ^JticoO Xpitf'roC. 

3 On the spirit of God (of Christ) see note, p. 50. The earliest christians 
felt the influence of the spirit as one coming on them from without. 
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members of the new communities at their entrance, with which 
an act of baptism seemis to have been united from the very 
first, ^ and in their gatherings. They were a guarantee that 
believers really were the ijcxAifW^t toS 6eov, those called to be 
saints, and as such kings and priests unto God * for whom the 
world, death and devil are overcome, although they still rule 
the course of the world. The confession of the God of Israel 
as the Father of Jesus, and of Jesus as Christ and Lord 3 was 
sealed by the testimony of the possession of the Spirit, which as 

1 It cannot be directly proved that Jesus instituted baptism, for Matt. XXVIII. \ 
19, is not a saying of the Lord. The reasons for this assertion are. (i) It is \ 
only a later stage of the tradition that represents the risen Christ as delivering 
speeches and giving commandments. Paul knows nothing of it. (2) The Trini- 
tarian formula is foreign to the mouth of Jesus and has not the authority In the 
Apostolic age which it must have had, if it had descended from Jesus himself. 
On the other hand, Paul knows of no other way of receiving the Gentiles into 
the Christian communities than by baptism, and it is highly probable that in the 
time of Paul all Jewish Christians were also baptised. We may perhaps assume 
that the practice of baptism was continued in consequence of Jesu's recognition 
of John the Baptist and his baptism, even after John himself had been removed. 
According to John. IV. 2. Jesus himself baptised not, but his disciples under his 
superintendence. It is possible only with the help . of tradition to trace back to 
Jesus a ^^ Sacrament of Baptism," or an obligation to it ex necessitate salutis^ 
though it is credible that tradition is correct here. Baptism in the Apostolic age 
was tU ti^sff'tv diJUtpriQv, and indeed 8ii rd 'Svoficc xP*^'^oO (i. Cor. I. 13: Acts 
XIX. 5). We cannot make out when the formula tU rb ovofia roG xetrp^i^ xeu 
Tofj t)io{/, xeu rod &ylov wsvfiaroQ^ emerged. The formula sJq t^ ^Svofia expresses 
that the person baptised is put into a relation of dependence on him into whose 
name he is baptised. Paul has given baptism a relation to the death of Christ, 
or justly inferred it from the s<c if^t^tv df^aprtSiv, The descent of the spirit on 
the baptised very soon ceased to be regarded as the necessary and immediate 
result of baptism; yet Paul, and probably his contemporaries also, considered 
the grace of baptism and the communication of the spirit to be inseparably 
united. See Scholten, Die TaufFormel. 1885. Holtzman. Die Taufe im N. T. 
Ztsch. f. wiss. Theol. 1879. 

2 The designation of ihe Christian community as IxxAifO'/a, originates perhaps 
with Paul, though that is by no means certain; see as to this ^^ name of honour," 
Sohm, Kirchenrecht, Vol. I. p. 16 ff. The words of the Lord, Matt. XVI. 18: 
XVIII. 17, belong to a later period. According to Gal. I. 22. tsuq gv XP^^'^V 
is added to the tcuq tiKKKiicr(ati rifc ^lovicUa^. The independence of every indi- 
vidual Christian in, and before Grod is strongly insisted on in the Epistles of 
Paul, and in the Epistle of Peter, and in the Christian portions of Revelations: 
i^rofifrsv vift&Q pas'iXtfav, itpslq r^ Bi^ iuu vetrfi ahrofi, 

3 Jesus is regarded with adoring reverence as Messiah and Lord, that is, these 
are regarded as the names which his Father has given him. Christians are those 
who call on the name of the Lord Jesus Christ (i Cor. i. 2): every creature 
must bow before him and confess him as Lord (Phil. II. 9): see Deissmann on 
the N. T. formula " in Christo Jesu." 
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Spirit of God sissured every individual of his call to the kingdom, 
united him personally with God himself and became to him 
the pledge of future glory. ' 

2. As the Kingdom of God which was announced had not 
yet visibly appeared, as the appeal to the Spirit could not 
be separated from the appeal to Jesus as Messiah, and as 
there was actually nothing possessed but the reality of the 
Person of Jesus, so in preaching all stress must necessarily 
fall on this Person. To believe in him was the decisive fun- 
damental requirement, and, at first, under the presupposition 
of the religion of Abraham and the Prophets, the sure guar- 
antee of salvation. It is not surprising then to find that in 
the earliest Christian preaching Jesus Christ comes before us 
as frequently as the Kingdom of God in the preaching of 
Jesus himself. The image of Jesus, and the power which pro- 
ceeded from it, were the things which were really possessed. 
Whatever was expected was expected only from Jesus the 
exalted and returning one. The proclamation that the King- 
dom of Heaven is at hand, must therefore become the procla- 
mation that Jesus is the Christ, and that in him the revela- 
tion of God is complete. He who lays hold of Jesus lays hold 
in him of the grace of God, and of a full salvation. We 
cannot, however, call this in itself a displacement : but as soon 
as the proclamation that Jesus is the Christ ceased to be 
made with the same emphasis and the same meaning that it 
had in his own preaching, and what sort of blessings they 
were which he brought, not only was a displacement inevi- 
table, but even a dispossession. But every dispossession re- 
quires the given forms to be filled with new contents. Simple 
as was the pure tradition of the confession : "Jesus is the Christ," 

3 The confession of Father, Son and Spirit is therefore the unfolding of the 
belief that Jesus is the Christ : but there was no intention of expressing by this 
confession the essential equality of the three persons, or even the similar rela- 
tion of the Christian to them. On the contrary, the Father, in it, is regarded 
as the God and Father over all, the Son as revealer, redeemer and Lord, the 
Spirit as a possession, principle of the new supernatural Ufe, and of holiness. 
From the Epistles of Paul we perceive that the Formula Father, Son and Spirit 
could not yet have been customary, especially in Baptism. But it was apprcMich- 
ing (2 Cor. XUI. 13). 
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the task of rightly appropriating and handing down entire 
the peculiar contents which Jesus had given to his self-wit- 
nessing and preaching was nevertheless great, and in its limit 
uncertain. Even the Jewish Christian could perform this task only- 
according to the measure of his spiritual understanding and 
the strength of his religious life. Moreover, the external po- 
sition of the first communities in the midst of contemporaries 
who had crucified and rejected Jesus, compelled them to 
prove, as their main duty, that Jesus really was the Messiah 
who was promised. Consequently, everything united to bring 
the first communities to the conviction that the proclamation 
of the Gospel with which they were entrusted, resolved itself 
into the proclamation that Jesus is the Christ. The itiia-xstv 
TttpsTv irivrot Sva ivsrslKotro i *liiaovg (teaching to observe all 
that Jesus had commanded), a thing of heart and life, could 
not lead to reflection in the same degree, as the liiiffKeiv ort 
oM^ hnv I ;^j9<0'rd^ rov isou (teaching that this is the Christ 
of God): for a community which possesses the Spirit does not 
reflect on whether its conception is right, but, especially a 
missionary community, on what the certainty of its faith rests. 
The proclamation of Jesus as the Christ, though rooted en- 
tirely in the Old Testament, took its start from the exaltation 
of Jesus, which again resulted from his suffering and death. 
The proof that the entire Old Testament points to him, and 
that his person, his deeds and his destiny are the actual and 
precise fulfilment of the Old Testament predictions, was the 
foremost interest of believers, so far as they at all looked 
backwards. This proof was not used in the first place for the 
purpose of making the meaning and value of the Messianic 
work of Jesus more intelligible, of which it did not seem to 
be in much need, but to confirm the Messiahship of Jesus. 
Still, points of view for contemplating the Person and work 
of Jesus could not fail to be got from the words of the Proph- 
ets. The fundamental conception of Jesus dominating every- 
thing was, according to the Old Testament, that God had 
chosen him and through him the Church. God had chosen 
him and made him to be both Lord and Christ. He had 
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made over to him the work of setting up the Kingdom, and 
had led him through death and resurrection to a supra- 
mundane position of sovereignty, in which he would soon vi- 
sibly appear and bring about the end. The hope of Christ's 
speedy return was the most important article in the "Christol- 
ogy," inasmuch as his work was regarded as only reaching 
its conclusion by that return. It was the most difficult, inas- 
much as the Old Testament contained nothing of a second 
advent of Messiah. Belief in the second advent became the 
specific Christian belief. 

But the searching in the scriptures of the Old Testament, 
that is, in the prophetic texts, had already, in estimating the 
Person and dignity of Christ, given an important impulse to- 
wards transcending the frame-work of the idea of the theoc- 
racy completed solely in and for Israel. Moreover, belief in 
the exaltation of Christ to the right hand of God, caused 
men to form a corjjesponding idea of the beginning of his 
existence. The missionary work among the Gentiles, so soon 
begun and so rich in results, threw a new light on the range 
of Christ's purpose and work, and led to the consideration of 
its significance for the whole human race. Finally, the self- 
testimony of Jesus summoned them to ponder his relation to 
God the Father, with the presuppositions of that relation, and 
to give it expression in intelligible statements. Speculation 
had already begun on these four points in the Apostolic age, 
and had resulted in very different utterances as to the Per- 
son and dignity of Jesus (§ 4). ^ 

I The Christological utterances which are found in the New Testament 
writings, so far as they explain and paraphrase the confession of Jesus as the 
Christ and the Lord, may be almost entirely deduced from one or other of the 
four points mentioned in the text. But we must at the same time insist, that 
these declarations were meant to be explanations of the confession that ^^ Jesus 
is the Lord,^' which of course included the recognition that Jesus by the resur- 
rection became a heavenly being (see Weizsacker, in above mentioned work 
p. 116), The solemn protestation of Paul, i Cor. XII 13; hb yvrnpi^m tifitv tfrt 
ouiitQ cv Tfi/fUKTi 6toO AffA^y xSyti ANABEMA IHSOTS, xeu ouUU i^varat eixtty 
KTPIOS IHSOTS tt ffcjf |y ^t^fjueri dy/ifi (cf. Rom. X. 9), shews that he who 
acknowledged Jesus as the Lord, and accordingly believed in the resurrection of 
Jesus, was regarded as a full-bom Christian. It undoubtedly excludes from the 
Apostolic age the independent authority of any christological dogma besides that 
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3. Since Jesus had appeared and was believed on as the 
Messiah promised by the Prophets, the aim and contents of 
his mission seemed already to be therewith stated with suf- 
ficient clearness. Further, as the work of Christ was not yet 
completed, the view of those contemplating it was, above all, 
turned to the future. But in virtue of express words of Jesus, 
and in the consciousness of having received the Spirit of God, 
one was already certain of the forgiveness of sin dispensed 
by God, of righteousness before him, of the full knowledge 
of the Divine will, and of the call to the future Kingdom as a 
present possession. In the procuring of these blessings not a 
few perceived with certainty the results of the first advent of 
Messiah, that is, his work. This work might be seen in the 
whole activity of Christ. But as the forgiveness of sins might 
be conceived as the blessing of salvation which included with 
certainty every other blessing, as Jesus had put his death in 
express relation with this blessing, and. as the fact of this 
death so mysterious and offensive required a special explana- 
tion, there appeared in the foreground from the very begin- 
ning the confession, in i Cor. XV. 3 : vxpHaKx vfuv h Trpdrot^j 
i Kct) vapiXetfioVf ort XP'^'^^^ i^itavsv vTrip ruv ifJLaprtuv ^fiuv, 
** I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, 
that Christ died for our sins'' Not only Paul, for whom, in 
virtue of his special reflections and experiences, the cross of 
Christ had become the central point of all knowledge, but 
also the majority of believers, must have regarded the preach- 
ing of the death of the Lord as an essential article in 
the preaching of Christ, ^ seeing that, as a rule, they placed 

confession and the worship of Christ connected with it. It is worth notice, 
however, that those early Christian men who recognised Christianity as the 
vanquishing of the Old Testament religion (Paul, the Author of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews, John) all held that Christ was a being who had come down from 
heaven. 

I Compare in their fundamental features the common declarations about the 
saving value of the death of Christ in Paul, in the Johannine writings, in ist 
Peter, in the Epistle to the Hebrews, and in the Christian portions of the book 
of Revelation: r^ &yct'7F&VTt ^fi&Q xa) A^a-eevrt fifiStQ'hx r&v ifict^ri&v kv r^ aYfietri ett/roV^ 
ai/T^ if $6^»: Compare the reference to Isaiah LIII, and the Passover lamb: the 
utterances about the ^'lamb" generally in the early writings: see Wcstcott, The 
Epistles of John, p. 34 f: The idea of the blood of Christ in the New Testament. 
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it somehow under the aspect of a sacrifice offered to God. 
Still, there were very different conceptions of the value of the 
death as a means of procuring salvation, and there may have 
been many who were satisfied with basing its necessity on the 
fact that it had been predicted, {iiriiavsv xari rig ypot^iq: 
** he died for our sins according to the scriptures "), while their 
real religious interests were entirely centered in the future 
glory to be procured by Christ. But it must have been of 
greater significance for the following period, that, from the 
first, a short account of the destiny of Jesus lay at the basis 
of all preaching about him (see a part of this in i. Cor. XV. 
i-ii). Those articles in which the identity of the Christ 
who had appeared with the Christ who had been promised 
stood out with special clearness, must have been taken up 
into this report, as well as those which transcended the com- 
mon expectations of Messiah, which for that very reason ap- 
peared of special importance, viz., his death and resurrection. 
In putting together this report, there was no intention of 
describing the " work " of Christ. But after the interest which 
occasioned it had been obscured, and had given place to other 
interests, the customary preaching of those articles must have 
led men to see in them Christ's real performance, his " work ". * 
4. The firm confidence of the disciples in Jesus was 
rooted in the belief that he did not abide in death, but was 
raised by God. That Christ had risen, was, in virtue of what 
they had experienced in him, certainly only after they had 
seen him, just as sure as the fact of his death, and became 
the main article of their preaching about him. * But in the 
message of the risen Lord was contained not only the con- 

1 This of course could not take place otherwise than by reflecting on its 
significance. But a dislocation was already completed as soon as it was isolated 
and separated from the whole work of Jesus, or even from his future activity. 
Reflection on the meaning, or the causes of particular facts might easily, in 
virtue of that isolation, issue in entirely new conceptions. 

2 See the discriminating statements of Weizsacker, '^Apostolic Age", p. i f*, 
especially as to the significance of Peter as first witness of the resurrection. Cf. 
I Cor. XV 5 with Luke XXIV 34: also the fragment of the "Gospel of Peter" 
which unfortunately breaks ofl* at the point where one expects the appearance 
of the Lord to Peter. 
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viction that he lives again, and now lives for ever, but also 
the assurance that his people will rise in like manner and 
live eternally. Consequently, the resurrection of Jesus became 
the sure pledge of the resurrection of all believers, that is of 
their real personal resurrection. No one at the beginning 
thought of a mere immortality of the spirit, not even those 
who assumed the perishableness of man's sensuous nature. In 
conformity with the uncertainty which yet adhered to the 
idea of resurrection in Jewish hopes and speculations, the 
concrete notions of it in the Christian communities were also 
fluctuating. But this could not affect the certainty of the 
conviction that the Lord would raise his people from death. 
This conviction, whose reverse side is the fear of that God 
who casts into hell, has become the mightiest power through 
which the Gospel has won humanity. * 

I It is often said that Christianity rests on the belief in the resurrection of 
Christ. This may be correct, if it is first declared who this Jesus Christ is, and 
what his life signifies. But when it appears as a naked report to which one 
must above all submit, and when in aiddition, as often happens, it is supple- 
mented by the assertion that the resurrection of Christ is the most certain fact 
in the history of the world, one does not know whether he should maryel more 
at ils thoughtlessness or its unbelief. We do not need to have faith in a fact, 
and that which requires religious belief, that is, trust in God, can never be a 
fact which would hold good apart from that belief. The historical question and 
the question of faith must therefore be clearly distinguished here. The follow- 
ing points are historically certain, (i) That none of Christ^s opponents saw 
him after his death. (2) That the disciples were convinced that they had seen 
him soon after his death. (3) That the succession and number of those appear- 
ances can no longer be ascertained with certainty. (4) That the disciples, 
and Paul, were conscious of having seen Christ not in the crucified earthly 
body, but in heavenly glory — even the later incredible accounts of the appear- 
ances of Christ, which strongly emphasise the reality of the body, speak at the 
same time of such a body as can pass through closed doors, which certainly is 
not an earthly body. (5) That Paul does not compare the manifestation of Christ 
given to him with any of his later visions, but, on the other hand, describes it in 
the words (Gal. i : 15): Hn ghi^Ktia'tv 6 itbQ i^oxaX^^l/»i rdv vidv abroO Iv ff«o/, 
and yet puts it on a level with the appearances which the earlier Apostles had 
seen. But, as even the empty grave on the third day can by no means be regarded 
as a certain historical fact, because it appears united in the accounts with 
manifest legendary features, and further because it is directly excluded by the 
way in which Paul has portrayed the resurrection i. Cor. XV, it follows: (i)That 
every conception which represents the resurrection of Christ as a simple rean- 
imation of his mortal body, is far from the original conception, and (2) that 
the question generally as to whether Jesus has risen, can have no existence 
for any one who looks at it apart from the contents and worth of the Person 
of Jesns. For the mere fact that friends and adherents of Jesus were convinced 
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5. After the appearance of Paul, the earliest communities 
were greatly exercised by the question as to how believers 

that they had seen him, especially when they themselves explain that he ap- 
peared to them in heavenly glory, gives, to those who are in earnest about fixing 
historical facts, not the least cause for the assumption that Jesus did not continue 
in the grave. 

History is therefore at first unable to bring any succour to faith here. How- 
ever firm may have been the faith of the disciples in the appearances of Jesus 
in their midst, and it was firm, to believe in appearances which others have 
had is a frivolity which is always revenged by rising doubts. But history is 
still of service to faith: it limits its scope and therewith shews the province to 
which it belongs. The question which history leaves to faith is this : Was Jesus 
Christ swallowed up of death, or did he pass through suffering and the cross 
to glory, that is, to life, power and honour. The disciples would have been 
convinced of that in the sense in which Jesus meant them to understand it, 
though they had not seen him in glory (a consciousness of this is found in Luke 
XXIV: 26: oifX' ToSret *iiit %aWiy rdv ;((pi0'rdy xai iivt AU7y iiQ rifv Z6^m alrroG; 
and Joh. XX : 29 : ilrt wpcuui^ /tec TiT/o-rfviMtc, fjupcaptoi offitj liovnQ xett TivrivvavraQ 
and we might probably add, that no appearances of the Lord could permanently 
have convinced them of his life, if they had not possessed in their hearts the 
impression of his Person. Faith in the eternal life of Christ and in our own 
eternal life is not the condition of becoming a disciple of Jesus, but is the final 
confession of discipleship. Faith has by no means to do with the knowledge 
of the form in which Jesus lives, but only with the conviction that he is the 
living Lord. The determination of the form was immediately dependent on the 
most varied general ideas of the future life, resurrection, restoration, and glori- 
fication of the body, which were current at the time. The idea of the rising 
again of the body of Jesus, appeared comparatively early, because it was this 
hope which animated wide circles of pious people for their own future. Faith 
in Jesus, the living Lord, in spite of the death on the cross, cannot be generated 
by proofs of reason or authority, but only to-day in the same way as Paul has 
confessed of himself: Htm tvi6mi9-tv 6 dfdc &voK»Av}^/a^m rdv Jidv avroO iv sfto/. 
The conviction of having seen the Lord was no doubt of the greatest impor- 
tance for the disciples and made them Evangelists: but what they saw cannot 
at first help us. It can only then obtain significance for us when we have 
gained that confidence in the Lord which Peter has expressed in Mark VIII. 29. 
The Christian even to-day confesses with Paul: «i «v rj f«J retvi^ iv XP*^^9 
If ATixtfrf c hrfjt,h fUvoVy iktuv&rtpot TcArrmv Mpinrmv irfiiv. He believes in a future 
life for himself with God because he believes that Christ lives. That is the 
peculiarity and paradox of Christian faith. But these are not convictions that 
can be common and matter of course, to a deep feeling and earnest thinking 
being standing amid nature and death, but can only be possessed by those who 
live with their whole hearts and minds in God, and even they need the prayer: 
^^I believe, help thou mine unbelief." To act as if faith in eternal life, and in 
the living Christ, was the simplest thing in the world, or a dogma to which 
one has just to submit, is irreligious. The whole question about the resur- 
rection of Christ, its mode and its significance, has thereby been so thoroughly 
confused in later Christendom, that we are in the habit of considering eternal 
life as certain, even apart from Christ. That, at any rate, is not Christian. It is 
Christian to pray that God would give the Spirit to make us strong to overcome 
the feelings and the doubts of nature, and create belief in an eternal life through 
the experience of ^^ dying to live." Where this faith, obtained in this way, 
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obtain the righteousness which they possess, and what signi- 
ficance a precise observance of the law of the Fathers may 
have in connection with it. While some would hear of no 
change in the regulations and conceptions which had hitherto 
existed, and regarded the bestowal of righteousness by God 
as possible only on condition of a strict observance of the 
law, others taught that Jesus as Messiah had procured right- 
eousness for his people, had fulfilled the law once for all, and 
had founded a new covenant, either in opposition to the old, 
or as a stage above it. Paul especially saw in the death of Christ 
the end of the law, and deduced righteousness solely from faith 
in Christ, and sought to prove from the Old Testament itself, 
by means of historical speculation, the merely temporary 
validity of the law and therewith the abrogation of the Old 
Testament religion. Others, and this view, which is not every- 
where to be explained by Alexandrian influences (see above 
p. 62 f ), is not foreign to Paul, distinguished between spirit and 
letter in the Mosaic law, giving to everything a spiritual sig- 
nificance, and in this sense holding that the whole law as 
ififAO^ ^viVfiartxi^ was binding. The question whether right- 
eousness comes from the works of the law or from faith, was 
displaced by this conception, and therefore remained in its 
deepest grounds unsolved, or was decided in the sense of a 
spiritualised legalism. But the detachment of Christianity from 
the political forms of the Jewish religion, and from sacrificial 
worship, was also completed by this conception, although it 
was regarded as identical with the Old Testament religion 
rightly understood. The surprising results of the direct mis- 
sion to the Grentiles, would seem to have first called forth 
those controversies (but see Stephen) and given them the 
highest significance. The fact that one section of Jewish 
Christians, and even some of the Apostles at length recognised 
the right of the Gentile Christians to be Christians without 

exists, it has always been supported by the conviction that the Man lives who 
brought life and immortality to light. To hold fast this faith is the goal of life, 
for only what we consciously strive for is in this matter our own. What we 
think we possess is very soon lost. 
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first becoming Jews, is the clearest proof that what was above 
all prized was faith in Christ and surrender to him as the 
saviour. In agreeing to the direct mission to the Gentiles the 
earliest Christians, while they themselves observed the law, 
broke up the national religion of Israel, and gave expression 
to the conviction that Jesus was not only the Messiah of his 
people, but the redeemer of humanity. * The establishment 
of the universal character of the Gospel, that is, of Christianity 
as a religion for the world, became now, however, a problem, 
the solution of which as given by Paul, but few were able to 
understand or make their own. 

6. In the conviction that salvation is entirely bound up 
with faith in Jesus Christ, Christendom gained the conscious- 
ness of being a new creation of God. But while the sense of 
being the true Israel was thereby, at the same time, held 
fast, there followed, on the one hand, entirely new historical 
perspectives, and on the other, deep problems which de- 
manded solution. As a new creation of God, i ixKX^trlot tov Ssou, 
the community was conscious of having been chosen by God 
in Jesus before the foundation of the world. In the convic- 
tion of being the true Israel, it claimed for itself the whole 
historical development recorded in the Old Testament, con- 
vinced that all the divine activity there recorded had the 

I Weizsacker (Apostolic Age p. 73) says very justly: "The rising of Ju- 
daism against believers put them on their own feet. They saw themselves for 
the first time persecuted in the name of the law, and therewith for the first 
time it must have become clear to them, that in reality the law was no longer 
the same to them as to the others. Their hope is the coming kingdom of heaven, 
in which it is not the law, but their Master from whom they expect salvation. 
Everything connected with salvation is in him. But we should not investigate 
the conditions of the faith of that early period, as though the question had been 
laid before the Apostles whether they could have part in tht Kingdom of heaven 
without circumcision, or whether it could be obtained by faith in Jesus, with 
or without the observance of the law. Such questions had no existence for them 
either practically or as questions of the school. But though they were Jews, and 
the law which even their Master had not abolished, was for them a matter of 
course, that did not exclude a change of inner position towards it, through faith 
in their Master and hope of the Kingdom. There is an inner freedom which 
can grow up alongside of all the constraints of birth, custom, prejudice, and 
piety. But diis only comes into consciousness, when a demand is made on it 
which wounds it, or when it is assailed on account of an inference drawn not 
by its own consciousness, but only by its opponents '\ 
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new community in view. The great question which was to 
find very different answers, was how, in accordance with this 
view, the Jewish nation, so far as it had not recognised Jesus 
as Messiah, should be judged. The detachment of Christianity 
from Judaism was the most important preliminary condition, 
and therefore the most important preparation, for the Mission 
among the Gentile nations, and for union with the Greek spirit. 

Supplement i. — Renan and others go too far when they 
say that Paul alone has the glory of freeing Christianity from 
the fetters of Judaism. Certainly the great Apostle could say 
in this connection also: vepiatrinpoif ctirav Trctvrav ixoirlaffcc, but 
there were others beside him who, in the power of the Gospel, 
transcended the limits of Judaism. Christian communities, it 
may now be considered certain, had arisen in the empire, in 
Rome for example, which were essentially free from the law 
without being in any way determined by Paul's preaching. 
It was Paul's merit that he clearly formulated the great question, 
established the universalism of Christianity in a peculiar man- 
ner, and yet in doing so held fast the character of Christianity 
as a positive religion, as distinguished from Philosophy and 
Moralism. But the later development presupposes neither his 
clear formulation nor his peculiar establishment of universalism, 
but only the universalism itself. 

Supplement 2. — The dependence of the Pauline Theology 
on the Old Testament or on Judaism is overlooked in the tra- 
ditional contrasting of Paulinism and Jewish Christianity, in 
which Paulinism is made equivalent to Gentile Christianity. 
This theology, as we might a priori suppose, could, apart from 
individual exceptions, be intelligible as a whole to born Jews, 
if to any, for its doctrinal presuppositions were strictly Phari- 
saic, and its boldness in criticising the Old Testament, reject- 
ing and asserting the law in its historical sense, could be as 
little congenial to the Gentile Christians as its piety towards 
the Jewish people. This judgment is confirmed by a glance at 
the fate of Pauline Theology in the 120 years that followed. 
Marcion was the only Gentile Christian who understood Paul, 
and even he misunderstood him: the rest never got beyond 
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the appropriation of particular Pauline sayings, and exhibited 
no comprehension especially of the theology of the Apostle, 
so far as in it the universalism of Christianity as a religion 
is proved, even without recourse to Moralism and without put- 
ting a new construction on the Old Testament religion. It 
follows from this, however, that the scheme "Jewish Christian- 
ity" — "Gentile Christianity" is insufficient. We must rather, 
in the Apostolic age, at least at its close, distinguish four 
main tendencies that may have crossed each other here and 
there, * (within which again different shades appear), (i) The 
Gospel has to do with the people of Israel, and with the 
Gentile world only on the condition that believers attach 
themselves to the people of Israel. The punctilious obser- 
vance of the law is still necessary and the condition on which 
the messianic salvation is bestowed (particularism and legalism, 
in practice and in principle, which, however, was not to cripple 
the obligation to prosecute the work of the Mission). (2) The 
Gospel has to do with Jews and Gentiles: the first, as belie- 
vers in Christ, are under obligation as before to observe the 
law, the latter are not; but for that reason they cannot on 
earth fuse into one community with the believing Jews. Very 
different judgments in details were possible on this stand-point ; 
but the bestowal of salvation could no longer be thought of 
as depending simply on the keeping of the ceremonial com- 
mandments of the law ^ (universalism in principle, particu- 
larism in practice; the prerogative of Israel being to some 
extent clung to). (3) The Gospel has to do with both Jews 
and Gentiles ; no one is any longer under obligation to observe 

1 Only one of these four tendencies — the Pauline, with the Epistle to the 
Hebrews and the Johannine writings which are related to Paulinism — has seen 
in the Gospel the establishment of a new religion. The rest identified it with 
Judaism made perfect, or with the Old Testament religion rightly understood. 
But Paul, in connecting Christianity with the promise given to Abraham, passing 
thus beyond the law, that is, beyond the actual Old Testament religion, has 
not only given it a historical foundation, but also claimed for the Father of the 
Jewish nation a unique significance for Christianity. As to the tendencies 
named i and 2, see Book I. Chap. 6. 

2 It is clear from Gal. II : 1 1 ff. that Peter then and for long before occupied 
in principle the stand-point of Paul: see the judicious remarks of Weizs£U:ker 
in the book mentioned above, p. 75 f. 
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the law ; for the law is abolished (or fulfilled), and the salvation 
which Christ's death has procured is appropriated by faith. 
The law (that is the Old Testament religion) in its literal 
sense is of divine origin, but was intended from the first only 
for a definite epoch of history. The prerogative of Israel 
remains, and is shewn in the fact that salvation was first 
offered to the Jews, and it will be shewn again at the end of 
all history. That prerogative refers to the nation as a whole, 
and has nothing, to do with the question of the salvation of 
individuals (Paulinism: universalism in principle and in prac- 
tice, and Antinomianism in virtue of the recognition of a merely 
temporary validity of the whole law; breach with the tradi- 
tional religion of Israel ; recognition of the prerogative of the 
people of Israel ; the clinging to the prerogative of the people 
of Israel was not, however, necessary on this stand-point: see 
the epistle to the Hebrews and the Gospel of John). (4) 
The Gospel has to do with Jews and Gentiles: no one need 
therefore be under obligation to observe the ceremonial com- 
mandments and sacrificial worship, because these command- 
ments themselves are only the wrappings of moral and spiritual 
commandments which the Gospel has set forth as fulfilled in a 
more perfect form (universalism in principle and in practice in 
virtue of a neutralising of the distinction between law and 
Gospel, old and new; spiritualising and universalising of the law). ^ 

I These four tendencies were represented in the Apostolic age by those who 
had been bom and trained in Judaism, and they were collectively transplanted 
into Greek territory. But we cannot be sure tiiat the third of the above ten- 
dencies found intelligent and independent representatives in this domain, as 
there is no certain evidence of it. Only one who had really been subject to 
it, and therefore understood it, could venture on a criticism of the Old Testament 
religion. Still, it may be noted that the majority of non-Jewish converts in the 
Apostolic age, had probably come to know the Old Testament beforehand — 
not always the Jewish religion, (see Havet, Le Christianisme T. IV. p. 120: 
'^Je ne sals s'il y est entr6, du vivant de Paul, un seul paien: je veux dire un 
homme, qui ne conntlt pas d^ja, avant d^ entrer, le judalsme et la Bible"). 
These indications will shew how mistaken and misleading it is to express the 
different tendencies in the Apostolic age and the period closely following by 
the designations "Jewish Christianity — Gentile Christianity." Short watchwords 
are so little appropriate here that one might even with some justice reverse 
the usual conception, and maintain that what is usually understood by Gentile 
Christianity (criticism of the Old Testament religion) was possible only within 
Judaism, while that which is frequently called Jewish Christianity is rather a 
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Supplement 3. — The appearance of Paul is the most impor- 
tant fact in the history of the Apostolic age. It is impossible 
to give in a few sentences an abstract of his theology and 
work ; and the insertion here of a detailed account is forbidden, 
not only by the external limits, but by the aim of this in- 
vestigation. For, as already indicated (§ i), the doctrinal form- 
ation in the Gentile Church is not connected with the 
whole phenomenon of the Pauline theology, but only with 
certain leading thoughts which were only in part peculiar 
to the Apostle. His most peculiar thoughts acted on the de- 
velopment of Ecclesiastical doctrine only by way of occasional 
stimulus. We can find room here only for a few general 
outlines. * 

(i) The inner conviction that Christ had revealed himself 
to him, that the Gospel was the message of the crucified and 
risen Christ, and that God had called him to proclaim that 
message to the world, was the power and the secret of his 
personality and his activity. These three elements were a 
unity in the consciousness of Paul, constituting his conver- 
sion and determining his after-life. (2) In this conviction he 
knew himself to be a new creature, and so vivid was this 
knowledge that he was constrained to become a Jew to the 
Jews, and a Greek to the Greeks in order to gain them. (3) 
The crucified and risen Christ became the central point of 
his theology, and not only the central point, but the one 
source and ruling principle. This Christ was not in his 
estimation Jesus of Nazareth now exalted, but the mighty 

conception which must have readily suggested itse:^f to bom Gentiles superfi- 
cially acquainted with the Old Testament. 

I The first edition of this volume could not appeal to Weizsackers work, 
Das Apostolische Zeitalter der Christliche Kirche, i846, [second edition trans- 
lated in this series]. The author is now in the happy Vposition of being able to 
refer the readers of his imperfect sketch to this ex«Vellent presentation, the 
strength of which lies in the delineation of Paulinisin in its relation to the 
early Church, and to early Christian theology (p. 79-172). The truth of 
Weizsackers expositions of the inner relations (p. 85 fl), is but little affected 
by his assumptions concerning the outer relations, whicn I cannot everywhere 
regard as just. (The work of Weizsacker as a whole Is, in my opinion, the 
most important work on Church history we have received since Ritschl^s 
''Entetehung der alt-katholischen Kirche" (2 Aufl. 1857.)! 
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personal spiritual being in divine form who had for a time 
humbled himself, and who as Spirit has broken up the world 
of law, sin, and death, and continues to overcome them in 
believers. (4) Theology therefore was to him, looking forwards, 
the doctrine of the liberating power of the Spirit (of Christ) 
in all the concrete relations of human life and need. The 
Christ who has already overcome law, sin and death, lives as 
Spirit, and through his Spirit lives in believers, who for that 
very reason know him not after the flesh. He is a creative 
power of life to those who receive him in faith in his re- 
deeming death upon the cross, that is to say, to those who 
are justified. The life in the Spirit, which results from union 
with Christ, will at last reveal itself also in the body (not in 
the flesh). (5) Looking backwards, theology was to Paul a 
doctrine of the law and of its abrogation; or more accurately, 
a description of the old system before Christ in the light of 
the Gospel, and the proof that it was destroyed by Christ. The 
scriptural proof, even here, is only a superadded support to 
inner considerations which move entirely within the thought 
that that which is abrogated has already had its due, by having 
its whole strength made manifest that it might then be an- 
nulled, — the law, the flesh of sin, death : by the law the 
law is destroyed, sin is abolished in sinful flesh, death is de- 
stroyed by death. (6) The historical view which followed 
from this, begins, as regards Christ, with Adam and Abraham ; 
as regards the law, with Moses. It closes, as regards Christ, 
with the prospect of a time when he shall have put all ene- 
mies beneath his feet, when God will be all in all ; as regards 
Moses and the promises given to the Jewish nation, with the 
prospect of a time when all Israel will be saved. (7) Paul's 
doctrine of Christ starts from the final confession of the prim- 
itive Church, that Christ is with the Father as a heavenly 
being and as Lord of the living and the dead. Though Paul 
must have accurately known the proclamation concerning the 
historical Christ, his theology in the strict sense of the word 
does not revert to it; but springing over the historical, it 
begins with the pre-existent Christ (the Man from heaven). 
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whose moral deed it was to assume the flesh in self-denying 
love, in order to break for all men the powers of nature and 
the doom of death. But he has pointed to the words and 
example of the historical Christ in order to rule the life in 
the Spirit. (8) Deductions, proofs, and perhaps also concep- 
tions, which in point of form betray the theology of the 
Pharisaic schools, were forced from the Apostle by Christian 
opponents, who would only grant a place to the message of 
the crucified Christ beside the iixaioavvti i| ipyuv. Both as 
an exegete and as a typologist he appears as a disciple of 
the Pharisees. But his dialectic about law, circumcision and 
sacrifice, does not form the kernel of his religious mode of 
thought, though, on the other hand, it was unquestionably 
his very Pharisaism which qualified him for becoming what 
he was. Pharisaism embraced nearly everything lofty which 
Judaism apart from Christ at all possessed, and its doctrine 
of providence, its energetic insistance on making manifest the 
religious contrasts, its Messianic expectations, its doctrines of 
sin and predestination, were conditions for the genesis of a 
religious and Christian character such as Paul. * This first 
Christian of the second generation is the highest product of 
the Jewish spirit under the creative power of the Spirit of 
Christ. Pharisaism had fulfilled its mission for the world 
when it produced this man. (9) But Hellenism also had a 
share in the making of Paul, a fact which does not conflict 
with his Pharisaic origin, but is partly given with it. In 
spite of all its exclusiveness the desire for making proselytes, 
especially in the Diaspora, was in the blood of Pharisaism. 
Paul continued the old movement in a new way, and he was 
qualified for his work among the Greeks by an accurate 
knowledge of the Greek translation of the Old Testament, by 
considerable dexterity in the use of the Greek language, and 
by a growing insight into the spiritual life of the Greeks. 

I Kabisch, Die Eschatologie des Paulus^ 1893, has shewn how strongly the 
eschatology of Paul was influenced by the later Pharisaic Judaism. He has also 
called attention to the close connection between Paul's doctrine of sin and the 
fall, and that of the Rabbis. 
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But the peculiarity of his Gospel as a message from the 
Spirit of Christ, which was equally near to, and equally 
distant from every religious and moral mode of thought 
among the nations of the world, signified much more than 
all this. This Gospel — who can say whether Hellenism had 
already a share in its conception — required that the mission- 
ary to the Greeks should become a Greek and that believers 
should come to know, " all things are yours, and ye are Christ's". 
Paul, as no 'doubt other missionaries besides him, connected 
the preaching of Christ with the Greek mode of thought; 
he even employed philosophic doctrines of the Greeks as 
presuppositions in his apologetic, * and therewith prepared 
the way for the introduction of the Gospel to the Graeco- 
Roman world of thought. But, in my opinion, he has nowhere 
allowed that world of thought to influence his doctrine of 
salvation. This doctrine, however, was so fashioned in its 
practical aims that it was not necessary to become a Jew in 
order to appropriate it. (lo) Yet we cannot speak of any 
total effect of Paulinism, as there was no such thing. The 
abundance of its details was too great and the greatness of 
its simplicity too powerful, its hope of the future too vivid, 
its doctrine of the law too difficult, its summons to a new 
life in the spirit too mighty to be comprehended and adhered 
to even by those communities which Paul himself had founded. 
What they did comprehend was its Monotheism, its universal- 
ism, its redemption, its eternal life, its asceticism; but all 
this was otherwise combined than by Paul. The style became 
Hellenic, and the element of a new kind of knowledge from 
the very first, as in the Church of Corinth, seems to have 
been the ruling one. The Pauline doctrine of the incarnate 
heavenly Man was indeed apprehended ; it fell in with Greek 



I Some of the Church Fathers (see Socr. H. £. III. i6) have attributed to 
Paul an accurate knowledge of Greek literature and philosophy: but that cannot 
be proved. The references of Heinrici (2 Kor.-Brief. p. 537-604) are worthy of 
our best thanks; but no certain judgment can be formed about the measure of 
of the Apostles* Greek culture, so long as we do not know how great was the 
extent of spiritual ideas which were already precipitated in the speech of the time. 
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notions, although it meant something very different from the 
notions which Greeks had been able to form of it. 

Supplement 4. — What we justly prize above all else in the 
New Testament is, that it is a union of the three groups, 
Synoptic Gospels, Pauline Epistles, ^ and Johannine writings, 
in which are expressed the richest contents of the earliest 
history of the Gospel. In the Synoptic Gospels and the epistles 
of Paul are represented two types of preaching the Gospel which 
mutually supplement each other. The subsequent history is 
dependent on both, and would have been other than it is had 
not both existed alongside of each other. On the other hand, 
the peculiar and lofty conception of Christ and of the Gospel, 
which stands out in the writings of John, has directly exercised 
no demonstrable influence on the succeeding development — 
with the exception of one peculiar movement, the Montanistic, 
which, however, does not rest on a true understanding of these 
writings — and indeed partly for the same reason that has 
prevented the Pauline theology as a whole from having such 
an influence. What is given in these writings is a criticism 
of the Old Testament as religion, or the independence of the 
Christian religion, in virtue of an accurate knowledge of the 
Old Testament through development of its hidden germs. The 
Old Testament stage of religion is really transcended and over- 
come in the Johannine Christianity, just as in Paulinism, and 
in the theology of the epistle to the Hebrews. "The circle 
of disciples who appropriated this characterisation of Jesus, is" 
says Weizsacker, "a revived Christ-party in the higher sense." 
But this transcending of the Old Testament religion was the 
very thing that was unintelligible, because there were few ripe 
for such a conception. Moreover, . the origin of the Johannine 
writings is, from the stand-point of a history of literature and 

I The epistle to the Hebrews and the first epistle of Peter, as well as the 
Pastoral epistles belong to the Pauline circle; they are of the greatest value 
because they shew that certain fundamental features of Pauline theology took 
effect afterwards in an original way, or received independent parallels, and because 
they prove that the cosmic Christology of Paul made the greatest impression and 
was continued. In Christology, the epistle to the Ephesians in particular, leads 
directly from Paul to the pneumatic Christology of the post-apostolic period. 
Its non-genuineness is by no means certain to me. 
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dogma, the most marvellous enigma which the early history 
of Christianity presents: Here we have portrayed a Christ 
who clothes the indescribable with words, and proclaims as 
his own self-testimony what his disciples have experienced 
in him, a speaking, acting, Pauline Christ, walking on the 
earth, far more human than the Christ of Paul and yet 
far more Divine, an abundance of allusions to the historical 
Jesus and at the same time the most sovereign treatment of 
the history. One divines that the Gospel can find no loftier 
expression than John XVII : one feels that Christ himself put 
these words into the mouth of the disciple, who gives them 
back to him, but word and thing, history and doctrine are 
surrounded by a bright cloud of the suprahistorical. It is 
easy to shew that this Gospel could as little have been writ- 
ten without Hellenism, as Luther's treatise on the freedom of 
a Christian man could have been written without the "Deut- 
sche Theologie." But the reference to Philo and Hellenism 
is by no means sufficient here, as it does not satisfactorily 
explain even one of the external aspects of the problem. , The 
elements operative in the Johannine theology were not Greek 
Theologoumena — even the Logos has little more in common 
with that of Philo than the name, and its mention at the be- 
ginning of the book is a mystery, not the solution of one * — 

I In the Ztschr. fur Theol. and Kirche, U. p. 189 ff. I have discussed the 
relation of the prologue of the fourth Gospel to the whole work and endeav- 
oured to prove the following: "The Prologue of the Gospel is not the key to 
its comprehension. It begins with a well-known great object, the Logos, re-adapts 
and transforms it — implicitly opposing false Christologies — in order to substi- 
tute for it Jesus Christ, the (Aovoytviiz dfo^, or in order to unveil it as this Jesus 
Christ. The idea of the Logos is allowed to fall from the moment that this 
takes place. The author continues to narrate of Jesus only with the view of 
establishing the belief that he is the Messiah, the son of God. This faith has 
for its main article the recognition, that Jesus is descended from God and from 
heaven: but the author is far from endeavouring to work out this recognition 
from cosmological, philosophical considerations. According to the Evangelist 
Jesus proves himself to be the Messiah, the Son of God, in virtue of his self- 
testimony, and because he has brought a full knowledge of God and of life — 
purely supernatural divine blessings (Cf. besides and partly in opposition, Holtz- 
mann, i. d. Ztschr. f. wissensch. Theol. 1893). The author^s peculiar world of 
theological ideas, is not, however, so entirely isolated in the early Christian 
literature as appears on the first impression. If, as is probable, the Ignatian 
Epistles are independent of the Gospel of John, further the Supper prayer in 
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but the Apostolic testimony concerning Christ has created from 
the old faith of Psalmists and Prophets, a new faith in a man 
who lived with the disciples of Jesus among the Greeks. For 
that very reason, in spite of his abrupt Antijudaism, we must 
without doubt regard the Author as a born Jew. 

Supplement 5. — The authorities to which the Christian com- 
munities were subjected in faith and life, were these: (i) The 
Old Testament interpreted in the Christian sense. (2) The 
tradition of the Messianic history of Jesus. (3) The words 
of the Lord: see the epistles of Paul, especially i. Corinthians. 
But every writing which was proved to have been given by 
the Spirit had also to be regarded as an authority, and every 
tested Christian Prophet and Teacher inspired by the Spirit 
could cl^im that his words be received and regarded as the words 
of God. Moreover, the twelve whom Jesus had chosen had a 
special authority, and Paul claimed a similar authority for him- 
self {J^txri^iiq T«y iicovrixm). Consequently, there were numer- 
ous courts of appeal in the earliest period of Christendom, of 
diverse kinds and by no means strictly defined. In the manifold 
gifts of the spirit was given a fluid element indefinable in its 
range and scope, an element which guaranteed freedom of devel- 
opment, but which also threatened to lead the enthusiastic 
communities to extravagance. 

Literature. — Weiss, Biblical Theology of the New Testament, 
1884. Beyschlag, New Testament Theology, 1892. Ritschl, 
Entstehung der Alt-Katholischen Kirche, 2 Edit. 1857. Reuss, 
History of Christian Theology in the Apostolic Age, 1864. 
Baur, The Apostle Paul, 1866. Holsten, Zum Evangelium des 
Paulus und Petrus, 1868. Pfleiderer, Paulinism, 1873; also. Das 
Urchristenthum, 1887. Schenkel, Das Christusbild der Apostel, 
1879. Renan, Origins of Christianity Vols. II — IV. Havet, 
Le Christianisme et ses orig. T. IV. 1884. Lechler, The 

the Didache, finally, certain mystic theological phrases in the Epistle of Barna- 
bas, in the second epistle of Clement, and in Hennas, a complex of Theolo- 
goumena may be put together, which reaches back to the primitive period of 
the Church, and may be conceived as the general ground for the theology of 
John. This complex has on its side a close connection with the final develop- 
ment of the Jewish Hagiographic literature under Greek influence. 
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Apostolic and Post- Apostolic Age, 1885. Weizsacker, The 
Apostolic Age, 1892. Hatch, Article "Paul" in the Encyclo- 
paedia Britannicca. Everett, The Gospel of Paul. Boston, 1893. 
On the origin and earliest history of the Christian proofs from 
prophecy, see my " Texte und Unters. z. Gesch. der Alt-Christl." 
Lit. I. 3. p. 56 f. 

§ 4. The Current Exposition of the Old Testament^ and the 

Jewish hopes of the future^ in their significance for 

the earliest types of Christian preaching. 

Instead of the frequently very fruitless investigations about 
* Jewish-Christian", and "Gentile-Christian", it should be asked. 
What Jewish elements have been naturalised in the Christian 
Church, which were in no way demanded by the contents of 
the Gospel? have these elements been simply weakened in 
course of the development, or have some of them been streng- 
thened by a peculiar combination with the Greek? We have 
to do here, in the first instance, with the doctrine of Demons 
and Angels, the view of history, the growing exclusiveness, 
the fanaticism; and on the other hand, with the cultus, and 
the Theocracy, expressing itself in forms of law. 

I. Although Jesus had in principle abolished the methods 
of pedantry, the casuistic treatment of the law, and the sub- 
tleties of prophetic interpretation, yet the old Scholastic exe- 
gesis remained active in the Christian communities, above all, 
the unhistorical local method in the exposition of the Old 
Testament, both allegoristic and Haggadic; for in the expo- 
sition of a sacred text — and the Old Testament was regarded 
as such — one is always required to look away from its his- 
torical limitations and to expound it according to the needs 
of the present. * The traditional view exercised its influence 
on the exposition of the Old Testament, as well as on the 
representations of the person, fate and deeds of Jesus, espe- 
cially in those cases where the question was about the proof 

I The Jewish religion, specially since the (relative) close of the canon, had 
become more and more a religion of the Book. 



ICX) HISTORY OF DOGMA [Chap. n. 

of the fulfilment of prophecy, that is, of the Messiahship of 
Jesus. (See above § 3, 2). Under the impression made by 
the history of Jesus it gave to many Old Testament passages 
a sense that was foreign to them, and, on the other hand, 
enriched the life of Jesus with new facts, turning the interest 
at the same time to details which were frequently unreal and 
seldom of striking importance. * 

2. The Jewish Apocalyptic literature, especially as it flourished 
since the time of Antiochus Epiphanes, and was impreg- 
nated with new elements borrowed from an ethico-religious 
philosophy, as well as with Babylonian and Persian myths 
(Greek myths can only be detected in very small number), 
was not banished from the circles of the first professors of 
the Gospel, but was rather held fast, eagerly read, and even 
extended with the view of elucidating the promises of Jesus. * 

1 Examples of both in the New Testament are numerous. See, above all, 
Matt. I, II. Even the belief that Jesus was . bom of a Virgin sprang from 
Isaiah VII. 14. It cannot, however, be proved to be in the writings of, Paul 
(the two genealogies in Matt, and Luke directly exclude it: according to Dill- 
mann, Jahrb. f. protest. Theol. p. 192 ff. Luke I. 34. 35 would be the addition 
of a redactor); but it must have arisen very early, as the Gentile Christians of 
the second century would seem to have unanimously confessed it (see the 
Romish Symbol. Ignatius, Aristides, Justin, etc.). For the rest, it was long before 
theologians recognised in the Virgin birth of Jesus more than fulfilment of a 
prophecy, viz., a fact of salvation. The conjecture of Usener, that the idea of 
the birth from a Virgin is a heathen myth which was received by the Christians, 
contradicts the entire earliest development of Christian tradition which is free 
from heathen myths, so far as these had not already been received by wide 
circles of Jews, (above all certain Babylonian and Persian Myths), which in 
the case of that idea is not demonstrable. Besides, it is in point of method not 
permissible to stray so far when we have near at hand such a complete explan- 
ation ^s Isaiah VII. 14. Those who suppose that the reality of the Virgin 
birth must be held fast, must assume that a misunderstood prophecy has been 
here fulfilled (on the true meaning of the passage see Dillmann [Jesajas, 5 aufl. 
p. 69] : " of the birth by a Virgin [i. ^., of one who at the birth was still a Virgin] 
the Hebrew text says nothing .... Immanuel as beginning and representative of 
the new generation, from which one should finally take possession of the king^s 
throne"). The application of an unhistorical local method in the exposition of 
the Old Testament — Haggada and Rabbinic allegorism — may be found in many 
passages of Paul (see, e,g.^ Gal. III. 16. 19; IV. 22-31; i. Cor. IX. 9; X. 4; 
XI. 10; Rom. IV. etc.). 

2 The proof of this may be found in the quotations in early Christian wri- 
tings from the Apocalypses of Enoch, Ezra, Eldad and Modad, the assumption 
of Moses and other Jewish Apocalypses unknown to us. They were regarded 
as Divine revelations beside the Old Testament; see the proofs of their frequent 
and long continued use in Schurer^s ^^ History of the Jewish people in the time 
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Though their contents seem to have been modiiiecl on Chris- 
tian soil, and especially the uncertainty about the person of 
the Messiah exalted to victory and coming to judgment, * 
yet the sensuous earthly hopes were in no way repressed. 
Green fat meadows and sulphurous abysses, white horses and 
frightful beasts, trees of life, splendid cities, war and blood- 
shed filled the fancy, * and threatened to obscure the simple 
and yet, at bottom, much more affecting maxims about the 
judgment which is certain to every individual soul, and drew 
the confessors of the Gospel into a restless activity, into poli- 
tics, and abhorrence of the State. It was an evil inheritance 
which the Christians took over from the Jews, • an inheri- 
tance which makes it impossible to reproduce with certainty 
the eschatological sayings of Jesus. Things directly foreign were 
mixed up with them, and, what was most serious, delineations 
of the hopes of the future could easily lead to the undervaluing 
of the most important gifts and duties of the Gospel. * 

of our Lord.'* But the Christians in receiving these Jewish Apocalypses did 
not leave them intact, but adapted them with greater or less Christian aidditions 
(see Ezra, Enoch. Ascension of Isaiah). Even the Apocalypse of John is, as 
Vischer (Texte u. Unters. 3 altchristU lit. Gesch. Bd. II. H. 4) has shown, a 
Jewish Apocalypse adapted to a Christian meaning. But in this activity, and 
in the production of little Apocalyptic prophetic sayings and articles (see in the 
Epistle to the Ephesians, and in those of Barnabas and Clement) the Christian 
labour here in the earliest period seems to have exhausted itself. At least we 
do not know with certainty of any great Apocalyptic writing of an original kind 
proceeding from Christian circles. Even the Apocalypse of Peter which, thanks 
to the discovery of Bouriant, we now know better, is not a completely original 
work as contrasted with the Jewish Apocalypses. 

1 The Gospel, reliance on the Lamb who was slain, very significantly pervades 
the Revelation of John, that is its Christian parts. Even the Apocalypse of 
Peter shews Jesus Christ as the comfort of believers and as the Revealer of 
the future. In it (v. 3,) Christ says ; " Then will God come to those who believe 
on me, those who hunger and thirst and mourn, etc." 

2 These words were written before the Apocalypse of Peter was discovered. 
That Apocalypse confirms what is said in the text. Moreover, its delineation 
of Paradise and blessedness are not wanting in poetic charm and power. In its 
delineation of Hell, which prepares the way for Dante's Hell, the author is scared 
by no terror. 

3 These ideas, however, encircled the earliest Christendom as with a wall of 
fire, and preserved it from a too early contact with the world. 

4 An accurate examination of the eschatological sayings of Jesus in the synoptists 
shews that much foreign matter is mixed with them (see Weiffenbach, Der 
Wiederkunftsgedanke Jesu, 1875). That the tradition here was very uncertain, 
because influenced by the Jewish Apocalyptic, is shewn by the one fact that 
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3. A wealth of mj^hologies and poetic ideas was natural- 
ised and legitimised, * in the Christian communities, chiefly by 
the reception of the Apocalyptic literature, but also by the 
reception of artificial exegesis and Haggada. Most impor- 
tant for the following period were the speculations about 
Messiah, which were partly borrowed from expositions of the 
Old Testament and from the Apocalypses, f)artly formed in- 
dependently, according to methods the justice of which no 
one contested, and the application of which seemed to give 
a Arm basis to religious faith. 

Some of the Jewish Apocalyptists had already attributed 
pre-existence to the expected Messiah, as to other precious 
things in the Old Testament history and worship, and, without 
any thought of denying his human nature, placed him as al- 
ready existing before his appearing in a series of angelic 
beings. ^ This took place in accordance with an established 

Papias (in Iren. V. 33) quotes as words of the Lord which had been handed down 
by the disciples, a group of sayings which we find in the Apocalypse of Baruch 
about the amazing fruitfulness of the earth during thejtime of the Messianic Kingdom. 

1 We may here call attention to an interesting remark of Goethe. Among 
his Apophthegms (no. 573) is the following: "Apocrypha: It would be important 
to collect what is historically known about these books, and to shew that these 
very Apocryphal writings with which the communities of the first centuries of 
our era were flooded, were the real cause why Christianity at no moment of 
political or Church history could stand forth in all her beauty and purity." 
A historian would not express himself in this way, but yet there lies at the 
root of this remark a true historical insight. 

2 See Schilrer, History of the Jewish people. Div. II. vol. II. p. 160 f. yet 
the remarks of the Jew Trypho in the dialogue of Justin shew that the no- 
tions of a pre-existent Messiah were by no means very widely spread in Judaism 
(See also Orig. c. Cels. 1.49: "A Jew would not at all admit that any Prophet 
had said, the Son of God will come: they avoided this designation and used 
instead the saying: the anointed of God wiU come"). The Apocalyptists and 
Rabbis attributed pre-existence, that is, a heavenly origin to many sacred things 
and persons, such as the Patriarchs, Moses, the Tabernacle, the Temple vessels, 
the city of Jerusalem. That the true Temple and the real Jerusalem were with 
God in heaven and would come down from heaven at the appointed time, must 
have been a very wide-spread idea, especially at the time of the destruction of 
Jerusalem, and even earlier than that (see Gal. IV. 26: Rev. XXI. 2: Heb. 
XII. 22). In the Assumption of Moses (c. i) Moses says of himself: Dominus 
invenit me, qui ab initio orbis terrarum prseparatus sum, ut sim arbiter (jita-fniQ) 
testamenti illius (r^c hee6iliKiii abroV), In the Midrasch Bereschith rabba VIII. 2. 
we read, "R. Simeon ben Lakisch says, ^The law was in existence 2cx>0 years 
before the creation of the world.' '* In the Jewish treatise ITpotf-f »%^ *I«0^^, which 
Origen has several times quoted, Jacob says of himself (ap. Orig. tom. II in 
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method of speculation, so far as an attempt was made thereby 
to express the special value of an empiric object, by distin- 
guishing between the essence and the inadequate form of ap- 
pearance, hypostatising the essence, and exalting it above 
time and space. But when a later appearance was conceived 
as the aim of a series of preparations, it was frequently hy- 
postatised and placed above these preparations even in time. 
The supposed aim was, in a kind of real existence, placed, 
as first cause, before the means which were destined to real- 
ise it on earth. * 



Joaxin. c. 25. Opp. IV. 84): '-^S yhp KetK&v vpoc tiyt&^, lyk^leack^ im2 'I^'ponfA, 
i^yyf Aoc ^^oO gJfii tyii x»t TVtCficc ip%/xdv xaii ^A^pakfi xai *Ia-ahK vpotxrfv^vav 
vrpo yrttvro^ ^fyov, lyii iVlxtUit^ .... iyi ^rpuroyovoQ fravrdQ ^uoG ^»ovfU¥Ov t^d UoO" 
These examples coiUd easily be increased. The Jewish speculations about Angels and 
Mediators, which at the time of Christ grew very luxuriantly among the Scribes 
and Apocalyptists, and endangered the purity and vitality of the Old Testament 
idea of God, were also very important for the development of Christian dog- 
matics. But neither these speculations, nor the notions of heavenly Archetypes, 
nor of pre-existence, are to be referred to Hellenic influence. This may have 
co-operated here and there, but the rise of these speculations in Judaism is not 
to be explained by it; they rather exhibit the Oriental stamp. But, of course, 
the stage in the development of the nations had now been reached, in which 
the creations of Oriental fancy and Mythology could be fused with the ideal 
conceptions of Hellenic philosophy. 

I The- conception of heavenly ideals of precious earthly things followed from 
the first naive method of speculation we have mentioned, that of a pre-existence 
of persons from the last. If the world was created for the sake of the people 
of Israel, and the Apocalyptists expressly taught that, then it follows, that in 
the thought of God Israel was older than the world. The idea of a kind of 
pre-existence of the people of Israel follows from this. We can still see this 
process of thought very plainly in the shepherd of Hennas, who expressly de- 
clares that the world was created for the sake of the Church. In consequence 
of this he maintains that the Church was very old, and was created before the 
foundation of the world. See Vis. I. 2. 4 : II. 4. i : A/ar/ oZv vpto-^vripa (scil. 
H €XKMi9'/a) : *'Ort, ^0'/v, v^vruv 9rp«nf ixriv^ hk roGro fFptv^uripa, xai itk ru^rtiv 
6 Kdo'fioi xatniprfa-dtf. But in order to estimate aright the bearing of these specu- 
lations, we must observe that, according to them, the precious things and per- 
sons, so far as they are now really manifested, were never conceived as endowed 
with a double nature. No hint is given of such an assumption; the sensible 
appearance was rather conceived as a mere wrapping which was necessary only 
to its becoming visible, or, conversely, the pre-existence or the archetype was no 
longer thought of in presence of the historical appearance of the object. That 
pneumatic form of existence was not set forth in accordance with the analogy 
of existence verified by sense, but was left in suspense. The idea of ^^exist- 
ence*' here could run through all the stages which, according to the Mythology 
and Metaphysic of the time, lay between what we now call ^^ valid," and the 
most concrete being. He who nowadays undertakes to justify thei[notion of 
pre-existence, will find himself in a very different situation]_from these earlier 
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Some of the first confessors of the Gospel, though not all 
the writers of the New Testament, in accordance with the 
same method, went beyond the declarations which Jesus him- 
self had made about his person, and endeavoured to conceive 
its value and absolute significance abstractly and speculatively. 
The religious convictions (see § 3. 2): (i) That the founding 
of the Kingdom of God on earth, and the mission of Jesus 
as the perfect mediator, were from eternity based on God's 
plan of Salvation, as his main purpose; (2) that the exalted 
Christ was called into a position of Godlike Sovereignty be- 
longing to him of right; (3) that God himself was mani- 
fested in Jesus, and that he therefore surpasses all mediators 
of the Old Testament, nay, even all angelic powers, — these 
convictions with some took the form that Jesus pre-existed, and 
that in him has appeared and taken flesh a heavenly being, 
fashioned like God, who is older than the world, nay, its cre- 
ative principle. * The conceptions of the old Teachers, Paul, 
the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews, the Apocalypse, 
the author of the first Epistle of Peter, the fourth Evangel- 
ist, differ in many ways when they attempt to define these 
convictions more closely. The latter is the only one who has 
recognised with perfect clearness that the premundane Christ 
must be assumed to be tsig cov iv ipxfi vphq tov 6s6vf so as not 
to endanger by this speculation the contents and significance 
of the revelation of God which was given in Christ. This, in 
the earliest period, was essentially a religious problem, that 
is, it was not introduced for the explanation of cosmological 
problems, (see, especially. Epistle to the Ephesians, i Peter; 
but also the Gospel of John), and there stood peacefully be- 
times, as he wiU no longer be able to count on shifting conceptions of exist- 
ence. See Appendix I, at the end of this Vol. for a fuller discussion of the idea 
of pre-existence. 

I It must be observed here that Palestinian Judaism, without any apparent 
influence from Alexandria, though not independently of the Greek spirit, had 
already created a multitude of intermediate beings between God and the world, 
avowing thereby that the idea of God had become stiff and rigid. "Its original 
aim was simply to help the God of Judaism in his need." Among these inter- 
mediate beings should be specially mentioned the Memra of God (see also the 
Shechina and the Metatron). 
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side it, such conceptions as recognised the equipment of the 
man Jesus for his office in a communication of the Spirit at 
his baptism, * or in virtue of Isaiah VII, found the germ of 
his unique nature in his miraculous origin. * But as soon as that 
speculation was detached from its original foundation, it ne- 
cessarily withdrew the minds of believers from the considera- 
tion of the work of Christ, and from the comtemplation of 
the revelation of God which was given in the ministry of the 
historical person Jesus. The mystery of the person of Jesus 
in itself, would then necessarily appear as the true revelation. ' 

A series of theologoumena and religious problems for the 
future doctrine of Christianity lay ready in the teaching of 
the Pharisees and in the Apocalypses (see especially the fourth 
book of Ezra), and was really fitted for being of service to 
it ; e. g.y doctrines about Adam, universal sinfulness, the fall, 
predestination, Theodocy, etc., besides all kinds of ideas about 
redemption. Besides these spiritual doctrines there were not 
a few spiritualised myths which were variously made use of 
in the Apocalypses. A rich, • spiritual, figurative style, only too 
rich and therefore confused, waited for the theological artist 
to purify, reduce and vigorously fashion. There really remained 
very little of the Cosmico-Mythological in the doctrine of the 
great Church. 

Supplement. — The reference to the proof from prophecy, to 
the current exposition of the Old Testament, to the Apocalyp- 
tic and the prevailing methods of speculation, does not suffice to 

1 See Justin. Dial. 48. fin : Justin certainly is not favourably disposed towards 
those who regard Christ as a ^^man among men," but he knows that there are 
such people. 

2 The miraculous genesis of Christ in the Virgin by the Holy Spirit and the 
real pre-existence are of course mutually exclusive. At a later period, it is true, 
it became necessary to unite them in thought. 

3 There is the less need for treating this more fully here, as no New Testa- 
ment Christology has become the direct starting-point of later doctrinal devel- 
opments. The Gentile Christians had transmitted to them, as a unanimous 
doctrine, the message, that Christ is the Lord who is to be worshipped, and 
that one must think of him as the Judge of the living and the dead, that is, 
&^ wtpf 6soO, But it certainly could not fail to be of importance for the result, 
that already many of the earliest Christian writers, and therefore even Paul, 
perceived in Jesus a spiritual being come down from heaven {wtGiiei) who was 
sy liop^^ 6eoV, and whose real act of love consisted in his very descent. 
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explain all the elements which are found in the different types 
of Christian preaching. We must rather bear in mind here 
that the earliest communities were enthusiastic, and had yet 
among them prophets and ecstatic persons. Such circumstan- 
ces will always directly produce facts in the history. But, in 
the majority of cases, it is absolutely impossible to account 
subsequently for the causes of such productions, because their 
formation is subject to no law accessible to the understanding. 
It is therefore inadmissible to regard as proved the reality of 
what is recorded and believed to be a fact, when the motive 
and interest which led to its acceptance can no longer be 
ascertained. ^ 

Moreover, if we consider the conditions, outer and inner, 
in which the preaching of Christ in the first decades was 
placed, conditions which in every way threatened the Gospel 
with extravagance, we shall only see cause to wonder that it 
continued to shine forth amid all its wrappings. We can still, 

I The creation of the New Testament canon first paved the way for putting 
an end, though only in part, to the production of Evangelic ^^ facts " within the 
Church. For Hermas (Sim. IX. i6) can relate that the Apostles also descended 
to the under world and there preached. Others report the same of John the 
Baptist. Origen in his homily on i. Kings XX VII, says that Moses, Samuel 
and all the Prophets descended to Hades and there preached. A series of facts 
of Evangelic history which have no parallel in the accounts of our Synoptists, 
and are certainly legendary, may be put together from the epistle of Barnabas, 
Justin, the second epistle of Clement, Papias, the Gospel to the Hebrews, and 
the Gospel to the Egyptians, But the synoptic reports themselves, especially 
in the articles for which we have only a solitary witness, shew an extensive 
legendary material, and even in the Gospel of John, the free production of facts 
cannot be mistaken. Of what a curious nature some of these were, and that they 
are by no means to be entirely explained from the Old Testament, as for example, 
Justin^s account of the ass on which Christ rode into Jerusalem, having been 
bound to a vine, is shewn by the very old fragment in one source of the Apostolic 
constitutions (Texte u. Unters. II. 5. p. 28 if.); Bn ^nfcev 6 h^^a-ica^oi rlv Ikprov 
Kcct rd Tor^ptov xai tfuXdyija'ty aifrit ksyotv * ro^ro icrri rd o'Sifid fiou Kxi rd dlfiet, ohx 
I9r)rpe4" rctvretii (the women) o'va-riivM ^fitv .... MAp$a atviv hk JAaptAfi, ttrt fl^fv 
abriiv fAiih&creev. Mapfet iTrfv oviUri iyixaa-et. Narratives such as those of Christ*s 
descent to Hell and ascent to heaven, which arose comparatively late, though still 
at the close of the first century (see Book I. Chap. 3) sprang out of short for- 
mulae containing an antithesis (death and resurrection, first advent in lowliness, 
second advent in glory: descensus de coelo, ascensus in coelum; ascensus in 
coelum, descensus ad infema) which appeared to be required by Old Testa- 
ment predictions, and were commended by their naturalness. Just as it is stiU, in 
the same way naively inferred: if Christ rose bodily he must also have ascended 
bodily (visibly?) into heaven. 
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out of the strangest "fulfilments", legends and mythological 
ideas, read the religious conviction, that the aim and goal of 
history is disclosed in the history of Christ, and that the Divine 
has now entered into history in a pure form. 

Literature. — The Apocalypses of Daniel, Enoch, Moses, 
Baruch, Ezra ; Schiirer, History of the Jewish People in the time 
of Christ; Baldensperger, in the work already mentioned. 
Weber, System der Altsynagogalen palastinischen Theologie, 
1880, Kuenen, Hibbert Lectures, 1883. Hilgenfeld, Die judische 
Apokalyptik, 1857. Wellhausen, Sketch of the History of Israel 
and Judah, 1887. Diestel, Gesch. des A. T. in der Christl. 
Kirche, 1869. Other literature in Schiirer. The essay of Hell- 
wag in the Theol. Jahrb. von Baur and Zeller, 1848, "Die 
Vorstellung von der Praexistenz Christi in der altesten Kirche", 
is worth noting; also Joel, Blicke in die Religionsgeschichte 
zu Anfang des 2 Christl. Jahrhunderts, 1880- 188 3. 

§ 5. The Religious Conceptions and the Religious Philosophy 

of the Hellenistic Jews, in their significance for 

the later formulation of the Gospel. 

I. From the remains of the Jewish Alexandrian literature 
and the Jewish Sibylline writings, also from the work of Jo- 
sephus and especially from the great propaganda of Judaism 
in the Graeco-Roman world, we may gather that there was 
a Judaism in the Diaspora for the consciousness of which the 
cultus and ceremonial law were of comparatively subordinate 
importance, while the monotheistic worship of God, apart from 
images, the doctrines of virtue and belief in a future reward 
beyond the grave, stood in the foreground as its really essential 
marks. Converted Gentiles were no longer everywhere required to 
be even circumcised; the bath of purification was deemed 
sufficient. The Jewish religion here appears transformed into 
a universal human ethic and a monotheistic cosmology. For 
that reason, the idea of the Theocracy as well as the Mes- 
sianic hopes of the future faded away or were uprooted. The 
latter, indeed, did not altogether pass away ; but as the oracles 
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of the Prophets were made use of mainly for the purpose of 
proving the antiquity and certainty of monotheistic belief, the 
thought of the future was essentially exhausted in the expec- 
tation of the dissolution of the Roman empire, the burning 
of. the world, and the eternal recompense. The specific Jewish 
element, however, stood out plainly in the assertion that the 
Old Testament, and especially the books of Moses, were the 
source of all true knowledge of God, and the sum total of all 
doctrines of virtue for the nations, as well as in the connected 
assertion that the religious and moral culture of the Greeks 
was derived from the Old Testament, as the source from which 
the Greek Poets and Philosophers had drawn their inspiration. * 
These Jews and the Greeks converted by them formed, as 
it were, a Judaism of a second order without law, i. ^., cere- 
monial law, and with a minimum of statutory, regulations. 
This Judaism prepared the soil for the Christianising of the 
Greeks, as well as for the genesis of a great Gentile Church 
in the empire free from the law; and this the more that, as 
it seems, after the second destruction of Jerusalem the punc- 
tilious observance of the law ^ was imposed more strictly than 
before on all who worshipped the God of the Jews. * 

1 The Sibylline Oracles, composed by Jews, from i6o. B.C. to 1 80 A.D. 
are specially instructive here: See the Editions of Friedlieb. 1852; Alexandre, 
1869; Rzach, 1 89 1. Delaunay, Moines et Siby lies dans Tantiquit^ jud6o-grecque 
1874. Schiirer in the work mentioned above. The writings of Josephus also 
yield rich booty, especially his apology for Judaism in the two books against 
Apion. But it must be noted that there were Jews, enlightened by Hellenism, 
who were still very zealous in their observance of the law. **Philo urges 
most earnestly to the observance of the law in opposition to that party which 
drew the extreme inferences of the allegoristic method, and put aside the outer 
legality as something not essential for the spiritual life. Philo thinks that by 
an exact observance of these ceremonies on their material side, one will also 
come to know better their symbolical meaning" (Siegfried, Philo p. 157). 

2 Direct evidence is certainly almost entirely wanting here, but the indirect 
speaks all the more emphatically: see § 3. Supplements i. 2. 

3 The Jewish propaganda, though by no means effaced, gave way very dis- 
tinctly to the Christian from the middle of the second century. But from this 
time we find few more traces of an enlightened Hellenistic Judaism. Moreover, 
the Messianic expectation also seems to have somewhat given way to occupation 
with the law. But the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, as well as other 
Jewish terms certainly played a great role in Gentile and Gijostic magical formulae 
of the third century, as may be seen, e, ^., from many passages in Origen c. 
Celsum. 
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The Judaism just portrayed, developed itself, under the in- 
fluence of the Greek culture with which it came in contact, 
into a kind of Cosmopolitanism. It divested itself, as religion, 
of all national forms, and exhibited itself as the most perfect 
expression of that "natural" religion which the stoics had 
disclosed. But in proportion as it was enlarged and spiritual- 
ised to a universal religion for humanity, it abandoned what 
was most peculiar to it, and could not compensate for that 
loss by the assertion of the thesis, that the Old Testament is 
the oldest and most reliable source of that natural religion, 
which in the traditions of the Greeks had only witnesses of 
the second rank. The vigour and immediatenessof the religious 
feeling was flattened down to a moralism, the barrenness of 
which drove some Jews even into Gnosis, mysticism and as- 
ceticism. 1 

2. The Jewish Alexandrian philosophy of religion, of which 
Philo gives us the clearest conception, * is the scientific theory 
which corresponded to this religious conception. The theolo- 
gical system which Philo, in accordance with the example of 
others, gave out as the Mosaic system revealed by God, and 

1 The prerogative of Israel was for all that «lung to; Israel remains the 
chosen people. 

2 The brilliant investigations of Bemays, however, have shewn how many- 
sided that philosophy of religion was. The proofs of asceticism in this Helle- 
nistic Judsdsm are especially of great interest for the history of dogma (See 
Theophrastus' treatise on piety). In the eighth Epistle of Heraclitus composed 
by a Hellenistic Jew in the first century, it is said (Bemays, p. 182), ^^ So long 
a time before, O Hermodorus, saw thee that Sibyl, and even then thou wert" 
(it^e ct 9rpd tovovtov atStvoQy "EpiUiuft if 'Zi^vXKei lx</yif, not r^rs 9^da). Even 
here then the notion is expressed, that foreknowledge and predestination invest 
the known and the determined with a kind of existence. Of great importance 
is the fact that even before Philo, the idea of the wisdom of God creating the 
world and passing over to men had been hypostatised in Alexandrian Judaism 
(see Sirach, Baruch, the wisdom of Solomon, Enoch, nay, even the book of 
Proverbs). But so long as the deutero-canonical Old Testament, and also the 
Alexandrine and Apocalyptic literature continue in the sad condition in which 
they are at present, we can form no certain judgment and draw no decided 
conclusions on the subject. When will the scholar appear who will at length 
throw light on these writings, and therewith on the section of inner Jewish 
history most interesting to the Christian theologian? As yet we have only a 
most thankworthy preliminary study in Schtirer's great work, and beside it par- 
ticular or dilettante attempts which hardly shew what the problem really is, 
far less solve it. What disclosures even the fourth book of tHe Maccabees sdone 
yields for the connection of the Old Testament vdth Hellenism I 
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proved from the Old Testament by means of the allegoric 
exegetic method, is essentially identical with the system of 
Stoicism, which had been mixed with Platonic elements and 
had lost its Pantheistic materialistic impress. The fundamental 
idea from which Philo starts is a Platonic one; the dualism 
of God and the world, spirit and matter. The idea of God 
itself is therefore abstractly and negatively conceived (God, 
the real substance which is not finite), and has nothing more 
in common with the Old Testament conception. The possi- 
bility, however, of being able to represent God as acting on 
matter, which as the finite is the non-existent, and therefore 
the evil, is reached, with the help of the Stoic AJyoi as working 
powers and of the Platonic doctrine of archetypal ideas, and 
in outward connection with the Jewish doctrine of angels and 
the Greek doctrine of demons, by the introduction of inter- 
mediate spiritual beings which, as personal and impersonal 
powers proceeding from God, are to be thought of as opera- 
tive causes and as Archetypes. All these beings are, as it 
were, comprehended in the Logos. By the Logos Philo under- 
stands the operative reason of God, and consequently also the 
power of God. The Logos is to him the thought of God and 
at the same time the product of his thought, therefore both 
idea and power. But further, the Logos is God himself on 
that side of him which is turned to the world, as also the 
ideal of the world and the unity of the spiritual forces which 
produce the world and rule in it. He can therefore be put 
beside God and in opposition to the world, but he can also, 
so far as the spiritual contents of the world are comprehended 
in him, be put with the world in contrast with God. The 
Logos accordingly appears as the Son of God, the foremost 
creature, the representative. Viceroy, High Priest, and Mes- 
senger of God, and again as principle of the world, spirit of 
the world, nay, as the world itself. He appears as a power 
and as a person, as a function of God and as an active di- 
vine being. Had Philo cancelled the contradiction which lies 
in this whole conception of the Logos, his system would have 
been demolished; for that system with its hard antithesis of 
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God and the world, needed a mediator who was, and yet was 
not God, as well as world. From this contrast, however, it 
further followed that we can only think of a world-formation 
by the Logos, not of a world-creation. * Within this world 
man is regarded as a microcosm, tfiat is, as a being of Divine 
nature according to his spirit, who belongs to the heavenly 
world, while the adhering body is a prison which holds men 
captive in the fetters of sense, that is, of sin. 

The Stoic and Platonic ideals' and rules of conduct (also 
the Neopythagorean) were united by Philo in the religious 
Ethic as well as in the Cosmology. Rationalistic moralism is 
surmounted by the injunction to strive after a higher good 
lying above virtue. XBut here, at the same time, is the point 
at which Philo decidedly goes beyond Platonism, and introduces 
a new thought into Greek Ethics, and also in correspondence \ 
therewith into theoretic philosophy. This thought, which 
indeed lay altogether in the line qf the development of Greek 
philosophy, was not, however, pursued by Philo into all its 
consequences, though it was the expression of a new frame 
of mind. While the highest good is resolved by Plato and 
his successors into knowledge of truth, which truth, together 
with the idea of God, lies in a sphere really accessible to the 
intellectual powers of the human spirit, the highest good, the 
Divine original being, is considered, by Philo, though not 
invariably, to be above reason, and the power of compre- 
hending it is denied to the human intellect. This assumption, 
a concession which Greek speculation was compelled to make 
to positive religion for the supremacy which was yielded to 
it, was to have far-reaching consequences in the future. A 
place was now for the first time provided in philosophy for a 

I ^^So far as the sensible world is a work of the Logos, it is called vsuts^oq 
iit6Q (quod deus immut. 6. I. 277), or according to Proverbs VIII. 22, an offspring 
of God and wisdom: ^ ii ^apa^gj^afiivij rd roO hoij axipfjut rg^sa-^potQ ii^ct 
riv fjtdvov xeet iyotTifrdv uJcrd^irhv Ctbv iTsx^ifa-s r6v$t r^v xSa-fiov (de ehnet. 8. I, 361 f.). 
So far as the Logos is High Priest his relation to the world is symbolically 
expressed by the garment of the High Priest, to which exegesis the play on the 
word K6rno^ as meaning both ornament and world, lent its aid." This specu- 
lation (see Siegfried. Philo 235) is of special importance; for it shews how 
closely the ideas x^t/ko^ and K6yoi were connected. 
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mythology to be regarded as revelation. The highest truths 
which could not otherwise be reached, might be sought for in 
the oracles of the Deity; for knowledge resting on itself had 
learnt by experience its inability to attain to the truth in 
which blessedness consists. In this very experience the intel- 
lectualism of Greek Ethics was, not indeed cancelled, but sur- 
mounted. The injunction to free oneself from sense and strive 
upwards by means of knowledge, remained; but the wings of 
the thinking mind bore it only to the entrance of the sanc- 
tuary. Only ecstasy produced by God himself was able to 
lead to the reality above reason. The great novelties in the 
system of Philo, though in a certain sense the way had al- 
ready been prepared for them, are the introduction of the idea 
of a philosophy of revelation and the advance beyond the 
absolute intellectualism of Greek philosophy, an advance based 
on scepticism, but also on the deep-felt needs of life. Only 
the germs of these are found in Philo, but they are already 
operative. They are innovations of world-wide importance; 
for in them the covenant between the thoughts of reason on 
the one hand, and the belief in revelation and mysticism on 
the other, is already so completed that neither by itself could 
permanently maintain the supremacy. Thought about the world 
was henceforth dependent not only on practical motives, it is 
always that, but on the need of a blessedness and peace which 
is higher than all reason. It might, perhaps, be allowable to 
say that Philo was the first who, as a philosopher, plainly 
expressed that need, just because he was not only a Greek, 
but also a Jew. * 

Apart from the. extremes into which the ethical counsels of 
Philo run, they contain nothing that had not been demanded 
by philosophers before him. The purifying of the affections, 
the renunciation of sensuality, the acquisition of the four car- 
dinal virtues, the greatest possible simplicity of life, as well 

I Of all the Greek Philosophers of the second century, Plutarch of Charonea, 
died c. 125 A. D. and Numenius of Apamea, second half of the second century, 
approach nearest to Philo; but the latter of the two was undoubtedly familiar 
with Jewish philosophy, specially with Philo, and probably also with Christian 
writings. 
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as a cosmopolitan disposition are enjoined. ^ But the attainment 
of the highest morality by our own strength is despaired of, 
and man is directed beyond himself to God's assistance. Re- 
demption begins with the spirit reflecting on its own condi- 
tion; it advances by a knowledge of the world and of the 
Logos, and it is perfected, after complete asceticism, by mystic 
ecstatic contemplation in which a man loses himself, but in 
return is entirely filled and moved by God. * In this condition 
man has a foretaste of the blessedness which shall be given 
him when the soul, freed from the body, will be restored to 
its true existence as a heavenly being. 

This system, notwithstanding its appeal to revelation, has, 
in the strict sense of the word, no place for Messianic hopes, 
of which nothing but very insignificant rudiments are found 
in Philo. But he was really animated by the hope of a glo- 
rious time to come for Judaism. The- synthesis of the Mes- 
siah and the Logos did not lie within his horizon. ^ 

3. Neither Philo's philosophy of religion, nor the mode of 
thought from which it springs, exercised any appreciable in- 
fluence on the first generation of believers in Christ. * But 
its practical ground-thoughts, though in different degrees, 
must have found admission very early into the Jewish Chris- 
tian circles of the Diaspora, and through them to Gentile 
Christian circles also. Philo's philosophy of religion became 

1 As to the way in which Philo (see also 4 Maccab. V. 24) learned to connect 
the Stoic ethics with the authority of the Torah, as was also done by the Pales- 
tinian Midrash, and represented the Torah as the foundation of the world, and 
therewith as the law of nature: see Siegfried, Philo, p. 156. 

2 Philo by his exhortations to seek the blessed life, has by no means broken 
with the intellectualism of the Greek philosophy, he has only gone beyond it. 
The way of knowledge and speculation is to him also the way of religion and 
morality. But his formal principle is supernatural and leads to a supernatural 
knowledge which finaUy passes over into sight. 

3 But everything was now ready for this synthesis so that it could be, and 
immediately was, completed by Christian philosophers. 

4 We cannot discover Philo's influence in the writings of Paul. But here 
again we must remember that the scripture learning of Psdestinian teachers de- 
veloped speculations which appear closely related to the Alexandrian, and partly 
are so, but yet cannot be deduced from them. The element common to them 
must, for the present at least, be deduced from the harmony of conditions in 
which the different nations of the East were at that time placed, a harmony 
which we cannot exactly measure. 

u 
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Operative among Christian teachers from the beginning of 
the second century, ^ and at a later period actually obtained 
the significance of a standard of Christian theology, Philo 
gaining a place among Christian writers. The systems of 
Valentinus and Origen presuppose that of Philo. It can no 
longer, however, be shewn with certainty how far the direct 
influence of Philo reached, as the development of religious 
ideas in the second century took a direction which necessarily 
led to views similar to those which Philo had anticipated (see 
§ 6, and the whole following account). 

Supplement. — The hermeneutic principles (the " Biblicalal- 
chemy"), above all, became of the utmost importance for the 
following period. These were partly invented by Philo him- 
self, partly traditional, — the Haggadic rules of exposition, 
and the hermeneutic principles of the Stoics having already 
at an earlier period been united in Alexandria. They fall 
into two main classes; ''first, those according to which the 
literal sense is excluded, and the allegoric proved to be the 
only possible one, and then, those according to which the 
allegoric sense is discovered as standing beside and above the 
literal sense." * Thpit these rules permitted the discovery of 
a new sense by minute changes within a word, was a point 
of special importance. * Christian teachers went still further 
in this direction, and, as can be proved, altered the text of 
the Septuagint in order to make more definite what suggested 
itself to them as the meaning of a passage, or in order to 
give a satisfactory meaning to a sentence which appeared to 
them unmeaning or offensive. * Nay, attempts were not want- 

1 The conception of God^s relation to the world as given in the fourth 
Gospel is not Philonic. The Logos doctrine there is therefore essentially not 
that of Philo (against Kuenen and others, See p. 93). 

2 Siegfried (Philo. p. 160-197) has presented in detail Fhilo*s allegorical 
interpretation of scripture, his hermeneutic principles and their application. 
Without an exact knowledge of these principles we cannot understand the Scrip- 
ture expositions of the Fathers, and therefore also cannot do them justice. 

3 See Siegfried, Philo. p. 176. Yet, as a rule, the method of isolating and adapting 
passages of scripture, and the method of unlimited combination were sufficient. 

4 Numerous examples of this may be found in the epistle of Barnabas (see 
c. 4-9), and in the dialogue of Justin vdth Trypho (here they are objects of 
controversy, see cc. 71-73) 120), but also in many other Christian writings, (e*g.^ 
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ing among Christians in the second century — they were 
aided by the uncertainty that existed about the extent of 
the Septuagint, and by the want of plain predictions about 
the death upon the cross — to determine the Old Testament 
canon in accordance with new principles; that is, to alter 
the text on the plea that the Jews had corrupted it, and to 
insert new books into the Old Testament, above all Jewish 
Apocalypses revised in a Christian sense. TertuUian (de cultu 
fem. I. 3,) furnishes a good example of the latter. "Scio 
scripturam Enoch, quae hunc ordinem angelis dedit, non recipi 
a quibusdam, quia nee in armorium Judaicum admittitur .... 
sed cum Enoch eadem scriptura etiam de domino praedicarit, 
a nobis quidem nihil omnino reiciendum est quod pertinet ad 
nos. Et legimus omnem scripturam aedificationi habilem 
divinitus inspirari. A Judaeis potest jam videri propterea 

reiecta, sicut et cetera fere quae Christum sonant Eo 

accedit quod Enoch apud Judam apostolum testimonium pos- 
sidet." Compare also the history of the Apocalypse of Ezra in 
the Latin Bible (Old Testament). Not only the genuine Greek 
portions of the Septuagint, but also many Apocalypses were 
quoted by Christians in the second century as of equal value 
with the Old Testament. It was the New Testament that 
slowly put an end to these tendencies towards the formation 
of a Christian Old Testament. 

I. Clem. ad. Cor. VIII. 3: XVII. 6:XXIIL 3. 4 : XXVL 5 : XLVI. 2:2. Clem. 
XIII. 2). These Christian additions were long retained in the Latin Bible, 
(see also Lactantius and other Latins: Pseudo-Cyprian de aleat. 2 etc.)^ the 
most celebrated of them is the addition ^^ a ligno " to "^ dominus regnavit " in Psalm 
XCVI: see Credner, Beitrage II. The treatment of the Old Testament in the 
epistle of Barnabas is specially instructive, and exhibits the greatest formal 
agreement with that of Philo. We may close here with the words in which Siegfried 
sums up his judgment on Philo. ^^No Jewish writer has contributed so much 
as PhUo to the breaking up of particularism, and the dissolution of Judaism. 
The history of his people, though he believed in it literally, was in its main 
points a didactic allegoric poem for enabling him to inculcate the doctrine that 
man attains the vision of God by mortification of the flesh. The law was regarded 
by him as the best guide to this, but it had lost its exclusive value, as it was 
admitted to be possible to reach the goal without it, and it had, besides, its aim 
outside itself. The God of Philo was no longer the old living God of Israel, 
but an imaginary being who, to obtain power over the world, needed a Logos 
by whom the palladium of Israel, the unity of God, was taken a prey. So 
Israel lost everything which had hitherto characterised her. 
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To find the spiritual meaning of the sacred text, partly be- 
side the literal, partly by excluding it, became the watchword 
for the " scientific" Christian theology which was possible only 
on this basis, as it endeavoured to reduce the immense and 
dissimilar material of the Old Testament to unity with the 
Gospel, and both with the religious and scientific culture of 
the Greeks, — yet without knowing a relative standard, the 
application of which would alone have rendered possible in a 
loyal way the solution of the task. Here, Philo was the master ; 
for he first to a great extent poured the new wine into old 
bottles. Such a procedure is warranted by its final purpose; 
for history is a unity. But applied in a pedantic and strin- 
gently dogmatic way it is a source of deception, of untruth- 
fulness, and finally of total blindness. 

Literature, — Gfrorer, Das Jahr. des Heils, 1838. Parthey, 
Das Alexandr. Museum, 1838. Matter, Hist, de Tecole d'Alex. 
1840. Dahne, Gesch. Darstellung der jud.-alex. Religions- 
philos. 1834. Zeller, Die Philosophie der Griechen, III. 2. 3rd 
Edition. Mommsen, History of Rome. Vol. V. Siegfried, 
Philo von Alex. 1875. Massebieau, Le Classement desCEuvres 
de Philon, 1889. Hatch, Essays in Biblical Greek, 1889. 
Drummond, Philo Judaeus, 1888. Bigg, The Christian Plato- 
nists of Alexandria, 1886. Schiirer, History of the Jewish People. 
The investigations of Freudenthal (Hellenistische Studien), and 
Bernays (Ueber das phokylideische Gedicht; Theophrastos' 
Schrift iiber Frommigkeit ; Die heraklitischen Briefe.) Kuenen, 
Hibbert Lectures : ** Christian Theology could have made and 
has made much use of Hellenism. But the Christian religion 
cannot have sprung from this source." Havet thinks other- 
wise, though in the fourth volume of his "Origines" he has 
made unexpected admissions. 

§ 6. The Religious Dispositions of the Greeks and Romans 

in the first two centuries^ and the current Grosco- 

Roman Philosophy of Religion, 

I. After the national religion and the religious sense gener- 
ally in cultured circles had been all but lost in the age of 
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Cicero and Augustus, there is noticeable in the Graeco-Roman 
world from the beginning of the second century a revival of 
religious feeling which embraced all classes of society, and 
appears, especially from the middle of that century, to have 
increased from decennium to decennium. * Parallel with it went 
the not altogether unsuccessful attempt to restore the old na- 
tional worship, religious usages, oracles, etc. In these attempts, 
however, which were partly superficial and artificial, the new 
religious needs found neither vigorous nor clear expression. 
These needs rather sought new forms of satisfaction corres- 
ponding to the wholly changed conditions of the time, includ- 
ing intercourse and mixing of the nations ; decay of the old 
republican orders, divisions and ranks; monarchy and absolu- 
tism and social crises; pauperism; influence of philosophy on 
the domain of public morality and law; cosmopolitanism and 
the rights of man; influx of Oriental cults into the west; 
knowledge of the world and disgust with it. The decay of 
the old political cults and syncretism produced a disposition 
in favour of monotheism both among the cultured classes who 
had been prepared for it by philosophy, and also gradually 
among the masses. Religion and individual morality became 
more closely connected. There was developed a correspond- 
ing attempt at spiritualising the worship alongside of and within 
the ceremonial forms, and at giving it a direction towards the 
moral elevation of man through the ideas of moral personal- 
ity, conscience, and purity. The ideas of repentance, and of 
expiation and healing of the soul, became of special importance, 
and consequently such Oriental cults came to the front as 
required the former and guaranteed the latter. But what was 
sought above all, was to enter into an inner union with the 
Deity, to be saved by him and become a partaker in the 
possession and enjoyment of his life. The worshipper conse- 
quently longed to find a " praesens numen " and the revelation 
of him in the cultus, and hoped to put himself in possession 
of the Deity by asceticism and mysterious rites. This new 

I Proofs in Friedlander, Sittengeschichte, vol. 3. 
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piety longed for health and purity of soul, and elevation above 
earthly things, and in connection with these a divine, that 
is, a painless and eternal life beyond the grave ("renatiis in 
aeternum taurobolio "). A world beyond was desired, sought 
for and viewed with an uncertain eye. By detachment from 
earthly things and the healing of its diseases (the passions) the 
freed, new born soul should return to its divine nature and 
existence. It is not a hope of immortality such as the ancients 
had dreamed of for their heroes, where they continue, as it 
were, their earthly existence in blessed enjoyment. To the 
more highly pitched self-consciousness this life had become a 
burden, and in the miseries of the present, one hoped for a 
future life in which the pain and vulgarity of the unreal life of 
earth would be completely laid aside ('Eyjcpixf/a and iyiarcca^). 
If the new moralistic feature stood out still more emphatically 
in the piety of the second century, it vanished more and more 
behind the religious feature, the longing after life * and after 
a Redeemer God. No one could any longer be a God who 
was not also a saviour. * 

With all this Polytheism was not suppressed, but only put 
into a subordinate place. On the contrary, it was as lively 
and active as ever. For the idea of a numen supremum did 
not exclude belief in the existence and manifestation of sub- 
ordinate deities. Apotheosis came into currency. The old 
state religion first attained its highest and most powerful ex- 
pression in the worship of the emperor, (the emperor glorified 

I See the chapter on belief .in immortality in Friedlander. Sittengesch. Roms. 
Bde. 3. Among the numerous mysteries known to us, that of Mythras deserves 
special consideration. From the middle of th6 second century the Church Fa- 
thers saw in it, above all, the caricature of the Church. The worship of Mithras 
had its redeemer, its mediator, hierarchy, sacrifice, baptism and sacred meal. The 
ideas of expiation, immortality, and the Redeemer God, were very vividly pre- 
sent in this cult, which of course, in later times, borrowed much from Christi- 
anity; see the accounts of Marquardt, R^ville, and the Essay of Sayous, Le 
Taurobole in the Rev. de I'Hist. des Religions, 1887, where the earliest literature 
is also utilised. The worship of Mithras in the third century became the most 
powerful rival of Christianity. In connection with this should be specially noted 
the cult of iEsculapius, the God who helps the body and the soul; see my essay 
^^ Mediscinisches aus der altesten Kirchengeschichte," 1892. p. 93 ff. 
^ 2 Hence the wide prevalence of the cult of i^sculapius. 
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as " dominus ac deus noster ", ^ as " praesens et corporalis deus ", 
the Antinous cult, etc.), and in many circles an incarnate ideal 
in the present or the past was sought, which might be 
worshipped as revealer of God and as God, and which might 
be an example of life and an assurance of religious hope. 
Apotheosis became less offensive in proportion as, in connection 
with the fuller recognition of the spiritual dignity of man, the 
estimate of the soul, the spirit, as of supramundane nature, and 
the hope of its eternal continuance in a form of existence 
befitting it, became more general. That was the import of 
the message preached by the Cynics and the Stoics, that the 
truly wise man is Lord, Messenger of God, and God upon 
the earth. On the other hand, the popular belief clung to L-^ 
the idea that the gods could appear and be visible m human 
form, and this faith, though mocked by the cultured, gained 
numerous adherents, even among them, in the age of the 
Antonines. * 

1 Dominus in certain circumstances means more than deus ; see TertuU. Apol. 
It signifies more than Soter: see Irenaeus I. i. 3:.... rdv vwr^^ot ^syovciv, o&^i 
ykp Hijpiov ivofjt^^ttv ctlfrhv ^iXovo'tV'-^xupioi and iB<r'x6rti(i are almost synonymous. 
See Philo. Quis. rer. div. heres. 6: a-vvuvvfjuc raVrec stvect xiytrm, 

2 We must give special attention here to the variability and elasticity of the 
concept "d«dc'', and indeed among the cultured as well as the uncultured (Orig. 
prolegg. in Psalm, in Pitra, Anal. T. II. p. 437, according to a Stoic source; 
xar' sAAov $i rpd^ov ^iyta&cu Qihv ^^ov &^&vctTOv Aoy/xdv a-vovBcctov, i&vTM vSvetv 

They still regarded the Gods as passionless, blessed men living for ever. The 
idea therefore of a ^eoxo(^a-iq^ and on the other hand, the idea of the appearance 
of the Gods in human form presented no difficulty (see Acts XIV. 1 1 : XXVIII. 
6). But philosophic speculation — the Platonic, as well as in yet greater mea- 
sure the Stoic, and in the greatest measure of all the Cynic — had led to the 
recognition of something divine in man^s spirit (xveVfjtu, voVq), Marcus Aurelius 
in his Meditations frequently speaks of the God who dwells in us. Clement of 
Alexandria (Strom. VI. 14. 113) says: oVtuq ivvetfitv ^fioOa-a KVptaxijv m ^l^t/^jf 
fjte^rf gJvoet $t6Qy xaxbv [ih ol/oh I^AAo 9rAifv &yvof»Q efvect vofJL/^ova-a, In Bemays* 
Heraclitian Epistles pp. 37 f. 135 f. will be found a valuable exposition of the 
Stoic [Heraclitian] thesis and its history, that men are Gods. See Norden, Bei- 
trage zur Gesch. d. griech. Philos. Jahrb. f. klass. Philol. XIX. Suppl. Bd. p. 
373 ff. about the Cynic Philosopher who, contemplating the life and activity of 
man [met^o-xotoc], becomes its It/o-xotoCi and further xt/p/oc, UyytAoQ d«o0, QsbQ Iv 
MpanFot^, The passages which he adduces are of importance for the history of 
dogma in a twofold respect, (i) They present remarkable parallels to Christol- 
ogy [one even finds the designations, x^ptog, iiyy8?<OQyXar^a'xovoi,s7rfo'xovoQjUb^ 
associated with the philosophers as with Christ e,g,^ in Justin; nay, the Cynics 
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The new thing which was here developed, continued to be 

and Neoplatonics speak of iTfa-xoToi ixffiovta cf. also the remarkable narrative 
in Laertius VI. 102. concerning the Cynic Menedemus; oSr^Qy xct$d ^rtv 'Itt^- 
fioTOQy tU roa-oCrov rtpaTs/aQ ^^MO'tv^ fio-rs'Epivi/oc ivoiKa^iiv a-x^^ue xept^si^ xiycn 
ixfcKOvroQ &^7x^ott ^| *'Atiov rOv dfiaprofisvuv, Btuq ird/uv xcermv retSra knceey^ 
ytXAoi to7q ixt7, Saffioo'tv]. (2) They also explain how the ecclesiastical iw/o'Koxot 
came to be so highly prized, inasmuch as these also were from a very early 
period regarded as mediators between God and man, and considered as Iv «y- 
ipuiFotQ 6gof). There were not a few who in the first and second centuries, ap- 
peared with the claim to be regarded as a God or an organ inspired and cho- 
sen by God (Simon Magus [cf. the manner of his treatment in Hippol. 
Fhilos. VI. 8: see also Clem. Hom. II. 27], ApoUonius of Tyana(?), see far- 
ther Tacitus Hist. II. 51: ^^Mariccus iamque adsertor Galliarum et deus, 

nomen id sibi indiderat"; here belongs also the gradually developing wor- 
ship of the Emperor: ^dominus ac deus noster." cf. Augustus, Inscription of 
the year 25/24 B. C. in Egypt [where the Ptolemies were for long described 
as Gods] 'Tvrip lUeUvetpoQ AlroKpirropo^ $goV (Zeitschrift filr iEgypt. Sprache. 
XXXI. Bd. p. 3). Domitian: ^shi 'Aipiaevd^^ Kaibel Inscr. Gr. 829. 1053. 
df^C Z6ov^poQ Et/tf-f/Sffc, 1 06 1 — the Antinous cult with its prophets. See also 
Josephus on Herod Agrippa. Antiq. XIX. 8. 2. (Euseb. H. E. II. 10). 'The 
flatterers said to him, Behv vpoa-ocfyopt^ovrtQ' tl xeet fUxpt vfiv &q fh^panrov l^o/3if- 
hiiMtv, ^AAib ToCvTgCdgv xpthrovet cs Bvifr^i r^c ^^a-euQ Sfio^oyoGfAtv. Herod himself 
§ 7, says to his friends in his sickness ; S U^q vfuv lyd ^itf xeeTaa-rpg^etv l^rir^r- 

TOfACu rdv /3/ov 6 xAii&gtQ Mdvaro^ v^' ^fiSv ^^ff 6aevg7v ivrdyofMu). On the 

other hand, we must mention the worship of the founder in some philosophic 
schools, especially among the Epicureans. Epictetus says (Moral. 15), Diogenes 
and Heraclitus and those like them are justly called Gods. Very instructive in 
this connection are the reproaches of the heathen against the Christians, and 
of Christian partisans against one another with regard to the almost divine 
veneration of their teachers. Lucian (Peregr. 11) reproaches the Christians in 
Syria for having regarded Peregrinus as a God and a new Socrates. The hea- 
then in Smyrna after the burning of Polycarp, feared that the Christians would 
begin to pay him divine honours (Euseb. H. E. IV. 15. 41). Caecilius in Mi- 
nucius Felix speaks of divine honours being paid by Christians to priests. 
(Octav. IX. 10). The Antimontanist (Euseb. H. E. V. 18. 6) asserts that the 
Montanists worship their prophet and Alexander the Confessor as divine. The 
opponents of the Roman Adoptians (Euseb. H. E. V. 28) reproach them with 
praying to Galen. There are many passages in which the Gnostics are re- 
proached with paying Divine honours to the heads of their schools, and for many 
Gnostic schools (the Carpocratians, for example) the reproach seems to have been 
just. All this is extremely instructive. The genius, the hero, the founder of 
a new school who promises to shew the certain way to the vita beata^ the 
emperor, the philosopher (numerous Stoic passages might be noted here) finally, 
man, in so far as he is inhabited by vo&c — could all somehow be considered 
as deo/, so elastic was this concept. All these instances of Apotheosis in no way 
endangered the Monotheism which had been developed from the mixture of Gods 
and from philosophy; for the one supreme Godhead can unfold his inexhaustible 
essence in a variety of existences, which, while his creatures as to their origin, 
are parts of his essence as to their contents. This Monotheism does not yet 
exactly disclaim its Polytheistic origin. The Christian, Hermas, says to his Mis- 
tress (Vis. I. I. 7) oh fe&vTori a-g df^ Qg^v vty^<r&ii^Vy and the author of the Epistle 
of Diognetus writes (X. 6), retXirct ro7Q gTt^goftgvotQ %ofify^v, (/. e, the rich man) 
$gbQ yiygTM T&v ?\Mii^etv6vTm. That the concept dcdc was again used only of 
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greatly obscured by the old forms of worship which reasons 
of state and pious custom maintained. And the-lfew piel 
dispensing with a fixed foundation, groped uncertainly around, 
adapting the old rather than rejecting it. The old religious 
practices of the Fathers asserted themselves in public life 
generally, and the reception of new cults by the state, which 
was certainly effected, though with many checks, did not 
disturb them. The old religious customs stood out especially 
on state holidays, in the games in honour of the Gods, fre- 
quently degenerating into shameless immorality, but yet pro- 
tecting the institutions of the state. The patriot, the wise 
man, the sceptic, and the pious man compounded with them, 
for they had not rfeally at bottom outgrown them, and they 
knew of nothing better to substitute for the services they 
still rendered to society (see the Ajy©^ ctXtiiiig of Celsus). 

2. The system of associations, naturalized centuries before 
among the Greeks, was developed under the social and poli- 
tical pressure of the empire, and was greatly extended by 
the change of moral and religious ideas. The free unions, 
which, as a rule, had a religious element and were established 
for mutual help, support, or edification, balanced to some extent 
the prevailing social cleavage, by a free democratic organi- 
zation. They gave to many individuals in their small circle 
the rights which they did not possess in the great world, and 
were frequently of service in obtaining admission for new cults. 
Even the new piety and cosmopolitan disposition seem to have 
turned to them in order to find within them forms of expres- 
sion. But the time had not come for the greater corporate 
unions, and of an organised connection of societies in one city 
with those of another we know nothing. The state kept these 
associations under strict control. It granted them only to the 

one God, was due to the fact that one now started from the definition '^qui 
vitam setemam habet," and again from the definition, ^ qui est super omnia et 
originem nescit." From the latter followed the absolute unity of God, from the 
former a plurality of Gods. Both could be so harmonised (see Tertull. adv. 
Prax. and Novat. de Trinit.) that one could assume that the God, gut est super 
omnia^ might allow his monarchy to be administered by seversil persons, and 
might dbpense the gift of immortality and with it a relative divinity. 



122 HISTORY OF DOGMA [Chap. ii. 

poorest classes (collegia ttnuiorum) and had the strictest laws 
in readiness for them. These free unions, however, did not 
in their historical importance approach the fabric of the Roman 
state in which they stood. That represented the union of the 
greater part of humanity under one head, and also more and 
more under one law. Its capital was the capital of the world, 
and also, from the beginning of the third century, of religious 
syncretism. Hither migrated all who desired to exercise an 
influence on the great scale: Jew, Chaldean, Syrian priest, 
and Neoplatonic teacher. Law and Justice radiated from Rome 
to the provinces, and in their light nationalities faded away 
and a cosmopolitanism was developed which pointed beyond 
itself, because the moral spirit can never find its satisfaction 
in that which is realised. When that spirit finally turned 
away from all political life, and after having laboured for the 
ennobling of the empire, applied itself, in Neoplatonism, to 
the idea of a new and free union of men, this certainly was 
the result of the felt failure of the great creation, but it 
nevertheless had that creation for its presupposition. The Church '^ 
appropriated piecemeal the great apparatus of the Roman 
state, and gave new powers, new significance and respect to 
every article that had been depreciated. But what is of greatest 
importance is that the Church by her preaching would never 
have gained whole circles, but only individuals, had not the 
universal state already produced a neutralising of nationalities 
and brought men nearer each other in temper and disposition. 
3. Perhaps the most decisive factor in bringing about the 
revolution of religious and moral convictions and moods, was 
philosophy, which in almost all its schools and representatives, 
had deepened ethics, and set it more and more in the fore- 
ground. After Possidonius, Seneca, Epictetus, and Marcus 
Aurelius, of the Stoical school, and men like Plutarch of the 
Platonic, attained to an ethical view, which, though not very 
clear in principle (knowledge, resignation, trust in God), is 
hardly capable of improvement in details. Common to them 
all, as distinguished from the early Stoics, is the value put 
upon the soul, (not the entire human nature), while in some 
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of them there comes clearly to the front a religious mood, a 
longing for divine help, for redemption and a blessed life 
beyond the grave, the effort to obtain and communicate a 
religious philosophical therapeutic of the soul. * From the be- 
ginning of the. second century, however, already announced 
itself that eclectic philosophy based on Platonism which after 
two or three generations appeared in the form of a school, 
and after three generations more was to triumph over all other 
schools. The several elements of the Neoplatonic philosophy, 
as they were already foreshadowed in Philo, are clearly seen 
in the second century, viz., the dualistic opposition of the 
divine and the earthly, the abstract conception of God, the 
assertion of the unknowableness of God, scepticism with regard 
to sensuous experience, and distrust with regard to the powers 
of the understanding, with a greater readiness to examine 
things and turn to account the result of former scientific 
labour; further the demand of emancipation from sensuality 
by means of asceticism, the need of authority, belief in a 
higher revelation, and the fusion of science and religion. The 
legitimising of religious fancy in the province of philosophy was 
already begun. The myth was no longer merely tolerated 
and re-interpreted as formerly, but precisely the mythic form 
with the meaning imported into it was the precious element. * 
There were, however, in the second century numerous repre- 
sentatives of every possible philosophic view. To pass over 
the frivolous writers of the day, the Cynics criticised the tra- 



1 The longing for redemption and divine help is, for example, clearer in 
Seneca than in the Christian philosopher, Minucius Felix: see Kuhn, Der Oc- 
tavius des M. F. 1882, and Theol. Lit. Ztg. 1883. no. 6. 

2 See the so>called Neopythagorean philosophers and the so-called forerunners 
of Neoplatonism (Cf. Bigg, the Platonists of Alexandria, p. 250, as to Nume- 
nius). Unfortunately, we have as yet no sufficient investigation of the question i 
what influence, if any, the Jewish Alexandrian Philosophy of religion had ' 
on the development of Greek philosophy in the second and third centuries. 
The answering of the question would be of the greatest importance. But at 
present it cannot even be said whether the Jewish philosophy of religion had 
any influence on the genesis of Neoplatonism. On the relation of Neoplatonism 

to Christianity and their mutual approximation, see the excellent account in 
Tzschimer, Fall des Heidenthnms pp. 574-618. Cf. also R6ville, La Religion k 
Rome. 1886. 



^ 
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ditional mythology in the interests of morality and religion, t 
But there were also men who opposed the "ne quid nimis*^ 
to every form of practical scepticism, and to religion at the 
same time, and were above all intent on preserving the state 
and society, and on fostering the existing arrangements which 
appeared to be threatened far more by an intrusive religious 
than by a nihilistic philosophy. * Yet men whose interest 
was ultimately practical and political, became ever more rare, 
especially as from the death of Marcus Aurelius, the main- 
tenance of the state had to be left more and more to the 
sword of the Generals. The general conditions from the end 
of the second century were favourable to a philosophy which 
no longer in any respect took into real consideration the old 
forms of the state. 

The theosophic philosophy which was prepared for in the 
second century,* was, from the stand-point of enlightenment 
and knowledge of nature, a relapse: but it was the expres- 
sion of a deeper religious need, and of a self-knowledge such 
as had not been in existence at an earlier period. The final 
consequences of that revolution in philosophy which made 
consideration of the inner life the starting-point of thought 
about the world, only now began to be developed. The 
ideas of a divine, gracious providence, of the relationship of 
all men, of universal brotherly love, of a ready forgiveness of 
wrong, of forbearing patience, of insight into one's own weak- 
ness — affected no doubt with many shadows — became, for 

1 The Christians, that is the Christian preachers, were most in agreement 
with the Cynics (see Lucian's Peregrinus Proteus), both on the negative and on 
the positive side ; but for that very reason they were hard on one another (Justin 
and Tatian against Crescens) — not only because the Christians gave a different 
basis for the right mode of life from the Cynics, but above all because they 
did not approve of the self-conscious, contemptuous, proud disposition which 
Cynicism produced in many of its adherents. Morality frequently underwent 
change for the worse ' in the hands of Cynics, and became the morality of a 
^^ Gentleman," such as we have also experience of in modem Cynicism. 

2 The attitude of Celsus, the opponent of the Christians, is specially instruc- 
tive here. 

3 For the knowledge of the spread of the idealistic philosophy the statement 
of Origen. (c. Celsum VI. 2), that Epictetus was admired not only by scholars, 
but also by ordinary people, who felt in themselves the impulse to be raised 
to something higher, is well worthy of notice. 
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wide circles, a result of the practical philosophy of the Greeks 
as well as, the conviction of inherent sinfulness, the need of 
redemption, and the eternal value and dignity of a human 
soul which finds rest only in God. These ideas, convictions 
and rules, had been picked up in the long journey from Soc- 
rates to Ammonius Saccas: at first, and for long afterwards, 
they crippled the interest in a rational knowledge of the 
world; but they deepened and enriched the inner life, and 
therewith the source of all knowledge. Those ideas, however, 
lacked as yet the certain coherence, but, above all, the authpr- 
ity which could have raised them above the region of wishes, 
presentiments, and strivings, and have given them normative 
authority in a community of men. There was no sure revel- 
ation, and no view of history which could be put in the place 
of the no longer prized political history of the nation or state 
to which one belonged. * There was, in fact, no such thing as 
certainty. In like manner, there was no power which might 
overturn idolatry and abolish the old, and therefore one did 
not get beyond the wavering between self-deification, fear of 
God, and deification of nature. The glory is all the greater 
of those statesmen and jurists who, in the second and third 
centuries, introduced humane ideas of the Stoics into the legal 
arrangements of the empire, and raised them to standards. 
And we must value all the more the numerous undertakings 
and performances, in which it appeared that the new view of 
life was powerful enough in individuals to beget a correspond- 
ing practice even without a sure belief in revelation, a 

Supplement — For the correct understanding of the beginning 

1 This point was of importance for the propaganda of Christianity among the 
cultured. There seemed to be given here a reliable because revealed Cosmology, 
and history of the world — which already contained the foundation of everything 
worth knowing. Both were needed and both were here set forth in closest union. 

2 The universalism as reached by the Stoics is certainly again threatened by 
the self-righteous and self-complacent distinction between men of virtue, and 
men of pleasure, who, properly speaking, are not men. Aristotle had already 
dealt with the virtuous 61ite in a notable way. He says (Polit. 3. 13. p. 1284), 
that men who are distinguished by perfect virtue should not be put on a level 
with the ordinary mass, and should not be subjected to the constraints of a 
law adapted to the average man. ^^ There is no law for these elect, who are a law 
to themselves.** 
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of Christian theology, that is, for the Apologetic and Gnosis, it 
is important to note where they are dependent on Stoic, and 
where on Platonic lines of thought. Platonism and Stoicism, 
in the second century, appeared in union with each other: 
but up to a certain point they may be distinguished in the 
common channel in which they flow. Wherever Stoicism 
prevailed in religious thought and feeling, as for example, in 
Marcus Aurelius, religion gains currency as natural religion in 
the most comprehensive sense of the word. The idea of rev- 
elation or redemption scarcely emerges. To this rationalism, 
the objects of knowledge are unvarying, ever the same: even 
cosmology attracts interest only in a very small degree. Myth 
and history are pageantry and masks. Moral ideas (virtues 
and duties) dominate even the religious sphere, which in its 
final basis has no independent authority. The interest in 
psychology and apologetic is very pronounced. On the 
other hand, the emphasis, which, in principle, is put on the 
contrast of spirit and matter, God and the world, had fcr 
results ->- inability to rest in the actual realities of the cosmos, 
(i efforts tojunriddle the history of the universe backwards and 
forwards,^ecognition of this^rocess as the essential task of 
theoretic philosophy, and avVdeep, yearning conviction that 
the course of the world needs assistance. Here were given 
the conditions for the ideas of revelation, redemption, etc., and 
the restless search for powers from whom help might come, 
received here also a scientific justification. The rationalistic 
apologetic interests thereby fell into the background: con- 
templation and historical description predominated. * 

The stages in the ecclesiastical history of dogma, from the 
middle of the first to the middle of the fifth century, corre- 
spond to the stages in the history of the ancient religion 
during the same period. The Apologists, Irenaeus, TertuUian, 
Hippolytus; the Alexandrians; Methodius, and the Cappado- 

I Notions of pre-existence were readily suggested by the Platonic philosophy ; 
yet this whole philosophy rests on the fact that one again posits the thing (after 
stripping it of certain marks as accidental, or worthless, or ostensibly foreign to 
it) in order to express its value in this form, and hold fast the permanent in 
the change of the phenomena. 
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cians ; Dionysius, the Areopagite, have their parallels in Seneca, 
Marcus Aurelius; Plutarch, Epictetus, Numenius; Plotinus, 
Porphyry; lamblichus and Proclus. 

But it is not only Greek philosophy that comes into ques- 
tion for the history of Christian dogma. The whole of Greek 
culture must be taken into account. In his posthumous work, 
Hatch has shewn in a masterly way how that is to be done. 
He describes the Grammar, the Rhetoric, the learned Profes- 
sion, the Schools, the Exegesis, the Homilies, etc., of the Greeks, 
and everywhere shews how they passed over into the Church, 
thus exhibiting the Philosophy, the Ethic, the speculative 
Theology, the Mysteries, etc., of the Greeks, as the main factors 
in the process of forming the ecclesiastical mode of thought. 

But, besides the Greek, there is no mistaking the special in- 
fluence of Romish ideas and customs upon the Christian 
Church. The following points specially claim attention: (i) The 
conception of the contents of the Gospel and its applica- 
tion as "salus legitima," with the results which followed from 
the naturalising of this idea. (2) The conception of the word 
of Revelation, the Bible, etc., as "lex." (3) The idea of tra- 
dition in its relation to the Romish idea. (4) The Episcopal 
constitution of the Church, including the idea of succession, 
of the Primateship and universal Episcopate, in their depen- 
dence on Romish ideas and institutions (the Ecclesiastical or- 
ganisation in its dependence on the Roman Empire). (5) The 
separation of the idea of the "sacrament" from that of the 
"mystery", and the development of the forensic discipline of 
penance. The investigation has to proceed in a historical line, 
described by the following series of chapters: Rome and Ter- 
tuUian; Rome and Cyprian; Rome, Optatus and Augustine; 
Rome and the Popes of the fifth century. We have to shew 
how, by the power of her constitution and the earnestness 
and consistency of her policy, Rome a second time, step by 
step, conquered the world, but, this time the Christian world. * 

I See Tzschim. i.d. Ztschr. f. K. Gesch. XII. p. 315 ff. ^^The genesis of the 
Romish Church in the second century/* What he presents is no doubt partly 
incomplete, partly overdone and not proved : yet much of what he states is useful. 
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Greek philosophy exercised the greatest influence not only 
on the Christian mode of thought, but also through that, on 
the institutions of the Church. The Church never indeed be- 
came a philosophic school: but yet in her was realised in a 
peculiar way, that which the Stoics and the Cynics had aimed 
at. The Stoic (Cynic) Philosopher also belonged to the fac- 
tors from which the Christian Priests or Bishops were formed. 
That the old bearers of the Spirit — Apostles, Prophets, Teach- 
ers — have been changed into a class of professional moralists 
and preachers, who bridle the people by counsel and reproof 
(vowtsrhv K»\ ikiyx^^^)i ^hat this class considers itself and de- 
sires to be considered as a mediating Kingly Divine class, 
that its representatives became "Lords" and let themselves 
be called "Lords", all this was prefigured in the Stoic wise 
man and in the Cynic Missionary. But so far as these sever- 
al "Kings and Lords", are united in the idea and reality 
of the Church and are subject to it, the Platonic idea of the 
republic goes beyond the Stoic and Cynic ideals, and subor- 
dinates them to it. But this Platonic ideal has again obtained 
its political realisation in the Church through the very con- 
crete laws of the Roman Empire, which were more and 
more adopted, or taken possession of. Consequently, in the 
completed Church we find again the philosophic schools and 
the Roman Empire. 

Literature. — Besides the older works of Tzschirner, DoUin- 
ger, Burckhardt, Preller, see Friedlander, Darstellungen aus 
der Sittengesch. Roms. in der Zeit von August bis zum Aus- 
gang der Antonine. 3 Bd. 5 Aufl. Boissier, La Religion Romaine 
d'Auguste aux Antonins. 2 Bd. 1874. Ramsay, The Church in 
the Roman Empire before 170. London, 1893. R^ville, La 
Religion k Rome sous ks S^v^res. 1886. Schiller, Geschichte 
der Rom. Kaiserzeit. 1883. Marquardt, Romische Staatsverwal- 
tung, 3 Bde. 1878. Foucart, Les Associations Relig. chez les 
Grecs. 1873. Liebenam, Z. Gesch. u. Organisation d. Rom. 
Vereinswesen. 1 890. K. J. Neumann Der Rom. Staat und die 
allg. Kirche Bd. L 1 890. Leopold Schmidt, Die Ethik der 
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alten Griechen 2 Bd. 1882. Heinrici, Die Christengemeinde 
Korinth's und die religiosen Genossenschaften der Griechen, in 
der Ztschr. f. wissensch. Theol. 1876-77. Hatch, The Influence 
of Greek Ideas and Usages upon the Christian Church. Buechner, 
De neocoria. 1888. Hirschfeld, Z. Gesch. d. rom. Kaisercultus. 
The Histories of Philosophy by Zeller, Erdmann, Ueberweg, 
Striimpell, Windelband, etc. Heinze, Die Lehre vom Logos in 
der Griech. Philosophie. 1872. By same Author, DerEudamo- 
nismus in der Griech. Philosophie. 1883. Hirzel, Untersuchun- 
gen zu Cicero's philos. Schriften 3 Thle. 1877- 188 3. These 
investigation^ are of special value for the history of dogma, 
because they set forth with the greatest accuracy and care, 
the later developments of the great Greek philosophic schools, 
especially on Roman soil. We must refer specially to the 
discussions on the influence of the Roman on the Greek Phil- 
osophy. Volkmann, Die Rhetorik der Griechen und Ro- 
mer. 1872. 

Supplementary. 

Perhaps the most important fact for the following develop- 
ment of the history of dogma, the way for which had already 
been prepared in the Apostolic age, is the twofold conception 
of the aim of Christ's appearing, or of the religious blessing 
of salvation. The two conceptions were indeed as yet mutu- 
ally dependent on each other, and were twined together in 
the closest way, just as they are presented in the teaching 
of Jesus himself; but they began even at this early period 
to be diflerentiated. Salvation, that is to say, was conceived, 
on the one hand, a,a^sh^ring in the glorious kingdom of Christ 
soon to appear, and everything else was regarded as prepar- 
atory to this sure prospect; on the other hand, however, 
attention was turned to the conditions and to the provisions 
oT^od wrought by Christ, which first made men capable of 
attaining that portion, that is, of becoming sure of it. For- 
giveness of sin, righteousness, faith, knowledge, etc., are the 
things which come into consideration here, and these blessings 
themselves, so far as they have as their sure result life in the 
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kingdom of Christ, or more accurately eternal life, may be 
regarded as salvation. It is manifest that these two concep- 
tions need not be exclusive. The first regards the final effect 
as the goal and all else as a preparation, the other regards 
the preparation, the facts already accomplished by Christ and 
the inner transformation of men as the main thing, and all 
else as the natural and necessary result. Paul, above all, as 
may be seen especially from the arguments in the epistle to 
the Romans, unquestionably favoured the latter conception and 
gave it vigorous expression. The peculiar conflicts with which 
he saw himself confronted, and, above all, the great contro- 
versy about the relation of the Gospel and the new commu- 
nities to Judaism, necessarily concentrated the attention on 
questions as to the arrangements on which the community of 
those sanctified in Christ should rest, and the conditions of 
admission to this community. But the centre of gravity of 
Christian faith might also for the moment be removed from 
the hope of Christ's second advent, and would then neces- 
sarily be found in the first advent, in virtue of which salva- 
tion was already prepared for man, and man for salvation 
(Rom. Ill — VIII). The dual development of the conception 
of Christianity which followed from this, rules the whole 
history of the Gospel to the present day. The eschatological 
view is certainly very severely repressed, but it always 
breaks out here and there, and still guards the spiritual from 
the secularisation which threatens it. But the possibility of 
uniting the two conceptions in complete harmony with each 
other, and on the other hand, of expressing them antitheti- 
cally, has been the very circumstance that has complicated in 
an extraordinary degree the progress of the development of 
the history of dogma. From this follows the antithesis, that 
from that conception which somehow recognises salvation itself 
in a present spiritual possession, eternal life in the sense of 
immortality may be postulated as final result, though not a 
glorious kingdom of Christ on earth; while, conversely, the 
eschatological view must logically depreciate every blessing 
which can be possessed in the present life. 
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It is now evident that the theology, and, further, the Helle- 
nising, of Christianity, could arise and has arisen in connection, 
not with the eschatological, but only with the other conception. 
Just because the matters here in question were present spiri- 
tual blessings, and because, from the nature of the case, the 
ideas of forgiveness of sin, righteousness, knowledge, etc., were 
not so definitely outlined in the early tradition, as the hopes 
of the future, conceptions entirely new and very different, 
could, as it were, be secretly naturalised. The spiritual view 
left room especially for the great contrast of a religious and 
a moralistic conception, as well as for a frame of mind which 
was like the eschatological in so far as, according to it, faith 
and knowledge were to be only preparatory blessings in con- 
trast with the peculiar blessing of immortality, which of course 
was contained in them. In this frame of mind the illusion 
might easily arise, that this hope of immortality was the very 
kernel of those hopes of the future for which old concrete forms 
of expression were only a temporary shell. But it might 
further be assumed that contempt for the transitory and finite 
as such, was identical with contempt for the kingdom of the 
World which the returning Christ would destroy. 

The history of dogma has to shew how the old eschatolo- 
gical view was gradually repressed and transformed in the Gen- 
tile Christian communities, and how there was finally devel- 
oped and carried out a spiritual conception in which a strict 
moralism counterbalanced a luxurious mysticism, and wherein 
the results of Greek practical philosophy could find a place. 
But we must here refer to the fact, which is already taught 
by the development in the Apostolic age, that Christian 
dogmatic did not spring from the eschatological, but from the 
spiritual mode of thought. The former had nothing but sure 
hopes and the guarantee of these hopes by the Spirit, by the 
words of prophecy and by the apocalyptic writings. One does 
not think, he lives and dreams, in the eschatological mode of 
thought ; and such a life was vigorous and powerful till beyond 
the middle of the second century. There can be no external 
authorities here; for one has at every moment the highest 
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authority in living operation in the Spirit. On the other hand, 
not only does the ecclesiastical christology essentially spring 
from the spiritual way of thinking, but very specially also the 
system of dogmatic guarantees. The co-ordination of ^iyo^ 
teov, iii»x^ xvplov, Kiipv^fix Tuv iihxx dTTOVTiXav, [word of God, 
teaching of the Lord, preaching of the twelve Apostles] which 
lay at the basis of all Gentile Christian speculation almost 
from the very beginning, and which was soon directed against 
the enthusiasts, originated in a conception which regarded as 
the essential thing in Christianity, the sure knowledge which 
is the condition of immortality. If, however, in the following 
sections of this historical presentation, the pervading and con- 
tinuous opposition of the two conceptions is not everywhere 
clearly and definitely brought into prominence, that is due to 
the conviction that the historian has no right to place the 
factors and impelling ideas of a development in a clearer light 
than they appear in the development itself. He must respect 
the obscurities and complications as they come in his way. 
A clear discernment of the difference of the two conceptions 
was very seldom attained to in ecclesiastical antiquity, because 
they did not look beyond their points of contact, and because 
certain articles of the eschatological conception could never 
be suppressed or remodelled in the Church. Goethe (Dich- 
tung und Wahrheit, II. 8,) has seen this very clearly. "The 
Christian religion wavers between its own historic positive 
element and a pure Deism, which, based on morality, in its 
turn offers itself as the foundation of morality. The difference 
of character and mode of thought shew themselves here in 
infinite gradations, especially as another main distinction co- 
operates with them, since the question arises, what share the 
reason, and what the feelings, can and should have in such 
convictions." See, also, what immediately follows. 

2. The origin of a series of the most important Christian 
customs and ideas is involved in an obscurity which in all 
probability will never be cleared up. Though one part of 
those ideas may be pointed out in the epistles of Paul, yet 
the question must frequently remain unanswered, whether he 
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found them in existence or formed them independently, and 
accordingly the other question, whether they are exclusively 
indebted to the activity of Paul for their spread and natural- 
isation in Christendom. What was the original conception of 
baptism? Did Paul develop independently his own concep- 
tion? What significance had it in the following period ? When 
and where did baptism in the name of the Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit arise, and how did it make its way in Christen- 
dom? In what way were views about the saving value of 
Christ's death developed alongside of Paul's S3rstem? When 
and how did belief in the birth of Jesus from a Virgin gain 
acceptance in Christendom? Who first distinguished Christen- 
dom, as ixxXtivlct Tov ieou, from Judaism, and how did the con- 
cept iKK^ifffta become current? How old is the triad: Apost- 
les, Prophets and Teachers? When were Baptism and the 
Lord's Supper grouped together? How old are our first three 
Gospel^? To all these questions and many more of equal 
importance there is no sure answer. But the greatest problem 
is presented by Christology, not indeed in its particular fea- 
tures doctrinally expressed, these almost ever3nvhere may be 
explained historically, but in its deepest roots as it was preach- 
ed by Paul as the principle of a new life (2. Cor. V. 17), 
and as it was to many besides him the expression of a per- 
sonal union with the exalted Christ (Rev. II. 3). But this 
problem exists only for the historian who considers things 
only from the outside, or seeks for objective proofs. Behind 
and in the Gospel stands the Person of Jesus Christ who mastered 
men's hearts, and constrained them to yield themselves to him 
as his own, and in whom they found their God. Theology 
attempted to describe in very uncertain and feeble outline 
what the mind and heart had grasped. Yet it testifies of a 
new life which, like all higher life, was kindled by a Person, 
and could only be maintained by connection with that Person. 
"I can do all things through Christ who strengtheneth me." 
" I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me." These convictions 
are not dogmas and have no history, and they can only be 
propagated in the manner described by Paul, Gal. I. 15. 16. 



-/ 



134 HISTORY OF DOGMA [Chap. ii. 

3. It was of the utmost importance for the legitimising 
of the later development of Christianity as a system of doctrine, 
that early Christianity had an Apostle who was a theologian, 
and that his Epistles were received into the canon. That the 
doctrine about Christ has become the main article in Christi- 
anity, is not of course the result of Paul's preaching, but is 
based on the confession that Jesus is the Christ. The theology 
of Paul was not even the most prominent ruling factor in the 
transformation of the Gospel to the Catholic doctrine of faith, 
although an earnest study of the Pauline Epistles by the 
earliest Gentile Christian theologians, the Gnostics, and their 
later opponents, is unmistakable. But the decisive importance 
of this theology lies in the fact that, as a rule, it formed the 
boundary and the foundation — just as the words of the 
Lord himself — for those who in the following period endeav- 
oured to ascertain original Christianity, because the Epistles 
attesting it stood in the canon of the New Testament. Now, 
as this theology comprised both speculative and apologetic 
elements, as it can be thought of as a system, as it contained 
a theory of history and a definite conception of the Old Tes- 
tament, finally, as it was composed of objective and subjective 
ethical considerations and included the realistic elements of a 
national religion (wrath of God, sacrifice, reconciliation. King- 
dom of glory), as well as profound psychological perceptions 
and the highest appreciation of spiritual blessings, the Catholic 
doctrine of faith as it was formed in the course of time, 
seemed, at least in its leading features, to be related to it, 
nay, demanded by it. For the ascertaining of the deep-l)dng 
distinctions, above all for the perception that the question in 
the two cases is about elements quite differently conditioned, 
that even the method is different, in short, that the Pauline 
Gospel is not identical with the original Gospel and much 
less with any later doctrine of faith, there is required such 
historical judgment and such honesty of purpose not to be 
led astray in the investigation by the canon of the New 
Testament, ^ that no change in the prevailing ideas can be 

I What is meant here is the imminent danger of taking the several constituent 
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hoped for for long years to come. Besides, critical theology 
has made it difficult to gain an insight into the great differ- 
ence that lies between the Pauline and the Catholic theo- 
logy, by the one-sided prominence it has hitherto given to the 
antagonism between Faulinism and Judaistic Christianity. In con- 
trast with this view the remark of Havet, though also very 
one-sided, is instructive, " Quand on vient de relire Paul, on ne 
pent m^connaitre le caractere 6lev6 de son oeuvre. Je dirai en 
un mot, qu'il a agrandi dans une proportion extraordinaire 
I'attrait que le judaisme exergait sur le mond ancien" (Le 
Christianisme, T. IV, p. 216.) That, however, was only very 
gradually the case and within narrow limits. The deepest and 
most important writings of the New Testament are incontest- 
ably those in which Judaism is understood as religion, but 
spiritually overcome and subordinated to the Gospel as a new 
religion, — the Pauline Epistles, the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
and the Gospel and Epistle of John. There is set forth in 
these writings a new and exalted world of religious feelings, 
views and judgments, into which the Christians of succeeding 
centuries got only meagre glimpses. Strictly speaking, the 
opinion that the New Testament in its whole extent com- 
prehends a unique literature is not tenable; but it is correct 
to say that between its most important constituent parts and 
the literature of the period immediately following there is a 
great gulf fixed. 

But Paulinism especially has had an immeasurable and 
blessed influence on the whole course of the history of dogma, 
an influence it could not have had, if the Pauline Epistles 
had not been received into the canon. Paulinism is a religious 
and Christocentric doctrine, more inward and more powerful 
than any other which has ever appeared in the Church. It 
stands in the clearest opposition to all merely natural moralism, 

parts of the canon, even for historical investigation, as constituent parts, that is, 
of explaining one writing by the standard of another and so creating an artificial 
nnity. The contents of any of Paul's epistles, for example, will be presented 
very differently if it is considered by itself and in the circumstances in which 
it was written, or if attention is fixed on it as part of a collection whose unity 
is presupposed. 
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all righteousness of works, all religious ceremonialism, all 
Christianity without Christ. It has therefore become the con- 
science of the Church, until the Catholic Church in Jansenism 
killed this her conscience. "The Pauline reactions describe 
the critical epochs of theology and the Church." ^ One might 
write a history of dogma as a history of the Pauline reactions 
in the Church, and in doing so would touch on all the turn- 
ing points of the history. Marcion after the Apostolic Fathers ; 
Irenaeus, Clement and Origen after the Apologists; Augustine 
after the Fathers of the Greek Church ; * the great Reformers 
of the middle ages from Agobard to Wessel in the bosom 
of the mediaeval Church; Luther after the Scholastics; Jan- 
senism after the council of Trent : — Everywhere it has been 
Paul, in these men, who produced the Reformation. Paulinism 
has proved to be a ferment in the history of dogma, a basis 
it has never been. ' Just as it had that significance in Paul 
himself, with reference to Jewish Christianity, so it has contin- 
ued to work through the history of the Church. 

1 See Bigg, The Christian Flatonists of Alexandria, pp. 53. 283 ff. 

2 Reuter (August. Studien, p. 492) has drawn a valuable parallel between 
Marcion and Augustine with regard to Paul. 

3 Marcion of course wished to raise it to the exclusive basis, but he entirely 
misunderstood it. 
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THE PREPARATION 



I Cor. IV. 15. 

Eine jede Idee tritt als ein fremder Cast in die 
Erscheinung, und wie sie sich zu realisiren be- 
ginnt, ist sie kaum von Phantasie und Phantas- 
terei zu unterscheiden. 

Goethe, Spriiche in Prosa 566. 



BOOK I 

THE PREPARATION 
CHAPTER I 

HISTORICAL SURVEY 

The first century of the existence of Gentile Christian 
communities is particularly characterised by the following 
features : 

I. The rapid disappearance of Jewish Christianity. ^ 

II. The enthusiastic character of the religious temper: the 
Charismatic teachers and the appeal to the Spirit. ' 

III. The strength of the hopes for the future, Chiliasm. » 

IV. The rigorous endeavour to fulfil the moral precepts 
of Christ, and truly represent the holy and heavenly commu- 
nity of God in abstinence from everything unclean, and in 
love to God and the brethren here on earth "in these last 
days".  

1 This fact must have been apparent as early as the year lOO. The first 
direct evidence of it is in Justin (Apol. I. 53). 

2 Every individual was, or at least should have been conscious, as a Christian, 
of having received the vrvgOfia 6ioV, though that does not exclude spiritual gp:ades. 
A special peculiarity of the enthusiastic nature of the religious temper is, that 
it does not allow reflection as to the authenticity of the faith in which a man 
lives. As to the Charismatic teaching, see my edition of the Didache (Texte 
u. Unters. II. i. 2. p. 93 ff.). 

3 The hope of the approaching end of the world and the glorious kingdom 
of Christ still determined men^s hearts; though exhortations against theoretical 
and practical scepticism became more and more necessary. On the other hand, 
after the Epistles to the Thessalonians, there were not wanting exhortations to 
continue sober and diligent. 

4 There was a strong consciousness that the Christian Church is, above all, 
a union for a holy life, as well as a consciousness of the obligation to help 
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V. The want of a fixed doctrinal form in relation to the 
abstract statement of the faith, and the corresponding variety 
and freedom of Christian preaching on the basis of clear for- 
mulae and an increasingly rich tradition. 

VI. The want of a clearly defined external authority in 
the communities, sure in its application, and the corresponding 
independence and freedom of the individual Christian in rela- 
tion to the expression of the ideas, beliefs and hopes of faith. * 

VII. The want of a fixed political union of the several com- 
munities with each other — every ecclesia is an image, complete 
in itself, and an embodiment of the whole heavenly Church — 
while the consciousness of the unity of the holy Church of Christ 
which has the spirit in its midst, found strong expression. ^ 

VIII. A quite unique literature in which were manufactured 
facts for the past and for the future, and which did not submit 
to the usual literary rules and forms, but came forward with 
the loftiest pretensions. • 

one another, and use all the blessings bestowed by God in the service of our 
neighbours. Justin (2 Apol. in Euseb. H. £. IV. 17. 10) calls Christianity 

1 The existing authorities (Old Testament, sayings of the Lord, words of 
Apostles) did not necessarily require to be taken into account; for the living 
acting Spirit, partly attesting himself also to the senses, gave new revelations. 
The validity of these authorities therefore held good only in theory, and might 
in practice be completely set aside (cf. above all the Shepherd of Hermas). 

2 Zahn remarks (Ignatius v. A. p. VII): ^^I do not believe it to be the 
business of that province of historical investigation which is dependent on the 
writings of the so-called Apostolic Fathers as main sources, to explain the 
origin of the universal Church in any sense of the term ; for that Church existed 
before Clement and Hermas, before Ignatius and Polycarp. But an explanatory 
answer is needed for the question, by what means did the consciousness of the 
^^ universal Church," so little favoured by outer circumstances, maintain itself 
unbroken in the post- Apostolic communities?" This way of stating it obscures, 
at least, the problem which here lies before us, for it does not take account of 
the changes which the idea ^^ universal Church" underwent up to the middle of 
the third century — besides, we do not find the title before Ignatius. In so 
far as the ^'universal Church" is set forth as an earthly power recognisable in a 
doctrine or in political forms, the question as to the origin of the idea is not 
only allowable, but must be regarded as one of the most important. On the 
earliest conception of the ^^ Ecclesia" and its realisation, see the fine investiga- 
tions of Sohm " Kirchenrecht " I. p.i ff. which, however, suffer from being a 
little overdriven. 

3 See the important essay of Overbeck: Ueber die Anfange d. patrist. Litter- 
atur (Hist. Ztschr. N. F. Bd. XII. pp. 417-472). Early Christian literature, as a 
rule, claims to be inspired writing. One can see, for example, in the history 
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IX. The reproduction of particular sayings and arguments of 
Apostolic Teachers with an uncertain understanding of them. » 

X. The rise of tendencies which endeavoured to hasten in 
every respect the inevitable process of fusing the Gospel with 
the spiritual and religious interestsof the time, viz., the Hellenic, 
as well as attempts to separate the Gospel from its origins 
and provide for it quite foreign presuppositions. To the latter 
belongs, above all, the Hellenic idea that knowledge is not a 
charismatic supplement to the faith, or an outgrowth of faith 
alongside of others, but that it coincides with the essence of 
faith itself. » 

The sources for this period are few, as there was not much 
written, and the following period did not lay itself out for 
preserving a great part of the literary monuments of that 
epoch. Still we do possess a considerable number of writings 
and important fragments, • and further important inferences 
here are rendered possible by the monuments of the following 
period, since the conditions ofthefirstcentury were not changed 
in a moment, but were partly, at least, long preserved, especially 
in certain national Churches and in remote communities. ^ 



of the resurrection in the recently discovered Gospel of Peter (fragment) how 
facts were remodelled or created. 

1 The writings of men of the Apostolic period, and that immediately suc- 
ceeding, attained in part a wide circulation, and in some portions of them, 
often of course incorrectly understood, very great influence. How rapidly this 
literature was diffused, even the letters, may be studied in the history of the 
Epistles of Paul, the first Epistle of Clement, and other writings. 

2 That which is here mentioned is of the greatest importance; it is not a 
mere reference to the so-called Gnostics. The foundations for the Hellenising 
of the Gospel in the Church were already laid in the first century (50-150). 

3 We should not over-estimate the extent of early Christian literature. It is 
very probable that we know, so far as the titles of books are concerned, nearly 
all that was effective, and the greater part, by very diverse means, has also been 
preserved to us. We except, of course, the so-called Gnostic literature of which 
we have only a few fragpnents. Only from the time of Commodus, as Eusebius, 
H. E. v. 21. 27, has remarked, did the great Church preserve an extensive 
literature. 

4 It is therefore important to note the locality in which a document originates, 
and the more so the earlier the document is. In the earliest period, in which 
the history of the Church was more uniform, and the influence from without 
relatively less, the differences are still in the background. Yet the spirit of 
Rome sdready announces itself in the Epistle of Clement, that of Alexandria 
in the Epistle of Barnabas, that of the East in the Epistles of Ignatius. 
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Supplement. — The main features of the message concerning 
Christ, of the matter of the Evangelic history, were fixed in 
the first and second generation of believers, and on Palestinian 
soil. But yet, up to the middle of the second century, this 
matter was in many ways increased in Gentile Christian regions, 
revised from, new points of view, handed do\^ in very 
diverse forms, and systematically allegorised by individual 
teachers. As a whole, the Evangelic history certainly appears 
to have been completed ^t the beginning of the second cen- 
tury. But in detail, much that was new was produced at a 
later period — and not only in Gnostic circles — and the old tra- 
dition was recast or rejected. * 

I The history of the genesis of the four Canonical Gospels, or the comparison 
of them, is instructive on this point. Then we must bear in mind the old 
Apocryphal Gospels, and the way in which the so-called Apostolic Fathers and 
Justin attest the Evangelic history, and in part reproduce it independently, the 
Gospels of Peter, of the Egyptians, and of Marcion ; the Diatessaron of Tatian ; 
the Gnostic Gospels and Acts of the Apostles, etc. The greatest gap in our know- 
ledge consists in the fact, that we know so little about the course of things 
from about the year 6i to the beginning of the reign of Trajan. The consoli- 
dating and remodelling process must, for the most part, have taken place in this 
period. We possess probably not a few writings which belong to that period; 
but how are we to prove this,, how are they to be arranged? Here lies the 
cause of most of the differences, combinations and uncertainties; many scholars, 
therefore, actually leave these 40 years out of account, and seek to place every- 
thing in the first three decennia of the second century. 



CHAPTER II 

THE ELEMENT COMMON TO ALL CHRISTIANS AND 
THE BREACH WITH JUDAISM 

On account of the great differences among those who, in 
the first century, reckoned themselves in the Church of God, 
and called themselves by the name of Christ, ^ it seems at first 
sight scarcely possible to set up marks which would hold 
good for all, or even for nearly all, the groups. Yet the great 
majority had one thing in common, as is proved, among other 
things, by the gradual expulsion of Gnosticism. The convic- 
tion that they knew the supreme God, the consciousness of 
being responsible to him (Heaven and Hell), reliance on Jesus 
Christ, the hope of an eternal life, the vigorous elevation above 
the world — these are the elements that formed the funda- 
mental, mood. The author of the Acts of Thecla expresses 
the general view when he (c. 5.7) co-ordinates riv tou ;cp/^To5 
Xiyovj with ?Jyog tsou Trep) iyKp»T$lag Koii ivocari^iag. The fol- 
lowing particulars may here be specified. * 

I. The Gospel, because it rests on revelation, is the sure 
manifestation of the supreme God, and its believing acceptance 
guarantees salvation (a"«Tjfp/«). 

II. The essential content of this manifestation (besides the 
revelation and the verification of the oneness and spirituality of 
God), * is, first of all, the message of the resurrection and 

1 See, as to this, Celsus in Orig. III. 10 ff. and V. 59 ff. 

2 The marks adduced in the text do not certainly hold good for some com- 
paratively unimportant Gnostic groups, but they do apply to the great majority 
of them,' and in the main to Marcion also. 

3 Most of the Gnostic schools know only one God, and put all emphasis on 
the knowledge of the oneness, supramundaneness, and spirituality of this God. 
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eternal life {ivi^Tx^tg, $«Jjf atdviog), then the preaching of moral . 
purity and continence {fyxpireicc), on the basis of repentance 
toward God {fisTiyoia\ and of an expiation once assured by 
baptism, with eye ever fixed on the requital of good and evil. * 

III. This manifestation is mediated by Jesus Christ, who is 
the Saviour (a"«Tj}p) sent by God "in these last days," and who 

stands with God himself in a union special and unique, (cf. the 

ambiguous iralg iiov, which was much used in the earliest 

period). He has brought the true and full knowledge of God, 

as well as the gift of immortality (yvd^tg xai ^«^, or yvi^tg Tijg 

(JmjJ^, as an expression for the sum of the Gospel. See the 

supper prayer in the Didache c. IX and X; evx^ptg^evfiiv aot, 

iciTip ^fiuv uTTip T)f$ ^coiig Kx) yvitTiOiq vig iyviptvxg lifitv ha 

'litaov Tov TTctiiig ^ov), and is for that very reason the redeemer 

(o-fiSrifp and victor over the demons) on whom we are to 

place believing trust. But he is, further, in word and walk 

the highest example of all moral virtue, and therefore in his 

own person the law for the perfect life, and at the same time 

the God-appointed lawgiver and judge. * 

IV. Virtue as continence, embraces as its highest task, renun- 
ciation of temporal goods and separation from the common 
world; for the Christian is not a citizen, but a stranger on 
the earth, and expects its approaching destruction. » 

The iEons, the Demiurgus, the God of matter, do not come near this God, though 
they are called Gods. See the testimony of Hippolytus c. Noet. 1 1 ; xdi y^p 
wdvTt^ av^KktMija'av stQ toOto UxovTSi siTstv, Urt rd vSv sJq 'ivot etvurpsx^f- ^^ oZv 
r^ frivTX s/c ^va ivccrpix^f fcai Kocrk 6vceXsvr7vov jm) K»rk MccpK^Mva, Kttptvddv ri 
xcu TF&vav r^v sx</vft;y (pAvctpfetv^ xat tixovTsq tlq roCro TreptS^ta-xv, Vvot rdv 'ivec 6iAoKoyi^vu(nv 
eiirtov T&v fpAvruv ol/ror^ o%v vvvrpixowiv Jtai avrot fiij AsAovrsi r0 ^Ai/llf/^ ^dvec Qedv 
AMystv TOtijo'eevrot &fi ifHxijcrev. 

1 Continence was regarded as the condition laid down by God for the resur- 
rection and eternal life. The sure hope of this was for many, if not for the 
majority, the whole sum of religion, in connection with the idea of the requital 
of good and evil which was now firmly established. See the testimony of the 
heathen Lucian, in Peregrinus Proteus. 

2 Even where the judicial attributes were separated from God (Christ) as not 
suitable, Christ was still comprehended as the critical appearance by which 
every man is placed in the condition which belongs to him. The Apocalypse 
of Peter expects that God himself will come as Judge (see the Messianic ex- 
pectations of Judaism, in which it was always uncertain whether God or the 
Messiah would hold the judgment). 

3 Celsus (Orig. c. Celsum V. 59) after referring to the many Christian par- 
ties mutually provoking and fighting with each other, remarks (V. 64), that 
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V. Christ has committed to chosen men, the Apostles (or 
to one Apostle), the proclamation of the message he received 
from God; consequently, their preaching represents that of 
Christ himself. But, besides, the Spirit of God rules in Chris- 
tians, " the Saints." He bestows upon them special gifts, and, 
above all, continually raises up among them Prophets and spi- 
ritual Teachers who receive revelations and communications 
for the edification of others, and whose injunctions are to be 
obeyed. 

VI. Christian Worship is a service of God in spirit and in 
truth (a spiritual sacrifice), and therefore has no legal cere- 
monial and statutory rules. The value of the sacred acts and 
consecrations which are connected with the cultus, consists in 
the communication of spiritual blessings. (Didache X, ^fitu 
ii ix^pl^oi, iiffiroTct, wveufianKiiv rpo^ijv xa) TToriv k») ^csiiv ocia- 
viov iia rov T»ii6g trov). 

VII. Everything that Jesus Christ brought with him, may 
be summed up in yvitriq xx) ^coii, or in the knowledge of im- 
mortal life. * To possess the perfect knowledge was, in wide 
circles, an expression for the sum total of the Gospel. * 

though they differ much from each other, and quarrel with each other, you can 
yet hear from them all the protestation. ^^ The world is crucified to me and I to 
the world '\ In the earliest Gentile Christian communities brotherly love for 
reflective thought falls into the background behind ascetic exercises of virtue, 
in unquestionable deviation from the sayings of Christ, but in fact it was power- 
ful. See the testimony of Pliny and Lucian, Aris tides Apol. 15, TertuU. Apol. 39. 

I The word ^^ life " comes into consideration in a double sense, viz., as sound- 
ness of the soul, and as immortality. Neither, of course, is to be separated from 
the other. But I have attempted to shew in my essay, " Medicinisches aus der 
altesten Kirchengesch," (1892), the extent to which the Gospel in the earliest , 
Christendom was preached as medicine and Jesus as a Physician, and how the v / 
Christian Message was really comprehended by the Gentiles as a medicinal reli- V 
gion. Even the Stoic philosophy gave itself out as a soul therapeutic, and Ms- 
culapius was worshipped as a Saviour-God; but Christianity alone was a religion 
of healing. 

a Heinrici, in his commentary on the epistles to the Corinthians, has dealt 
very clearly with this matter; see especially (Bd. II. p. 557 ff.) the description 
of the Christianity of the Corinthians : " On what did the community base its 
Christian character? It believed in one God who had revealed himself to it 
through Christ, without denying the reality of the hosts of gods in the heathen 
world, (i. VIII. 6). It hoped in immortality without being clear as to the na- 
ture of the Christian belief in the resurrection (I. XV). It had no doubt as to 
the requital of good and evil (I. IV. 5 : 2. V. 10: XI. 15; Rom. II. 4), without 
understanding the value of self-denial, claiming no merit, for the sake of im- 
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VIII. Christians, as such, no longer take into account the 
distinctions of race, age, rank, nationality and worldly culture, 
but the Christian community must be conceived as a com- 
munion resting on a divine election. Opinions were divided 
about the ground of that election. 

IX. As Christianity is the only true religion, and as it is 
no national religion, but somehow concerns the whole of hu- 
manity, or its best part, it follows, that it can have nothing 
in common with the Jewish nation and its contemporary 
cultus; The Jewish nation in which Jesus Christ appeared, 
has, for the time at least, no special relation to the God 
whom Jesus revealed. Whether it had such a relation at 
an earlier period is doubtful (cf. here, e.g.^ the attitude of 
of Marcion, Ptolemaeus the disciple of Valentinus, the author 
of the Epistle of Barnabas, Aristides and Justin); but certain 
it is, that God has now cast it off, and that all revelations of 
God, so far as they took place at all before Christ, (the ma- 
jority assumed that there had been such revelations and con- 
sidered the Old Testament as a holy record) must have 
aimed solely at the call of the "new people", and in some 
way prepared for the revelation of God through his Son. 1 

portant ends. It was striving to make use of the Gospel as a new doctrine of 
wisdom about earthly and super-earthly things, which led to the perfect and best 
established knowledge (i. I. 21 : VIII. i). It boasted of special operations of the 
Divine Spirit, which in themselves remained obscure and non-transparent, and 
therefore unfruitful (i. XIV), while it was prompt to put aside as obscure, the 
word of the Cross as preached by Paul (2. IV. i f.). The hope of the near Pa- 
rousia, however, and the completion' of all things, evinced no power to effect a 
moral transformation of society. We herewith obtain the outline of a' conviction 
that was spread over the widest circles of the Roman Empire". Naturam si ex- 
pellas furca, tamen usque recurret. 

I Nearly all Gentile Christian groups that we know, are at one in the de- 
tachment of Christianity from empiric Judaism 5 the " Gnostics," however, included 
the Old Testament in Judaism, while the greater part of Christians did not. 
That detachment seemed to be demanded by the claims of Christianity to be 
the one, true, absolute and therefore oldest religion, foreseen from the begin- 
ning. The different estimates of the Old Testament in Gnostic circles have their 
exact parallels in the different estimates of Judaism among the other Christians ; 
cf. for example, in this respect, the conception stated in the Epistle of Barnabas 
with the views of Marcion, and Justin with Valentinus. The particulars about 
the detachment of the Gentile Christians from the Synagogue, which was pre- 
pared for by the inner development of Judaism itself, and was required by the 
fundamental fact, that the Messiah, crucified and rejected by his own people, was 
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recognised as Saviour by those who were not Jews, cannot be given in the 
frame-work of a history of dogma; though, see chaps. III. IV. VI. On the other 
hand, the turning away from Judaism is also the result of the mass of things 
which were held in common with it, even in Gnostic circles. Christianity made 
its appearance in the Empire in the Jewish propaganda. By the preaching of 
Jesus Christ who brought the gift of eternal life, mediated the full knowledge 
of God, and assembled round him in these last days a community, the imperfect 
and hybrid creations of the Jewish propaganda in the empire were converted 
into independent formations. These formations were far superior to the syna- 
gogue in power of attraction, and from the nature of the case would very soon 
be directed with the utmost vigour against the synagogue. 



CHAPTER III 

THE COMMON FAITH AND THE BEGINNINGS OF KNOWLEDGE 

IN GENTILE CHRISTIANTY AS IT WAS BEING 

DEVELOPED INTO CATHOLICISM * 

§ I. The Communities and the Church. 

The confessors of the Gospel, belonging to organised com- 
munities who recognised the Old Testament as the Divine 
record of revelation, and prized the Evangelic tradition as a 
public message for all, to which in its undiluted form they 

I The statements made in this chapter need special forbearance, especially as 
the selection from the rich and motley material — cf. only the so-called Apos- 
tolic Fathers — the emphasising of this, the throwing into the background of 
that element, cannot here be vindicated. It is not possible, in the compass of a 
brief account, to give expression to that elasticity and those oscillations of ideas 
and thoughts which were peculiar to the Christians of the earliest period. There 
was indeed, as will be shewn, a complex of tradition in many respects fixed,- 
but this complex was still under the dominance of an enthusiastic fancy, so 
that what at one moment seemed fixed, in the next had disappeared. Finally, 
attention must be given to the fact that when we speak of the beginnings of 
knowledge, the members of the Christian community in their totality are no 
longer in question, but only individuals who of course were the leaders of 
the others. If we had no other writings from the times of the Apostolic 
Fathers than the first Epistle of Clement and the Epistle of Polycarp, it would be 
comparatively easy to sketch a clear history of the development connecting Paul- 
inism with the old-Catholic Theology as represented by Irenaeus, and so to justify 
the traditional ideas. But besides these two Epistles which are the classic mon- 
uments of the mediating tradition, we have a great number of documents 
which shew us how manifold and complicated the development was. They also 
teach us how careful we should be in the interpretation of the post-Apostolic 
documents that immediately followed the Pauline Epistles, and that we must give 
special heed to the paragraphs and ideas in them, which distinguish them from 
Paulinism. Besides, it is of the greatest importance that those two Epistles 
originated in Rome and Asia Minor, as these are the places where we must 
seek the embryonic stage of old-Catholic doctrine. Numerous fine threads, in 
the form of fundamental ideas and particular views, p^s over from the Asia Minor 
theology of the post-Apostolic period into the old-Catholic theology. 



] 
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wished to adhere truly and sincerely, formed the stem of 
Christendom both as to extent and importance. * The coni- 
munities stood to each other in an outwardly loose, but in- 
wardly firm connection, and every community by the vigour 
of its faith, the certainty of its hope, the holy character of its 
life, as well as by unfeigned love, unity and peace, was to 
be an image of the holy Church of God which is in heaven, 
and whose members are scattered over the earth. They were, 
further, by the purity of their walk and an active brotherly 
disposition, to prove to those without, that is to the world, 
the excellence and truth of the Christian faith. * The hope 

1 The Epistle to the Hebrews (X. 25), the Epistle of Barnabas (IV. 10), the 
Shepherd of Hermas (Sim. IX. 26. 3), but especially the Epistles of Ignatius 
and still later documents, shew that up to the middle of the second century, 
and even later, there were' Christians who, for various reasons, stood outside 
the union of communities, or wished to have only a loose and temporary relation 
to them. The exhortation: It/ to ect/rh o'vvspx^fJi'tvot avv^tfrtlTa wirpi toO Kotvffi 
a-vfi^sfiOVTOi (see my note on Didache XVI. 2, and cf. for the expression the 
interesting State Inscription which was found at Magnesia on the Meander. Bull, 
Corresp. Hell6n. 1883. p. 506: Snrecyoptvu fifirs avvipx^ff^ett roij^ iproKdxovQ xar 
irMpictv fnfre ^apso'TtixSTac dpaff-6v89^iai, ^eiBacpxstv il wAvru^ to7q v^rip roV Koivf 
avfjupipovTOi ifrtretrroiiivoii xtA.). or the exhortation: JwAA5tf-d« to7c ^y/»'C, ^ri oi 
KOAA^fABvoi ahroii dytaa-Qiia'ovTat (i. Clem. 46. 2, introduced as ypdc^^) runs through 
most of the writings of the post- Apostolic and pre-catholic period. New doctrines 
were imported by wandering Christians who, in many cases, may not themselves 
have belonged to a community, and did not respect the arrangements of those 
they found in existence, but sought to form conventicles. If we remember how 
the Greeks and Romans were wont to get themselves initiated into a mystery cult, 
and took part for a long time in the religious exercises, and then, when they thought 
they had got the good of it, for the most part or wholly to give up attending, 
we shall not wonder that the demand to become a permanent member of a 
Christian community was opposed by many. The statements of Hermas are 
specially instructive here. 

2 " Corpus sumus," says TertuUian at a time when this description had already 
become an anachronism, "de conscientia religionis et disciplinse unitate et spei 
foedere." (Apol. 39: cf. Ep. Petri ad Jacob. I: tU Qe^Q, sTq vSimq, tiiet Iat/«). 
The description was applicable to the earlier period, when there was no such 
thing as a federation with political forms, but when the consciousness of belong- 
ing to a community and of forming a brotherhood (iJjA^^rjfc) was all the more 
deeply felt: See, above all, i. Clem, ad Corinth., the Didache (9-15), Aristides 
Apol. 15: " and when they have become Christians they call them (tie slaves) 
brethren without hesitation for they do not call them brethren ac- 
cording to the flesh, but according to the spirit and in God;" cf. also the 
statements on brotherhood in TertuUian and Minucius Felix (also Lucian). We 
have in i. Clem. i. 2, the delineation of a perfect Christian Church. The 
Epistles of Ignatius are specially instructive as to the independence of each in- 
dividual community; I Clem, and Didache, as to the obligation to assist stran- 
ger communities by counsel and action, and to support the travelling brethren. 
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that the Lord would speedily appear to gather into his King- 
dom the believers who were scattered abroad, punishing the 
evil and rewarding the good, guided these communities in 
faith and life. In the recently discovered "Teaching of the 
Apostles" we are confronted very distinctly with ideas and 
aspirations of communities that are noi influenced by Philosophy. 
The Church, that is the totality of all believers destined to 
be received into the kingdom of God (Didache, 9. 10), is the 
holy Church, (Hermas) because it is brought together and pre- 
served by the Holy Spirit. It is the one Church, not because 
it presents this unity outwardly, on earth the members of the 
Church are rather scattered abroad, but because it will be 
brought to unity in the kingdom of Christ, because it is ruled 
by the same spirit and inwardly united in a common relatioA 
to a common hope and ideal The Church, considered in its 
origin, is the number of those chosen by God, ^ the true Is- 
rael, * nay, still more, the final purpose of God, for the world 
was created for its sake. * There were in connection with 
these doctrines in the earliest period, various speculations about 
the Church: it is a heavenly JEon, is older than the world, 
was created by God at the beginning of things as a compan- 
ion of the heavenly Christ ; * its members form the new na- 

As every Christian is a fF&poixo^^ so every community is a Tretpotx^vx r^v fFdXtv, 
but it is under obligation to give an example to the world, and must watch 
that ^Hhe name be not blasphemed*'. The importance of the social element in 
the oldest Christian communities, has been very justly brought into prominence 
in the latest works on the subject (Renan, Heinrici, Hatch). The historian of 
dogma must also emphasise it, and put the fluid notions of the faith in con- 
trast with the definite consciousness of moral tasks. See I. Clem. 47-50; Polyc. 
£p. 3; Didache i ff.; Ignat. ad Eph. 14, on &y&inj as the main requirement. 
Love demands that everyone ''fifrfT rd xo/v«^ffAd$ tSSo-iv xcti fii^ rd ixuroC^^ (i. 
Clem. 48. 6, with parallels; Didache 16. 3; Bam. 4. 10; Ignatius). 

1 I.Clem. 59.2. in the Church prayer; Btuq rbv &pi6fibv rhv xaniptdfifitJtivov 
tQv IxAffxrfiy ahrofi Iv ^A^ r^ Kdo'fitp ^/a^f/Ai|)f ti^poeva-rov 6 iiffiiovpybQ rfiv d^^v^ 
ruv it^ TOfi iiyamtfiivov Vff/^d^ auToC 'Itftf-oC Xpivrob. 

2 See I. Clem., 2. Clem., Ignatius (on the basis of the Pauline view; but see also 
Rev. II. 9.) 

3 See Hermas (the passage is given above, p. 103, note.) 

4 See Hermas. Vis. I-III. Papias. Fragm. VI and VII of my edition. 2. Clem. 14 : 
votoVvTgQ rd &Sxill*Ci ToO TCcrphQ ^(i&v iaifit^a sk rffc sxxAif9'/a( r^C spuria ri|c ^rvtV' 
fJUtTinSiQt T^Q 9rf d mA/ov xeei vtA,ilivifQ iKTivfiivtiQ .... ixxXifO'/ct ^Sia-a v&fiA Ivri Xpiv- 
ToV' Ksyst yAp vi ypet^' ivotiiviv 6 dfd^ rdv Uv6pwF0v fipa-gv xai dijAv. rd Upvtv ia-rtv 
6 Xpt9'T6^, rd dif Av ^ iKKhni^^a, 
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tion which is really the oldest nation, 1 it is the Xahg rov 
iyetimfAivov i 0iXotifiivo^ xa) (ptXm aMv, * the people whom God 
has prepared " in the Beloved," * etc. The creation of God, 
the Church, as it is of an antemundane and heavenly nature, 
will also attain its true existence only in the JEon of the 
future, the JEon of the kingdom of Christ. The idea of a 
heavenly origin, and of a heavenly goal of the Church, was 
therefore an essential one, various and fluctuating as these 
speculations were. Accordingly, the exhortations, so far as 
they have in view the Church, are always dominated by the 
idea of the contrast of the kingdom of Christ with the king- 
dom of the world. On the other hand, he who communicated 
knowledge for the present time, prescribed rules of life, endeav- 
oured to remove conflicts, did not appeal to the peculiar 
character of the Church. The mere fact, however, that from 
nearly the beginning of Christendom, there were reflections 
and speculations not only about God and Christ, but also 
about the Church, teaches us how profoundly the Christian 
consciousness was impressed with being a new people, viz., 
the people of God. * These speculations of the earliest Gentile 
Christian time about Christ and the Church, as inseparable 
correlative ideas, are of the greatest importance, for they 
have absolutely nothing Hellenic in them, but rather have 
their origin in the Apostolic tradition. But for that very rea- 
son the combination very soon, comparatively speaking, be- 
came obsolete or lost its power to influence. Even the Apol- 
ogists made no use of it, though Clement of Alexandria and 
other Greeks held it fast, and the Gnostics by their ^Eon 
" Church " brought it into discredit. Augustine was the first to 
return to it. 

The importance attached to morality is shewn in Didache 

1 See Bam. 13 (2. Clem. 2). 

2 See Valentinus in Clem. Strom. VI. 6. 52. "Holy Church", perhaps also in 
Marcion, if his text (Zahn. Gesch. des N. Tlichen Kanons II. p. 502) in Gal. IV. 
21. read; ijfri$ tvrh /ttifnfp ^f«Av, ytwAtf-a c/c $y i7nryy9i^dfit$a iyicn inKk^vfcn. 

3 Bam. 3. 6. 

4 We are also reminded here of the "tertium genus." The nickname of the 
heathen corresponded to the self-consciousness of the Christians (see Aristides, 
Apol.). 
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cc. 1-6, with parallels. * But this section and the statements 
so closely related to it in the pseudo-phocylidean poem, which 
is probably of Christian origin, as well as in Sibyl II. V. 
56-148, which is likewise to be regarded as Christian, and 
in many other Gnomic paragraphs, shews at the same time, 
that in the memorable expression and summary statement of 
higher moral commandments, the Christian propaganda had 
been preceded by the Judaism of the Diaspora, and had en- 
tered into its labours. These statements are throughout de- 
pendent on the Old Testament wisdom, and have the closest 
relationship with the genuine Greek parts of the Alexandrian 
Canon, as well as with Philonic exhortations. Consequently, 
these moral rules, "the two ways", so aptly compiled and filled 
with such an elevated spirit, represent the ripest fruit of Jew- 
ish as well as of Greek development. The Christian spirit 
found here a disposition which it could recognise as its own. 
It was of the utmost importance, however, that this disposi- 
tion w£LS already expressed in fixed forms suitable for didactic pur- 
poses. The young Christianity therewith received a gift of 
first importance. It was spared a labour in a region, the 
moral, which experience shews, can only be performed in gen- 
erations, viz., the creation of simple fixed impressive rules, 
the labour of the Catechist. The sayings of the Sermon on 
the Mount were not of themselves sufficient here. Those who 
in the second century attempted to rest in these alone, and 
turned aside from the Judaeo-Greek inheritance, landed in 
Marcionite or Encratite doctrines. ^ We can see, especially 

1 See also the letter of Pliny, the paragraphs about Christian morality in the 
first third-part of Justin's apology, and especially the apology of Aristides, c. 
15. Aristides portrays Christianity by portraying Christian morality. "The 
Christians know and believe in God, the creator of heaven and of earth, the 
God by whom all things consist, i. ^., in him from whom they have received the 
commandments which they have written in their hearts, commandments which 
they observe in faith and in the expectation of the world to come. For this 
reason they do not commit adultery, nor practise unchastity, nor bear false witness, 
nor covet that with which they are entrusted, or what does not belong to them, 
etc." Compare, how in the Apocalypse of Peter definite penalties in hell are 
portrayed for the several forms of immorality. 

2 An investigation of the Grseco-Jewish, Christian literature of gnomes and 
moral rules, commencing with the Old Testament doctrine of wisdom on the 
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from the Apologies of Aristides (c. 15), Justin and Tatian (see 
also Lucian), that the earnest men of the Graeco-Roman world 
were won by the morality and active love of the Christians. 

§ 2. The Foundations of the Faith. 

The foundations of the faith — whose abridged form was, on 
the one hand, the confession of the one true God, fiivo^ iAjf- 
tivlq isig, ' and of Jesus, the Lord, the Son of God, the Saviour, * 
and also of the Holy Spirit; and on the other hand, the con- 
fident hope of Christ's kingdom and the resurrection — were laid on 
the Old Testament interpreted in a Christian sense together with 
the Apocalypses ^ and the progressively enriched traditions about 
Jesus Christ, (jj vapaio^ig — i TrapxioleU Kiyoq — i xccviiv tiJ^ 
i?iil6elag or tJji^ ^xpaiiaeug — ^ in^ug — i xaviv t?^ TrlvTiag — 
i iolsTacc Trhrig — to xiipvyf4,a — rx iiiayfAarx rov ;^p/c"T5t/ — »} 

one hand, and the Stoic collections on the other, then passing beyond the 
Alexandrian and Evangelic gnomes up to the Didache, the Pauline tables of 
domestic duties, the Sibylline sayings, Phocylides, the Neopythagorean rules, 
and to the gnomes of the enigmatic Sextus, is still an unfulfilled task. The 
moral rules of the Pharisaic Rabbis should also be included. 

1 Herm. Mand. I. has merely fixed the Monotheistic confession: vpSrov wiv- 
ruv TT^a-reva-ov, irt etQ ka-rh 6 ded$, 6 rit Tr^vree Kr/a-eeq ku) xarapr/a-ee^ xrA. See 
Praed. Petri in Clem. Strom. VI. 6. 48: VI. 5. 39: Aristides gives in c. 2. of 
his Apology the preaching of Jesus Christ : but where he wishes to give a short 
expression of Christianity he is' satisfied with saying that Christians are those 
who have found the one true God. See, e.g.^ c. 15 " Christians have ... found the 
truth . . . They know and believe in God, the creator of heaven and of earth, 
by whom all things consist, and from whom all things come, who has no other 
god beside him, and from whom they have received commandments which they 
have written on their hearts, commandments which they observe in faith and 
in expectation of the world to come." It is interesting to note how Origen, 
Comm. in Joh. XXXII. 9, has brought the Christological Confession into ap- 
proximate harmony with that of Hermas. First, Mand. I. is verbally repeated 
and then it is said: XP^ ^^ ^ ^ta-Tt^gtv, Hri x^ptoQ 'lijo-oV^ Xpia-rdQ tuei vda-\i r$ 
TTtpi otvroG KOtrii riiv dsdniTet k»i rifv ivdpuyr6TtiT» iAifUf^' isi ii xeti ttQ rd Hytov 
^rto'Te^etv TTvsVfMi, xai Urt »hrB%o6vtoi '6yTi^ K0?ict^6fJLe&a fih 1^* otq ifjutprdvofitv, 

2 Very instructive here is 2 Clem, ad Corinth. 20. 5: t^ f«^v^ 9t^ iopdrif, 
fFCtrp) rfii ikuMaQt r^ l^xipomtxavrt ^fjttv rdv rur^pct xoti ipxHy^^ f^i a^^ocpa-faQ, 
it oZ Koti l^vipuctv vtfiiy rifv i/^^Umv xai r^v evovp^vtov ^«tfv, avr^ if ^^|ff. On 
the Holy Spirit see previous note. 

3 They were quoted as fi ypee^^, ri ^t^xfa^ or with the formula h^i (x^ptoQ) 
Xiy€t^ ylypatrreti. Also "Law and Prophets," "Law Prophets and fsalms." See 
the original of the first six books of the Apostolic Constitutions. 
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ifi»xil — Ti fi»tiifi»T»j or tJ fiii}ifia). * The Old Testament 
revelations and oracles were regarded as pointing to Christ; 
the Old Testament itself, the words of God spoken by the 
Prophets, as the primitive Gospel of salvation, having in view 
the new people, which is, however, the oldest, and belonging 
to it alone. * The exposition of the Old Testament, which, as 
a rule, was of course read in the Alexandrian Canon of the 
Bible, turned it into a Christian book. A historical view of 
it, which no born Jew could in some measure fail to take, 
did not come into fashion, and the freedom that was used in 
interpreting the Old Testament, — so far as there was a me- 
, thod, it was the Alexandrian Jewish — went the length of even 
correcting the letter and enriching the contents. ' 

The traditions concerning Christ on which the communities 
were based, were of a twofold character. First, there were 
words of the Lord, mostly ethical, but also of eschatological 
content, which were regarded as rules, though their expression 
was uncertain, ever changing, and only gradually assuming a 
fixed form. The itii^fiaTct rov xpurrov are often just the moral 
commandments. * Second, the foundation of the faith, that is, 
the assurance of the blessing of salvation, was formed by a 
proclamation of the history of Jesus concisely expressed, and 



1 See the collection of passages in Patr. App. 0pp. edit. Gebhardt. I. 2 p. 
133, and the formula, Diogn. 11: iTO(r^A«v yhofiivoQ fdM^riiQ yfyofjutt hi^vxaXo^ 
Idvfiv, rk ^upaioHvrei i%(u^ VTniptr&v yivofi^voiQ itkii^sfacQ fACtdtirmQ, Besides the 
Old Testament and the traditions about Jesus (Gospels), the Apocalyptic writings 
of the Jews, which were regarded as writings of the Spirit, were also drawn 
upon. Moreover, Christian letters and manifestoes proceeding from Apostles, 
prophets, or teachers, were read. The Epistles of Paul were early collected and 
obtained wide circulation in the first half of the second century ; but they were 
not Holy Scripture in the specific sense, and therefore their authority was not 
unqualified. 

2 Bam. 5. 6, of Tpo^rmy &tI ro^ xvphv *ixovrtQ r^v X^P*^* <'C ctbr^v cTpo^if- 
Ttvcxv. Ignat. ad Magn. 8. 2. cf. also Clem. Paedag. I. 7. 59 : ^ y^p etbrb^ oZro^ 
vaticeyuy^Q r6rs fiiv "^o^ifdifo^ xvptov rdv 6t^v ^Afytv, fifuv ii "^yairfo'ttQ 
x^piov rdv dedv vov" Tap^vso'sv. 9t^ roOro Mtt lvrAAffrff< tf^Tv "fra^o'ao'h uvh rSv 
*ipyuv vfiiSv" r&v t«A«/^v dfAapriSiv, "fJtMgrg xffAdv to/c7v, 'iKKXtvov ivd xeutoC xa* 
wofiia'ov &ya$6v, iiy^Ttia'aQ hxcttoa-vvffv^ hfito'tia'aQ ivofifav" aVrti fiov ^ via ^ladifxif 
TtfAffi^ KsxfitpayiUvfi yp^fJtfJUtTt. 

3 See above § 5. p. Ii4f. 

4 See my edition of the Didache. Prolegg. p. 32ff;Rothe,^^Dedisciplinaarcani 
origine," 1841. 
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composed with reference to prophecy. ^ The confession of God 
the Father Almighty, of Christ as the Lord and Son of God, 
and of the Holy Spirit, * was at a very early period in the 
communities united with the short proclamation of the history 
of Jesus, and at the same time, in certain cases, referred ex- 
pressly to the revelation of God (the Spirit) through the proph- 
ets. « The confession thus conceived had not everywhere 
obtained a fixed definite expression in the first century (c. 
50-150). It would rather seem that, in most of the commu- 
nities, there was no exact formulation beyond a confession of 
Father, Son and Spirit, accompanied in a free way by the historical 
proclamation. * It is highly probable, however, that a short con- 
fession was strictly formulated in the Roman community be- 
fore the middle of the second century, ^ expressing belief in the 
Father, Son and Spirit, embracing also the most important facts in 
the history of Jesus, and mentioning the Holy Church, as well 
as the two great blessings of Christianity, the forgiveness of 
sin, and the resurrection of the dead {i06vig ifAxprtuv, ^apxig 
duiarctffig. «) But, however the proclamation might be handed 

1 The earliest example is i. Cor. XI. i f. It is different in i Tim. III. 16. 
where already the question is about rd r9( tva-t^g/aQ nvvi^ptov i See Patr. App. 
Opp. I. 2. p. 134. 

2 Father, son, and spirit: Paul; Matt. XXVIII. 19; i. Clem, ad Cor. 58. 2 
(see 2. I f.: 42. 3: 46. 6); Didache 7; Ignat. Eph. 9. i; Magn. 13. 1.2.; 
Philad. inscr.; Mart. Polyc. 14. i. 2; Ascens. Isai. 8. 18:9. 27: 10. 4: 11. 32 IT; 
Justin passim \ Montan. ap. Didym. de trinit. 411; Excerpta ex Theodot. 80; 
Pseudo Clem, de virg. i. 13. Yet the omission of the Holy Spirit is frequent, as 
in Paul, or the Holy Spirit is identified with the Spirit of Christ. The latter 
takes place even with such writers as are familiar with the baptismal formula. 
Ignat. ad Magn*. 15; MKr^iivoi iiiAxptroy TrvtVfjtee, Hq ivrty ^Itfo-oVq Xptvrh^. 

3 The formulae run: "God who has spoken through the Prophets," or the 
"Prophetic Spirit," etc. 

4 That should be assumed as certain in the case of the Egyptian Church, 
yet Caspari thinks he can shew that already Clement of Alexandria presupposes 
a symbol. 

5 Also in the communities of Asia Minor (Smyrna); for a combination of 
Polyc. £p. c. 2 with c. 7, proves that in Smyrna the ^etpaioht^ x6yo^ must have 
been something like the Roman Symbol, see Lightfoot on the passage; it can- 
not be proved that it was identical with it. See, further, how in the case of 
Polycarp the moral element is joined on to the dogmatic. This reminds us of 
the Didache and has its parallel even in the first homily of Aphraates. 

6 See Caspari, Quellen z. Gesch. des Taufsymbols, III. p. 3 ff. and Patr. 
App. Opp. I. 2. p. 1 15-142. The old Roman Symbol reads: Tlirrt^u tU ^^dv 
warifa TctvroKfiAropa, Koi bIq Xptarbv ^Ifia-oHv (rdv) ^/dv altroO rdy frcovoysvff, (on 
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down, in a form somehow fixed, or in a free form, the disciples 
of Jesus, the (twelve) Apostles, were regarded as the authori- 

this word see Westcott^s Excursus in his commentary on 1st. John) rdy K^fitov 
mt&v rdv ytwfuHyra ix ^rvtCfjutroQ dyhv xa} MaffecQ r^q Tratf^ivov, rdv i^t Hovrlou 
HixAtov vravpuHvTX xeii rec^ivrui rf rphp fifiip^ ivaa-rdvTot ix vsxp&v, ivet^Avru 
ff/c ToiiQ ovpetvo^Q, xct^iifitvov fv ^8^tf roC TFurpdQ, HUv %pxtTM xpiveu X&vtol^ xm 
vixpo^i' xou tlQ xviVfJta UytoVt uy(av ixxXviv(etv, fi^so'iv dfJUtpTt&v, o-apxbQ iv^o'Tao'tv, 
iftifv. To estimate this very important article aright we must note the fol- 
lowing: (i) It is not a formula of doctrine, but of confession. (2) It has a 
liturgical form which is shewn in the rhythm and in the disconnected succession 
of its several members, and is free from everything of the nature of polemic. 
(3) It tapers off into the three blessings, Holy Church, forgiveness of sin, 
resurrection of the body, and in this as well as in the fact that there is 
no mention of yvSiviq {iK^Um) xxi ^mi almo^^ is revealed an early Christian 
untheological attitude. (4) It is worthy of note, on the other hand, that the 
birth from the Virgin occupies the first place, and all reference to the baptism 
of Jesus, also to the Davidic Sonship, is wanting. (5) It is further worthy of 
note, that there is no express mention of the death of Jesus, and that the 
Ascension already forms a special member (that is also found elsewhere, Ascens. 
Isaiah, c. 3. 13. ed. Dillmann. p. 13. Murator. Fragment, etc.). Finally, we 
should consider the want of the earthly Kingdom of Christ and the mission of the 
twelve Apostles, as well as, on the other hand, the purely religious attitude, no 
notice being taken of the new law. Zahn (Das Apostol. Symbolum, 1893) assumes, 
^^ That in all essential respects . the identical baptismal confession which Justin 
learned in Ephesus about 130, and Marcion confessed in Rome ab6ut 145, 
originated at latest somewhere about 120". In some "unpretending notes" (p. 
37 ff.) he traces this confession back to a baptismal confession of the Pauline 
period ("it had already assumed a more or less stereotyped form in the earlier 
Apostolic period"), which, however, was somewhat revised, so far as it con- 
tained, for example, "of the house of David", with reference to Christ. "The 
original formula, reminding us of the Jewish soil of Christianity, was thus remod- 
elled, perhaps about 70-120, with retention of the fundamentsd features, so that 
it might appear to answer better to the need of candidates for baptism, proceed- 
ing more and more from the Gentiles .... This changed formula soon spread 
on all sides. It lies at the basis of all the later baptismal confessions of the 
Churqh, even of the East. The first article was slightly changed in Rome about 
• 200-220 ". While up till then, in Rome as everywhere else, it had read frtTriCu 
ti(i %yet dfov Trayroxpiropa^ it was now changed into fria-n^u etQ dtdv vctrSpa xavro- 
xpAropet, This hypothesis, with regard to the early history of the Roman Symbol, 
presupposes that the history of the formation of the baptismal confession in 
the Church, in east and west, was originally a uniform one. This cannot 
be proved, besides, it is refuted by the facts of the following period. It presup- 
poses secondly, that there was a strictly formulated baptismal confession outside 
Rome before the middle of the second century, which likewise cannot be proved ; 
(the converse rather is probable, that the fixed formulation proceeded from Rome). 
Moreover, Zahn himself retracts everything again by the expression "more or 
less stereotyped form;" for what is of decisive interest here is the question, 
when and where the fixed sacred form was produced. Zahn here has set up 
the radical thesis that it can only have taken place in Rome between 200 
and 220. But neither his negative nor his positive proof for a change of the 
Symbol in Rome at so late a period is sulBSicient. No sure conclusion as to 
the Symbol can be drawn from the wavering regula fidei of Irenseus and Ter- 
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ties who mediated and guaranteed it. To them was traced 
back in the same way everything that was narrated of the 
history of Jesus, and everything that was inculcated from his 
sayings. ^ Consequently, it may be said, that beside the Old 
Testament, the chief court of appeal in the communities was 
formed by an aggregate of words and deeds of the Lord ; — 
for the history and the suffering of Jesus are his deed : i 'Itf^oug 



tullian which contain the "unum"; further, the "unum" is not found in the 
western provincial Symbols, which, however, are in part earlier than the year 
200. The Romish correction must therefore have been subsequently taken over 
in the provinces (Africa?). Finally, the formula fifdv fr^rspa vavroKpdTopec be- 
side the more frequent ^t^v Teevroxp^ropay is attested by Irenseus I. 10. i, a 
decisive passage. With our present means we cannot attain to any direct know- 
ledge of Symbol formation before the Romish Symbol. But the following hypoth- 
eses, which I am not able to establish here, appear to me to correspond to 
the facts of the case and to be fruitful, (i) There were, even in the earliest 
period, separate Kerygmata about God and Christ: see the Apostolic writings, 
Hermas, Ignatius, etc. (2) The Kerygma about God was the confession of the 
one God of creation, the almighty God. (3) The Kerygma about Christ had 
essentially the same historical contents everywhere, but was expressed in di- 
verse forms: (a) in the form of the fulfilment of prophecy, (b) in the form 
xffr^ v&pKOL'iMT^t TvsCfMt, (c) in the form of the first and second advent, (d) in 
the form, KCtrot^AQ-iva^^Q-y these forms were also partly combined. (4) The 
designations "Christ", "Son of God" and "Lord", further, the birth from the 
Holy Spirit, or nxrit TrveVfia^ the sufferings (the practice of exorcism contri- 
buted also to the fixing and naturalising of the formula "crucified under Pon- 
tius Pilate"), the death, the resurrection, the coming again to judgment, formed 
the stereotyped content of the Kerygma about Jesus. The mention of the Davidic 
Sonship, of the Virgin Mary, of the baptism by John, of the third day, of the 
descent into Hades, of the demonstratio verce carnis post resurrectionem^ of the 
ascension into heaven and the sending out of the disciples, were additional articles 
which appeared here and there. The (r&piMt Xafiuv^ and the like, were very early de- 
veloped out of the forms (b) and (d). All this was already in existence at the tran- 
sition of the first century to the second. (5) The proper contribution of the Roman 
community consisted in this, that it inserted the Kerygma about God and that 
about Jesus into the baptismal formula, widened the clause referring to the Holy 
Spirit, into one embracing Holy Church, forgiveness of sin, resurrection of the 
body, excluded theological theories in other respects, undertook a reduction all 
round, and accurately defined everything up to the last word. (6) The western 
regula fidei do not fall back exclusively on the old Roman Symbol, but also on 
the earlier freer Kerygmata about God and about Jesus which were common to 
the east and west \ not otherwise can the regulce fidei of Irenseus and TertuUian, 
for example, be explained. But the symbol became more and more the support 
of the regula. (7) The eastern confessions (baptismal symbols) do not fall back 
directly on the Roman Symbol, but were probably on the model of this symbol, made 
up from the provincial Kerygmata^ rich in contents and growing ever richer, hardly, 
however, before the third century. (8) It cannot be proved, and it is not prob- 
able, that the Roman Symbol was in existence before Hermas, that is, about 135. 
I See the fragment in Euseb. H. £. IH. 39, from the work of Papias. 
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uTrifieiViy vxteTv xtA, — fixed in certain fundamental features, 
though constantly enriched, and traced back to apostolic 
testimony. * 

The authority which the Apostles in this way enjoyed, did 
not, in any great measure, rest on the remembrance of direct 
services which the twelve had rendered to the Gentile Churches : 
for as the want of reliable concrete traditions proves, no 
such services had been rendered, at least not by the twelve. 
On the contrary, there was a theory operative here regarding 
the special authority which the twelve enjoyed in the Church 
at Jerusalem, a theory which was spread by the early mis- 
sionaries, including Paul, and sprang from the a priori consi- 

I Liletxn xdptov hk Tfiv ifi* afroa-T6?Mv (A/J. inscr.) is the most accurate ex- 
pression (similarly 2. Pet. III. 2). Instead of this might be said simply 6 nCpio^ 
(Hegesipp.). Hegesippus (Euseb. H. E., IV. 22. 3: See also Steph. Gob.) com- 
prehends the ultimate authorities under the formula: &q 6 v6(ao^ Kiipvra'gi xeti 0/ 
^po^reu Kcti 6 KvpioQi just as even Pseudo Clem, de Virg. i. 2: "Sicut ex lege 
ac prophetis et a domino nostro Jesu Christo didicimus." Polycarp (6. 3) says: 
xet^iiiQ aitrbQ ivtrsf^ro tcui 0/ tifcefyye^to'A/Jttvot ^fA&Q &'JF69'ToXot KCti ol frpo^rui ol 
yrpoKfip^^eevriQ rvv 'iMvo'tv roC Kvphv ^fiSiv. In the second Epistle of Clement (14. 2) 
we read : rk ^t^Afa (O. T.) xet) oi i^^a-roAot ; rd shetyyiKiov may also stand for 
6 K^ptoQ (Ignat., Didache, 2 Clem. etc.). The Gospel, so far as it is described, is 
quoted as rh iTo/JLviJiiovB^fAara r. ^voo't^Amv Qustin, Tatian), or on the other 
hand, as af Kvpieutai ypct^f, (Dionys. Cor. in Euseb. H. E. IV. 23. 12: at a 
later period in TertuU. and Clem. Alex.). The words of the Lord, in the same 
way as the words of God, are called simply rii ?i6yict {xvptcut£). The declaration 
of Serapion at the beginning of the third century (Euseb., H. E. VI. 12. 3): 
Mfef7( Koi Jlirpov km toOq ^AAot/c «TO0'rtfAot/c &7ro^8X^f*f^^ ^^ Xp/0'r^v, is an inno- 
vation in so far as it puts the words of the Apostles fixed in writing and as 
distinct from the words of the Lord, on a level with the latter. That is, while 
differentiating the one from the other, Serapion ascribes to the words of the 
apostles and those of the Lord equal authority. But the development which led to 
this position, had already begun in the first century. At a very early period 
there were read in the communities, beside the Old Testament, Gospels, that is 
collections of words of the Lord, which at the same time contained the main 
facts of the history of Jesus. Such notes were a necessity (Luke i. 4: Vv» 
k^iyv^Q TTtpt Sv xetnix^^^^ ^6yuv rifv ia-^^stm), and though still indefinite and in 
many ways unlike, they formed the germ for the genesis of the New Testament. 
(See. Weiss, Lehrb. d. Einleit. in d. N. T. p. 21 ff.). Further, there were read 
Epistles and Manifestoes by apostles, prophets and teachers, but, above all, 
Epistles of Paul. The Gospels at fiirst stood in no connection with these 
Epistles, however high they might be prized. But there did exist a connection 
between the Gospels and the iw' ipx^i auTdTrratQ xeti UTntpiratQ roV K6yov, so 
far as these mediated the tradition of the Evangelic material, and on their 
testimony rests the Kerygma of the Church about the Lord as the Teacher, the 
crucified and risen One. Here lies the germ for the genesis of a^canon which 
will comprehend the Lord and the Apostles, and will also draw in the Pauline 
Epistles. Finally, Apocalypses were read as Holy Scriptures. 
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deration that the tradition about Christ, just because it grew 
up so quickly, * must have been entrusted to eye-witnesses who 
were commissioned to proclaim the Gospel to the whole world, 
and who fulfilled that commission. The a priori character of 
this assumption is shewn by the fact, that — with the excep- 
tion of reminiscences of an activity of Peter and John among 
the Kyjf , not sufficiently clear to us * — the twelve, as a rule, 
are regarded as a college^ to which the mission and the tradi- 
tion are traced back. * That such a theory, based on a dog- 
matic construction of history, could have at all arisen, proves 
that either the Gentile Churches never had a living relation 
to the twelve, or that they had very soon lost it in the rapid 
disappearance of Jewish Christianity, while they had been referred 
to the twelve from the beginning. But even in the commu- 
nities which Paul had founded and for a long time guided, 
the remembrance of the controversies of the Apostolic age 
must have been very soon effaced, and the vacuum thus pro- 
duced filled by a theory which directly traced back the status 
quo of the Gentile Christian communities to a tradition of the 
twelve as its foundation. This fact is extremely paradoxical, 
and is not altogether explained by the assumptions, that the 
Pauline-Judaistic controversy had not made a great impres- 
sion on the Gentile Christians, that the way in which Paul, 
while fully recognising the twelve, had insisted on his own 
independent importance, had long ceased to be really under- 
stood*, and that Peter and John had also really been missionaries 
to the Gentiles. The guarantee that was needed for the 
"teaching of the Lord" must, finally, be given not by Paul, 



1 Read, apart from all others, the canonical Gospels, the remains of the so- 
called Apocryphal Gospels, and perhaps the Shepherd of Hermas: see also the 
statements of Papias. 

2 That Peter was in Antioch follows from Gal. II ; that he laboured in Corinth, 
perhaps before the composition of the first epistle to the Corinthians, is not so 
improbable as is usually maintained (i Cor.; Dionys. of Corinth); that he was 
at Rome even is very credible. The sojourn of John in Asia Minor cannot, I 
think, be contested. 

3 See how in the three early '^ writings of Peter " (Gospel, Apocalypse, A^ry^Wfl) 
the twelve are embraced in a perfect unity. Peter is the head and spokesman 
for them all. 
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but only by chosen eye-witnesses. The less that was known 
about them, the easier it was to claim them. The conviction 
as to the unanimity of the twelve, and as to their activity in 
founding the Gentile Churches, appeared in these Churches as 
early as the urgent need of protection against the serious conse- 
quences of unfettered religious enthusiasm and unrestrained 
religious fancy. This urgency cannot be dated too far back. 
In correspondence therewith, the principle of tradition in the 
Church (Christ, the twelve Apostles) in the case 6f those who 
were intent on the unity and completeness of Christendom, is 
also very old. But one passed logically from the Apostles to 
the disciples of the Apostles, "the Elders," without at first 
claiming for them any other significance than that of reliable 
hearers (Apostoli et discentes ipsorum). In coming down to 
them, one here and there betook oneself again to real histori- 
cal ground, disciples of Paul, of Peter, of John. * Yet even 
here legends with a tendency speedily got mixed with facts, 
and because, in consequence of this theory of tradition, the 
Apostle Paul must needs fall into the background, his disciples 
also were more or less forgotten. The attempt which we have 
in the Pastoral Epistles remained without effect, as regards 
those to whom these epistles were addressed. Timothy and 
Titus obtained no authority outside these epistles. But so far 
as the epistles of Paul were collected, diffused, and read, there 
was created a complex of writings which at first stood beside 
the " Teaching of the Lord by the twelve Apostles ", without 
being connected with it, and only obtained such connection 
by the creation of the New Testament, that is, by the interpola- 
tion of the Acts of the Apostles, between Gospels and Epistles. * 

§ 3. The Main Articles of Christianity and the Conceptions 

of Salvation. Eschatology. 

I. The main articles of Christianity were (i) belief in God the 
itaTriryig, and in the Son in virtue of proofs from prophecy, and the 

1 See Papias and the Reliq. Presbyter, ap. Iren., coUecta in Patr. 0pp. I. 2. 
p. 105: see also Zahn, Forschungen. III., p. 156 f. 

2 The Gentile-Christian conception of the significance of the twelve — a fact 
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teaching of the Lord as attested by the Apostles ; (2) discipline 
according to the standard of the words of the Lord; (3) baptism; 

to be specially noted — was all but unanimous (see above Chap. II): the only 
one who broke through it was Marcion. The writers of Asia Minor, Rome and 
Egypt coincide in this point. Beside the Acts of the Apostles, which is specially 
instructive, see i. Clem. 42; Bam. 5. 9, 8. 3; Didache inscr.; Hermas, Vis. 
III. 5, 11; Sim. IX. 15, 16, 17, 25; Petrusev-Petrusapok. Prged. Petri, ap. Clem. 
Strom. VI. 6. 48 ; Ignat. ad Trail. 3 ; ad Rom. 4 ; ad Philad. 5 ; Papias ; Polyc. : 
Aristides ; Justin passim ; inferences from the great work of Irenseus, the works, 
of TertuU. and Clem. Alex; the Valentinians. The inference that follows from 
the eschatological hope, that the Gospel has already been preached to the world, 
and the growing need of having a tradition mediated by eye-witnesses co-operated 
here, and out of the twelve who were in great part obscure, but who had once 
been authoritative in Jerusalem and Palestine, and highly esteemed in the Christian 
Diaspora from the beginning, though unknown, created a court of appeal, which 
presented itself as not only taking a second rank after the Lord himself, but 
as the medium through which alone the words of the Lord became the posses- 
sion of Christendom, as he neither preached to the nations nor left writings. The 
importance of the twelve in the main body of the Church may at any rate be 
measured by the facts, that the personal activity of Jesus was confined to Palestine, 
that he left behind him neither a confession nor a doctrine, and that in this 
respect the tradition tolerated no more corrections. Attempts which were made 
in this direction, the fiction of a semi-Gentile origin of Christ, the denial of 
the Davidic Sonship, the invention of a correspondence between Jesus and Abgarus, 
meetings of Jesus with Greeks, and much else, belong only in part to the earliest 
period, and remained as really inoperative as they were uncertain (according to 
Clem. Alex. Jesus himself is the Apostle to the Jews 5 the twelve are the Apostles 
to the Gentiles in Euseb. H. E. VI. 14). The notion about the twelve Apostles 
evangelising the world in accordance with the commission of Jesus, is consequently to 
be considered as the means by which the Gentile Christians got rid of the inconvenient 
fact of the merely local activity of Jesus (compare how Justin expresses himself 
about the Apostles: their going out into all the world is to him one of the 
main articles predicted in the Old Testament, Apol. i. 39; compare also the 
Apology of Aristides c. 2, and the passage of similar tenor in the Ascension 
of Isaiah where the "adventus XII discipulorum" is regarded as one of the fundamen- 
tal facts of salvation, c. 3. 13, ed. Dillmann p. 13, and a passage such as Iren. 
fragm. XXIX in Humk II, p. 494, where the parable about the grain of mus- 
tard seed is applj^HB the K6yo% ivovpdvtoc» and the twelve Apostles; the 
Apostles are the fllKhes t^^* Sv xhA^uv a-Ke^rao'^ivTSQ ot x^¥t$q ^q '6pvtet i^Td 
naXtkv owiX$6vrx [Jtsrixa^ov T^Q f| abr&v frpoipxoiuv^i hiuiffiov xcti l^ovpaviou 
rpo^Q. Hippol., de Antichr. 61. Orig. c. Cels. III. 28). This means, as it was 
empty of contents, was very soon to prove the most convenient instrument for 
establishing ever new historical connections, and legitimising the status quo in 
the communities. Finally, the whole catholic idea of tradition was rooted in 
that statement which was already, at the close of the first century, formulated 
by Clement of Rome (c. 42): 0/ i'^S^roXot ^fi7v thti'yytxfa'diia-ctv ird toO nvphv 
'ItlvoC Xpto'ToVy 'itfo-oVQ 6 ^p/fl-rdc i^rd roO hoV i^87rSfi^6ii. 6 XP'^'^'^Q oZv &ye^ rod 
hoO, Kcti 0/ iTSo-ToXot ivd roG Xpta-roV* iyiyovro oZv iii^rgpa tlfT^KTUQ 8k dsAi^- 
fjutroQ hoO xrA. Here, as in all similar statements which elevate the Apostles 
into the history of revelation, the unanimity of all the Apostles is always 
presupposed, so that the statement of Clem. Alex. (Strom. VII, 17, 108: 
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(4) the common offering of prayer, culminating in the Lord's 
Supper and the holy meal; (5) the sure hope of the nearness 

see TertulL, de praescr. 32: "Apostoli non diversa inter se docuerunt," Iren. 
alii), contains no innovation, but gives expression to an old idea. That the 
twelve unitedly proclaimed one and the same message, that they proclaimed it 
to the world, that they were chosen to this vocation by Christ, that the 
communities possess the witness of the Apostles as their rule of conduct 
(Excerp. ex Theod. 25. Ha-^sp vtt^ t&v (^ai^/aiv 4 yivtvt^ hotxtlrett, oVtuq t/9rd r&v 
ct^oa-rd^uv ^ ^etyivvtia'ti), are authoritative theses which can be traced back 
as far as we have any remains of Gentile-Christian literature. It was thereby 
presupposed that the unanimous kerygma of the twelve Apostles which the 
communities possess as holv^v rif^ ^apa^do'sui (i Clem. 7) was public and 
accessible to all. Yet the idea does not seem to have been everywhere 
kept at a distance, that besides the kerygma a still deeper knowledge was trans- 
mitted by the Apostles, or by certain Apostles, to particular Christians who 
were specially gifted. Of course we have no direct evidence of this; but the 
connection in which certain Gnostic unions stood at the beginning with the 
communities developing themselves to Catholicism, and inferences from utterances 
of later writers (Clem. Alex., TertulL), make it probable that this conception 
was present in the communities here and there even in the age of the so-called 
Apostolic Fathers. It may be definitely said that the peculiar idea of tradition 
(tf«^5 — Xpto-rdQ — of iuiixa i^do'TO^ot — SKK^tfa'/ott) in the Gentile Churches is very 
old, but that it was still limited in its significance at the beginning, and was 
threatened (i) by a wider conception of the idea "Apostle" (besides, the fact is 
important, that Asia Minor and Rome were the very places where a stricter 
idea of " Apostle " made its appearance : See my Edition of the Didache p. 1 1 7) ; (2) 
by free prophets and teachers moved by the Spirit, who introduced new con- 
ceptions and rules, and whose word was regarded as the word of God (3); by 
the assumption, not always definitely rejected, that besides the public tradition 
of the kerygma there was a secret tradition. That Paul, as a rule, was not in- 
cluded in this high estimate of the Apostles is shewn by this fact, among others, 
that the earlier Apocryphal Acts of the Apostles are much less occupied with 
his person than with the rest of the Apostles. The features of the old legends 
which make the Apostles in their deeds, their fate, nay, even in appearance as 
far as possible equal to the person of Jesus himself, deserve special consideration, 
(see, for example, the descent of the Apostles into hell in Herm. Sim. IX. 16); 
for it is just here that the fact above established, that the activity of the 
Apostles was to make up for the want of the activity of Jesus himself among the nations 
stands clearly out. (see Acta Johannis ed. Zahn, p. 246: 6 SK^s^^fievoQ ^fJtSQ sIq iTorro/iiiv 
hQvlfiv, 6 BK'TrifA^fecQ ^f^Q eh 'rifv otKOVfisvfiv hd^^ 6 3s/^ct^ ixvrov Btac r&v uxotto^&v, also 
the remarkable declaration of Origen about the Chronicle of Phlegon [Hadrian], that 
what holds good of Christ, is in that Chronicle transferred to Peter; finally we 
may recall to mind the visions in which an Apostle suddenly appears as Christ). 
Between the judgment of value: ^fietQ rovq i7ro^6XovQ &7roiBx^f^s6» ^q Xpio-rdv, 
and those creations of fancy in which the Apostles appear as gods and demi- 
gods, there is certainly a great interval; but it can be proved that there are 
stages lying between these extreme points. It is therefore permissible to call to 
mind here the oldest Apocryphal Acts of the Apostles, although they may have 
originated almost completely in Gnostic circles (see also the Pistis Sophia which 
brings a metaphysical theory to the establishment of the authority of the Apos- 
tles, p. II. 14, see Texte u. Unters. VII. 2. p. 61. ff.). Gnosticism here, as fre- 
quently elsewhere, is related to common Christianity, as excess progressing to 
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of Christ's glorious kingdom. In these appears the unity of 
Christendom, that is, of the Church which possesses the Holy 
Spirit. ^ On the basis of this unity Christian knowledge was 
free and manifold. It was distinguished as vo^la^ triviviq^ 
iTTiVTiifi^f ymviq (r£y iiKaiufiiTuv), from the ^iyoi Ssoii T^q Trhrsa^j 
the xAJfo-/^ Tfji ivxyyiXiA^f and the IvroXcCi r?^ iii»x^9 (Barn. 
16. 9, similarly Hermas). Perception and knowledge of Divine 
things was a Charism possessed only by individuals, but like 
all Charisms it was to be used for the good of the whole. 
In so far as every actual perception was a perception pro- 
duced by the Spirit, it was regarded as important and indubi- 
table truth, even though some Christians were unable to under- 
stand it. While attention was given to the firm inculcation 

the invention of a myth with a tendency, to a historical theorem determined 
by the effort to maintain one's own position (cf. the article from the kerygma 
of Peter in Clem. Strom. VI. 6. 48: *^%t\9%AfAijv vfi&Q iuiixct fAx^tir^Q xrA. the 
introduction to the basal writing of the first 6 books of the Apostolic Constitu- 
tions, and the introduction to the Egyptian ritual, xetr^ Kixtva-tv roG xuplov fifi&v 
xrA.). Besides, it must be admitted that the origin of the idea of tradition and 
its connection with the twelve, is obscure : what is historically reliable here has 
still to be investigated; even the work of Seufert (Der Urspr. u. d. Bedeutung 
des Apostolats in der christl. Kirche der ersten zwei Jahrhunderte, 1887) has 
not cleared up the dark points. We will, perhaps, get more light by following 
the important hint given by Weizsacker (Apost. Age. p. 13 ff.)» that Peter was 
the first witness of the resurrection and was called such in the kerygma of the 
communities (see i. Cor. XV. 5: Luke XXIV. 34). The twelve Apostles are 
also further called oi xtpi rdv Uirphv (Mrc. fin. in L. Ign. ad Smym. 3 ; cf. 
Luke VIII. 45; Acts II. 14; Gal. I. i8f.; i. Cor. XV. 5), and it is a correct histor- v 
ical reminiscence when Chrysostom says (Hom. in Joh. 88), Tiirpoq 'ixKpiroQ 
^y T&v iTTocrrSXMv xai a-rdfiet rSiv fia$iiT&v xee) Kopv^ii roO x^pov. Now, as Peter was 
really in personal relation with important Gentile-Christian communities, that 
which held good of him, the recognized head and spokesman of the twelve, was 
perhaps transferred to these. One has finally to remember, that besides the appeal 
to the twelve there was in the Gentile Churches an appeal to Peter and Paul 
(but not for the evangelic kerygma)^ which has a certain historical justification ; 
cf. Gal. II. 8; i. Cor. I. 12 f. IX. 5; i. Clem. 5; Ign. ad Rom. 4, and the nu- 
merous later passages. Paul in claiming equality with Peter, though Peter was 
the head and mouth of the twelve and had himself been active in mission work, 
has perhaps contributed most towards spreading the authority of the twelve. 
It is notable how rarely we find any special appeal to John in the tradition 
of the main body of the Church. For the middle of the 2nd century, the 
authority of the twelve Apostles may be expressed in the following statements: 
(i) They were missionaries for the world; (2) They ruled the Church and 
established Church Offices; (3) They guaranteed the true doctrine, (a) by the 
tradition going back to them, (b) by writings ; (4) They are the ideals of Christian 
life ; (5) They are also directly mediators of salvation — though this point is uncertain. 
I See Aiietxii, c. i-io, with parallel passages. 
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and observance of the moral precepts of Christ, as well as to 
the awakening of sure faith in Christ, and while all waverings 
and differences were excluded in respect of these, there was 
absolutely no current doctrine of faith in the communities, in 
the sense of a completed theory, and the theological specula- 
tions of even closely related Christian writers of this epoch, 
exhibit the greatest differences. * The productions of fancy, 
the terrible or consoling pictures of the future pass for sacred 
knowledge, just as much as intelligent and sober reflections, 
and edifying interpretation of Old Testament sayings. Even 
that which was afterwards separated as Dogmatic and Ethics 
was then in no way distinguished. * The communities gave 
expression in the cultus, chiefly in the hymns and prayers, 
to what they possessed in their God and their Christ; here 
sacred formulae were fashioned and delivered to the members. ' 
The problem of surrendering the world in the hope of a life 
beyond, was regarded as the practical side of the faith, and 
the unity in temper and disposition resting on faith in the 
saving revelation of God in Christ, permitted the highest degree 
of freedom in knowledge, the results of which were absolutely 
without control as soon as the preacher or the writer was 
recognised as a true teacher, that is, inspired by the Spirit 
of God. * There was also in wide circles a conviction that 



1 Cf., for example, the first epistle of Clement to the Corinthians with the 
Shepherd of Hermas. Both documents originated in Rome. 

2 Compare how dogmatic and ethical elements are inseparably united in the 
Shepherd, in first and second Clement, as well as in Polycarp and Justin. 

3 Note the hymnal parts of the Revelation of John, the great prayer with 
which the first epistle of Clement closes, the "carmen dicere Christo quasi deo," 
reported by Pliny, the eucharist prayer in the A/Ja%^, the hymn i. Tim. III. i6: 
the fragments from the prayers which Justin quotes, and compare with these the 
declaration of the anonymous writer in Euseb. H. E. V. 28. 5, that the belief of 
the earliest Christians in the Deity of Christ might be proved from the old 
Christian hymns and odes. In the epistles of Ignatius the theology frequently 
consists of an aimless stringing together of articles manifestly originating in hymns 
and the cultus. 

4 The prophet and teacher express what the Spirit of God suggests to 
them. Their word is therefore God's word, and their writings, in so far as they 
apply to the whole of Christendom, are inspired, holy writings. Further, not 
only does Acts XV, 22 f. exhibit the formula; 'iio^sv r^ TvsvfJieeTt t^ dyft^ neit 
vifuv (see similar passages in the Acts), but the Roman writings also appeal to 
the Holy Spirit (i. Clem. 63. 2): likewise Barnabas, Ignatius, etc. Even in the 



Chap, hi.] COMMON FAITH AND BEGINNINGS OF KNOWLEDGE 1 67 

the Christian faith, after the night of error, included the full 
knowledge of everything worth knowing, that precisely in its 
most important articles it is accessible to men of every degree 
of culture, and that in it, in the now attained truth, is con- 
tained one of the most essential blessings of Christianity. When 
it is said in the Epistle of Barnabas (II. 2. 3); t?^ Trlffreag 
^fiiu ih)v fioijdo) ^i(3og kcc) ufrofiovri, ra il (rvfAfA»xovvTct vkmv 
fAXxpoivfitx Kot) iyKpaTeix' rovrav fASvivTcov tx Trpig Ktiptov iyyZ^^ 
(rvviu0pxlvoyTxi xvTot^ ao^la^ vvvevtq^ im^riifitif yvuvi^^ knowledge 
appears in this classic formula to be an essential element in 
Christianity, conditioned by faith, and the practical virtues, 
and dependent on them. Faith takes the lead, knowledge 
follows it: but of course in concrete cases it could not always 
be decided what was >,Syo^ rij^ yrl<rTeag, which implicitly con- 
tained the highest knowledge, and what the special yvitng) 
for in the last resort the nature of the two was regarded as 
identical, both being represented as produced by the Spirit 
of God. 

2. The conceptions of Christian salvation, or of redemp- 
tion, were grouped around two ideas, which were themselves 
but loosely connected with each other, and of which the one 
influenced more the temper and the imagination, the other 
the intellectual faculty. On the one hand, salvation, in accord- 
ance with the earliest preaching, was regarded as the glorious 
kingdom which was soon to appear on earth with the visible return 
of Christ, which will bring the present course of the world 
to an end, and introduce for a definite series of centuries, 
before the final judgment, a new order of all things to the 
joy and blessedness of the saints. * In connection with this, 

controversy about the baptism of heretics a Bishop gave his vote with the formula : 
^^ secundum motum animi mei et spiritus sancti" (Cypr. 0pp. ed. Hartel, I. p. 457). 
I The so-called Chiliasm — the designation is unsuitable and misleading — is 
found wherever the Gospel is not yet Hellenised (see, for example, Bam. 4. 1 5 ; 
Hermas; 2. Clem.; Papias [Euseb. III. 39]; ^t^etx^* 10. 16; Apoc. Petri; Jus- 
tin, Disd. 32, 51, 80, 81, no, 113, 139; Cerinthus) and must be regarded as 
a main element of the Christian preaching (see my article ^^ Millenium" in the 
Encycl. Brit.). In it lay not the least of the power of Christianity in the first 
century, and the means whereby it entered the Jewish propaganda in the Em- 
pire and surpassed it. The hopes springing out of Judaism were at first but 
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the hope of the resurrection of the body occupied the fore- 
little modified, that is, only so far as the substitution of the Christian commu- 
nities for the nation of Israel made modification necessary. In all else, even 
the details of the Jewish hopes of the future were retained, and the extra-canon- 
ical Jewish Apocalypses (Esra, Enoch, Baruch, Moses, etc.) were diligently 
read alongside of Daniel. Their contents were in part joined on to sayings 
of Jesus, and they served as models for similar productions (here, therefore, an 
enduring connection with the Jewish religion is very plain). In the Christian 
hopes of the future, as in the Jewish eschatology, may be distinguished essen- 
tial and accidental, fixed and fluid elements. To the former belong (i) the 
notion of a final fearful conflict with the powers of the world which is just 
about to break out (rh rixttov a-x^viaXov ^yyttuv)^ (2) belief in the speedy re- 
turn of Christ, (3) the conviction that after conquering the secular power (this 
was variously conceived, as God's Ministers, as " that which restrains " — 2 Thess. 
II. 6, as a pure kingdom of Satan; see the various estimates in Justin, Melito, 
Irenseus and Hyppolytus), Christ will establish a glorious kingdom on the earth, 
and will raise the saints to share in that kingdom, and (4) that he will finally 
judge all men. To the fluid elements belong the notions of the Antichrist, or 
of the secular power culminating in the Antichrist, as well as notions about 
the place, the extent, and the duration of Christ's glorious kingdom. But it is 
worthy of special note, that Justin regarded the belief that Christ will set up 
his kingdom in Jerusalem, and that it will endure for 1000 years as a neces- 
sary element of orthodoxy, though he confesses he knew Christians who did not 
share this belief, while they did not, like the pseudo-Christians, reject also the 
resurrection of the body (the promise of Montanus that Christ's kingdom would 
be let down at Pepuza and Tymion is a thing by itself, and answers to the 
other promises and pretensions of Montanus). The resurrection of the body 
is expressed in the Roman Symbol, while, very notably, the hope of Christ's 
earthly kingdom is not there mentioned, (see above p. 157.) The great inheri- 
tance which the Gentile Christian communities received from Judaism, is the 
eschatological hopes, along with the Monotheism assured by revelation and belief 
in providence. The law as a national law was abolished. The Old Testament 
became a new book in the hands of the Gentile Christians. On the contrary, 
the eschatological hopes in all their details, and with all the deep shadows which 
they threw on the state and public life, were at first received, and maintained 
themselves in wide circles pretty much unchanged, and only succumbed in 
some of their details — just as in Judaism — to the changes which resulted from 
the constant change of the political situation. But these hopes were also destined 
in great measure to pass away after the settlement of Christianity on Graeco- 
Roman soil. We may set aside the fact that they did not occupy the foreground 
in Paul, for we do not know whether this was of importance for the period 
that followed. But that Christ would set up the kingdom in Jerusalem, and 
that it would be an earthly kingdom with sensuous enjoyments — these and other 
notions contend, on the one hand, with the vigorous antijudaism of the communities, 
and on the other, with the moralistic spiritualism, in the pure carrying out of 
which the Gentile Christians, in the East at least, increasingly recognised the 
essence of Christianity. Only the vigorous world-renouncing enthusiasm which 
did not permit the rise of moralistic spiritualism and mysticism, and the longing 
for a time of joy and dominion that was bom of it, protected for a long time 
a series of ideas which corresponded to the spiritual disposition of the great 
multitude of converts, only at times of special oppression. Moreover, the Christians, 
in opposition to Judaism, were, as a rule, instructed to obey magistrates whose 
establishment directly contradicted the judgment of the state contained in the 
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ground. 1 On the other hand, salvation appeared to be given 
in the truth, that is, in the complete and certain knowledge 
of God, as contrasted with the error of heathendom and the 
night of sin, and this truth included the certainty of the gift 



Apocalypses. In such a conflict, however, that judgment necessarily conquers 
at last, which makes as little change as possible in the existing forms of life. A 
history of the gpradual attenuation and subsidence of eschatological hopes in the 
II-IV centuries csm only by written in fragments. They have rarely — at best, by 
fits and starts — marked out the course. On the contrary, if I may say so, they 
only gave the smoke: for the course was pointed out by the abiding elements 
of the Gospel, trust in God and the Lord Christ, the resolution to a holy life, 
and a firm bond of brotherhood. The quiet, gradual change in which the 
eschatological hopes passed away, fell into the background, or lost important parts, 
was, on the other hand, a result of deep-reaching changes in the faith and life 
of Christendom. Chiliasm as a power was broken up by speculative mysticism, 
and on that account very much later in the West than in the East. But speculative 
mysticism has its centre in christology. In the earliest period, this, as a theory, 
belonged more to the defence of religion than to religion itself. Ignatius alone 
was able to reflect on that transference of power from Christ which Paul had 
experienced. The disguises in which the apocalyptic eschatological prophecies 
were set forth^ belonged in part to the form of this literature, (in so far as one 
could easily be . given the lie if he became too plain, or in so far as the prophet 
really saw the future only in large outline), partly it had to be chosen in order 
not to give political oflence. See Hippol., comm. in Daniel (Georgiades, p. 49, 
51: yof?y b^§/^figv rk xark natp^t ffvufiaivovra xui tliSret^ vtuxStv)-^ but, above all, 
Constantlne, orat. ad. s. coetum 19, on some verses of Virgil which are interpreted 
in a Christian sense, ^^but that none of the rulers in the capital might be able 
to accuse their author of violating the laws of the state with his poetry, or of 
destroying the traditional ideas of the procedure about the gods, he concealed 
the truth under a veil.^' That holds good also of the Apocalyptists and the 
poets of the Christian Sibylline sayings. 

I The hope of the resurrection of the body (i. Clem. 26. 3: iv«tf-Tif«*c Tifv 
r^fHm fiov Tdvinv. Herm. Sim. V. 7. 2: fixi^t futjiroTt ivafif M r^v Kap^(av vov 
r^y vApxa vw ra^miv ^aprnv atvcu. Bam. 5. 6f.: 21. i: 2 Clem. 9. i: xat fiil 
^iyiretf riQ Hfi&v Hrt aVni ^ v}tp% eh xphnreu ovh ivfa'Tarai. Polyc. Ep. 7. 2: 
Justin, Dial. 80 etc.,) finds its place originally in the hope of a share in the 
glorious kingdom of Christ. It therefore disappears or is modified wherever that 
hope itself falls into the background. But it finally asserted itself throughout 
and became of independent importance, in a new structure of eschatological 
expectations, in which it attained the significance of becoming the specific con- 
viction of Christian faith. With the hope of the resurrection of the body was 
originally connected the hope of a happy life in easy blessedness, under green 
trees in magnificent fields with joyous feeding flocks, and flying angels clothed in 
white. One must read the Revelation of Peter, the Shepherd, or the Acts of 
Perpetua and Felicitas, in order to see how entirely the fancy of many 
Christians, and not merely of those who were uncultured, dwelt in a fairyland 
in which they caught sight, now of the Ancient of days, and now of the 
Youthful Shepherd, Christ. The most fearful delineations of the torments of Hell 
formed the reverse side to this. We now know, through the Apocalypse of Peter, 
how old these delineations are. 



170 HISTORY OF DOGMA [Chap. hi. 

of eternal life, and all conceivable spiritual blessings. ^ Of 
these the community, so far as it is a community of saints, 
that is, so far as it is ruled by the Spirit of God, already 
possesses forgiveness of sins and righteousness. But, as a rule, 
neither blessing was understood in a strictly religious sense, that 
is to say, the effect of their religious sense was narrowed. 
The moralistic view, in which eternal life is the wages and 
reward of a perfect moral life wrought out essentially by one's 
own power, took the place of first importance at a very early 
period. On this view, according to which the righteousness 
of God is revealed in punishment and reward alike, the for- 
giveness of sin only meant a single remission of sin in con- 
nection with entrance into the Church by baptism, ^ and 

1 The perfect knowledge of the truth and eternal life are connected in the 
closest way (see p. 144, note i) because the Father of truth is also Prince of 
life (see Diognet. 12: obii yitp ^uii Hivev yvua-swQ ov$^ yvuffiQ ^d-^«A^$ ^vet/ ^«$fc 
akti^ofJQ ' ^/d 9rAif 0'/oy sx^rspov ^e^vrevrai, see also what follows). The classification 
is a Hellenic one, which has certainly penetrated also into Palestinian Jewish 
theology. It may be reckoned among the great intuitions, which in the fulness 
of the times, united the religious and reflective minds of all nations. The Pauline 
formula, "Where there is forgiveness of sin, there also is life and salvation", 
had for centuries no distinct history. But the formula, "Where there is 
truth, perfect knowledge, there also is eternal life", has had the richest history 
in Christendom from the beginning. Quite apart froih John, it is older than 
the theology of the Apologists (see, for example, the Supper prayer in the 
Didache 9. 10, where there is no mention of the forgiveness of sin, but thanks 
are given, vvlp rffc yvua-suQ Koii 'Trfo'TeuQ K»t uQcevao'/aQ ifc hyvuptfrev vifiiv 6 6ebQ $ik 
'lyia-oOy or vfrip riJc ?«»?« Keit yvua-etiiy and I. Clem. 36. 2: ^ih ro^ro iiBiXtfO-sv 6 
Bso-TrdrtiQ t^q it&otvArov yvuo-twq iifi&c ys^veta^eu). It is capable of a very manifold 
content, and has never made its way in the Church without reservations, but so 
far as it has we may speak of a hellenising of Christianity. This is shewn 
most clearly in the fact that the a^ecvaa-^Xf identical with i^^etpviei and ^mi) almiof^ 
as is proved by their being often interchanged, gradually supplanted the ^artXefx 
rofj QtoV (%p/o"T«C), and thrust it out of the sphere of religious intuition and 
hope into that of religious speech. It should also be noted, at the same time, 
that in the hope of eternal life which is bestowed with the knowledge of the 
truth, the resurrection of the body is by no means with certainty included. It 
is rather added to it (see above) from another series of ideas. Conversely, the 
words f «^v eituvtov were first added to the words ceepxh^ av^a-reto'iv in the western 
Symbpls, at a comparatively late period, while in the prayers they are certainly 
very old. 

2 Even the assumption of such a remission is fundamentally in contradiction 
with moralism; but that solitary remission of sin was not called in question, 
was rather regarded as distinctive of the new religion, and was established by 
an appeal to the omnipotence and special goodness of God, which appears just 
in the calling of sinners. In this calling, grace as grace is exhausted (Bam. 5. 
9 ; 2. Clem. 2. 4-7). But this grace itself seems to be annulled, inasmuch as 
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righteousness became identical with virtue. The idea is indeed 
still operative, especially in the oldest Gentile-Christian wri- 
tings known to us, that sinlessness rests upon a new creation 
(regeneration) which is effected in baptism ; * but, so far as 
dissimilar eschatological hopes do not operate, it is everywhere 
in danger of being supplanted by the other idea which main- 
tains that there is no other blessing in the Gospel than the 
perfect truth and eternal life. All else is but a sum of obli- 
gations in which the Gospel is presented as a new law. The 
christianising of the Old Testament supported this conception. 
There was indeed an opinion that the Gospel, even so far as 
it is a law, comprehends a gift of salvation which is to be 
grasped by faith (vifio^ ivsu J^tjyov iviyKviq^ * vifio^ t. ixevdeplag ' 
Christ himself the law) ; * but this notion, as it is obscure in 
itself, was also an uncertain one and was gradually lost. Fur- 

the sins committed before baptism were regarded as having been committed in 
a state of ignorance (TertuU. de bapt. I: delicta pristinse cae<;itatis), on account 
of which it seemed worthy of God to forgive them, that is, to accept the repent- 
ance which followed on the ground of the new knowledge. So considered, every- 
thing, in point of fact, amounts to the gracious gift of knowledge, and the mem- 
ory of the saying, "Jesus receiveth sinners", is completely obscured. But the 
tradition of this saying and many like it, and above all, the religious instinct, 
where it was more powerfully stirred, did not permit a consistent development 
of that moralistic conception. See for this. Hennas, Sim. V. 7. 3 : vspt r&v irpo^ 
ripuv iyvomidruv r^ ^etfi im6v^ Svvacriv 'i»viv ioVvxf etvroV yhp hvTi T&vei i^ovo'/ct. 
Praed. Petri ap. Clem. Strom. VI. 6. 48 : Ura iv iyvoioL riQ Hfi&v i^oAia-ev fiti sUoiQ 
cce^&Q rdv $edv, h^v eTrtyvoi^^ fitrctvovicnji^ v&vTOt abr^ &^B^ifivBTCti rit dfiaprviiAcercc. 
Aristides, Apol. 17: "The Christians offer prayers (for the unconverted Greeks), 
that they may be converted from their error. But when one of them is con- 
verted he is ashamed before the Christians of the works which he has done. 
And he confesses to God, saying : ' I have done these things in ignorance.' And he 
cleanses his heart, and his sins are forgiven him, because he had done them in 
ignorance, in the earlier period when he mocked and jeered at the true know- 
ledge of the Christians." Exactly the same in Tertull. de pudic. 10. init. The 
statement of this same writer (i. c. fin), "Cessatio delicti radix est veniae, ut 
venia sit psenitentise fructus", is a pregnant expression of the conviction of the 
earliest Gentile Christians. 

1 This idea appears with special prominence in the Epistle of Barnabas 
(see 6. II. 14); the new formation (ivacT^Aa'a-eiv) results through the forgiveness 
of sin. In the moralistic view the forgiveness of sin is the result of the renewal 
that is spontaneously brought about on the ground of knowledge shewing itself 
in penitent feeling. 

2 Barn. 2. 6, and my notes on the passage. 

3 James. I. 25. 

4 Hermas. Sim. VIII. 3. 2; Justin Dial. 11. 43; Praed. Petri in Clem., Strom. 
I. 29. 182; II. 15. 68. 
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ther, by the "law" was frequently meant in the first place, 
not the law of love, but the commandments of ascetic holi- 
ness, or an explanation and a turn were given to the law of 
love, according to which it is to verify itself above all in 
asceticism. ^ 

The expression of the contents of the Gospel in the concepts 
iicotyytXlot (^(uijf otMvio^) yvS\(n^ {i>.fitil»\ vifiog (iyKpArstct), seemed 
quite as plain as it was exhaustive, and the importance of 
faith which was regarded as the basis of hope and knowledge 
and obedience in a holy life, was at the same time in every 
respect perceived. * 

Supplement i. — The moralistic view of sin, forgiveness of 
sin, and righteousness, in Clement, Barnabas, Polycarp and 
Ignatius, gives place to Pauline formulae; but the uncertainty 
with which these are reproduced, shews that the Pauline idea 
has not been clearly seen. ' In Hermas, however, and in the 
second Epistle of Clement, the consciousness of being under 
grace, even after baptism, almost completely disappears behind 
the demand to fulfil the tasks which baptism imposes. * The 
idea that serious sins, in the case of the baptised, no longer 
should or can be forgiven, except under special circumstances, 
appears to have prevailed in wide circles, if not everywhere. » 

1 Didache c. I, and my notes on the passage (Prolegg. p. 45 f.). 

2 The concepts lieayy§Kla^ yv&v-t^, v^f^oQ, form the Triad on which the later 
catholic conception of Christianity is based, though it can be proved to have 
been in existence at an earlier period. That t/tt/c must everywhere take the 
lead was undoubted, though we must not think of the Pauline idea of ^fa-riQ. 
When the Apostolic Fathers reflect upon faith, which, however, happens only 
incidentally, they mean a holding for true of a sum of holy traditions, and 
obedience to them, along with the hope that their consoling contents will yet 
be fully revealed. But Ignatius speaks like a Christian who knows what he 
possesses in faith in Christ, that is, in confidence in him. In Bam. I: Polyc. 
Ep. 2, we find "faith, hope, love"; in Ignatius, "faith and love". TertuUian, 
in an excellent exposition, has shewn how far patience is a temper correspond- 
ing to Christian faith (see besides the Epistle of James). 

3 See Lipsius De Clementis. R. ep. ad. Cor. priore disquis. 1855. It would 
be in point of method inadmissible to conclude from the fact, that in i. Clem. 
Pauline formulae are relatively most faithfully produced, that Gentile Christianity 
generally understood Pauline theology at first, but gradually lost this under- 
standing in the course of two generations. 

4 Formally : rttp^vxTB r^v vApKoi ^yy^v xai r^v v^payiiet Hfxi^ov 2 Clem. 8. 6.) 

5 Hermas (Mand. IV. 3) and Justin presuppose it. Hermas of course sought 
and found a way of meeting the results of that idea which were threatening 
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It reveals the earnestness of those early Christians and their 
elevated sense of freedom and power ; but it might be united 
either with the highest moral intensity, or with a lax judg- 
ment on the little sins of the day. The latter, in point of 
fact, threatened to become more and more the presupposition 
and result of that idea — for there exists here a fatal recip- 
rocal action. 

Supplement 2. — The realisation of salvation — as ffetaipisix 
Tov iiov and as i^taptrlot — being expected from the future, 
the whole present possession of salvation might be compre- 
hended under the title of vocation (jcA?ai^): see, for example, 
the second Epistle of Clement. In this sense gnosis itself 
was regarded as something only preparatory. 

Supplement 3. — In some circles the Pauline formula about 
righteousness and salvation by faith alone, must, it would ap- 
pear not infrequently, (as already in the Apostolic age itself) 
have been partly misconstrued, and partly taken advantage 
of as a cloak for laxity. Those who resisted such a disposi- 
tion, and therefore also the formula in the post-Apostolic age, 
shew indeed by their opposition how little they have hit 
Upon or understood the Pauline idea of faith : for they not 
only issued the watchword "faith and works" (though the 
Jewish ceremonial law was not thereby meant), but they ad- 
mitted, and not only hypothetically, that one might have the 
true faith, even though in his case that faith remained dead 
or united with immorality. See, above all, the Epistle of 
James and the Shepherd of Hermas; though the first Epistle 
of John comes also into consideration (III. 7 : " He that doeth 
righteousness is righteous"). 1 

Supplement 4. — However similar the eschatological expec- 
tations of the Jewish Apocalyptists and the Christians may 

the Church with decimation; but he did not question the idea itself. Because 
Christendom is a community of saints which has in its midst the sure salvation, 
all its members — this is the necessary inference — must lead a sinless life. 
y I The formula, ^^righteousness by faith alone", was really repressed in the 
second century; but it could not be entirely destroyed: see my Essay. ^^Gesch. 
d. Seligkeit allein durch den Glauben in der alten K." Ztsch. f. Theol. u. Kirche. 
I. pp. 82-105. 
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seem, there is yet in one respect an important difference 
between them. The uncertainty about the final consummation 
was first set aside by the Gospel. It should be noted as 
highly characteristic of the Jewish hopes of the future, even 
of the most definite, how the beginning of the end, that is, 
the overthrow of the world-powers and the setting up of the 
earthly kingdom of God, was much more certainly expressed 
than the goal and the final end. Neither the general judg- 
ment, nor what we, according to Christian tradition, call 
heaven and hell, should be described as a sure possession of 
Jewish faith in the primitive Christian period. It is only in 
the Gospel of Christ, where everything is subordinated to 
the idea of a higher righteousness and the union of the indi- 
vidual with God, that the general judgment and the final 
condition after it are the clear, firmly grasped goal of all 
meditation. No doctrine has been more surely preserved in 
the convictions and preaching of believers in Christ than 
this. Fancy might roam ever so much and, under the direc- 
tion of the tradition, thrust bright and precious images between 
the present condition and the final end, the main thing con- 
tinued to be the great judgment of the world, and the certainty 
that the saints would go to God in heaven, the wicked to 
hell. But while the judgment, as a rule, was connected with the 
Person of Jesus himself, (see the Romish Symbol : the words 
xptTiig ^uvTuv xos) yexpuv, were very frequently applied to Christ 
in the earliest writings), the moral condition of the individual, 
and the believing recognition of the Person of Christ were 
put in the closest relation. The Gentile Christians held firmly 
to this. Open the Shepherd, or the second Epistle of Clement, 
or any other early Christian writing, and you will find that 
the judgment, heaven and hell, are the decisive objects. But 
that shews that the moral character of Christianity as a reli- 
gion is seen and adhered to. The fearful idea of hell, far 
from signifying a backward step in the history of the religious 
spirit, is rather a proof of its having rejected the morally 
indifferent point of view, and of its having become sovereign 
in union with the ethical spirit. 
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§ 4. The Old Testament as Source of the Knowledge of Faith. * 

The sayings of the Old Testament, the word of God, were 
believed to furnish inexhaustible material for deeper know- 
ledge. The Christian prophets were nurtured on the Old 
Testament, the teachers gathered from it the revelation of 
the past, present and future (Barn. i. 7), and were therefore 
able as prophets to edify the Churches; from it was further 
drawn the confirmation of the answers to all emergent ques- 
tions, as one could always find in the Old Testament what 
he was in search of. The different writers laid the holy book 
under contribution in very much the same way; for they 
were all dominated by the presupposition that this book is a 
Christian book, and contains the explanations that are neces- 
sary for the occasion. There were several teachers, e.g.^ Bar- 
nabas, who at a very early period boasted of finding in it 
ideas of special profundity and value — these were always an 
expression of the difficulties that were being felt. The plain 
words of the Lord as generally known, did not seem sufficient 
to satisfy the craving for knowledge, or to solve the problems 
that were emerging ; * their origin and form also opposed 
difficulties at first to the attempt to obtain from them new 
disclosures by re-interpretation. But the Old Testament say- 
ings and histories were in part unintelligible, or in their literal 
sense offensive ; they were at the same time regarded as fun- 

1 The only thorough discussion of the use of the Old Testament by an Apos- 
tolic Father, and of its authority that we possess, is Wrede's ^^ Untersuchungen 
£um I Clemensbrief" (1891). Excellent preliminary investigations, which, how- 
ever, are not everywhere quite reliable, may be found in Hatch's Essays in 
Biblical Greek, 1889. Hatch has taken up again the hypothesis of earlier schol- 
ars, that there were very probably in the first and second centuries systematised 
extracts from the Old Testament (^ee p. 203-214). The hypothesis is not yet 
quite established (see Wrede, above work, p. 65), but yet it is hardly to be 
rejected. The Jewish catechetical and missionary instruction in the Diaspora 
needed such collections, and their existence seem to be proved by the Christian 
Apologies and the Sybilline books. 

2 It is an extremely important fact, that the words of the Lord were quoted 
and applied in their literal sense (that is chiefly for the statement of Christian mo- 
rality) by Ecclesiastical authors, almost without exception, up to and inclusive 
of Justin. It was different with the theologians of the age, that is the Gnostics, 
and the Fathers from Irenaeus. 
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damental words of (4od. This furnished the conditions for 
turning them to account in the way we have stated. The 
following are the most important points of view under which 
the Old Testament was used, (i) The Monotheistic cosmology 
and view of nature were borrowed from it (see, for example, 
I. Clem.). (2) It was used to prove that the appearance and 
entire history of Jesus had been foretold centuries, nay, thou- 
sands of years beforehand, and that the founding of a new 
people gathered out of all nations had been predicted and 
prepared for from the very beginning. * {3) It was used as 
a means of verifying all principles and institutions of the 
Christian Church, — the spiritual worship of God without 
images, the abolition of all ceremonial legal precepts, baptism, 
etc. (4) The Old Testament was used for purposes of exhor- 
tation according to the formula a minor i ad majus; if God 
then punished and rewarded this or that in such a way, how 



I Justin was not the first to do so, for it Ixad already been done by the so- 
called Barnabas (see especially c. 13) and others. On the proofs from prophecy 
see my Texte und Unters. Bd. I. 3. p. 56-74. The passage in the Praed. Petri 
(Clem. Strom. VI. 15. 128) is very complete: 'Hfi«7c flw«5rT/|«vT«c Tic /S//3a«wc.&c 

airoAf{c< rdv Xptvrhv 'Itia-oVv ivo/juc^ivrttv, il^pofitv xai r^v vapova-lav aitroO xdi riv 
SdvetTOv Kat rdv a-rxvpdv xo) rkQ KotxdQ KO?Jia-HQ vrdva^^'ia'aQ kxo/tia'etv etvr^ ol'lovicueit 
xeu r^y 'iytfo'iv xa) r^v ilQ oifpavovQ &v&?ifi^n irph roO 'UprSkufut Kpt^^veuytui^iiitiiyiypcnrro 
rceSra vAvrot H *iiu avrbv iretWh x»i fitr* avrh & 'ivTM* TetOra oZv tvt'yv6vTtQ 
iTio-rs^o-afiiv r^ 6il^ $tk rSv ytypafnUvw tiQ avrbv. With the help of the Old 
Testament the teachers dated back the Christian religion to the beginning of the 
human race, and joined the preparations for the founding of the Christian 
community with the creation of the world. The Apologists were not the first to 
do so, for Barnabas and Hennas, and before these, Paul, the author of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, and others had already done the same. This was un- 
doubtedly to the cultured classes one of the most impressive articles in the 
missionary preaching. The Christian religion in this way got a hold which the 
others — with the exception of the Jewish — lacked. But for that very reason, 
we must guard against turning it into a formula, that the Gentile Christians had 
comprehended the Old Testament essentially through the scheme of prediction 
and fulfilment. The Old Testament is certainly the book of predictions, but 
for that very reason the complete revelation of God which needs no additions 
and excludes subsequent changes. The historical fulfilment only proves to the 
world the truth of those revelations. Even the scheme of shadow and reality 
is yet entirely out of sight. In such circumstances the question necessarily 
arises, as to what independent meaning and significance Christ^s appearance could 
have, apart from that confirmation of the Old Testament. But, apart from the 
Gnostics, a surprisingly long time passed before this question was raised, that 
is to say, it was not raised till the time of Irenseus. 
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much more may we expect, who now stand in the last days, 
and have received the vtXiifnb ti}^ IvAyyihlcLq. (5) It was proved 
from the Old Testament that the Jewish nation is in error, 
and either never had a covenant with God or has lost it, 
that it has a false apprehension of God's revelations, and there- 
fore has, now at least, no longer any claim to their possession. 
But beyond all this, (6) there were in the Old Testament 
books, above all in the Prophets and in the Psalms, a great 
number of sayings — confessions of trust in God and of help 
received from God, of humility and holy courage, testimonies 
of a world-overcoming faith and words of comfort, love and 
communion — which were too exalted for any cavilling, and 
intelligible to every spiritually awakened mind. Out of this 
treasure which was handed down to the Greeks and Romans, 
the Church edified herself, and in the perception of its riches 
was largely rooted the conviction, that the holy book must 
in every line contain the highest truth. 

The point mentioned under (5) needs, however, further ex- 
planation. The self-consciousness of the Christian community 
of being the people of God, must have been above all ex- 
pressed in its position towards Judaism, whose mere existence 
— even apart from actual assaults — threatened that conscious- 
ness most seriously. A certain antipathy of the Greeks and 
Romans towards Judaism co-operated here with a law of self- 
preservation. On all hands, therefore, Judaism as it then existed 
was abandoned as a sect judged and rejected by God, as a 
society of hypocrites, * as a synagogue of Satan, * as a people 
seduced by an evil angel, * and the Jews were declared to 

1 See Liletxk, 8. 

2 See the Revelation of John II. 9: III. 9; but see also the ^^Jews" in the 
Gospels of John and of Peter. The latter exonerates Pilate almost completely, 
and makes the Jews and Herod responsible for the crucifixion. 

3 See Bam. 9. 4. In the second epistle of Clement the Jews are called: 
«*o/ JoxoCvTic %x%iv didv," cf. Praed. Petri in Clem., Strom. VI. 5. 41: ^»fJJ xurli 
*IoviafovQ cifita-U' km yhp kxttvot fidvot oJdfitvot rbv 0fdv ytyvuvKtiv oIk iirfrrrnvrat, 

v&^^»Tov oIk Uyovo't rd AMyifitvov xpAroVt olfii viOfJttivfetv Uyova-tv, olfii H^vfuc, obH 
iofTtiv, olfii fuydXiiv fiiUfov. (Cf. Diognet. 34.) Even Justin does not judge the 
Jews more favourably than the Gentiles, but less favourably; see Apol. I. 37, 
39) 43) 44) 47) 53) ^' ^° ^^^ other hand, Aristides (Apol. c. 14, especially 
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have no further right to the possession of the Old Testament. 
Opinions differed, however, as to the earlier history of the 
nation and its relation to the true God. While some denied 
that there ever had been a covenant of salvation between God 
and this nation, and in this respect recognised only an inten- 
tion of God, * which was never carried out because of the 
idolatry of the people, others admitted in a hazy way that 
a relation did exist; but (even they referred all the promises 
of the Old Testament to the Christian people. * While the 
former saw in the observance of the letter of the law in the 
case of circumcision, sabbath, precepts as to food, etc., a proof 
of the special devilish temptation to which the Jewish people 
succumbed, • the latter saw in circumcision a sign * given by 
God, and in virtue of certain considerations acknowledged 
that the literal observance of the law was for the time God's 
intention and command, though righteousness never came from 
such observance. Yet even they saw in the spiritual the alone 
true sense, which the Jews had denied, and were of opinion 
that the burden of ceremonies was a paedagogic necessity 
with reference to a people stiff-necked and prone to idolatry, 
u e.y a defence of monotheism, and gave an interpretation to 
the sign of circumcision which made it no longer a blessing, 
but rather the mark for the execution of judgment on Israel. ^ 

in the Syrian text) is much more friendly disposed to the Jews and recogpuses 
them more. The words of Pionius against and about the Jews in the ^^Acta 
Pionii," c. 4 are very instructive. 

1 Bam. 4. 6 f. : 14. i f. The author of Praed. Petri must have had |a similar 
view of the matter. 

2 Justin in the Dialogue whith Trypho. 

3 Bam. 9 f. It is a thorough misunderstanding of Bamabas* position towards 
the Old Testament to suppose it possible to pass over his expositions, c. 6-10, 
as oddities and caprices, and put them aside as indifferent or unmethodical. There 
is nothing here unmethodical and therefore nothing arbitrary. Bamabas' strictly 
spiritual idea of God, and the conviction that all (Jewish) ceremonies are of the 
devil, compel his explanations. These are so little ingenious conceits to Bamabas 
that, but for them, he would have been forced to give up the Old Testament 
altogether. The account, for example, of Abraham having circumcised his slaves, 
would have forced Bamabas to annul the whole authority of the Old Testament 
if he had not succeeded in giving it a particular interpretation. He does this 
by combining other passages of Genesis with the narrative, and then finding in 
it no longer circumcision, but a prediction of the crucified Christ. 

4 Bam. 9. 6: ^AA* ipii^- Kui iiiiv xtptrirfitiToci 6 Aad( tU o'^petfy7$e(, 

5 See the expositions of Justin in the Dial, (especially, 16, 18, 20, 30, 40- 
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Israel was thus at all times the pseudo-Church. The older 
people does not in reality precede the younger people, the 
Christians, even in point of time; for though the. Church 
appeared only in the last days, it was foreseen and created by 
God from the beginning. The younger people is therefore 
really the older, and the new law rather the original law. * 
The Patriarchs, Prophets, and men of God, however, who were 
favoured with the communication of God's words, have nothing 
inwardly in common with the Jewish people. They are God's 
elect who were distinguished by a holy walk, and must be 
regarded as the forerunners and fathers of the Christian people. * 
To the question how such holy men appeared exclusively, or 
almost exclusively, among the Jewish people, the documents 
preserved to us yield no answer. 

§ 5. The Knowledge of God and of the World. Estimate 

of the World. 

The knowledge of faith was, above all, the knowledge of 
God as one, supramundane, spiritual, ' and almighty (^'o^vro- 
xpirup); God is creator and governor of the world and there- 

46); Von Engelhardt, " Christenthum Justin's", p. 429 ff. Justin has the three 
estimates side by side, (i) That the ceremonial law was a paedagogic measure 
of God with reference to a stiff-necked people, prone to idolatry. (2) That 
it — like circumcision — was to make the people conspicuous for the execu- 
tion of judgment, accordii^ to the Divine appointment. (3) That in the cere- 
monial legal worship of the Jews is exhibited the special depravity and wicked- 
ness of the nation. But Justin conceived the Decalogue as the natural law of 
reason, and therefore definitely distinguished it from the ceremonial law. 

1 See Ztschr. fiir K. G. I. p. 330 f. 

2 This is the unanimous opinion of all writers of the post-Apostolic age. 
Christians are the true Israel; and therefore all Israel's predicates of honour 
belong to them. They are the twelve tribes, and therefore Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob, are the Fathers of the Christians. This idea, about which there was no 
wavering, cannot everywhere be traced back to the Apostle Paul. The Old 
Testament men of God were in a certain measure Christians. See Ignat. Magn. 
8. 2; ol vpo^^rat xetrdt Xpivrlv 'Iif0-o0v *4t^}ia-av, 

3 God was naturally conceived and represented as corporeal by uncultured , 
Christians, though not by these alone, as the later controversies prove (e. g,^ 
Orig. contra Melito; see also TertuU. De anima). In the case of the cultured, 
the idea of a corporeality of God may be traced back to Stoic influences; in 
the case of the uncultured, popular ideas co-operated with the sayings of the Old 
Testament literally understood, and the impression of the Apocalyptic images. 
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fore the Lord. * But as he created the world a beautiful 
ordered whole (monotheistic view of nature) ^ for the sake 
of man, * he is at the same time the God of goodness and 
redemption (ieig ^cdTijp), and the true faith in God and know- 
ledge of him as the Father, * is made perfect only in the 

1 See Joh. IV. 22; ^fiitQ Tpeo'KuvoVfitv "6 ^/ietfjuv. i Clem. 59. 3. 4;Herm. Mand. 
I; Praed. Petri in Clem. Strom. VI. 5. 9: ytvato'KtTS ffrt sJq U6^ ia-rtv, Hq apx^v 
%Avrct¥ cTo/iftf-ffy, x«i riKov^ i^ovHav 'i%uv, Aristides Apol. 15 (Syr.): "The Chris- 
tians know and believe in God, the creator of heaven and of earth". Chap. 16: 
" Christians as men who know God, pray to him for things which it becomes him 
to give and them to receive". (Similarly Justin). From very many old Gentile 
Christian writings we hear it as a cry of joy : " We know God the Almighty ; 
the night of blindness is past" (see, e. g,^ 2. Clem. c. i). God is igcTdniQ^ a 
designation which is very frequently used (it is rare in the New Testament). 
Still more frequently do we find xCftoQ, As the Lord and Creator, God is also 
called the Father (of the world) so i. Clem. 19.2: 6 frctr^p kcu Mrio'Tm roG o'^/i- 
9rcevT0Q xSa'fiov. 35. 3: 6 iitfiiovfyr^Q ko} vrceriip r&v etluvuv. This use of the name 
Father for the supreme God, was, as is well known, familiar to the Greeks, but 
the Christians alone were in earnest with the name. The creation out of nothing 
was made decidedly prominent by Hermas, see Vis. 1. 1 . 6, and my notes on 
the passage. In the Christian Apocrypha, in spite of the vividness of the idea 
of God, the angels play the same r61e as in the Jewish, and as in the current 
Jewish speculations. According to Hermas, e. g.^ adl God's actions are mediated 
by special angels, nay, the Son of God himself is represented by a special 
angel, viz., Michael, and works by him. But outside the Apocalypses there 
seems to have been little interest in the good angels. 

2 See, for example, i. Clem. 20. 

3 This is frequent in the Apologists; see also Diogn. 10. 2; but Hermas 
Vis. II. 4. I (see also Cels. ap. Orig. IV. 23) says: itk rHiv kKKX^a-ietv 6 xSa-fioq 
Ketnipr/o'hi (cf. I. I. 6. and my notes on the passage). Aristides (Apol. 16) de- 
clares it as his conviction that "the beautiful things", that is, the world, are 
maintained only for the sake of Christians; see, besides, the words (I. c); "I 
have no doubt, that the earth continues to exist (only) on account of the pray- 
ers of the Christians." Even the Jewish Apocalyptists wavered between the for- 
mulae, that the world was created for the sake of man, and for the sake of the 
Jewish nation. The two are not mutually exclusive. The statement in the 
Eucharistic prayer of Didache, 9. 3, ^ixTtcaQ rk T^vrx ^ivsKSv roC i¥6fiaT0Q tf-ov, 
b singular.. 

4 God is named the Father, (i). in relation to the Son (very frequent), (2) as 
Father of the world (see above), (3) as the merciful one who has proved his 
goodness, declarecL his will, and called Christians to be his sons (i. Clem. 23. 
i; 29. I ; 2 Clem. i. 4; 8.4; 10. i ; 14. i; see the index to Zahn's edition of 
the Ignatian Epistles; Didache i. 5; 9. 2. 3; 10. 2). The latter usage is not 
very common; it is entirely wanting, for example, in the Epistle of Barnabas. 
Moreover, God is also called Trariip t^q &Xiihf»g, as the source of all truth (2. 
Clem. 3. 1 : 20. 5 : dfdc t. iAifd«/«c). The identity of the Almighty God of cre- 
ation with the merciful God of redemption is the tacit presupposition of all 
declarations about God, in the case of both the cultured and the uncultured. It 
is also frequently expressed (see above all the Pastoral Epistles) most frequently 
by Hermas (Vis. I. 3. 4), so far as the declaration about the creation of the 
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knowledge of the identity of the God of creation and the God 
of redemption. Redemption, however, was necessary, because 
at the beginning humanity and the world alike fell under the 
dominion of evil demons, t of the evil one. There was no 

world is there united in the closest way with that about the creation of the 
Holy Church. As to the designation of God in the Roman Symbol, as the 
^^ Father Almighty", that threefold exposition just given, may perhaps allow it. 
I The present dominion of evil demons, or of one evil demon, was just 
as generally presupposed as man's need of redemption, which was regarded as a 
result of that dominion. The conviction that the world's course, (the T0A/rf/« 
iv T^ xSa-fnnn the Latins afterwards used the word Sseculum), is determined by 
the devil, and that the dark one (Barnabas) has dominion, comes out most 
prominently where eschatological hopes obtain expression. But where salvation 
is thought of as knowledge and immortality, it is ignorance and frailty from 
which men are to be delivered. We may here also assume with certainty that 
these, in the last instance, were traced back by the writers to the action of 
demons. But it makes a very great difference whether the judgment was ruled 
by fancy which saw a real devil everywhere active, or whether, in consequence 
of theoretic reflection, it based the impression of universal ignorance and mor- 
tality on the assumption of demons who have produced them. Here again we 
must note the two series of ideas which intertwine and struggle with each 
other in the creeds of the earliest period; the traditional religious series, rest- 
ing on a fanciful view of history — it is essentially identical with the Jewish 
Apocalyptic: see, for example. Bam. 4 — and the empiric moralistic, (see 2. 
Clem. I. 2-7, as a specially valuable discussion, or Praed. Petri, in Clem., Strom. 
VI. 5, 39, 40), which abides by the fact that men have fallen into ignorance, 
weakness and death (2. Clem. I. 6: ^ /3/oc *il^v ^Aoc ^AAo ovihf Jiv sJ fiti 6^aroc), 
But, perhaps, in no other point, with the exception of the iv^creto'tQ vupk^^^ has 
the religious conception remained so tenacious as in this, and it decidedly pre- 
vailed, especially in the epoch with which we are now dealing. Its tenacity 
may be explained, among other things, by the living impression of the poly- 
theism that surrounded the communities on every side. Even where the national 
gods were looked upon as dead idols — and that was perhaps the rule, see 
Praed. Petri I. c; 2 Clem. 3. i; Didache, 6 — one could not help assuming 
that there were mighty demons operative behind them, as otherwise the frightful 
power of idolatry could not be explained. But on the other hand, even a calm reflec- 
tion and a temper unfriendly to all religious excess must have welcomed the assump- 
tion of demons who sought to rule the world and man. For by means of this 
assumption, which was wide-spread even among the Greeks, humanity seemed to be 
unburdeped, and the presupposed capacity for redemption could therefore be justified 
in its widest range. From the assumption that the need of redemption was altogether 
due to ignorance and mortality, there was but one step, or little more than one 
step, to the assumption that the need of redemption was grounded in a condition 
of man for which he was not responsible, that is, in the flesh. But this step, 
which would have led either to dualism (heretical Gnosis) or to the abolition 
of the distinction between natural and moral, was not taken within the main 
body of the Church. The eschatological series of ideas with its thesis that death, 
evil and sin entered into humanity at a definite historical moment, when the 
demons took possession of the world, drew a limit which was indeed overstepped 
at particular points, but was in the end respected. We have therefore the 
remarkable fact, that, on the one hand, early Christian (Jewish) eschatology called 
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universally accepted theory as to the origin of this dominion ; 
but the sure and universal conviction was that the present 
condition and course of the world is not of God, but is of 
the devil. Those, however, who believed in God, the al- 
mighty creator, and were expecting the transformation of the 
earth, as well as the visible dominion of Christ upon it, could 
not be seduced into accepting a dualism in principle (God 
and devil: spirit and matter). Belief in God, the creator, and 
eschatological hopes, preserved the communities from the theo- 
retic dualism that so readily suggested itself, which they 
slightly touched in many particular opinions, and which threat- 
ened to dominate their feelings. The belief that the world 
is of God and therefore good, remained in force. A dis- 
tinction was made between the present constitution of the 
world, which is destined for destruction, and the future order 
of the world which will be a glorious "restitutio in integrum". 
The theory of the world as an articulated whole which had 
already been proclaimed by the Stoics, and which was strength- 
ened by Christian monotheism, would not, even if it had 
been known to the uncultured, have been vigorous enough to 
cope with the impression of the wickedness of the course of 

forth and maintained a disposition in which the Kingdom of God, and that of 
the world, (Kingdom of the devil) were felt to be absolutely opposed (practical 
dualism), while, on the other hand, it rejected theoretic dualism. Redemption 
through Christ, however, was conceived in the eschatological Apocalyptic series 
of ideas as essentially something entirely in the future, for the power of the 
devil was not broken, but rather increased (or it was virtually broken in believers 
and increased in unbelievers), by the first advent of Christ, and therefore the 
period between the first and second advent of Christ belongs to o^toq S ctletv 
(see Bam. 2. 4; Herm. Sim. I; 2. Clem. 6. 3: 'ia-rtv ii otroc i »toifv xal 6 
niXKoav Ho s%dp0/' oZtoq xiytt iiotxtietv xai ^^ofikv xeti ^iKetfyovpfav x«i iT^rifv, 
iiUtvoQ ii roirotq StTovr^ffa-arat \ Ignat. Magn. 5. 2). For that very reason, the 
second coming of Christ must, as a matter of course, be at hand, for only through 
it could the first advent get its full value. The painful impression that nothing 
had been outwardly changed by Christ's first advent (the heathen, moreover, pointed 
this out in mockery to the suffering Christians), must be destroyed by the hope 
of his speedy coming again. But the first advent had its independent signi- 
ficance in the series of ideas which regarded Christ as redeeming man from 
ignorance and mortality; for the knowledge was already given, and the gift of 
immortality could only of course be dispensed after this life was ended, but 
then immediately. The hope of Christ's return was therefore a superfluity, but 
was not felt or set aside as such, because there was still a lively expectation 
of Christ's earthly Kingdom. 
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this world, and the vulgarity of all things material. But the 
firm belief in the omnipotence of God, and the hope of the 
world's transformation grounded on the Old Testament, con- 
quered the mood of absolute despair of all things visible and 
sensuous, and did not allow a theoretic conclusion, in the 
sense of dualism in principle, to be drawn from the practical 
obligation to renounce the world, or from the deep distrust 
with regard to the flesh. 

§ 6. Faith in Jesus Christ. 

I. As surely as redemption was traced back to God him- 
self, so surely was Jesus (3 o-WT^fp ^/c*5v) held to be the mediator 
of it. Faith in Jesus was therefore even for Gentile Chris- 
tians a compendium of Christianity. Jesus is mostly desig- 
nated with the same name as God, * h Kvpiog (vA*«v), for we 
must remember the ancient use of this title. All that has 
taken place or will take place with reference to salvation, is 
traced back to the "Lord." The carelessness of the early 
Christian writers about the bearing of the word in particular 
cases, ^ shews that in a religious relation, so far as there 
was reflection on the gift of salvation, Jesus could directly 
take the place of God. The invisible God is the author, 
Jesus the revealer and mediator, of all saving blessings. The 
final subject is presented in the nearest subject, and there is 
frequently no occasion for expressly distinguishing them, as 
the range and contents of the revelation of salvation, in Jesus 



1 No other name adhered to Christ so firmly as that of x^pto^ : see a specially 
clear evidence of this, Novatian de trinit. 30, who argues against the Adoptian 
and Modalistic heretics thus: "Et in primis illud retorquendum in istos, qui 
duorum nobis deorum controversiam facere praesumunt. Scriptum est, quod 
negare non possunt: "Quoniam unus est dominus." De Christo ergo quid 
sentiunt ? Dominum esse, aut ilium omnino non esse ? Sed dominum ilium omnino 
non dubitant. Ergo si vera est illorum ratiocinatio , jam duo sunt domini." On 
xrfp/o$ ■* Jfo-T^Tjfc, see above p. 119, note. 

2 Specially instructive examples of this are found in the Epistle of Barnabas 
and the second Epistle of Clement. Clement (Ep. i) speaks only of faith 
in God. 
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coincide with the range and contents of the will of salvation 
in God himself. Yet prayers, as a rule, were addressed to 
God; at least, there are but few examples of direct prayers 
to Jesus belonging to the first century (apart from the pray- 
ers in the Act. Joh. of the so-called Leucius). The Usual 
formula rather reads: tt^ l^ofioXcyotifieta hi 'L Xp. — ts^ 
ii^x itx 'I. Xp. ^ 

2. As the Gentile Christians did not understand the signifi- 
cance of the idea that Jesus is the Christ (Messiah), the de- 
signation " ;^p/^tJ4 " had either to be given up in their com- 
munities, or to subside into a mere name. * But even, where, 
through the Old Testament, one was reminded of the mean- 
ing of the word, and allowed a value to it, he was far 
from finding in the statement that Jesus is the Lord's anoint- 
ed, a clear expression of the dignity peculiar to him. That 
dignity had therefore to be expressed by other means. Nev- 
ertheless the eschatological series of ideas connected the Gen- 
tile Christians very closely with the early Christian ideas of 
faith, and therefore also with the earliest ideas about Jesus. In the 



1 See I Clem. 59-61. Aiiax^ c. 9. 10. Yet Novatian (de trinit. 14) exactly 
reproduces the old idea, ^^ Si homo tantummodo Christus, cur homo in orationibus 
mediator invocatur, cum invocatio hominis ad prsestandam salutem inefficax 
judicetur." As the Mediator, High Priest, etc., Christ is of course always and 
everywhere invoked by the Christians, but such invocations are one thing and 
formal prayer another. The idea of the congruence of God^s will of salvation 
with the revelation of salvation which took place through Christ, was further 
continued in the idea of the congruence of this revelation of salvation with the 
universal preaching of the twelve chosen Apostles (see above p. 162 ff.), the root 
of the Catholic principle of tradition. But the Apostles never became **o/xiJp<w,*' 
though the concepts hB»x*i (^^V^C) *^f'ow, hiaxii{'tiipvyfjiM) t&v »xoa-T6\oiv were 
just as interchangeable as x6yoQ 6eoO and ^6yoQ ;i(pi0'rol7. The full formula would 
be XdyoQ 6io€ hk ^bfcoG xP^^'''oO hit rfiv ixo^'r^AAiy. But as the subjects introduced 
by hit are chosen and perfect media, religious usage permitted the abbre- 
viation. 

2 In the epistle of Barnabas "Jesus Christ ", and " Christ " appear each once, but 
"Jesus" twelve times: in the Didache Jesus Christ once, Jesus three times. Only 
in the second half of the second century, if I am not mistaken, did the designation 
"Jesus Christ", or "Christ" become the current one, more and more crowding out 
the simple Jesus. Yet the latter designation — and this is not surprising — appears 
to have c^tinued longest in the regular prayers. It is worthy of note that in 
the Shepherd there is no mention either of the name Jesus or of Christ. The 
Gospel of Peter also says 6 x^ptoQ where the other Gospels use these names. 
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confession that God chose.* and prepared * Jesus, that Jesus 
is the Angel ' and the servant of God, * that he will judge 
the living and the dead, ^ etc., expression is given to ideas 
about Jesus, in the Gentile Christian communities, which are 
borrowed from the thought that he is the Christ called of 
God and entrusted with an office. ® Besides, there was a 

1 See I. Clem. 64: 6 4fdc« ^ ixAt^^fAtvoQ rdv K^ptov ^hfO'oVv Xpia-rhv xai ^fi&c 
il ahroG eU Atfdv vtpto^o'tov i^ti xtA. (It is instructive to note that wherever the 
idea of election is expressed, the community is immediately thought of, for in 
point of fact the election of the Messiah has no other aim than to elect or call 
the community; Bam. 3. 6: ^ Aadc ^v iiroffiuo'tv av r^ iiyu'x^fAevtfi avroC). Herm. 
Sim. v. 2 : ix^e^^fuvoc ioGx6v riva mcrlv xai ttt^pavrov, V. 6. 5. Justin, Dial. 48 : 
lifl &pvuv^ut flrt ovr6^ ka-rtv 6 Xpta^rh^y ikv ^afwirui d5c Uvdpttvoc l| &v6puxuv 
ytwifdeiQ KM lxAoy$ yev6fA§voQ it^ rh Xptvrhv etveu &xoieixviiirat. 

2 See Bam. 14. 5 : *lif0'oCc ^h roGro iirotfA^o'^ti, Yva . . , . iiii&Q Xurptta-^fAtvoc ex 
ToG o-xStovq hA^TM €v ^luv ha^^Ktiv xdy^. The same word conceming the Church, 
1. c. 3. 6. and 5.7: ff^rdc eeivr^ rdv Atfdv rdv xcciv^v iroifid^uv. 14. 6. 

3 " Angel " is a very old designation for Christ (see Justin's Dial.) which main- 
tained itself up to the Nicean controversy, and is expressly claimed for him in 
Novatian's treatise "de trinit". 11. 25 ff. (the word was taken from Old Testament 
passages which were applied to Christ). As a rule, however, it is not to be 
understood as a designation of the nature, but of the office of Christ as such, 
though the matter was never very clear. There were Christians who used it 
as a designation of the nature, and from the earliest times we find this idea 
contradicted (see the Apoc. Sophoniae ed Stem, 1886, IV. fragment, p. 10: "He 
appointed no Angel to come to us, nor Archangel, nor any power, but he 
transformed himself into a man that he might come to us for our deliverance". 
Cf. the remarkable parallel, ep. ad. Diagn. 7. 2 : . . . . o&, xadAxep ^v ric alxdo'aiev 
}iv$puTOQt Hfntpirfiv rtvk iriii^a^ $ HyytXov $ Upx^vra ti riva rOv itgv6vTuv rk 
ixfyeia ijf riv» rOv xtvto'rtvfjtivuv r^c i^ ohpcwoiQ itQtxfj&ttQ, ^AA' aitrhv rdv rs%y/rify 
xctt itifjuovpy^v ruv ^A«v xtA.). Yet it never got the length of a great contro- 
versy, and as the Logos doctrine gradually made lyay^ the designation "Angel" 
became harmless and then vanished. 

4 IIa7c (after Isaiah): this designation frequently united with 'IifO'oi'C and with 
the adjectives iiyto^ and iiy»7rtffi$voQ (See Bam. 3, 6: 4, 3: 4, 8: Valent. ap. 
Clem. Alex., Strom. VI. 6. 52, and the Ascensio Isaise) seems to have been at 
the beginning a usual one. It sprang undoubtedly from the Messianic circle 
of ideas, and at its basis lies the idea of election. It is very interesting to 
observe how it was gradually put into the background and finally abolished. 
It was kept longest in the liturgical prayers: See i. Clem. 59.2; Bam. 61 :9.2; 
Acts iii. 13. 26; iv. 27. 30; Didache 9.2.3; Mart. Polyc. 14.20; Act. Pauli et 
Theclae, 17.24; Sibyl. I. v. 324. 331. 364; Diogn. 8, 9, 10: 6 eiyxmir^Q t«7c, 
9. i; also Ep, Orig. ad Afric. init; Clem. Strom, VII, 1.4: 6 /lAovoyfyifC «•«'« 
and my note an Bam. 6. I. In the Didache (9.2) Jesus as well as David is in 
one statement called " Servant of God ". Barnabas, who calls Christ the " Beloved ", 
uses the same expression for the Church (4. 1.9); see also Ignat. ad Smym. inscr. 

5 See the old Roman Symbol and Acts X. 42 ; 2. Tim. IV. i ; Bam. 7. 2 ; 
Polyc. Ep. 2. I ; 2 Clem. 2. i ; Hegesipp. in Euseb., H. E. III. 20. &: Justin 
Dial. 118. 

6 Theie could of course be no doubt that Christ meant the ^^ anointed" (even 



1 86 HISTORY OF DOGMA [Chap. m. 

very old designation handed down from the circle of the dis- 
ciples, and specially intelligible to Gentile Christians, though 
not frequent and gradually disappearing, viz., "the Master".* 
3. But the earliest tradition not only spoke of Jesus as 
x6pto^, ac^Tiip, and iiiiffKaXo?, but as ^^ i itic rou iiou ", and this 
name was firmly adhered to in the Gentile Christian commu- 
nities. ^ It followed immediately from this that Jesus belongs 
to the sphere of God, and that, as is said in the earliest 
preaching known to us,* one must think of him "«^ ir^p) tff^S", 
This formula describes in a classic manner the indirect "theo- 
logia Christi" which we find unanimously expressed in all 
witnesses of the earliest epoch. * We must think about Christ 

Aristides Apol. 2 fin., if Nestle^s correction is right, Justin's Apol. I. 4. and 
similar passages do not justify doubt on that point). But the meaning and the 
effect of this anointing was very obscure. Justin says (Apol. II. 6): Xpifl^rdc 
li\v Karit rb xexpt^^ou ku) Kotrfi.ifia'eu rk x^vra ii* alroV t6v $tbv Xiytrai, and 
therefore (See Dial. 76 fin.) finds in this designation an expression of the cosmic 
significance of Christ. 

1 See the Apologists. Apost. K. O. (Texte v. Unters. II. 5. p. 25). vpoop&vra^ 
ro^C Adyot/^ rob Si^etvK^Xov ^(UiVt ibid, p. 28: firs ^njo-ev 6 hiia-KOi^OQ rdv Uprov^ 
ibid. p. 30 : xposXeytv, Bre hi/^aa-Ktv, Apost. Constit. (original writing) III. 6 : alrbq 
6 hiia-Ha^OQ ^fi^v xeu x^ptoQ. III. 7: 6 xvptoi Kctt hida-iutAo^ tf/iifiv ffTrfv. III. 19: 
II. 20. V. 12 — I. Clem. 13. I.... Tfiv A^«y roV xvptou *hia'of/, o^q kxAkiivev 
iiidv'xuv. Polyc. £p. 2: fMviifjtovgvovT8i £v dtfFtv 6 xvphq iii^vKttv. Ptolem. ad 
Floram. 5: tf StiavxaX/a roV a-uriipoQ. 

2 The baptismal formula, which had been naturalised everywhere in the com- 
munities at this period, preserved it above all. The addition of'i^to^y^puTdroxoQ 
is worthy of notice. Movoy«vif« (= the only begotten and also the beloved) is 
not common ; it is found only in John, in Justin, in the Symbol of the Romish, 
Church, and in Mart. Polyc. (Diogn. 10. 3). 

3 The so-called second Epistle of Clement begins with the words: 'AJ«a^/, 
oVtuq itt M/^C <Ppovt7y Tnpt ^htvoC^ <&c ^tpt hoV, ^q xtpt xptroC t^mrav xeu vexp&v. 
(this order in which the Judge appears as the higher is also found in Bam. 7. 2), 
xat oif iti ^fjiSe inxpk ^povttv Ttpt riJQ vomipiaQ fifiSv * kv r^ ykp ^povttv if/t^C l^^txpit vrtpt 
alfroO, fjuxph xai ixfr/^ofjuv Xaefislv. This argumentation (see also the following 
verses up to II. 7) is very instructive; for it shews the grounds on which the 
^povtlv Ttp) eobroV o^c ^*pt ^'oV, was based. H. Schultz (L. v. d. Gottheit Christi, 
p. 25 f.) very correctly remarks : " In the second Epistle of Clement, and in the 
Shepherd, the Christological interest of the writer ends in obtaining the assurance, 
through faith in Christ as the world-ruling King and Judge, that the community 
of Christ will receive a glory corresponding to its moral and ascetic works. 

4 Pliny in his celebrated letter (96), speaks of a " Carmen dicere Christo quasi 
deo " on the part of the Christians. Hermas has no doubt that the Chosen Ser- 
vant, after finishing his work, will be adopted as God's Son, and therefore has 
been destined from the beginning, «/c s^oua-Zetv fJtty^Xifv xcii xvptiniTet (Sim. V. 6. i). 
But that simply means that he is now in a Divine sphere, and that one must 
think of him as of God. But there was no unanimity beyond that. The for- 
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as we think about God, because, on the one hand, God had 
exalted him, and committed to him as Lord, judgment over 

inula says nothing about the nature or constitution of Jesus. It might indeed 
appear from Justin's dialogue, that the direct designation of Jesus as Bedq (not as 
6 6160)^ was common in the communities; but not only are there some passages 
in Justin himself to be urged against this, but also the testimony of other 
writers. 6e6Q even without the article, was in no case a usual designation for Jesus. 
On the contrary, it was always quite definite occasions which led them to speak 
of Christ as of a God, or as God. In the first place there were Old Testament 
passages such as Ps. XLV. 8: CX. i f., etc., which, as soon as they were inter- 
preted in relation to Christ, led to his getting the predicate 6t6Q. These passages, 
with many others taken from the Old Testament, were used in this way by 
Justin. Yet it is very well worth noting, that the author of the Epistle of 
Barnabas avoided this expression, in a passage which must have suggested it. 
(12, 10, II on Ps. CX.4). The author of the Didache calls him "^ df^C A4^<J" 
on the basis of the above psalm. It is manifestly therefore in liturgical formulae 
of exalted paradox, or living utterances of religious feeling that Christ is called 
God. See Ignat. ad Rom. 6. 3; mrpi^otri fioi fiifAtiriiv ilvai roH irudovQ toO 
UoO fiov (the fiov here should be observed); ad. Eph. i. i: iva^wJFvp^a-avre^ «v 
e^fjutri 6toVi Tatian Orat. 13: h^KOvoQ roG irtvov66Toe hod. As to the celebrated 
passage i. Clem, ad Cor. 2. 10: rit lea^iiMra etvroO (the avroV refers to 6s6q) 
we may perhaps observe that that 6 6t6Q stands far apart. However such a 
consideration is hardly in place. The passages just adduced shew that precisely 
the union of suffering (blood, death) with the concept "God" — and only this 
union — must have been in Christendom from a very early period; see Acts 
XX. 28 ... . rifv ixKAtia-iav roO $8oVy )fv 'jptpt^irot^vetro itii roO ctYfiaroQ roV li(ov^ 
and from a later period, Melito, Fragm. (in Routh Rel. Sacra I. 122); 6 dcdc 
xi^ovhv vvh ie^tS^ 'Itf-panf Ait/Joc ; Anonym, ap. Euseb. H. E. V. 28. ii ; ^ t i^o-wAas- 
7%yoc df^C iceet xHpio^ ^fi&v 'Itfo-od^ Xptvrh^ oIk k^o6}^tro iToAsa-Seu fA^prvpet r&¥ 
Wny 9rat69ffjt^ruv i Test. XII. Patriarch. (Levi 4): sm rSS v&Ut roG v^i(rrov\ Ter- 
tuU. de came 5; "passiones dei", ad Uxor. II. 3: "sanguine dei". TertuUian 
also speaks frequently of the crucifying of God, the flesh of God, the death of 
God (see Lightfoot, Clem, of Rome p. 400 sq.). These formulae were first sub- 
jected to examination in the Patripassian controversy. They were rejected by 
Athanasius, for example, in the fourth century (cf. Apollin. II. 13. 14, 0pp. I. 
p. 758); Tfi( olv ysyp^etrt ^ri 616^ 6 hk oApno^ Ta6iiiv xat ivaa-riQ^, .. ouiafioG 
^i alfici $toG i(x* capKbQ wetpetitieoKao'iv a't ypa^i \j Ubv h^ a-apKiQ iruHvrot kbu 
ivcto'TAvra. They continued in use in the west and became of the utmost sig- 
nificance in the christological controversies of the fifth century. It is not quite 
certain whether there is a "theologia Christi" in such passages as Tit. II. 13: 
2 Pet. I. I (see the controversies on Rom. IX. 5). Finally fli^c and Christus 
were often interchanged in religious discourse (see above). In the so-called 
second Epistle of Clement (c. 1.4) the dispensing of light, knowledge, is traced 
back to Christ. It is said of him, that like a Father, he has called us children, he 
has delivered us, he has called us into existence out of non-existence, and in 
this God himself is not thought of. Indeed he is called (2. 2. 3), the hearer of 
prayer and the controller of history; but immediately thereon, a saying of the 
Lord is introduced as a saying of God (Matt. IX. 13). On the contrary, Isaiah 
XXIX. 13, is quoted (3. 5) as a declaration of Jesus, and again (13. 4) a saying 
of the Lord with the formula: ^ytt 6 6t6Q. It is Christ who pitied us (3. i : 
16. 2); he is described simply as the Lord who hath called and redeemed us 
(5. 1:8. 2:9. 5. etc.). Not only is there frequent mention of the hroKeii 
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the living and the dead, and because, on the other hand, he 
has brought the knowledge of the truth, called sinful men, 
delivered them from the dominion of demons, and hath led 
or will lead them out of the night of death and corruption 
to eternal life. Jesus Christ is "our faith", "our hope", "our 



(evr^^fjutra) of Christ, but 6. 7 (see 14. i) speak directly of a ifoi^iv r6 Hkniia 
ToV Xpto'ToC. Above all, in the entire first division (up to 9. 5), the religious 
situation is for the most part treated as if it were something essentially between 
the believer and Christ. On the other hand, (10. i), the Father is he who calls 
(see also. 16. i), who brings salvation (9. 7), who accepts us as Sons (9. 10: 
16. i); he has given us promises (11. i. 6. 7.); we expect his kingdom, nay, 
the day of his appearing (12. i f. : 6. 9:9. 6 : ii. 7 : 12. i). He will judge the 
world, etc. ; while in 17.4. we read of the day of Christ's appearing, of his 
kingdom and of his function of Judge, etc. Where the preacher treats of the 
relation of the community to God, where he describes the religious situation 
according to its establishment or its consummation, where he desires to rule the 
religious and moral conduct, he introduces without any apparent distinction, 
now God himself, and now Christ. But this religious view, in which acts of 
God coincide with acts of Christ, did not, as will be shewn later on, influence 
the theological speculations of the preacher. We have also to observe, that 
the interchange of God and Christ is not always an expression of the high dignity 
of Christ, but on the contrary, frequently proves, that the personal significance 
of Christ is misunderstood, and that he is regarded only as the dependent revealer 
of God. All this shews that there cannot have been many passages in the 
earliest literature where Christ was roundly designated &86q. It is one thing to 
speak of the blood (death, suffering) of God, and to describe the gifts of sal- 
vation brought by Christ as gifts of God, and another thing to set up the propo- 
sition that Christ is a God (or God). When, from the end of the second 
century one began to look about in the earlier writings for passages '«v ol^ 6go- 
Xoytirut 6 %p/tf"Trfc» because the matter had become a subject of controversy, 
one could, besides the Old Testament, point only to the writings of authors 
from the time of Justin (to apologists and controversialists) as well as to Psalms 
and odes (see the Anonym, in Euseb. H. E. V. 28. 4-6). In the following 
passages of the Ignatian Epistles - ^^ df^c " appears as a designation of Christ; he 
is called i ded; i^it^v in Ephes. inscript. ; Rom. inscr. bis 3. 2 ; Polyc. 8. 3 ; Eph. I. I, 
atfiei df00; Rom. 6. 3, rd rfrA^OQ rob deoi/ fiov\ Eph. 7. 2, h o-apx) yev6f4,nooQ dtdq, 
in another reading, sv ^vSpuTt^ BsSq; Smym. I. i, 'LXP* ^ hhQ 6 oVru^ vfJtS^ o-o^fa-a^. 
The latter passage in which the relative clause must he closely united with 
" 6 U6^ ", seems to form the transition to the three passages (Trail. 7. i ; Smym. 
6. I ; 10. i), in which Jesus is called Mq without addition. But these passages 
are critically suspicious, see Lightfoot in loco. In the same way the "deus 
Jesus Christus" in Polyc. Ep. 12. 2, is suspicious, and indeed in both parts of 
the verse. In the first, all Latin codd. have "dei filius'*, and in the Greek 
codd. of the Epistle, Christ is nowhere called Mq. We have a keen polemic 
against the designation of Christ as df^c in Clem. Rom. Homil. XVI 15 sq.; 
'O nirpoi ifTtxptdii' 6 K^ptoQ ^fiSv oVrt $8ovi ttvm i<^Hy%eiTO Taph rdv Kriveevru rk 
TeAvTot oVrs ixvrbv dcdv that iv^Spsva^tVy vtbv $i 6toG roO rit w&vt» itXKOTfAfjo'xvTO^ 
rhv tMvra aurh 8v^6yuQ kfiatc^pia-tVy xetl 6 Zifiuv i^FSKp/varo* ov ioKtt vot oZv rhv 
&7rl 6soO 6thv ttvett-^ kxi 6 TlirpoQ '4^* yresQ robro that Hvatrat^ ^p&vov ^(itv, roHro 
ykp vtiitli etTTslv a-ot oh ZvvAfiticiy Brt fiti viKo^cetfitv 'Kotf avroV. 
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life", and in this sense "our God". The religious assurance 
that he is this, for we find no wavering on this point, is the 
root of the "theologia Christi"; but we must also remem- 
ber that the formula "deig'' was inserted beside ^^xiiptog," that 
the " dominus ac deus, " was very common at that time, * and 
that a Saviour (carifp) could only be represented somehow as 
a Divine being. > Yet Christ never was, as " deig ", placed 
on an equality with the Father, 3 — monotheism guarded 
against that. Whether he was intentionally and deliberately 
identified with Him the following paragraph will shew. 

4. The common confession did not go beyond the statements 
that Jesus is the Lord, the Saviour, the Son of God, that 
one must think of him as of God, that dwelling now with 



1 On the further use of the word USq in antiquity, see above § 8, p. 120 f.; 
the formula "flfrfc «x Qsofi" for Augustus even 24 years before Christ's birth; 
on the formula ^^ dominus ac deus ", see John XX. 28 ; the interchange of these 
concepts in many passages beside one another in the anonymous writer 
(Euseb. H. E. V. 28. 11). Domitian first allowed himself to be called "domi- 
nus AC deus". Tertullian, Apol. 10. Ii, is very instructive as to the general 
situation in the second century. Here are brought forward the different causes 
which then moved men, the cultured and the uncultured, to give to this or that 
personality the predicate of Divinity. In the third century the designation of 
" dominus ac deus noster " for Christ, was very common, especially in the west, 
(see Cyprian, Pseudo-Cyprian, Novatian; in the Latin Martyrology a Greek 
i xCptoQ is also frequently so translated). But only at this time had the desig- 
nation come to be in actual use even for the Emperor. It seems at first sight 
to follow from the statements of Celsus (in Orig. c. Cels. III. 22-43), ^^^^ *^is 
Greek had and required a very strict conception of the Godhead; but his 
whole work shews how little that was really the case. The reference to these 
facts of the history of the time, is not made with the view of discovering the 
"theologia Christi'* itself in its ultimate roots — these roots lie elsewhere, in the 
person of Christ and Christian experience; but that this experience, before any 
technical reflection, had so easily and so surely substituted the new formula 
instead of the idea of Messiah, can hardly be explained without reference to 
the general religious ideas of the time. 

2 The combination of dfd^ and c-urijp in the Pastoral Epistles is very important. 
The two passages in the New Testament in which perhaps a direct "theologia 
Christi" may be recognised, contain likewise the concept owr^p; see Tit. II. 13: 
iFpovitX6(itvot rifv ii06Ketp(xv ixvliu x»i i^i^^vtteev t^q dtf|)rc roG iivyAXov $t8v xat 
cuTfipo^ *lfA&v Xpta-roO *IiitoC (cf. Abbot, Journal of the Society of Bibl. Lit., 
and Exeg. 1881. June. p. 3 sq.): 2. Pet. I. 1: hv hKottovvvxi roV 6ioO ^fi&y kcu 
rtoTfipo^. 'I. Xp. In both cases the viii&¥ should be specially noted. Besides, 
6idQ vtoT^p is also an ancient formula. 

3 A very ancient formula ran "fl«dc xai U^q c)/dc", see Cels. ap. Orig. II. 30; 
Justin, frequently: Alterc. Sim. et Theoph. 4, etc. The formula is equivalent 
to tffdc fiovoytviiQ (see Joh. I. 18). 



190 HISTORY OF DOGMA [Ghap. in. 

God in heaven he is to be adored as irpo^rir^q kx) fiotiihg riljg 
iaisvetctg, and as ipxi€pibg rav vpo^^opuv ^fiSiv [as guardian and 
helper of the weak and as High Priest of our oblations], to 
be feared as the future Judge, to be esteemed most highly 
as the bestower of immortality, that he is our hope and our 
faith. There are found rather, on the basis of that confession, 
very diverse conceptions of the Person, that is, of the nature 
of Jesus, beside each other, * which collectively exhibit a 
certain analogy with the Greek theologies, the naive and the 
philosophic. * There was as yet no such thing here as eccle- 
siastical " doctrines " in the strict sense of the word, but rather 
conceptions more or less fluid, which were not seldom fashi- 
oned ad hoc, » These may be reduced collectively to two. * 
Jesus was either regarded as the man whom God hath chosen, 
in whom the Deity or the Spirit of God dwelt, and who, 
after being tested, was adopted by God and invested with 



1 Sucli conceptions are found side by side in the same writer. See, for 
example, the second Epistle of Clement, and even the first. 

2 See § 6 p. 120. The idea of a 6toToAia-tQ was as common as that of the 
appearances of the gods. In wide circles, however, philosophy had long ago 
naturalized the idea of the Atfyoc roC UoG. But now there is no mistaking anew 
element everywhere. In the case of the Christologies which include a kind 
of Qeo^oftia'tQf it is found in the fact that the deified Jesus was to be recognized 
not as a Demigod or Hero, but as Lord of the world, equal in power and 
honour to the Deity. In the case of those Christologies which start with Christ 
as the heavenly spiritual being, it is found in the belief in an actual incarna- 
tion. These two articles, as was to be expected, presented difficulties to the 
Gentile Christians, and the latter more than the former. 

3 This is usually overlooked. Christological doctrinal conceptions are fre- 
quently constructed by a combination of particular passages, the nature of which 
does not permit of combination. But the fact that there was no universally 
recognised theory about the nature of Jesus till beyond the middle of the second 
century, should not lead us to suppose that the different theories were any- 
where declared to be of equal value, etc., therefore more or less equally valid, 
on the contrary, everyone, so far as he had a theory at all, included his own 
in the revealed truth. That they had not yet come into conflict is accounted 
for, on the one hand, by the fact that the different theories ran up into like 
formulae, and could even frequently be directly carried over into one another, 
and on the other hand, by ,the fact that their representatives appealed to the 
same authorities. But we must, above all, remember, that conflict could only 
arise after the enthusiastic element, which also had a share in the formation of 
Christology, had been suppressed, and problems were felt to be such, that is, 
after the struggle with Gnosticism, or even during that struggle. 

4 Both were clearly in existence in the Apostolic age. 
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dominion, (Adoptian Christology) ; * or Jesus was regarded as 
a heavenly spiritual being (the highest after God) who took 

I Only one work has been preserved entire which gives clear expression to 
the Adoptian Christology, viz., the Shepherd of Hennas (see Sim. V. and IX. i. 12). 
According to it, the Holy Spirit — it is not certain whether he is identified with 
the chief Archangel — is regarded as the pre-existent Son of God, who is older 
than creation, nay, was God^s counsellor at creation. The Redeemer is the vir- 
tuous man (f^p^) chosen by God, with whom that Spirit of God was united. 
As he did not defile the Spirit, but kept him constantly as his companion, and 
carried out the work to which the Deity had called him, nay, did more than he 
was commanded, he was in virtue of a Divine decree adopted as a son and 
exalted to /xcy^Aif i%ovv(a xeti KvpidniQ. That this Christology is set forth in a 
book which enjoyed the highest honour and sprang from the Romish commun- 
ity, is of great significance. The representatives of this Christology, who in jthe 
third century were declared to be heretics, expressly maintained that it was at 
one time the ruling Christology at Rome and had been handed down by the 
Apostles. (Anonym, in Euseb. H. E. V. 28. 3, concerning the Artemonites: 
(paff} rot/c fe)y TrporipovQ Sxavraq xeu avrovQ rot)( avroerrd^ovi; veepttXti^vat n Koii 
Mtiecx^^^* rtf&Tff, U vVv oSrot ^yova-i, xai rtryipHiv^Kt Tfi¥ ^^,tihteev to0 «ijp6yiiaroz 
f^^XP* '''^^ %ptfvAiv Tofi B/xTopoQ .... ^9rd $i Tofj hce$6xov eebroV Zi<pvp/vov fFapetxsx^' 
pAxfi*^ '''^^ «Aifdc/tfv). This assertion, though exaggerated, is not incredible after 
what we find in Hermas. It cannot, certainly, be verified by a superficial exam- 
ination of the literary monuments preserved to us, but a closer investigation 
shews, that the Adoptian Christology must at one time have been very wide- 
spread, that it continued here and there undisturbed up to the middle of the third 
century (see the Christology in the Acta Archelai. 49, 50), and that it continued 
to exercise great influence even in the fourth and fifth centuries (see Book II. 
c. 7). Something similar is found even in some Gnostics, ^.^., Valentinus 
himself (see Iren. I. 1 1 . I : teat rdv Xpta-rbv $i ovx itirl t&v sv r^ TAsipufAaert 
etluvav 9rpo^8^?iii<r$oet, tfAA^ t/vd rifc fianrpdq^ %%ta Id ysvoiAsvtf^t Kotrh Tijv yvufitiv r&v 
Kpsirr6voi¥ otvoKiKV^a-dut fjtsr^ a-Kt&Q rtv6<i, Keu rovrov /kcv, Uts 'dppevcc vfr^pxovTa^ 
iTOKd^fOiVTCi v^* iavroG r^v a-Kt^v, iivstip»ttiiv gig rd vh^ pellet. The same in the 
Exc. ex Theodot. §§ 22, 23, 32, 33), and the Christology of Basilides presup- 
poses that of the Adoptians. Here also belongs the conception which traces 
back the genealogy of Jesus to Joseph. The way in which Justin (Dialog 48, 
49, 87 fif.) treats the history of the baptism of Jesus, against the objection of 
Trypho that a pre-existent Christ would not have needed to be filled with the 
Spirit of God, is instructive. It is here evident that Justin deals with objections 
which were raised within the communities themselves to the pre-existence of 
Christ, on the ground of the account of the baptism. In point of fact, this 
account (it had, according to very old witnesses, see Resch, Agrapha Christi, 
p. 307, according to Justin, for example. Dial. 88. 103, the wording: Hfioi r^ 
etvet^^vxt etvrdv &to to& TrorecfJtoV roG *lop$^vov, r^a <)>Aivif^ cthrov Aix^s^o'ilQ vt6(; 
liov it fl-t/, hyii) a-iifjtepov ysysyviixJi o-s; see the Cod. D. of Luke. Clem. Alex, 
etc.) forms the strongest foundation of the Adoptian Christology, and hence it 
is exceedingly interesting to see how one compounds with it from the second to the 
fifth century, an investigation which deserves a special monograph. But, of 
course, the edge was taken off the report by the assumption of the miraculous 
birth of Jesus from the Holy Spirit, so that the Adoptians in recognising this, 
already stood with one foot in the camp of their opponents. It is now instruc- 
tive to see here how the history of the baptism, which originally formed the 
beginning of the proclamation of Jesus' history, is suppressed in the earliest 
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flesh, and again returned to heaven after the completion of 
his work on earth (pneumatic Christology). * These two 

formulae, and therefore also in the Romish Symbol, while the birth from the 
Holy Spirit is expressly stated. Only in Ignatius (ad Smym. I; cf. ad Eph. 
18. 2) is the baptism taken into account in the confession; but even he has 
given the event a turn by which it has no longer any significance for Jesus 
himself (just as in the case of Justin, who concludes from the resting of the 
Spirit in his fulness upon Jesus, that there will be no more prophets among 
the Jews, spiritual gifts being rather communicated to Christians; compare also 
the way in which the baptism of Jesus is treated in Joh. I). Finally, we must 
point out that in the Adoptian Christology, the parallel between Jesus and all 
believers who have the Spirit and are Sons of God, stands out very clearly 
(Cf. Herm. Sim. V. with Mand. III. V. i : X. 2 : most important is Sim. V. 

6. 7). But this was the very thing that endangered the whole view. Celsus, 
I. 57, addressing Jesus, asks; "If thou say est that every man whom Divine 
Providence allows to be bom (this is of course a formulation for which Celsus 
alone is responsible), is a son of God, what advantage hast thou then over 
others ? " We can see already in the Dialogue of Justin, the approach of the 
later great controversy, whether Christ is Son of God Mtrii yv&imiv, or tutrit ^vtv, 
that is, had a pre-existence : " Koi y&p §l9-i_ rtvti, he says, «Td roG ifjieripov ySvovQ 
dfJtoAoyoSvrtQ eturbv Xptrrhv stvaty *Mpu^ov H 1^ Mpuvruv ysvdfAtvov aTro^pectviptgvot, 
oU olf vvvridtfiut" (c. 48). 

I This Christology which may be traced back to the Pauline, but which can 
hardly have its point of departure in Paul alone, is found also in the Epistle 
to the Hebrews and in the writings of John including the Apocalypse, and is 
represented by Barnabas, i and 2. Clem. Ignatius, Polycarp, the author of the 
Pastoral Epistles, the Authors of Praed. Petri, and the Altercatio Jasonis et 
Papisci, etc. The Classic formulation is in 2. Clem. 9. 5 : Xptcr^Q 6 xvptoQ cuo-etQ 
fifi&Q 2^v fjtiv rd yrp&rov wtGfjut hyivtro vkp% Kctk oUrw^ ^fi&Q hxAXia-tv. According 
to Barnabas (5. 5), the pre-existent Christ is vavrdi roV x6a-fJtov KCptoa to him 
God said, <^t3 Ketra^oX^^ kSo-iaov, " Let us make man, etc." He is (5. 6) the sub- 
ject and goal of all Old Testament revelation. He is ovxi vtoq Mpuvov iAA: 
viZ^ ToG dtoG^ TVT^ J^ Iv a-apki ^uvspwhiQ (12. lo); the flesh is merely the veil 
of the Godhead, without which man could not have endured the light (5. 10.) 
According to i. Clement Christ is, t3 a-xiixTpov t^c fisAoiyoa'6viiQ roG QtoG (16. 2), 
who if he had wished could have appeared on earth «v x6fJtTijt iXa^ovt^aa he 
is exalted far above the angels (32), as he is the Son of God (^»HiietTet roV 
6eoG, 2. i); he hath spoken through the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament (22. i). 
It is not certain whether Clement understood Christ under the A6yoQ yL9y»K0' 
a-CviiQ roG dtoG (27. 4). According to 2. Clem., Christ and the church are heavenly 
spiritual existences which have appeared in the last times. Gen. I. 27, refers to 
their creation (c. 14; see my note on the passage: We learn from Origen that 
a very old Theologoumenon identified Jesus with the ideal of Adam, the church 
with that of Eve. Similar ideas about Christ are found in Gnostic Jewish Chris- 
tians); one must think about Christ as about God (I. i). Ignatius writes (Eph. 

7. 2): E/ig, Jarp^Q ea-Tiv vapKiK^i n xai wavfiariKdQf ygvwjrbQ KOt iyivvtiroi, ev 
ffupxi ysvdfitvoQ lishQ, iv davdrtfi ^uii &?i,iidiyi^i, xat ex MetpfxQ xetl ex 6eoG, vp&rov 
vaQijTbQ xett rdre iieetH^ 'Iiftf-oOg Xpto-rdQ 6 xvpioQ ^[tSiv. As the human predicates 
stand here first, it might appear as though, according to Ignatius, the man Jesus 
first became God (S 6e^Q Mf*^v, Cf. Eph. inscr.: 18. 2). In point of fact, he 
regards Jesus as Son of God only by his birth from the Spirit; but on the 
other hand, Jesus is <^' <vd$ xarpb^ frpoexAm (Magn. 7. 2), is h6yo^ $§oG (Magn. 
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Christologies which are, strictly speaking, mutually exclusive — 
the man who has become a God, and the Divine being who 
has appeared in human form — yet came very near each other 
when the Spirit of God implanted in the man Jesus was con- 
ceived as the pre-existent Son of God, 1 and when, on the 
other hand, the title. Son of God, for that pneumatic being, 
was derived only from the miraculous generation in the flesh; 



8. 2), and when Ignatius so often emphasises the truth of Jesus' history against 
Docetism (TraU. 9. for example), we must assume that he shares the thesis with 
the Gnostics, that Jesus is by nature a spiritual being. But it is well worthy 
of notice that Ignatius, as distinguished from Barnabas and Clement, really gives 
the central place to the historical Jesus Christ, the Son of God and the Son 
of Mary, and his work. The like is found only in Irenaeus. The pre-existence 
of Christ is presupposed by Polycarp. (Ep. 7. i); but, like Paul, he strongly 
emphasises a real exaltation of Christ (2. i). The author of Praed. Petri, calls 
Christ the x6yoQ (Clem. Strom. I. 29, 182). As Ignatius calls him this also, as 
the same designation is found in the Gospel, Epistles, and Apocalypse of John 
(the latter a Christian adaptation of a Jewish writing), in the Act. Joh. (see 
Zahn, Acta Joh. p. 220), finally, as Celsus (II. 31) says quite generally, "The 
Christians maintain that the Son of God is at the same time his incarnate Word", 
we plainly perceive that this designation for Christ was not first started by pro- 
fessional philosophers (see the Apologists, for example, Tatian, Orat. 5, and 
Melito Apolog. fragm. in the Chron. pasch. p. 483, ed. Dindorf: Xpia-rdQ i&v 
6eoV ^6yoQ Tpd almmv). We do not find in the Johannine writings such a Logos- 
speculation, as in the Apologists, but the current expression is taken up, in 
order to shew that it has its truth in the appearing of Jesus Christ. The ideas 
about the existence of a Divine Logos were very widely spread; they were 
driven out of philosophy into wide circles. The author of the Alterc. Jas. et 
Fapisci, conceived the phrase in Gen. i. i : Iv &fxii as equivalent to «v vtJ^ 
(^p/fl-Tfj) : Jerome. Quaest. hebr. in Gen. p. 3 ; see Tatian Orat. 5 ; fif^c if*' «v ip%$ 
riiv il ipx^^ ^6yov i^vxfAiv ^etpgi^.^^afAtv. Ignatius (Eph. 3) also called Christ, 
M yvuiAfi ToG Tctrpdc (Eph. 17:^ yy&rtQ rod fl«oC); that is a more fitting expres- 
sion than A^yo^. The subordination of Christ as a heavenly being to the Gk)d- 
head, is seldom or never carefully emphasised, though it frequently comes 
plainly into prominence. Yet the author of the second Epistle of Clement 
does not hesitate to place the pre-existent Christ and the pre-existent church on 
one level, and to declare of both that God created them (c. 14). The formulae 
^vspoVa-Qxi hv TctpKf, or, yfyvea-dxt tf-^pj, are characteristic of this Christology. 
It is worthy of special notice that the latter is found in all those New Testa- 
ment -writers who have put Christianity in contrast with the Old Testament 
religion, and proclaimed the conquest of that religion by the Christian, viz., 
Paul, John, and the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews. 

I Hennas, for example, does this (therefore Link; Christologie des Hennas, 
and Weizsacker, Gott. Gel. Anz. 1886. p. 830, declare his Christology to be directly 
pneumatic): Christ is then identified with this Holy Spirit (see Acta Archel. 
50) similarly Ignatius (ad Magn. 15): xsKnifitvoi ih^xptrov ^rvefjfiaf 6q ivrtv 
'Ifffl-oi/C Xptvrh^. This formed the transition to Gnostic conceptions on the one 
hand, to pneumatic Christology on the other. But in Hermas the real substan- 
tial thing in Jesus Christ is the ffAp%. 

N 
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yet both these seem to have been the rule. * Yet, in spite 
of all transitional forms, the two Christologies may be clearly 
distinguished. Characteristic of the one is the development 
through which Jesus is first to beconje a Godlike Ruler, * 
and connected therewith, the value put on the miraculous 
event at the baptism ; of the other, a naive docetism. • For 
no one as. yet thought of afErming two natures in Jesus;* 

1 Passages majr indeed be found in the earliest Gentile Christian literature, 
in which Jesus is designated Son of God, independently of his human birth and 
before it (so in Barnabas, against Zahn), but they are not numerous. Ignatius 
very clearly deduces the predicate " Son " from the birth in the flesh. Znhn, Mai- 
cellus, p. 216 ff. 

1 The distinct designation " iiexalirit" is .not found, though that may be an 
accident. Hennas has the thing itself quite distinctly {See Epiph. c. Alog. H. 
SI. 18: yatti^nru <t*i tiaplat xai ItBfi Xfitrit aWat iiafJlrlai sat iiii Itte, 
luu tmu fib Tfintn ■{iiAiy Utlfurst, uarii Tfaia^i I) (lAif^vai rv* toS liisB reS 
tteB ir^fiq^f/n). The stages of the rfaimrv were undoubtedly the birth, bap- 
tism and resurrection. Even the adherents of the pneumatic Christology, could 
not at Arst help recognizing that Jesus, through his exaltation, got more than 
he originally possessed. Yet in their case, this conception was bound to become 
rudimentary, and it really did so. 

3 The settlement with Gnosticism prepared a still always uncertain end for 
this naive Docetism. Apart from Bam 5. la, where it plainly appears, we 
have to collect laboriously the evidences of it which have not accidentally either 
perished or been conceded. In the communities of the second century there 
was frequently no offence taken at Gnostic docetism (see the Gospel of Peter, 
Clem. Alex., Adumbrat. in Joh. Ep. I. c. r, [Zahn, Forsch. z. Gesch. des N. 
Tlichen Kanons, III. p. S7]; "Fertur ergo in traditionibus, quoniam Johannes 
ipsum corpus, quod erat extrinsecus, tangens manum suam in profunda misisse 
et duritiam camis nuUo modo reluctatam esse, sed locum manui praebuisse dis- 
cipuli." Also Acta Joh. p. 319 ed. Zahn). In spite of all his polemic against 
"■liioiTii" proper, one can still perceive a "moderate docetism" in Clem. Alex., 
to which indeed certun narratives in the Canonical Gospels could not but lead. 
The so-called Apocryphal literature (Apocryphal Gospels and Acts of Apostles), 
tying on the boundary between heretical and common Christianity, and preserved 
only in scanty fragments and extensive alterations, was, it appears, thioughout 
favourable to Docetism. tint the later recensions attest that it was read in 

Even such a formulation as we find in Paul ((. g.., Rom. I. 3 f. xari a'i^JM — 
)i TviCfMi), does not seem to have been often repeated (yet see i. Clem. 32. 

It is of value to Ignatius only, who has before his mind the full Gnostic 
trast. But even to him we cannot ascribe any doctrine of two natures; for 

requires as its presupposition the perception, that the divinity and human- 
are equally essential and important for the personality of the Redeemer 
isl. Such insight, however, presupposes a measure and a direction of reflection, 
:h the earliest period did not possess. The expression "Juo a!i»tai XpiTTeG" 

appears in a fragment of Melito, whose genuineness is not, however, gener- 

recognised (see my Texte u. Unters. 1. l. a. p. 257). Even the definite 
ression for Christ, Mf fiv i/iaB ri itai Uyifiirat, was fixed only in consequence 
he Gnostic controversy. 
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the Divine dignity appeared rather, either as a gift, ^ or the 
human nature (vip^) as a veil assumed for a time, or as 
the metamorphosis of the Spirit. * The formula that Jesus 
was a mere man (t^/Ai^ ivipuyrog), was undoubtedly always, 
and from the first, regarded as offensive. ' But the converse 
formulae, which identified the person of Jesus in its essence 
with the Godhead itself, do not seem to have been rejected 

1 Hermas (Sim. V. 6. 7) describes the exaltation of Jesus thus: 7va futi ^ 

fifi i6^\i rdy iitr^^v t^q BovAtfuQ ahr^^ ivo^uKexivat. The point in question is a 
reward of grace which consists in a position of rank, (see Sim. V. 6. i). The 
same thing is manifest from the statements of the later Adoptians. (Cf. the 
teaching of Paul of Samosata). 

2 Barnabas, e, g,^ conceives it as a veil (5. 10 : (/ y^p fifj 1i^6tv iv vetpKi, ovi* 
tiv Twc of tiydpuxot ia-u^iiO'etv fixiTOvnc ecMr Brt rdv fii^Xovra fiii that ilAio¥ iftr 
fiXiTTovrtQ olfte Iffx^^ova-tv mIq r^f &kt7vuq avroG ivro^aXfiijo'eti), The formulation 
of the Christian idea in Celsus is instructive (c. Cels. VI. 69): "Since God is 
great and not easily accessible to the view, he put his spirit in a body which 
is like our own, and sent it down in order that we might be instructed by it". 
To this conception corresponds the formula : 'ipx'^^^' {(petvipoOo'Sat) iv vapKf (Bar- 
nabas, frequently; Polyc. Ep. 7. i). But some kind of transformation must also 
have been thought of (See 2. Clem. 9. 5, and Celsus IV. 18; "Either God, as 

these suppose, is really transformed into a mortal body " Apoc. Sophon. 

ed. Stem. 4. fragm. p. 10; "He has transformed himself into a man who 
comes to us to redeem us"). This conception might grow out of the formula 
vAp^ iyi¥9T0 (Ignat. ad. Eph. 7. 2. is of special importance here). One is 
almost throughout here satisfied with stating the (r&p% of Christ, that is the 
&KtiMet tQc o-apxSQt against the Heretics (so Ignatius who was already antignostic 
in his attitude). There is very seldom any mention of the humanity of Jesus. 
Barnabas (12), the author of the Didache (c. 10. 6. See my note on the pas- 
sage), and Tatian questioned the Davidic Sonship of Jesus, which was 
strongly emphasised by Ignatius; nay, Barnabas even expressly rejects the de- 
signation "Son of Man" (12. 10; V^f T^Aiv ^Itia-ofjQ^ ovx* ^'^C ^v^pu^rov iAAik d<d( 
ToG $toV, T^vifi il fv a-etpKi ^vtpu6t/Q). A docetic thought, however, lies in the 
assertion that the spiritual being Christ only assumed human flesh, however 
much the reality of the flesh may be emphasised. The passage i. Clem. 49. 6, 
is quite unique : rd ceJ/JM abroO *iiuKiv Cirip ijiiSiv 'ItfO'oCc Xpio'r^Q .... xeit rif v 
ffipxa f/9r)p r^c ^-eepx^Q iifi&v xai rifv 4'<'X^v ^^^P "^"^^ 4'v%fiv MftAv. One would fain 
believe this an interpolation; the same idea is first found in Irenseus (V. i. i). 

3 Even Hermas does not speak of Jesus as liv$ptnroQ (see Link). This de- 
signation was used by the representatives of the Adoptian Christology, only 
after they had expressed their doctrine antithetically and developed it to a 
theory, and always with a certain reservation. The "2^vdp«Toc Xpta-rbq 'Itra-aC/c" 
in I. Tim. II. 5 is used in a special sense. The expression tiv$pM7rog for Christ 
appears twice in the Ignatian Epistles (the third passage Smym. 4. 2: aifroG 
fjLi ivivvetfJLoCvroQ roG rtM/ov Mpuieov ytvofiivov, apart from the ytvotiivov^ is cri- 
tically suspicious, as well as the fourth, Eph. 7. 2. see above), in both passages, 
however, in connections which seem to modify the humanity ; see Eph. 20. i : 
olKovofiia $U rhv xcuv^v 'Mpwrov ^IifcoGv Xpiardvi Eph. 20. 2: t^ vt^ Mpuwov km 
Ci^ 6toG, 
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With the same decision. * Yet such formulae may have been 
very rare and even objects of suspicion in the leading eccle- 
siastical circles, at least until after the middle of the second 
century we can point to them only in documents which hardly 
found approbation in wide circles. The assumption of the 
existence of at least one heavenly and eternal spiritual being 
beside God, was plainly demanded by the Old Testament 



I See above p. 185 note, p. 189 note. We have no sure evidence that the later 
so-called Modalism (Monarchianism) had representatives before the last third 
of the second century; yet the polemic of Justin, Dial. 128, seems to favour the 
idea, (the passage already presupposes controversies about the personal indepen- 
dence of the pre-existent pneumatic being of Christ beside God; but one need not 
necessarily think of such controversies within the communities; Jewish notions 
might be meant, and this, according to Apol. i. 63, is the more probable). The 
judgment is therefore so difficult, because there were numerous formulae in prac- 
tical use which could be so understood^ as if Christ was to be completely iden- 
tified with the Godhead itself (see Ignat. ad £ph. 7. 2, besides Melito in Otto. 
Corp. Apol. IX. p. 419, and Noetus in the Philos. IX. 10. p. 448). These 
formulae may, in point of fact, have been so understood, here and there, by the 
rude and uncultivated. The strongest again is presented in writings whose 
authority was always doubtful: See the Gospel of the Egyptians (Epiph. H. 
62. 2), in which must have stood a statement somewhat to this effect: rov eivrov 
stvat ^rurifiec, rdv ceOrbv ilvett vibv, rdv eturbv etvett iiyiov TvsSfAXf and the Acta Joh. (ed. 
Zahn p. 220 f., 240 f. : 6 ^ct6^Q ^fi&v 6ebG i sVa-^Accfyx^^i* ^ sAeiffAwv, 6 UyioQ, 6 
xa6e(p6Q, 6 ifiiavro^^ 6 iidvoQt i s7^, ^ ^fter^/SAifro^, 6 sl^iKptvijQ, 6 HioXoQ, 6 fiij bpyt^d- 
lAsvo^t 6 T&911Q fii4,7v AeyoiiiviiQ ^ voovfiivtiQ Tpoa^opfaQ ivurepo^ xai vylnf^drspoQ vifiMv ^si^ 
^hivoVQ. In the Act. Joh. are found also prayers with the address dsi "hia-oV Xpivri 
(p. 242. 247). Even Marcion, and a part of the Montanists, — both bear witness 
to old traditions — put no value on the distinction between God and Christ, cf. 
the Apoc. Sophon. A witness to a naive Modalism is found also in the Acta 
Pionii 9 : " Quem deum colis ? Respondit : Christum. Polemon (judex) : Quid ergo ? 
iste alter est? [the co-defendant Christians had immediately before confessed God 
the Creator]. Respondit: Non; sed ipse quem et ipsi paullo ante confessi sunt; 
cf. c. 16. Yet a reasoned Modalism may perhaps be assumed here. See also 
the Martyr Acts, e.g,^ Acta Petri, Andrae, Pauli et Dionysiae i (Ruinart p. 205): 
Mfe^C oi Xptvrbv rdv ficeo't^sA '/;^0jt£<v, Urt ^Aifd/vdg 6e6Q ka-rtv xat T0<ifr^^ ovpcevoV xeu 
yiJc *«i 6ciXda-niq, "Oportet me magis deo vivo et vero, regi saeculorum om- 
nium Christo, sacrificium offerre". Act. Nicephor. 3 (p. 285). I take no note 
of the Testament of the twelve Patriarchs, out of which one can, of course, 
beautifully verify the strict Modalistic, and even the Adoptian Christology. 
But the Testamenta are not a primitive or Jewish Christian writing which Gentile 
Christians have revised, but a Jewish writing christianised at the end of the second 
century by a Catholic of Modalistic views. But he has given us a very imper- 
fect work, the Christology of which exhibits many contradictions. It is instruc- 
tive to find Modalism in the theology of the Simonians, which was partly formed 
according to Christian ideas; see Irenaeus I. 23. i, ^^hic igitur a multis quasi 
deus glorificatus est, et docuit semetipsum esse qui inter Judaeos quidem quasi 
filius apparuerit, in Samaria autem quasi pater descenderit, in reliquis vero 
gentibus quasi Spiritus Sanctus adventaverit. 
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writings, as they were understood; so that even those whose 
Christology did not require them to reflect on« that heavenly 
being were forced to recognise it. * The pneumatic Christol- 
ogy, accordingly, meets us wherever there is an earnest occu- 
pation with the Old Testament, and wherever faith in Christ 
as the perfect revealer of God, occupies the foreground, there- 
fore not in Hermas, but certainly in Barnabas, Clement, etc. 
The future belonged to this Christology, because the current 
exposition of the Old Testament seemed directly to require 
it, because it alone permitted the close connection between 
creation and redemption, because it furnished the proof that 
the world and religion rest upon the same Divine basis, 
because it was represented in the most valuable writings of 
the early period of Christianity, and finally, because it had 
room for the speculations about the Logos. On the other 
hand, no direct and natural relation to the world and to 
universal history could be given to the Adoptian Christology, 
which was originally determined eschatologically. If such a 

I That is a very important fact which clearly follows from the Shepherd. 
Even the later school of the Adoptians in Rome, and the later Adoptians in 
general, were forced to assume a divine hypostasis beside the Godhead, which 
of course sensibly threatened their Christology. The adherents of the pneumatic 
Christology partly made a definite distinction between the pre-existent Christ 
and the Holy Spirit (see, ^r.^., i. Clem. 22.1), and partly made use of formulae 
from which one could infer an identity of the two. The conceptions about 
the Holy Spirit were still quite fluctuating; whether he is a power of God, or 
personal, whether he is identical with the pre-existent Christ, or is to be distin- 
guished from him, whether he is the servant of Christ (Tatian Orat. 13), whether 
he is only a gift of God to believers, or the |eternal Son of God, was quite 
uncertain. Hermas assumed the latter, and even Origen (de princip. praef. c. 4) 
acknowledges that it is not yet decided whether or not the Holy Spirit is like- 
wise to be regarded as God's Son. The baptismal formula prevented the iden- 
tification of the Holy Spirit with the pre-existent Christ, which so readily sug- 
gested itself. But so far as Christ was regarded as a vtvmOiam, his further demarcation 
from the angel powers was quite uncertain, as the Shepherd of Hermas proves 
(though see i. Clem. 36). For even Justin, in a passage, no doubt, in which 
his sole purpose was to shew that the Christians were not U^toi, could venture 
to thrust in between God, the Son and the Spirit, the good angels as beings who 
were worshipped, and adored by the Christians (Apol. i. 6. [if the text be 
genuine and not an interpolation] ; see also the Suppl. of Athanagoras). Justin, 
and certainly most of those who accepted a pre-existence of Christ, conceived 
of it as a real pre-existence. Justin was quite well acquainted with the 
controversy about the independent quality of the power which proceeded 
from God. To him it is not merely, " Sensus, motus, affectus dei ", but a " personalis 
substantia" (Dial. 128). 
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relation, however, were added to it, there resulted formulae 
such as that of two Sons of God, one natural and eternal, 
and one adopted, which corresponded neither to the letter of 
the Holy Scriptures, nor to the Christian preaching. More- 
over, the revelations of God in the Old Testament made by 
Theophanies, must have seemed, because of this their form, 
much more exalted than the revelations made through a 
man raised to power and glory, which Jesus constantly seemed 
to be in the Adoptian Christology, Nay, even the mysterious 
personality of Melchisedec, without father or mother, might 
appear more impressive than the Chosen Servant, Jesus, who 
was born of Mary, to a mode of thought which, in order to 
make no mistake, desired to verify the Divine by outer marks. 
The Adoptian Christology, that is, the Christology which is 
most in keeping with the self-witness of Jesus (the Son as the 
chosen Servant of God) is here shewn to be unable to assure 
to the Gentile Christians thoseconceptionsof Christianity which 
they regarded as of highest value. It proved itself insufficient 
when confronted by any reflection on the relation of religion 
to the cosmos, to humanity, and to its history. It might, 
perhaps, still have seemed doubtful about the middle of the 
second century, as to which of the two opposing formulae, 
"Jesus is a man exalted to a Godlike dignity", and "Jesus is 
a divine spiritual being incarnate", would succeed in the Church. 
But one only needs to read the pieces^ of writing which re- 
present the latter thesis, and to compare them, say, with the 
Shepherd of Hermas, in order to see to which view the future 
must belong. In saying this, however, we are anticipating; 
for the Christological reflections were not yet vigorous enough 
to overcome enthusiasm and the expectation of the speedy 
end of all things, and the mighty practical tendency of the 
new religion to a holy life did not allow any theory to be- 
come the central object of attention. But, still, it is necessary 
to refer here to the controversies which broke out at a later 
period; for the pneumatic Christology forms an essential ar- 
ticle which cannot be dispensed with in the expositions of 
Barnabas, Clement and Ignatius, and Justin shews that he 



1/ 



Chap, hi.] COMMON FAITH AND BEGINNINGS OF KNOWLEDGE 1 99 

cannot conceive of a Christianity without the belief in a real 
pre-existence of Christ. On the other hand, the liturgical for- 
mulas, the prayers, etc., which have been preserved, scarcely 
ever take notice of the pre-existence of Christ. They either 
comprise statements which are borrowed from the Adoptian 
Christology, or they testify in an unreflective way to the 
Dominion and Deity of Christ. 

5. The ideas of Christ's work which were influential in the 
communities — Christ as Teacher: creation of knowledge, set- 
ting up of the new law; Christ as Saviour: creation of life, over- 
coming of the demons, forgiveness of sins committed in the 
time of error, — were by some, in conformity with Apostolic 
tradition and following the Pauline Epistles, positively con- 
nected with the death and resurrection of Christ, while others 
maintained them without any connection with these events. 
But one nowhere finds independent thorough reflections on 
the connection of Christ's saving work with the facts pro- 
claimed in the preaching, above all, with the death of the cross 
and the resurrection as presented by Paul. The reason of 
this undoubtedly is, that in the conception of the work of 
salvation, the procuring of forgiveness fell into the background, 
as this could only be connected, by means of the notion of 
sacrifice, with a definite act of Jesus, viz., with the surrender 
of his life. Consequently, the facts of the destiny of Jesus 
combined in the preaching, formed, only for the religious 
fancy, not for reflection, the basis of the conception of the 
work of Christ, and were therefore by many writers, Hermas 
for example, taken no notice of. Yet the idea of suffering 
freely accepted, of the cross and of the blood of Christ, oper- 
ated in wide circles as a holy mystery, in which the deepest 
wisdom and power of the Gospel must somehow lie con- 
cealed. * The peculiarity and uniqueness of the work of the 
historical Christ seemed, however, to be prejudiced by the 
assumption that Christ, essentially as the same person, was 
already in the Old Testament the Revealer of God. All 

I See the remarkable narrative about the cross in the frs^pnent of the Gospel 
of Peter, and in Justin, ApoL I. 55. 
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emphasis must therefore fall on this — without a technical re- 
flection which cannot be proved — that the Divine revelation 
has now, through the historical Christ, become accessible and 
intelligible to all, and that the life which was promised will 
shortly be made manifest. ^ 

I We must, above all things, be on our guard here against attributing dog- 
mas to the churches, that is to say, to the writers of this period. The differ- 
ence in the answers to the question, how far and by what means, Jesus pro- 
cured salvation was very great, and the majority undoubtedly never at all raised 
the question, being satisfied with recognising Jesus as the revealer of God's 
saving will (Didache, lo. 2: evx^pto-roGfUv vot^ frArtp Hyte, v^ip roV iy/ou ivditat- 
r^C ^ov, oZ xatTto'x^vuc'eiQ fv rcisc ttxpileui fjfA&v xaii v^ip r^C yvttvtuQ xai TfvreuQ 
xat &$xvao'/aQ, ^c iyvupto'ac iifuv hk ^l^voii roO vcui6i trov\ without reflecting 
on the fact that this saving will was already revealed in the Old Testament. 
There is nowhere any mention of a saving work of Christ in the whole Didache, 
nay, even the Kerygma about him is not taken notice of. The extensive writing 
of Hermas shews that this is not an accident. There is absolutely no mention 
here of the birth, death, resurrection, etc., of Jesus, although the author in 
Sim. v. had an occasion for mentioning them. He describes the work of Jesus 
as (i) preserving the people whom God had chosen, (2) purifying the people 
from sin, (3) pointing out the path of life and promulgating the Divine law 
(c. c. 5. 6). This work, however, seems to have been performed by the whole 
life and activity of Jesus; even to the purifying of sin the author has only added 
the words: {wti alfrdi ri^ dfiaprtetQ ahr&v SKOt^dpttrt) ToAAib xofFtAvct^ xxi fFoXXoij^ 
k6wovq vvrAifx«c (Sim. V. 6. 2). But we must further note that Hermas held 
the proper and obligatory work of Jesus to be only the preservation of the 
chosen people (from demons in the last days, and at the end), while in the other 
two articles he saw a performance in excess of his duty, and wished undoubt- 
edly to declare therewith, that the purifying from sin and the giving of the 
law, are not, strictly speaking, integral parts of the Divine plan of salvation, 
but are due to the special goodness of Jesus (this idea is explained by Moral- 
ism). Now, as Hermas, and others, saw the saving activity of Jesus in his 
whole labours, others saw salvation given and assured in the moment of Jesus' 
entrance into the world, and in his personality as a spiritual being become flesh. 
This mystic conception, which attained such wide-spread recognition later on, 
has a representative in Ignatius, if one can at all attribute clearly conceived 
doctrines to this emotional confessor. That something can be declared of Jesus, 
xark wtfjfia and xetrdt vApxa — this is the mystery on which the significance of 
Jesus seems to Ignatius essentially to rest, but how far is not made clear. But 
the fpA6o^ (cctfiMy vravpdi) and iyaffrAfftQ of Jesus, are to the same writer of great 
significance, and by forming paradoxical formuke of worship, and turning to 
account reminiscences of Apostolic sayings, he seems to wish to base the whole 
salvation brought by Christ, on his suffering and resurrection (see Lightfoot on 
£ph. inscr. Vol. II, p. 25). In this connection also he here and there regards 
all articles of the Kerygma as of fundamental significance. At all events, we 
have in the Ignatian Epistles the first attempt in the post-Apostolic literature, 
to connect all the theses of the Kerygma about Jesus, as closely as possible with 
the benefits which he brought. But only the will of the writer is plain here, all else 
is confused, and what is mainly felt is, that the attempt to conceive the bless- 
ings of salvation as the fruit of the sufferings and resurrection, has deprived 
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As to the facts of the history of Jesus, the real and the 
supposed, the circumstance that they formed the ever repeat- 

them of their definiteness and clearness. In proof we may adduce the following : 
If we leave out of account the passages in which Ignatius speaks of the neces- 
sity of repentance for the Heretics, or the Heathen, and the possibility that their 
sins may be forgiven (Philad. 3. 2:8. i ; Smyrn. 4. i : 5. 3 ; Eph. 10. i), there 
remains only one passage in which the forgiveness of sin is mentioned, and that 
only contains a traditional formula (Smyrn. 7. i : o"4pJ 'Ii/o-oi/ XptvroVt m vvip r&v 
ifietprtSy ^fjL&v ^a&oVo'Ci), The same writer, who is constantly speaking of the 
7<^do( and ^ao'T^o'tc of Christ, has nothing to say, to the communities to which 
he writes, about the forgiveness of sin. Even the concept "sin", apart from 
the passages just quoted, appears only once, viz., Eph. 14. 2: ovhtf ^(o-rtv 
tTayytK^diitvoQ dficcpr^vtt. Ignatius has only once spoken to a community about 
repentance (Smyrn. 9. i). It is characteristic that the summons to repentance 
runs exactly as in Hennas and 2. Clem., the conclusion only being peculiarly 
Ignatian. It is different with Barnabas, Clement and Polycarp. They (See I . Clem. 
7. 4:12. 7 : 21. 6 : 49. 6; Bam. 5. i ff.) place the forgiveness of sin procured by 
Jesus in the foreground, connect it most definitely with the death of Christ, and in 
some passages seem to have a conception of that connection, which reminds us of 
Paul. But this just shews that they are dependent here on Paul (or on 1st. Peter), 
and on a closer examination we perceive that they very imperfectly understand 
Paul, and have no independent insight into the series of ideas which they reproduce. 
That is specially plain in Clement. For, in the first place, he everywhere passes 
over the resurrection (he mentions it only twice, once as a guarantee of our own 
resurrection, along with the Phoenix and other guarantees 24. i, and then 
as a means whereby the Apostles were convinced that the kingdom of God 
will come 42. 3). In the second place, he in one passage declares that the 
X^P*Q f^treivo/ccc was communicated to the world through the shedding of Christ's 
blood. (7. 4). But this transformation of the li^Bo-tQ dfjutprt&v into X^P*^ fAtrec- 
vo/etQ, plainly shews that Clement had merely taken over from tradition the spe- 
cial estimate of the death of Christ as procuring salvation; for it is meaningless 
to deduce the x^P'^ iitravofct^ from the blood of Christ. Barnabas testifies more 
plainly that Christ behoved to offer the vessel of his spirit as a sacrifice for 
our sins (4. 3 : 5. i), nay, the chief aim of his letter is to harmonise the correct 
understanding of the cross, the blood, and death of Christ in connection with 
baptism, the forgiveness of sin, and sanctification (application of the idea of 
sacrifice). He also unites the death and resurrection of Jesus (5. 6: ahrl^ ^l 
Yvot xarapyi^o'^i rdv ^^votrov xec) rijv mk VBKpSiv hfAvravtv ^f/|)f, \irt Iv a-apKi *4in 
avrhv (pavspuQiivest, vvSiJtttvsv, Vvce xat ro7c fearpAvtv rviv IxayyBhiav &7Foi^ Koti tfvrdc 
iavrlfi rdv Aadv rdv xcttvhv iroiiA^^uv 87ri$8f^\it M r^i y^Q Hv, Uri rifv &vAa'reta-iv 
ffvrdc fFon^vuQ xpiveT): but the significance of the death of Christ is for him at 
bottom, the fact that it is the fulfilment of prophecy. But the prophecy is related, 
above all, to the significance of the tree, and so Barnabas on one occasion says 
with admirable clearness (5. 13): etvr^Q J J ^d«Aiftf-»v oJ?r« vetUlr 'iht yotp 7vu «t< 
|t/A0(/ T^d)}. The notion which Barnabas entertains of the ff^p^ of Christ sug- 
gests the supposition that he could have given up all reference to the death of 
Christ, if it had not been transmitted as a fact, and predicted in the Old Testa- 
ment. Justin shews still less certainty. To him also, as to Ignatius, the cross 
(the death) of Christ is a great, nay, the greatest mystery, and he sees all things 
possible in it (see Apol. i. 35, 55). He knows further, as a man acquainted 
with the Old Testament, how to borrow from it very many points of view for 
the significance of Christ's death, (Christ the sacrifice, the Paschal lamb; the 
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ed proclamation about Christ gave them an extraordinary 
significance. In addition to the birth, from the Holy Spirit 
and the Virgin, the death, the resurrection, the exaltation to 
the right hand of God, and the coming again, there now ap- 
peared more definitely the ascension to heaven, and also, though 
more uncertainly, the descent into the kingdom of the dead: 
The belief that Jesus ascended into heaven forty days after 
the resurrection, gradually made way against the older con- 
ception, according to which resurrection and ascension really 
coincided, and against other ideas which maintained a lon- 
ger period between the two events. That probably is the 
result of a reflection which sought to distinguish the first 
from the later manifestations of the exalted Christ, and it is of 
the utmost importance, as the beginning of a demarcation of 
the times. It is also very probable that the acceptance of an 
actual ascensus in coslum, not a mere assumption was favourable 
to the idea of an actual descent of Christ de ccelo, therefore 
to the pneumatic Christology and vice versa. But there is 
also closely connected with the ascensus in coslunt, the notion 
of a descensus ad inferna, which commended itself on the ground 
of Old Testament prediction. In the first century, however, 
it still remained uncertain, lying on the borders of those pro- 
ductions of religious fancy which were not able at once to 
acquire a right of citizenship in the communities. ^ 

death of Christ the means of redeeming men; death as the enduring of the 
curse for us; death as the victory over the devil; see Dial. 44, 90, 91, iii, 
134). But in the discussions which set forth in a more intelligible way the 
significance of Christ, definite facts from the history have no place at all, and 
Justin nowhere gives any indication of seeing in the death of Christ more than 
the mystery of the Old Testament, and the confirmation of its trustworthiness. 
On the other hand, it cannot be mistaken that the idea of an individual right- 
eous man being able effectively to sacrifice himself for the whole, in order 
through his voluntary death to deliver them from evil, was not unknown to 
antiquity. Origen (c. Celsum. i. 31) has expressed himself on this point in a 
very instructive way. The purity and voluntariness of him who sacrifices him- 
self are here the main things. Finally, we must be on our guard against sup- 
posing that the expressions vtrmpiet, &%oKirpt»vi^ and the like, were as a rule 
related to the deliverance from sin. In the superscription of the Epistle from 
Lyons, for example, (Euseb. H. E. V. I. 3: oi ahritv t^q i^o?^vTpua'tuQ iiiu¥ fchrDt 
Kcti tATfia *j^%ovT«c) the future redemption is manifestly to be understood by 

I On the Ascension, see my edition of the Apost. Fathers I. 2. p. 138. 
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One can plainly see that the articles contained in the Kerygma 
were guarded, and defended in their reality {%ctT ixijtsictv) by 
the professional teachers of the Church, against sweeping at- 
tempts at explaining them away, or open attacks on them. * 
But they did not yet possess the value of dogmas, for they 
were neither put in an indissoluble union with the idea of 
salvation, nor were they stereotyped in their extent, nor were 
fixed limits set to the imagination in the concrete delineation 
and conception of them. * 



Paul knows nothing of an Ascension, nor is it mentioned by Clement, Ignatius, 
Hennas, or Polycarp. In no case did it belong to the earliest preaching. Resur- 
rection and sitting at the right hand of God are frequently united in the for- 
mulae (Eph. I. 20: Acts] II. 32 ff.). According to Luke XXIV. 51, and Bam. 
15. 9, the ascension into heaven took place on the day of the resurrection 
(probably also according to Joh. XX. 17; see also the fragment of the Gosp. 
of Peter), and is hardly to be thought of as happening but once. (Joh. III. 
13: VI. 62; see also Rom. X. 6f.; Eph. IV. Qf.; i. Pet. III. 19 f.; very 
instructive for the origin of the notion). According to the Valentinians and 
Ophites, Christ ascended into heaven 18 months after the resurrection (Iren. I. 
3. 2: 30. 14), according to the Ascension of Isaiah 545 days (ed. Dillmann. 
PP* 43' 57 etc.), according to Pistis Sophia ii years after the resurrection. The 
statement that the Ascension took place 40 days after the resurrection is first 
found in the Acts of the Apostles. The position of the iv«Aif|t£^dif ev i61;\i, in 
the fragment of an old Hymn, i. Tim. III. 16, is worthy of note,' in so far as 
it follows the iS^fi ^yyi^oiQ^ ixtip^x^^ ^^ "S&vgg'tv, Ifrtm^^vi kv jUrfiajt, Justin 
speaks very frequently of the Ascension into heaven (see also Aristides). It is 
to him a necessary part of the preaching about Christ. On the descent into 
hell, see the collection of passages in my edition of the Apost. Fathers, III. 
p. 232. It is important to note, that it is found already in the Gospel of Peter 
(cxifpv|ac ToTc KotfiufiivoiQi va/), and that even Marcion recognised it (in Iren. I. 
27. 3), as well as the Presbyter of Irenseus (IV. 27. 2) and Ignatius (ad Magn. 
9. 3), see also Celsus in Orig. II. 43. The witnesses to it are very numerous, 
see Huidekoper, ^^ The belief of the first three centuries concerning Christ's Mis- 
sion to the under-world." New York. 1876. 

1 See the Pastoral Epistles, and the Epistles of Ignatius and Polycarp. 

2 The "facts" of the history of Jesus were handed down to the following 
period as mysteries predicted in the Old Testament, but the idea of sacrifice 
was specially attached to the death of Christ, certainly without any closer 
definition. It is very noteworthy that in the Romish baptismal confession, the 
Davidic Sonship of Jesus, the baptism, the descent into the under-world, and 
the setting up of a glorious Kingdom on the earth, are not mentioned. These 
articles do not appear even in the parallel confessions which began to be 
formed. The hesitancy that yet prevailed here with regard to details, is manifest 
from the fact, for example, that instead of the formula, "Jesus was bom of 
(«x) Mary," is found the other, "He was bom through (iik) Mary (see Justin 
Apol. I. 22. 31-33. 54. 63; Dial. 23, 43, 45, 48, 57, 54, 63, 66, 75, 85, 87, 
100, 105, 120, 127). Iren. (I. 7. 2) and TertuU. (de came 20) first contested 
the it» against the Valentinians. 
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§ 7. The Worships the Sacred Ordinances^ and the 
Organisation of the Churches. 

It is necessary to examine the original forms of the worship 
and constitution, because of the importance which they acquired 
in the following period even for the development of doctrine. 

I. In accordance with the purely spiritual idea of God, it 
was a fixed principle that only a spiritual worship is well 
pleasing to Him, and that all ceremonies are abolished, 7v« h 
Kxtvhg yofioq rov xvphu vifiav ^Itj^ou XptvrSu fiii ivipaTroTrolifTov HxV 
T^v irpo7^opiy. * But as the Old Testament and the Apostolic 
tradition made it equally certain that the worship of God is 
a sacrifice, the Christian worship of God was set forth under 
the aspect of the spiritual sacrifice. In the most general sense 
it was conceived as the offering of the heart and of obedience, 
as well as the consecration of the whole personality, body and 
soul (Rom. XIII. i) to God. ^ Here, with a change of the 
figure, the individual Christian and the whole community were 
described as a temple of God. * In a more special sense, 
prayer as thanksgiving and intercession, * was regarded as the 
sacrifice which was to be accompanied, without constraint 
or ceremony, by fasts and acts of compassionate love. * Finally, 

1 This was strongly emphasised; see my remarks on Bam. 2. 3. The Jewish 
cultus is often brought very close to the heathen, by Gentile Christian writers. 
Praed. Petri (Clem. Strom. VI. 5. 41): KatvH^ rbv d$h h^ roV XptvraV a-e^di^s&x. 
The statement in Joh. IV. 24, TvtGfAct 6 tff^c* ^cett rov^ yrpoa-xvvoVvTaQ ccvrbv h 
fevt^liart xat iAifd«/<jK hi vrpoa-xwelv, was for long the guiding principle for the 
Christian worship of God. 

2 Ps. LI. 19, is thus opposed to the ceremonial system (Bam. 2. 10). Poly- 
carp consumed by fire is (Mart. 14. i) compared to a xp/^c exfoniiAOQ ex fisy^Kov 
iroiiivhv etQ ^poa-^op^v^ d^oxcc^rui^a iexrbv r^ h^ ^rotfjuta-fAsvov. 

3 See Bam. 6. 15: 16. 7-9; Tatian Orat. 15; Ignat. ad Eph. 9. 15; Herm. 
Mand. V. etc. The designation of Christians as priests is not often found. 

4 Justin, Apol. I. 9: Dial. 117: '^Ort fih oZv xeti ihxeu xxi evxceptrrfat, vt6 
r&v i^/uv yivdfisvaif t'ihuat fA6v»t xat tv^pto'rof titri r$ d<^ ^var/cet, xeti avr6(; 
^iffc/; see also still the later Fathers: Clem. Strom. VII. 6. 31: ^/ttsTc h^ 
etfx^ii TtfiSifztv rdv dsbv, xai reevrtiv rifv 6va'/av &p(<FTiiv, xui dytur^rtiv fitr^ $txcu' 
oavvtii ^vufrsfAfToiJLSv r^ lixet(^ ^6ytp„ Iren. III. 18. 3. Ptolem. ad Floram. 3 : Trpoo'^op^Q 
fFpoa-^spttv vpoa-sTo^ty fifitv 6 o'urilip, ^AA2k ot/xi f^Q ^<' i^dyoiv ^uuv ^ to^tuv r&v 
QufiiaiJL^Tuv ^AA^ ilk wtvfieertx^v etlvav xai io%&v xcti tvx»pf^TfxQ xat itit rifc th 
rovQ 7Aif9'/ov xotvuvfaq xat evvot^ecQ. 

5 The Jewish regulations about fastings, together with the Jewish system of 
sacrifice were rejected: but on the other hand, in virtue of words of the Lord, 
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prayers offered by the worshipper in the public worship of 
the community, and the gifts brought by them, out of which 
were taken the elements for the Lord's supper, and which were 
used partly in the common meal, and partly in support of 
the poor, were regarded as sacrifice in the most special sense 
(wpoa^opi^ iupx). * For the following period, however, it became 
of the utmost importance, (i) that the idea of sacrifice ruled 
the whole worship, (2) that it appeared in a special manner 
in the celebration of the Lord's supper, and consequently 
invested that ordinance with a new meaning, {3) that the sup- 
port of the poor, alms, especially such alms as had been gained 
by prayer and fasting, was placed under the category of sacri- 
fice (Heb. Xin. 16); for this furnished the occasion for giving 
the widest application to the idea of sacrifice, and thereby 
substituting for the original Semitic Old Testament idea of 
sacrifice with its spiritual interpretation, the Greek idea with 
its interpretation. ^ It may, however, be maintained, that the 

fasts were looked upon as a necessary accompaniment of prayer, and definite 
arrangements were already made for them (see Barn. 3; Didache 8; Herm. Sim. 
v. I ff). The fast is to have a special value from the fact that whatever one 
saved by means of it, is to be given to the poor (see Hermas and Aristides 
Apol. 15; ^^And if any one among the Christians is poor and in want, and 
they have not overmuch of the means of life, they fast two or three days, in 
order that they may provide those in need with the food they require"). The 
statements of James. I. 27: ^p^vxtia xa^etpic xeu ifjUavTOQ vetpk r^ li^ xcti Tar pi 
aVni itf-r/v, iyrtviUxTta'dect 6p^otv6vQ xai X^P^^ ^^ "^9 ^^i^^tt alfr&v, was again and 
again inculcated in diverse phraseology (Polycarp. Ep. 4. called the Widows 
dva'taa'Tiiptov of the community). Where moralistic views preponderated, as in 
Hermas and 2. Clement, good works were already valued in detail; prayers, 
fasts, alms, appeared separately, and there was already introduced, especially 
under the influence of the so-called deutero-canonical writings of the Old Testa- 
ment, the idea of a special meritoriousness of certain performances, in fasts and 
alms (see 2. Clem. 16. 4). Still, the idea of the Christian moral life as a 
whole, occupied the foreground (see Didache cc. 1-5), and the exhortations to 
love God and one's neighbour, which, as exhortations to a moral life, were 
brought forward in every conceivable relation, supplemented the general summons 
to renounce the world, just as the official diaconate of the churches origin- 
ating in the cultus, prevented the decomposition of them into a society of 
ascetics. 

1 For details, see below in the case of the Lord's Supper. It is specially 
important that even charity, through its union>iwith the cultus, appeared as sac- 
rificial worship (see. e, ^.,^Polyc. Ep. 4. 3). m 

2 The idea of sacrifice adopted by the Gentile Christian communities, was 
that which was expressed in individual prophetic sayings, and in the Psalms, a 
spiritualising of the Semitic Jewish sacrificial ritual, which, however, had not 
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changes imposed on the Christian religion by Catholicism, are 
at no point so obvious and far-reaching, as in that of sacri- 
fice, and especially in the solemn ordinance of the Lord's 
supper, which was placed in such close connection with the 
idea of sacrifice. 

2. When in the "Teaching of the Apostles," which may 
be regarded here as a classic document, the discipline of life 
in accordance with the words of the Lord, Baptism, the order 
of fasting and prayer, especially the regular use of the Lord's 
prayer, and the Eucharist are reckoned the articles on which 
the Christian community rests, and when the common Sunday 
offering of a sacrifice made pure by a brotherly disposition, 
and the mutual exercise of discipline are represented as deci- 
sive for the stability of the individual community, * we per- 
ceive that the general idea of a pure spiritual worship of God 
has nevertheless been realised in definite institutions, and that, 
above all, it has included the traditional 'sacred ordinances, 
and adjusted itself to them as far as that was possible. ^ This 
could only take effect under the idea of the symbolical, and 
therefore this idea was most firmly attached to these ordinan- 
ces. But the symbolical of that time is not to be considered 
as the opposite of the objectively real, but as the mysterious, 
the God produced (fiuaTiipiov), as contrasted with the natural, 
the profanely clear. As to Baptism, which was administered 
in the name of the Father, Son and Spirit, though Cyprian, 
Ep. 73. 16-18, felt compelled to oppose the custom of baptising 
in the name of Jesus, we noted above (Chap. IIL p. 161 f.) 
that it was regarded as the bath of regeneration, and as renewal 
of life, inasmuch as it was assumed, that by it the sins of the 



altogether lost its original features. The entrance of Greek ideas of sacrifice 
cannot be traced before Justin. Neither was there as yet any reflection as to 
the connection of the sacrifice of the church with the sacrifice of Christ upon 
the cross. 

1 See my Texte und Unters. z. Gesch. d. Altchristl. Lit. II. i. 2. p. 88 ff. 
p. I37fr. 

2 There neither was a "doctrine" of Baptism and the Lord's Supper, nor was 
there any inner connection presupposed between these holy actions. They were 
here and there placed together as actions by the Lord. 
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past state of blindness were blotted out. ^ But as faith was 
looked upon as the necessary condition, * and as on the other 
hand, the forgiveness of the sins of the past was in itself 
deemed worthy of God,* the asserted specific result of baptism 
remained still very uncertain, and the hard tasks which it 
imposed, might seem more important than the merely retrospec- 
tive gifts which it proffered. * Under such circumstances the 
rite could not fail to lead believers about to be baptized, to 
attribute value here to the mysterious as such. * But that 
always creates a state of things which not only facilitates, but 
positively prepares for the introduction of new and strange 
ideas. For neither fancy nor reflection can long continue in 
the vacuum of mystery. The names tr^PpAyU and (parivfii^, which 
at that period came into fashion for baptism, are instructive, 
inasmuch as neither of them is a direct designation of the 
presupposed effect of baptism, the forgiveness of sin, and as, 
besides, both of them evince a Hellenic conception. Baptism 



1 Melito, Fragm. XII. (Otto, Corp. Apol. IX. p. 418). A^o vvvio'Tti r^ li^io'tv 

2 There is no sure trace of infant baptism in this epoch; personal faith is a 
necessary condition (see Hermas, Vis. III. 7. 3; Justin, Apol. i. 61). ^^Priusest 
prsedicare posterius tinguere*' (TertuU. de bapt. 14). 

3 On the basis of repentance. See Praed. Petri in Clem. Strom. VI. 5. 43, 48. 

4 See especially the second Epistle of Clement; TertuU. de bapt. 15: "Felix 
aqua quae semel abluit, quae ludibrio peccatoribus non est''. 

5 The sinking and rising in baptism, and the immersion, were regarded as 
significant, but not indispensable symbols, (see Didache. 7). The most important 
passages for baptism are Didache 7: Bam. 6. ii: 11. I. 1 1 (the connection in 
which the cross of Christ is here placed to the water is important; the tertium 
comp. is that forgiveness of sin is the result of both); Herm. Vis. III. 3, Sim. 
IX. 16, Mand IV. 3 (iripa lurAvotet oltK ^ivrtv si iiij iKgfvn, Brt tU ^^oap xartfififitv 
KM k^dfiofiiv li^to'tv dfieepri&v ^fi&v r&v vporipm)\ 2 Clem. 6. 9 : 7. 6 : 8. 6. Peculiar is 
Ignat. ad Polyc. 6. 2: rd ^Afrrtviut vfinv fisvir^ &q Hv}m, Specially important 
is Justin, Apol. I. 61. 65. To this also belongs many passages from Tertullian's 
treatise " de bapt " ; a Gnostic baptismal hymn in the third psuedo-Solomonic ode 
in the Pistis Sophia, p. 131 ed. Schwartze; Marcion's baptismal formula in Ir- 
enaeus i. 21. 3. It clearly follows from the seventh chapter of the Didache, 
that its author held that the pronouncing of the sacred names over the baptised, 
and over the water, was essential, but that immersion was not; see the thorough 
examination of this passage by Schaff, ^^The oldest church manual called the 
teaching of the twelve Apostles" p. 29-57. The controversy about the nature 
of John's baptism in its relation to Christian baptism, is very old in Christen- 
dom, see also TertuU. "de bapt". 10. Tertullian sees in John's baptism only 
a baptism to repentance, not to forgiveness. 
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in being called the seal, * is regarded as the guarantee of a 
blessing, not as the blessing itself, at least the relation to it 
remains obscure ; in being called enlightenment, * it is placed 
directly under an aspect that is foreign to it. It would be 
different if we had to think of ^uTiO'fiig as a gift of the Holy 
Spirit, which is given to the baptised, as real principle of a 
new life and miraculous powers. But the idea of a necessary 
union of baptism with a miraculous communication of the 
Spirit, seems to have been lost very early, or to have become 
uncertain, the actual state of things being no longer favourable 
to it ; * at any rate, it does not explain the designation of 
baptism as ^urtgfiig. 

I In Hennas and 2. Clement. The expression probably arose from the lan- 
guage of the mysteries: see Appuleius, de Magia 55: ^^Sacrorum pleraque initia 
in Grsecia participavi. Eorum qusedam signa et monumenta tradita mihi a 
sacerdotibus sedulo conservo." Ever since the Gentile Christians conceived bap- 
tism (and the Lord's supper) according to the mysteries, they were of course 
always surprised by the parallel with the mysteries themselves. That begins 
with Justin. TertuUian, de bapt. 5, says : " Sed enim nationes extraneae, ab omni 
intellectu spiritalium potestatum eadem efficacia idolis suis subministrant. Sed 
viduis aquis sibi mentiuntur. Nam et sacris quibusdam per lavacrum initiantur, 
Isidis alicujus aut Mithrse; ipsos etiam deos suos lavationibus eiferunt. Ceterum 
villas, domos, templa totasque urbes aspergine circumlatse aquse expiant passim. 
Certe ludis ApoUinaribus et Eleusiniis tinguuntur, idque se in regenerationem 
et impunitatem periuriorum suorum agere prsesumunt. Item penes veteres, quis- 
quis se homicidio infecerat, purgatrices aquas explorabat." De praeser. 40: 
"Diabolus ipsas quoque res sacramentorum divinorum idolorum mysteriis aemu- 
latur. Tingit et ipse quosdam, utique credentes et fideles suos; expositionem 
delictorum de lavacro repromittit, et si adhuc memini, Mithras signat illic in 
frontibus milites suos, celebrat et panis oblationem et imaginem resurrectionis 
inducit .... summum pontificem in unius nuptiis statuit, habet et virgines, habet 
et continentes." The ancient notion, that matter has a mysterious influence on 
spirit, came very early into vogue in connection with baptism. We see that from 
TertuUian's treatise on baptism and his speculations about the power of the 
water (c. I ff.). The water must, of course, have been first consecrated for this 
purpose (that is, the demons must be driven out of it). But then it is holy 
water with which the Holy Spirit is united, and which is able really to cleanse 
the soul. See Hatch, "The influence of Greek ideas, etc.," p. 19. The conse- 
cration of the water is certainly very old: though we have no definite witnesses 
from the earliest period. Even for the exorcism of the baptised before baptism 
I know of no earlier witness them the Sentent. LXXXVII episcoporum (Hartel. 
Opp. Cypr. I. p. 450, No. 37: "primo per manus impositionem in exorcismo, 
secundo per baptismi regenerationem." 

2 Justin is the first who does so (I. 61). The word comes from the Greek 
mysteries. On Justin's theory of baptism, see also I. 62. and Von Engelhardt, 
" Christenthum Justin's," p. 102 f. 

3 Paul unites baptism and the communication of the Spirit; but they were 
very soon represented apart, see the accounts in the Acts of the Apostles, 
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As regards the Lord's Supper, the most important point is 
that its celebration became more and more the central point, 
not only for the worship of the Church, but for its very life 
as a Church. The form of this celebration, the common meal, 
made it appear to be a fitting expression of the brotherly 
unity of the community (on the public confession before the 
meal, see Didache, 14, and my notes on the passage). The 
prayers which it included presented themselves as vehicles 
for bringing before God, in thanksgiving and intercession, every 
thing that affected the community; and the presentation of 
the elements for the holy ordinance was naturally extended 
to the offering of gifts for the poor brethren, who in this way 
received them from the hand of God himself. In all these 
respects, however, the holy ordinance appeared as a sacrifice 
of the community, and indeed, as it was also named, £u;^fltp/o-T/«, 
a sacrifice of thanksgiving. ^ As an act of sacrifice, all the 

which are certainly very obscure, because the author has evidently never him- 
self observed the descent of the Spirit, or anything like it. The ceasing of 
special manifestations of the Spirit in and after baptism, and the enforced re- 
nunciation of seeing baptism accompanied by special shocks, must be regarded 
as the first stage in the sobering of the churches. 

I The idea of the whole transaction of the Supper as a sacrifice, is plainly 
found in the Didache, (c. 14), in Ignatius, and, above all, in Justin (I. 65 f.). 
But even Clement of Rome presupposes it, when in (cc. 40-44) he draws a 
parallel between bishops and deacons and the Priests and Levites of the Old 
Testament, describing as the chief function of the former (44. 4) vpov^ipniy rk 
i&pct. This is not the place to enquire whether the first celebration had, in 
the mind of its founder, the character of a sacrificial meal; but, certainly, the 
idea, as it was already developed at the time of Justin, had been created by 
the churches. Various reasons tended towards seeing in the Supper a sacrifice. 
In the first place, Malachi. i. 11, demanded a solemn Christian sacrifice: see 
my notes on Didache, 14. 3 • In the second place, all prayers were regarded 
as sacrifice, and therefore the solemn prayers at the Supper must be specially 
considered as such. In the third place, the words of institution roGro fpomrs, 
contained a command with regard to a definite religious action. Such an action, 
however, could only be represented as a sacrifice, and this the more, that the 
Gentile Christians might suppose that they had to understand to/cTv in the sense 
of ^Cttv. In the fourth place, payments in kind were necessary for the " agapae " 
connected with the Supper, out of which were taken the bread and wine for 
the Holy celebration; in what other aspect could these offerings in the worship 
be regarded than as fppo&^opai for the purpose of a sacrifice ? Yet the spiritual 
idea so prevailed that only the prayers were regarded as the ^vvict proper, even 
in the case of Justin (Dial. 1 1 7). The elements are only Jfip«, Tpoc^op*/, which 
obtain their value from the prayers, in which thanks are given for the gifts of 
creation and redemption, as well as for the holy meal, and entreaty is made for 



2IO HISTORY OF DOGMA [Chap. iii. 

termini technici which the Old Testament applied to sacrifice 
could be applied to it, and all the wealth of ideas which the 
Old Testament connects with sacrifice, could be transferred 
to it. One cannot say that anything absolutely foreign was 
therewith introduced into the ordinance, however doubtful it 
may be whether in the idea of its founder the meal was thought 
of as a sacrificial meal. But it must have been of the most 
wide-reaching significance, that a wealth of ideas was in this 
way connected with the ordinance, which had nothing what- 
ever in common, either with the purpose of the meal as a 
memorial of Christ's death, * or with the mysterious symbols of 
the body and blood of Christ. The result was that the one 
transaction obtained a double value. At one time it appeared 
as the Trpoff^opi and 6yvlc6 of the Church, * as the pure sacrifice 
which is presented to the great king by Christians scattered 
over the world, as they offer to him their prayers, and place 
before him again what he has bestowed in order to receive 
it back with thanks and praise. But there is no reference in 
this to the mysterious words that the bread and wine are the, 
body of Christ broken, and the blood of Christ shed for the for- 
giveness of sin. These words, in and of themselves, must have 
challenged a special consideration. They called forth the 
recognition in the sacramental action, or rather in the con- 
secrated elements, of a mysterious communication of God, a 
gift of salvation, and this is the second aspect. But on a purely 

the introduction of the community into the Kingdom of God (see Didache, 9. 
10). Therefore, even the sacred meal itself is called «&%ap<tf-T/« (Justin, Apol. 
I. 66 : *l rpo^ii ccVrii xetMHrut 'Kup* iifuv wxi*pivr(ei, Didache, 9. i : Ignat.), 
because it is rpo^iii svxcipiQTtih7^ct. It is a mistake to suppose that Justin al- 
ready understood the body of Christ to be the object of to/57v, and therefore 
thought of a sacrifice of this body (I. 66). The real sacrificial act in the Supper 
consists rather, according to Justin, only in the tvx»pta'rieiv fFotsiv^ whereby the 
xo<vdc '(kpro^ becomes the 'dpro^ rJfc svxctptvriet^. The sacrifice of the Supper in 
its essence, apart from the offering of alms, which in the practice of the Church 
was closely united with it, is nothing but a sacrifice of prayer: the sacrificial 
act of the Christian here also is nothing else than an act of prayer (see Apol. 
I. 13, 65-67; Dial. 28, 29, 41, 70, 116-118). 

1 Justin lays special stress on this purpose. On the other hand, it is wanting 
in the Supper prayers of the Didache, unless c. 9. 2 be regarded as an allu- 
sion to it. 

2 The designation ^vviu is first found in the Didache, c. 14. 
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spiritual conception of the Divine gift of salvation, the bless- 
ings mediated through the Holy Supper could only be 
thought of as spiritual (faith, knowledge, or eternal life), and 
the consecrated elements could only be recognised as the 
mysterious vehicles of these blessings. There was yet no 
reflection on the distinction between symbol and vehicle; the 
symbol was rather regarded as the vehicle, and vice versa. 
We shall search in vain for any special relation of the par- 
taking of the consecrated elements to the forgiveness of sin. 
That was made impossible by the whole current notions of 
sin and forgiveness. That on which value was put was the 
strengthening of faith and knowledge, as well as the guar- 
antee of eternal life, and a meal in which there was appro- 
priated not merely common bread and wine, but a rpo^ii 
7rv€Vfi»TiKii, seemed to have a bearing upon these. There 
was as yet little reflection; but there can be no doubt that 
thought here moved in a region bounded, on the one hand, 
by the intention of doing justice to the wonderful words of 
institution which had been handed down, and on the other 
hand, by the fundamental conviction that spiritual things can 
only be got by means of the Spirit. * There was thus at- 

I The Supper was regarded as a ^^ Sacrament " in so far as a blessing was 
represented in its holy food. The conception of the nature of this blessing as 
set forth in John VI. 27-58, appears to have been the most common. It may 
be traced back to Ignatius, ad £ph. 20. 2: 'iva Hfrov xAfiivrfc Hq Ivriv ^piiatcov 
i6»vaa'/eti, ivrfioroQ roO fiii iiFo9a¥itv, iXKk ^ijv h ^bfcroO Xftrr^ it^ irenr6^\ Cf. 
Didache, 10. 3: Mf«?y IxP^fhu TrviVfjutrtxtiv rpo^v xat Tordv kcu (f«jfv almtovi also 
10. 21 : ilfX^fiO'ToVfiiv 9-ot Cvip tiiq yvuo'ttiQ xai irirrtu^ koI idavaa-^ctQ. Justin 
Apol. I. 66: fK Ti?c rpo^iiQ ravrtiQ uJfM xat 9-^pKti xtfri f*fT«|3oAifv rpi^vrat 
MfAfiv {xariL fierufio^iliv^ that is, the holy food, like all nourishment, is completely 
transformed into our flesh; but what Justin has in view here is most probably 
the body of the resurrection. The expression, as the context shews, is chosen 
for the sake of the parallel to the incarnation). Iren. IV. 18. 5: V. 2. 2f. 
As to how the elements are related to the body and blood of Christ, Ignatius 




di4MpTi&¥ tjfifiv flradpOfl-fltv. But many passages shew that Ignatius was far from 
such a conception, and rather thought as John did. In Trail. 8. faith is described 
as the flesh, and love as the blood of Christ; in Rom. 7. in one breath the 
flesh of Christ is caUed the bread of God, and the blood iy^Tii h^apro^. In 
Philad. I. we read: atfjut 'I. Xp. ffrt^ ia-rtv x»P^ celmtoQ xa) Txp^fiovoQ, In Philad. 
5. the Gospel is called the flesh of Christ, etc. Hofling is therefore right in 
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tached to the Supper the idea of sacrifice, and of a sacred gift 
guaranteed by God. The two things were held apart, for 
there is as yet no trace of that conception, according to which 
the body of Christ represented in the bread ^ is the sacrifice 
offered by the community. But one feels almost called upon 
here to construe from the premises the later development of 
the idea, with due regard to the ancient Hellenic ideas of 
sacrifice. 

3. The natural distinctions among men, and the differences 
of position and vocation which these involve, were not to be 
abolished in the Church, notwithstanding the independence 
and equality of every individual Christian, but were to be 
consecrated : above all, every relation of natural piety was to 
be respected. Therefore the elders also acquired a special 
authority, and were to receive the utmost deference and due 

saying (Lehre v. Opfer, p. 39): ''The Eucharist is to Ignatius fl-^pj of Christ, 
as a visible Gospel, a kind of Divine institution attesting the content of ^fa-rtQ^ 
viz., belief in the o-^p^ ^a^oVa-a, an institution which is at the same time, to the 
community, a means of representing and preserving its unity in this belief." 
On the other hand, it cannot be mistaken that Justin (Apol. I. 66) presupposed 
the identity, miraculously produced by the Logos, of the consecrated bread and 
the body he had assumed. In this we have probably to recognise an influence 
on the conception of the Supper, of the miracle represented in the Greek Mys- 
teries: Olfx ^Q Kotv^v fiprov om KOtviv ^rd/jue rxSret KafA^Avofisv, <iAA' 2fv rpdTov 
itk Adyov 6to6 vcepxtnrotijdhQ 'IifO'oi/c Xpto'rhQ 6 cotr^p ^n&v Kot a-^pKce xaei ulfiet VT^p 
eemip^aQ ^(jlSSv 'Ha'xeVt oVruf xeti li^v h* ilfX^i K&yov roG 9rap* cevroV shxctpivrtf^^lvav 
rpo^^v, l{ ijfc etifjue xas ffipKSQ kot^ fieru^o^iiv rpi^ovrai ^fi&v, sks/vov roG vapnO' 
TTottj^ivTO^ ^hia-oO xai v&pKet xeu aJfia ihi^x^^l*^ ^^^^' (see Von Otto on the pas- 
sage). In the Texte u. Unters. VII. 2. p. iiyff., I have shewn that in the 
different Christian circles of the second century, water and only water was often 
used in the Supper instead of wine, and that in many regions this custom was 
maintained up to the middle of the third century (see Cypr. Ep. 63). I have 
endeavoured to make it further probable, that even Justin in his Apology describes 
a celebration of the Lord's Supper with bread and water. The latter has been 
contested by Zahn, "Bread and wine in the Lord's Supper, in the early Church," 
1892, and Jtilicher, Zur Gesch. der Abendmahlsfeier in der aeltesten Kirche 
(Abhandl. f. WeizsScker, 1892. p. 2i7ff.). 

I Ignatius calls the thankoffering the flesh of Christ, but the concept "flesh 
of Christ " is for him itself a spiritual one. On the contrary, Justin sees in the 
bread the actual flesh of Christ, but does not connect it with the idea of 
sacrifice. They are thus both as yet far from the later conception. The numer- 
ous allegories which are already attached to the Supper, (one bread equivalent 
to one community; many scattered grains bound up in the one bread, equi- 
valent to the Christians scattered abroad in the world, who are to be gathered 
together into the Kingdom of God; one altar, equivalent to one assembly of 
the community excluding private worship, etc.,) cannot as a group be adduced here. 
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obedience. But, however important the organisation that was 
based on the distinction between vpe(r^6Tepoi and vedinpoi, it 
ought not to be considered as characteristic of the Churches, 
not even where there appeared at the head of the commu- 
nity a college of chosen elders, as was the case in the 
greater communities and perhaps soon everywhere. On the 
contrary, only an organisation founded on the gifts of the 
Spirit (x»plfffi»rce), bestowed on the Church by God, * corres- 
ponded to the original peculiarity of the Christian community. 
The Apostolic age therefore transmitted a twofold organi- 
sation to the communities. The one was based on the 
haxovla tou xiyou, and was regarded as established directly 
by God; the other stood in the closest connection with the 
economy of the church, above all with the offering of gifts, and 
so with the sacrificial service. In the first were men speaking 
the word of God, commissioned and endowed by God and be- 
stowed on Christendom, not on a particular community, who 
as ivlvToXoiy wpo0^Tctt, and iiii^KaXoi had to spread the Gospel, 
that is to edify the Church of Christ. They were regarded 
as the real tjyoifisvoi in the communities, whose words given 
them by the Spirit all were to accept in faith. In the second 
were i^taxoTcoi and itixovot, appointed by the individual con- 
gregation and endowed with the charisms of leading and help- 
ing, who had to receive and administer the gifts, to perform 
the sacrificial service (if there were no prophets present), and 
take charge of the affairs of the community. * It lay in the 

1 Cf. for the following my arguments in the larger edition of the "Teaching 
of the Apostles" Chap. 5. (Texte u. Unters. II. I. 2). The numerous recent 
enquiries (Loening, Loofs, R^ville etc.) will be found referred to in Sohm's 
Kirchenrecht. Vol. I. 1892, where the most exhaustive discussions are given. 

2 That the bishops and deacons were, primarily, officials connected with the 
cultus, is most clearly seen from i Clem. 40-44, but also from the connection in 
which the 14th Chap, of the Didache stands with the 15th (see the olv 15.1) 
to which Hatch in conversation called my attention. The ^t^o^svfa, and the 
intercourse with other communities (the fostering of the "unitas") belonged, 
above all, to the affairs of the church. Here, undoubtedly, from the beginning 
lay an important part of the bishop's duties. Ramsay (" The Church in the Roman 
Empire," p. 361 ff.) has emphasised this point exclusively, and therefore one-sid- 
edly. According to him, the monarchical Episcopate sprang from the officials 
who were appointed ad hoc and for a time, for the purpose of promoting inter- 
course with other churches. 
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nature of the case that as a rule the Mo'Kovoi, as independent 
officials, were chosen from among the elders, and might thus 
coincide with the chosen irpi(T(3vT€fioi, But a very important 
development takes place in the second half of our epoch. 
The prophets and teachers — as the result of causes which 
followed the naturalising of the Churches in the world — fell 
more and more into the background, and their function, the 
solemn service of the word, began to pass over to the offi- 
cials of the community, the bishops, who already played a 
great role in the public worship. At the same time, however, 
it appeared more and more fitting to entrust one official, as 
chief leader (superintendent of public worship), with the recep- 
tion of gifts and their administration, together with the care 
of the unity of public worship, that is, to appoint one bishop 
instead of a number of bishops, leaving, however, as before, the 
college of presbyters, as icpoivrifisyoi tviq iKK}^^atxg, a kind of 
senate of the community, i Moreover, the idea of the chosen 
bishops and deacons as the antitypes of the Priests and Le- 
vites, had been formed at an early period in connection with 
the idea of the new sacrifice. But we find also the idea, which 
is probably the earlier of the two, that the prophets and 
teachers, as the commissioned preachers of the word, are the 
priests. The hesitancy in applying this important allegory 
must have been brought to an end by the disappearance of 
the latter view. But it must have been still more important 
that the bishops, or bishop, in taking over the functions of 
the old ?iaXovvTeg riv x6yovy who were not Church officials, took 

I Sohm (in the work mentioned above) seeks to prove that the monarchical 
Episcopate originated in Rome and is already presupposed by Hennas. I hold 
that the proof for this has not been adduced, and I must also in great part reject 
the bold statements which are fastened on to the first Epistle of Clement. They 
may be comprehended in the proposition which Sohm, p. 158, has placed at the 
head of his discussion of the Epistle. ^^ The first Epistle of Clement makes an 
epoch in the history of the organisation of the Church. It was destined to put 
an end to the early Christian constitution of the Church." According to Sohm 
(p. 165), another immediate result of the Epistle was a change of constitution 
in the Romish Church, the introduction of the monarchical Episcopate. That, 
however, can only be asserted, not proved ; for the proof which Sohm has endeav- 
oured to bring from Ignatius' Epistle to the Romans and the Shepherd of 
Hermas, is not convincing. 
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over also the profound veneration with which they were re- 
garded as the special organs of the Spirit. But the condition 
of the organisation in the communities about the year 140, 
seems to have been a very diverse one. Here and there, no 
doubt, the convenient arrangement of appointing only one 
bishop was carried out, while his functions had not perhaps 
been essentially increased, and the prophets and teachers were 
still the great spokesmen. Conversely, there may still have 
been in other communities a number of bishops, while the 
prophets and teachers no longer played regularly an impor- 
tant role. A fixed organisation was reached, and the Apostolic 
episcopal constitution established, only in consequence of the 
so-called Gnostic crisis, which was epoch-making in every 
respect. One of its most important presuppositions, and one 
that has struck very deep into the development of doctrine must, 
however, be borne in mind here. As the Churches traced 
back all the laws according to which they lived, and all the 
blessings they held sacred, to the tradition of the twelve 
Apostles, because they regarded them as Christian only on 
that presupposition, they also in like manner, as far as we 
can discover, traced back their organisation of presbyters, 
u e., of bishops and deacons, to Apostolic appointment. The 
notion which followed quite naturally was, that the Apostles them- 
selves had appointed the first church officials. ^ That idea may 
have found support in some actual cases of the kind, but this 
does not need to be considered here; for these cases would 
not have led to the setting up of a theory. But the point 
in question here is a theory, which is nothing else than an 
integral part of the general theory, that the twelve Apostles 
were in every respect the middle term between Jesus and 
the present Churches (see above p. 158). This conception is 
earlier than the great Gnostic crisis, for the Gnostics also 
shared it. But no special qualities of the officials, but only of 
the church itself, were derived from it, and it was believed that 
the independence and sovereignty of the Churches were in no way 

I See, above all, i. Clem. 42, 44, Acts of the Apostles, Pastoral Epistles, etc. 
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endangered by it, because an institution by Apostles was con- 
sidered equivalent to an institution by the Holy Spirit, whom 
they possessed, and whom they followed. The independence 
of the Churches rested precisely on the fact that they had 
the Spirit in their midst. The conception here briefly sketched, 
was completely transformed in the following period by the 
addition of another idea — that of Apostolic succession, * and 
then became, together with the idea of the specific priest- 
hood of the leader of the Church, the most important means 
of exalting the office above the community. * 

Supplementary. 

This review of the common faith and the beginnings of 
knowledge, worship and organisation, in the earliest Gentile 
Christianity, will have shewn that the essential premises for the 
development of Catholicism were already in existence before 
the middle of the second century, and before the burning 
conflict with Gnosticism. We may see this, whether we look 

1 This idea is Romish. See Book II. chap. n. C. 

2 We must remember here, that besides the teachers, elders, and deacons, 
the ascetics (virgins, widows, celibates, abstinentes) and the martyrs (confessors) 
enjoyed a special respect in the Churches, and frequently laid hold of the 
government and leading of them. Hermas enjoins plainly enough the duty of 
esteeming the confessors higher than the presbyters (Vis. III. i. 2). The widows 
were soon entrusted with diaconal tasks connected with the worship, and re- 
ceived a corresponding respect. As to the limits of this there was, as .we 
can gather from different passages, much disagreement. One statement in Ter- 
tullian shews that the confessors had special claims to be considered in the 
choice of a bishop (adv. Valent. 4: ''Speraverat Episcopatum Valentinus, quia 
et ingenio poterat et eloquio. Sed alium ex martyrii prserogativa loci potitum 
indignatus de ecclesia authenticae regube abrupit*'). This statement is strength- 
ened by other passages ; see TertuU. de fiiga, 11: '' Hoc sentire et facere 
omnem servum dei oportet, etiam minoris loci, ut maioris fieri possit, si quem 
gradum. in persecutionis tolerantia ascenderit ''; see Hippol. in the Arab, canons, 
and also Achelis, Texte u. Unters. VI. 4. p. 67, 220 : Cypr. Epp. 38. 39. The 
way in which confessors and ascetics, from the end of the second century, 
attempted to have their say in the leading of the Churches, and the respectful 
way in which it was sought to set their claims aside, shew that a special 
relation to the Lord, and therefore a special right with regard to the community, 
was early acknowledged to these people, on account of their achievements. 
On the transition of the old prophets and teachers into wandering ascetics, 
later into monks, see the Syriac Pseudo-Clementine Epistles de virginitate, and my 
Abhandl. i. d. Sitzungsberichten d. K. Pr. Akad. d. Wissensch. 1891. p. 361 ff. 
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at the peculiar form of the Kerygtna^ or at the expression of 
the idea of tradition, or at the theology with its moral and 
philosophic attitude. We may therefore conclude that the 
struggle with Gnosticism hastened the development, but did 
not give it a new direction. For the Greek spirit, the element 
which was most operative in Gnosticism, was already concealed 
in the earliest Gentile Christianity itself: it was the atmosphere 
which one breathed; but the elements peculiar to Gnosticism 
were for the most part rejected. * We may even go back a 
step further (see above pp. 41, 76). The great Apostle to the 
Gentiles himself, in his epistle to the Romans, and in those to the 
Corinthians, transplanted the Gospel into Greek modes of 
thought. He attempted to expound it with Greek ideas, and 
not only called the Greeks to the Old Testament and the 
Gospel, but also introduced the Gospel as a leaven into the 
religious and philosophic world of Greek ideas. Moreover, in 
his pneumatico-cosmic Christology he gave the Greeks an 
impulse towards a theologoumenon, at whose service they could 
place their whole philosophy and mysticism. He preached 
the foolishness of Christ crucified, and yet in doing so, pro- 
claimed the wisdom of the nature-vanquishing Spirit, the 
heavenly Christ. From this moment was established a develop- 
ment which might indeed assume very different forms, but in 
which all the forces and ideas of Hellenism must gradually 
pass over to the Gospel. But even with this the last word 
has not been said; on the contrary, we must remember that 
the Gospel itself belonged to the fulness of the times, which 
is indicated by the inter-action of the Old Testament and the 
Hellenic religions (see above pp. 41, 56). 

The documents which have been preserved from the first 
century of the Gentile Church are, in their relation to the 
history of Dogma, very diverse. In the Didache we have 
a Catechism for Christian life, dependent on a Jewish Greek 
Catechism, and giving expression to what was specifically Christian 



I See Weizsacker. Gott. Gel. Anz. 1886. No. 21, whose statements I can 
almost entirely make my own. 
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in the prayers, and in the order of the Churchy The Epistle 
of Barnabas, probably of Alexandrian origin, teaches the cor- 
rect. Christian, interpretation of the Old Testament, rejects 
the literal interpretation and Judaism as of the devil, and in 
Christology essentially follows Paul. The Romish first Epistle 
of Clement, which also contains other Pauline reminiscences 
(reconciliation and justification) represents the same Christol- 
ogy* but it set it in a moralistic mode of thought. This is 
a most typical writing in which the spirit of tradition, order, 
stability, and the universal ecclesiastical guardianship of Rome 
is already expressed. The moralistic mode of thought is 
classically represented by the Shepherd of Hermas, and the 
second Epistle of Clement, in which, besides, the eschatologi- 
cal element is very prominent. We have in the Shepherd 
the most important document for the Church Christianity of 
the age, reflected in the mirror of a prophet who, however, 
takes into account the concrete relations. The theology of 
Ignatius is the most advanced, in so far as he, opposing the 
Gnostics, brings the facts of salvation into the foreground, 
and directs his Gnosis not so much to the Old Testament as 
to the history of Christ. He attempts to make Christ jc«r« 
TTvevfAct and xxra (rapjcct the central point of Christianity. In this 
sense his theology and speech is Christocentric, rels^ted to 
that of Paul and the fourth Evangelist, (specially striking is 
the relationship with Ephesians), and is strongly contrasted 
with that of his contemporaries. Of kindred spirit with him 
are Melito and Irenaeus, whose forerunner he is. He is related 
to them as Methodius at a later period was related to the 
classical orthodox theology of the fourth and fifth centuries. 
This parallel is appropriate, not merely in point of form: it 
is rather one and the same tendency of mind which passes 
over from Ignatius to Melito, Irenaeus, Methodius, Athanasius, 
Gregory of Nyssa (here, however, mixed with Origenic elements), 
and to Cyril of Alexandria. Its characteristic is, that not 
only does the person of Christ as the God-man form the cen- 
tral point and sphere of theology, but also that all the main points 
of his history are mysteries of the world's redemption. (Ephes. 
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19.) But Ignatius is also distinguished by the fact, that behind 
all that is enthusiastic, pathetic, abrupt, and again all that 
pertains to liturgical form, we find in his epistles a true devotion 
to Christ (i teig fiov). He is laid hold of by Christ: Cf. Ad. 
Rom. 6: ixslvov ^sfro;, rh vTrip vlfAav iTToiavivrx, hstvov HxoHf 
rhv ii' tifiig ivotvriyra^ Rom. 7: i ifihg ipa^ hrxiparcit kx) ovk 
ivriv iv i(Ao) Tvp 0iXovXov. As a sample of his theological speech 
and his rule of faith, see ad. Smyrn. i : Mtiva ifiib xxTijpTivfAivovc 
iv ixi¥iiT(p 9r/Vr£/t S^^rep KotitiXafAivovg iv r^ vrcivp^ rod xuplov 
^Itftroij XpivTCV 7»pkI re tt») nveufixrt xa) ijipavfiivoy^ iv iyiwifi iv 
rS atfiXTi Xp/OToD, ^evX}jpo0op}ifiivovg elg riv xvplov ^fiuv, dXijiSg 
SvTx ix yivovg ^a(3)i xxr» (ripxx, vihv Sgov xxrk tiXtifAX xa) ivvxfAiv 
ieou, yiytvfifJt,ivov iX^fiag ix vxpdivouj (Sifixwrtiffiivov vTri *ladvvoVj 
7vx TT^iipoiif vivx iixxiovvvij vw* xirov^ i\}fdag ifr) Uovrlov UiXirov 
xx) *Hp£iov rerpxpxov xxi^XapUvov xmlp fjfiav iv vxpxl — «(})* oS 
xxp^ov iifihq^ xvi rov tsofixxxplrou xiroti yriioug — fvx &p^ o'ivinj' 
(lov sU Tov^ x\avxq iii rfjg ivx^rxvsag eU rohq iyloug xx) iriTrobg 
xirov iln iv 'lovixlotg iln iv HSve^iv iv iv) v&iAxri Ttjg ixx^ti^lxg 
xiroii. The Epistle of Polycarp is characterised by its depen- 
dence on earlier Christian writings (Epistles of Paul. i. Peter. 
I. John), consequently, by its conservative attitude with regard 
to the most valuable traditions of the Apostolic period. The 
Kerygma of Peter exhibits the transition from the early Christian 
literature to the apologetic (Christ as viyi^oq and as \iyog). 

It is manifest that the lineage, "Ignatius, Polycarp, Melito, 
Irenaeus", is in characteristic contrast with all others, has 
deep roots in the Apostolic age, as in Paul and in the Johan- 
nine writings, and contains in germ important factors of the 
future formation of dogma, as it appeared in Methodius, Atha- 
nasius, Marcellus, Cyril of Jerusalem. It is very doubtful 
therefore, whether we are justified in speaking of an Asia 
Minor theology. (Ignatius does not belong to Asia Minor). 
At any rate, the expression, Asia Minor-Romish Theology, has 
no justification. But it has its truth in the correct observa- 
tion, that the standards by which Christianity and Church 
matters were measured and defined, must have been similar 
in Rome and Asia Minor during the second century. We 
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lack all knowledge of the closer connections. We can 
only again refer to the journey of Polycarp to Rome, to 
that of Irenaeus by Rome to Gaul, to the journey of Abercius 
and others (cf. also the application of the Montanist commu- 
nities in Asia Minor for recognition by the Roman bishop). 
In all probability, Asia Minor, along with Rome, was the spi- 
ritual centre of Christendom from about 60-200; but we have 
but few means for describing how this centre was brought to 
bear on the circumference. What we do know belongs more to 
the history of the Church than to the special history of dogma. 
Literature. — The writings of the so-called Apostolic Fathers. 
See the edition of v. Gebhardt, Harnack, Zahn. 1876. Hil- 
genfeld, Nov. Test, extra Can. recept. fasc. IV. 2 edit. 1884, 
has collected further remains of early Christian literature. The 
Teaching of the twelve Apostles. Fragments of the Gospel 
and Apocalypse of Peter (my edition, 1893). Also the writings 
of Justin and other apologists, in so far as they give disclo- 
sures about the faith of the communities of his time, as well 
as statements in Celsus *AAif j^$ Aiyo^^ in Irenaeus, Clement of 
Alexandria, and TertuUian. Even Gnostic fragments may be 
cautiously turned to profit. Ritschl, Entstehung der altkath. 
Kirche 2 Aufl. 1857. Pfleiderer, Das Urchristenthum, 1887. 
Renan, Origins of Christianity vol. V. V. Engelhardt, Das Chris- 
tenthum Justin's, d. M. 1878, p. 375 ff. Schenkel, DasChristus- 
bild der Apostel, etc., 1879. Zahn, Gesch. des N.-Tlichen 
Kanons, 2 Bde. 1888. Behm, Das Christliche Gesetzthum der 
Apostolischen Vater (Zeitschr. f. kirchl. Wissensch. 1886). 
Dorner, History of the doctrine of the Person of Christ, 1845. 
Schultz, Die Lehre von der Gottheit Christi, 1881, p. 22 ff. 
Hofling, Die Lehre der altesten Kirche vom Opfer, 185 1. 
Hofling, Das Sacrament d. Taufe, 1848. Kahnis, Die Lehre 
vom Abendmahl, 185 1. Th. Harnack, Der Christliche Gemeinde- 
gottesdienst im Apost. u. Altkath. Zeitalter, 1854. Hatch, 
Organisation of the Early Church, 1883. My Prolegomena 
to the Didache (Texte u. Unters. II. Bd. H. i, 2). Diestel, 
Gesch. des A. T. in der Christi. Kirche, 1869. Sohm, Kir- 
chenrecht, 1892, Monographs on the Apostolic Fathers: on i 
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Clem.: Lipsius, Lightfoot (most accurate commentary), Wrede; 
on 2 Clem. : A. Harnack (Ztschr. f. K. Gesch. 1887) ; on Barnabas: 
J. Miiller; on Hermas: Zahn, Hiickstadt, Link; on Fapias: WeifFen- 
bach, Leimbach, Zahn, Lightfoot; on Ignatius and Polycarp: 
Lightfoot (accurate commentary) and Zahn; on the Gospel and 
Apocalypse of Peter : A. Harnack ; on the Kerygma of Peter : 
von Dobschiitz; on Acts of Thecla: Schlau. 



CHAPTER IV 

THE ATTEMPTS OF THE GNOSTICS TO CREATE AN APOSTOLIC 

DOGMATIC, AND A CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY, OR: THE 

ACUTE SECULARISING OF CHRISTIANITY. 

§ I. The Conditions for the Rise of Gnosticism. 

The Christian communities were originally unions for a 
holy life, on the ground of a common hope, which rested on the 
belief that the God who has spoken by the Prophets has sent 
his Son Jesus Christ, and through him revealed eternal life, 
and will shortly make it manifest. Christianity had its roots 
in certain facts and utterances, and the foundation of the 
Christian union was the common hope, the holy life in the 
Spirit according to the law of God, and the holding fast to 
those facts and utterances. There was, as the foregoing chapter 
will have shewn, no fixed Didache beyond that. * There 
was abundance of fancies, ideas, and knowledge, but these 
had not yet the value of being the religion itself. Yet the 
belief that Christianity guarantees the perfect knowledge, and 
leads from one degree of clearness to another, was in opera- 
tion from the very beginning. This conviction had to be im- 
mediately tested by the Old Testament, that is, the task was 
imposed on the majority of thinking Christians, by the cir- 
cumstances in which the Gospel had been proclaimed to them, 
of making the Old Testament intelligible to themselves, in 
other words, of using this book as a Christian book, and of 

I We may consider here once more the articles which are embraced in the first 
ten chapters of the recently discovered Lt^ax^ "^^^ it^09T6Xm¥^ after enumerating 
and describing which, the author continues (ii. i): ^c ^^ oZv eX^uv hi^^yi^ftSQ 
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finding the means by which they might be able to repel the 
Jewish claim to it and refute the Jewish interpretation of it. 
This task would not have been imposed, far less solved, if 
the Christian communities in the Empire had not entered 
into the inheritance of the Jewish propaganda, which had al- 
ready been greatly influenced by foreign religions (Babylonian 
and Persian, see the Jewish Apocalypses), and in which an 
extensive spiritualising of the Old Testament religion had 
already taken place. This spiritualising was the result of a 
philosophic view of religion, and this philosophic view was the 
outcome of a lasting influence of Greek philosophy and of the 
Greek spirit generally on Judaism. In consequence of this 
view, all facts and sayings of the Old Testament in which 
one could not find his way, were allegorised. "Nothing was 
what it seemed, but was only the symbol of something in- 
visible. The history of the Old Testament was here subli- 
mated to a history of the emancipation of reason from pas- 
sion. " It describes, however, the beginning of the historical 
development of Christianity, that as soon as it wished to give 
account of itself, or to turn to advantage the documents of 
revelation which were in its possession, it had to adopt the 
methods of that fantastic syncretism. We have seen above 
that those writers who made a diligent use of the Old Tes- 
tament, had no hesitation in making use of the allegorical me- 
thod. That was required not only by the inability to under- 
stand the verbal sense of the Old Testament, presenting 
diverging moral and religious opinions, but, above all, by the 
conviction, that on every page of that book Christ and the 
Christian Church must be found. How could this conviction 
have been maintained, unless the definite concrete meaning 
of the documents had been already obliterated by the Jewish 
philosophic view of the Old Testament? 

This necessary allegorical interpretation, however, brought V 
into the communities an intellectual philosophic element, a 
^vfiio-i^, which was perfectly distinct from the Apocalyptic 
dreams, in which were beheld angel hosts on white horses, 
Christ with eyes as a flame of fire, hellish beasts, conflict and 
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victory. * In this yva^ig, which attached itself to the Old 
Testament, many began to see the specific blessing which 
was promised to mature faith, and through which it was to 
attain perfection. What a wealth of relations, hints, and 
intuitions seemed to disclose itself, as soon as the Old Testa- 
ment was considered allegorically, and to what extent had 
the way been prepared here by the Jewish philosophic 
teachers! From the simple narratives of the Old Testament 
had already been developed a theosophy, in which the most 
abstract ideas had acquired reality, and from which sounded 
forth the Hellenic canticle of the power of the Spirit over 
matter and sensuality, and of the true home of the soul. 
Whatever in this great adaptation still remained obscure and 
unnoticed, was now lighted up by the history of Jesus, his birth, 
his life, his sufferings and triumph. The view of the Old Testa- 
ment as a document of the deepest wisdom, transmitted to 
those who knew how to read it as such, unfettered the intellectual 
interest which would not rest until it had entirely transferred 
the new religion from the world of feelings, actions and hopes, 
into the world of Hellenic conceptions, and transformed it 
into a metaphysic. In that exposition of the Old Testament 
which we find, for example, in the so-called Barnabas, there is 
already concealed an important philosophic, Hellenic element, 
and in that sermon which bears the name of Clement (the so- 
called second Epistle of Clement), conceptions such as that of 
the Church, have already assumed a bodily form and been 
joined in marvellous connections, while, on the contrary, 
things concrete have been transformed into things invisible. 



t It is a good tradition, which designates the so-called Gnosticism, simply 
as Gnosis, and yet uses this word also for the speculations of non-Gnostic 
teachers of antiquity (^.^., of Barnabas). But the inferences which follow have 
not been dravm. Origen says truly (c. Celsus III. 12). "As men, not only the 
labouring and serving classes, but also many from the cultured classes of Greece, 
came to see something honourable in Christianity, sects could not fail to arise, 
not simply from the desire for controversy and contradiction, but because several 
scholars endeavoured to penetrate deeper into the truth of Christianity. In this 
way sects arose, which received their names from men who indeed admired 
Christianity in its essence, but from many different causes had arrived at differ- 
ent conceptions of it.'* 
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But once the intellectual interest was unfettered, and the 
new religion had approximated to the Hellenic spirit by means 
of a philosophic view of the Old Testament, how could that 
spirit be prevented from taking complete and immediate pos- 
session of it, and where, in the first instance, could the power 
be found that was able to decide whether this or that opinion 
was incompatible with Christianity? This Christianity, as it 
was, unequivocally excluded all polytheism, and all national 
religions existing in the Empire. It opposed to them the one 
God, the Saviour Jesus, and a spiritual worship of God. But, 
at the same time, it summoned all thoughtful men to know- 
ledge, by declaring itself to. be the only true religion, while 
it appeared to be only a variety of Judaism. It seemed to 
put no limits to the character and extent of the knowledge, 
least of all to such knowledge as was able to allow all that was 
transmitted to remain, and at the same time, abolish it by 
transforming it into mysterious symbols. That really was the 
method which every one must and did apply who wished to 
get from Christianity more than practical motives and super- 
earthly hopes. But where was the limit of the application? 
Was not the next step to see in the Evangelic records also 
new material for spiritual interpretations, and to illustrate from 
the narratives there, as from the Old Testament, the conflict 
of the spirit with matter, of reason with sensuality? Was 
not the conception, that the traditional deeds of Christ were 
really the last act in the struggle of those mighty spiritual 
powers whose conflict is delineated in the Old Testament, at least 
as evident as the other, that those deeds were the fulfilment of 
mysterious promises? Was it not in keeping with the con- 
sciousness possessed by the new religion of being the universal 
religion, that one should not be satisfied with mere beginnings 
of a new knowledge, or with fragments of it, but should seek 
to set up such knowledge in a complete and systematic form, 
and so to exhibit the best and universal system of life as 
also the best and universal system of knowledge of the world ? 
Finally, did not the free and yet so rigid forms in which 
the Christian communities were organised, the union of the 
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mysterious with a wonderful publicity, of the spiritual with 
significant rites (baptism and the Lord's Supper), invite men 
to find here the realisation of the ideal which the Hellenic 
religious spirit was at that time seeking, viz., a communion 
which in virtue of a Divine revelation, is in possession of the 
highest knowledge, and therefore leads the holiest life, a 
communion which does not communicate this knowledge by 
discourse, but by mysterious efficacious consecrations, and by 
revealed dogmas? These questions are thrown out here in 
accordance with the direction which the historical progress of 
Christianity tOok. The phenomenon called Gnosticism gives 
the answer to them. * 

§ 2. The Nature of Gnosticism. 

l/ The Catholic Church afterwards claimed as her own those 

writers of the first century (60-160) who were content with 
turning speculation to account only as a means of spiritual- 
ising the Old Testament, without, however, attempting a 
systematic reconstruction of tradition. But all those who in 
the first century undertook to furnish Christian practice with the 
foundation of a complete systematic knowledge, she declared false 
Christians, Christians only in name. Historical enquiry cannot 
accept this judgment. On the contrary, it sees in Gnosticism 
% a series of undertaking, which in a certain way is analogous 
to the Catholic embodiment of Christianity, in doctrine, mo- 
rals, and worship, yrhe great distinction here consists essen- 
tially in the fact, that the Gnostic systems represent the acute 
secularising or hellenising of Christianity, with the rejection 
of the Old Testament, ^ while the Catholic system, on the 

1 The majority of Christians in the second century belonged no doubt to the 
uncultured classes, and did not seek abstract knowledge, nay, were distrustful 
of it; see the Atfyoc iAiftfi^c of Celsus, especially III. 44, and the writings of the 
Apologists. Yet we may infer from the treatise of Origen against Celsus that 
the number of ^^ Christian! rudes^' who cut themselves off from theological and 
philosophic knowledge, was about the year 240 a very large one, and TertuUian 
says (Adv. Prax. 3): ^^Simplices quique, ne dixerim imprudentes et idiotae, 
quae major semper credentium pars est," cf. de jejun. 11: '"*' Major pars imperi- 
torum apud gloriosissimam multitudinem psychicorum." 

2 Overbeck (Stud. z. Gesch. d. alten Kirche. p. 184) has the merit of having 
first given convincing expression to this view of Gnosticism. 
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other hand, represents a gradual process of the same kind 
with the conservation of the Old Testament. The traditional 
religion on being, as it were, suddenly required to recognise 
itself in a picture foreign to it, was yet vigorous enough to 
reject that picture; but to the gradual, and one might say 
indulgent remodelling to which it was subjected, it offered 
but little resistance, nay, as a rule, it was never conscious of it. 
It is therefore no paradox to say that Gnosticism, which is 
just Hellenism, has in Catholicism obtained half a victory. 
We have, at least, the same justification for that assertion — 
the parallel may be permitted, — as we have for recognising 
a triumph of i8th century ideas in the first Empire, and a 
continuance, though with reservations, of the old regime. 

From this point of view the position to be assigned to the 
Gnostics in the history of dogma, which has hitherto been 
always misunderstood, is ohvious.^^hey were, in short, the 
Theologians of the first century.^ They were the first to 
transform Christianity into a system of doctrines (dogmas), t/ 

I They were the first to work up tradition systematically. They 
undertook to present Christianity as the absolute religion, and 
therefore placed it in definite opposition to the other religions, 
even to Judaism. But to them the absolute religion, viewed 
in its contents, was identical with the result of the philosophy 
of religion for which the support of a revelation was to be 
sought. They are therefore those Christians who, in a swift 
advance, attempted to capture Christianity for Hellenic culture, 
and Hellenic culture for Christianity, and who gave up the 
Old Testament in order to facilitate the conclusion of the 
j covenant between the two powers, and make it possible to 

I The ability of the prominent Gnostic teachers has been recognised by the 
Church Fathers: see Hieron. Comm. in Osee. II. 10 Opp. VI. i: "Nullus 
potest haeresim struere, nisi qui ardens ingenii est et habet dona naturae quae 
a deo artifice sunt creata; talis fuit Valentinus, talis Marcion, quos doctissimos 
legimus, talis Bardesanes, cujus etiam philosophi admirantur ingenium." It is 
still more important to see how the Alexandrian theologians (Clement and Origen) 
estimated the exegetic labours of the Gnostics, and took account of them. Origen 
undoubtedly recognised Herakleon as a prominent exegete, and treats him most 
respectfully even where he feels compelled to differ from him. All Gnostics 
cannot, of course, be regarded as theologians. In their totality they form the Greek 
society with a Christian name. 
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assert the absoluteness of Christianity.^^ut the significance of 
the Old Testament in the religious history of the world, lies just 
in this, that, in order to be maintained at all, it required the 
application of the allegoric method, that is, a definite proportion 
of Greek ideas, and that, on the other hand, it opposed the strong- 
est barrier to the complete hellenising of Christianity. Neither 
the sayings of Jesus, nor Christian hopes, were at first capa- 
ble of forming such a barrier. If, now, the majority of Gnostics 
could make the attempt to disregard the Old Testament, that 
is a proof that, in wide circles of Christendom, people were 
at first satisfied with an abbreviated form of the Gospel, con- 
taining the preaching of the one God, of the resurrection and 
of continence, — a law and an ideal of practical life. ^ In this 
form, as it was realised in life, the Christianity which dispensed 
with "doctrines" seemed capable of union with every form 
of thoughtful and earnest philosophy, because the Jewish 
foundation did not make its appearance here at all.^^ut the 
majority of Gnostic undertakings may also be viewed as 
attempts to transform Christianity into a theosophy, that is, 
into a revealed metaphysic and philosophy of history, with a 
complete disregard of the Jewish Old Testament soil on which 
it originated, through the use of Pauline ideas, * and under ^ 
the influence of the Platonic spirit. Moreover, comparison is 
possible between writers such as Barnabas and Ignatius, and 
the so-called Gnostics, to the effect of making the latter ap- 
pear in possession of a completed theory, to which fragmentary 
ideas in the former exhibit a striking affinity. 

We have hitherto tacitly presupposed that in Gnosticism 
the Hellenic spirit desired to make itself master of Christi- 
anity, or more correctly of the Christian communities. This 
conception may be, and really is still contested. For accord- 
ing to the accounts of later opponents, and on these we are 
almost exclusively dependent here, the main thing with the 
Gnostics seems to have been the reproduction of Asiatic My- 

1 Otherwise the rise of Gnosticism cannot at all be explained. 

2 Cf. Bigg. " The Christian Platonists of Alexandria," p. 83 : '* Gnosticism 
was in one respect distorted Paulinism." 
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thologoumena of all kinds, so that we should rathqr have to 
see in Gnosticism a union of Christianity with the most remote 
Oriental cults and their wisdom. But with regard to the most 
important Gnostic systems the words hold true, "The hands 
are the hands of Esau, but the voice is the voice of Jacob *'. 
There can be no doubt of the fact, that the Gnosticism which 
has become a factor in the movement of the history of dogma, ^ 
was ruled in the main by the Greek spirit, and determined 
by the interests and doctrines of the Greek philosophy of 
religion, ^ which doubtless had already assumed a syncretistic 
character. This fact is certainly concealed by the circum- 
stance, that the material of the speculations was taken now 
from this, and now from that Oriental religious philosophy, 
from astrology and the Semitic cosmologies. But that is 
only in keeping with the stage which the religious develop- ^ 
ment had reached among the Greeks and Romans of that^ 
time. ^^3*he cultured, and these primarily come into consider- 
ation here, no longer had a religion in the sense of a national 
religion, but a philosophy of religion. JThey were, however, 
in search of a religion, that is, a firm basis for the results 
of their speculations, and they hoped to obtain it by turning 
themselves towards the very old Oriental cults, and seeking 
to fill them with the religious and moral knowledge which had 
been gained by the Schools of Plato and of Zeno^^Jhe union 
of the traditions and rites of the Oriental religions, viewed as 
mysteries, with the spirit of Greek philosophy is the charac-^ 
teristic of the epoch. The needs, which asserted themselves 
with equal strength, of a complete knowledge of the All, of 

1 Joel. "Blick in die Religionsgesch." Vol. I. p. 101-170, has justly empha- 
sised the Greek character of Gnosis, and insisted on the significance of Platonism 
for it. ^^ The Oriental element did not always in the case of the Gnostics, originate 
at first hand, but had already passed through a Greek channel." 

2 The age of the Antonines was the flourishing period of Gnosticism. Mar- 
quardt (Romische Staatsverwaltung. Vol. 3. p. 81) says of this age: ^^With the 
Antonines begins the last period of the Roman religious development, in which 
two new elements enter into it. These are the Syrian and Persian deities, 
whose worship at this time was prevalent not only in the city of Rome, but in 
the whole empire, and, at the same time, Christianity, which entered into con- 
flict with all ancient tradition, and in this conflict exercised a certain influence 
even on the Oriental forms of worship. 
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a Spiritual God, a sure, and therefore very old revelation, 
atonement and immortality, were thus to be satisfied at one 
and the same time. The most sublimated spiritualism enters 
here into the strangest union with a crass superstition based on 
Oriental cults. This superstition was supposed to insure and 

/ communicate the spiritual blessings. These complicated ten- 

' dencies now entered into Christianity. 

We have accordingly to ascertain and distinguish in the 

(prominent Gnostic schools, which, in the second century on 
Greek soil, became an important factor in the history of the 
Church, the Semitic-cosmological foundations, the Hellenic phil- 
osophic mode of thought, and the recognition of the redemp- 
tion of the world by Jesus Christ. Further, we have to take 
note of the three elements of Gnosticism, viz., the speculative 
and philosophical, the mystic element connected with worship, 
and the practical, ascetic. The close connection in which these 
three elements appear, ^ the total transformation of all ethical 
into cosmological problems, the upbuilding of a philosophy of 
God and the world on the basis of a combination of popular 
Mythologies, physical observations belonging to the Oriental 
(Babylonian) religious philosophy, and historical events, as 
well as the idea that the history of religion is the last act in 
the drama-like history of the Cosmos — all this is not peculiar 
to Gnosticism, but rather corresponds to a definite stage of 
the general development. It may, however, be asserted, that 

I It is a special merit of Weingarten (Histor. Ztschr. Bd. 45. 1881. p. 441 f.) 
and Koffmane (Die Gnosis nach ihrer Tendenz und Organisation, 1881) to have 
strongly emphasised the mystery character of Gnosis, and, in connection with 
that, its practical aims. Koffmane, especially, has collected abundant material 
for proving that the tendency of the Gnostics was the same as that of the 
ancient mysteries, and that they thence borrowed their organisation and disci- 
pline. This fact proves the proposition that Gnosticism was an acute helle- 
nising of Christianity. Koffmane has, however, undervalued the union of the 
practical and speculative tendency in the Gnostics, and, in the effort to obtain 
recognition for the mystery character of the Gnostic communities, has overlooked 
the fact that they were also schools. The union of mystery-cultus and school 
is just, however, their characteristic. In this also they prove themselves the 
forerunners of Neoplatonism, and the Catholic Church. Moehler in his pro- 
gramme of 1 83 1 (Urspr. d. Gnosticismus, Tubingen), vigorously emphasised the 
practical tendency of Gnosticism, though not in a convincing way. Hacken- 
schmidt (Anfange des katholischen Kirchenbegriffs p. 83 f.) has judged correctly. 
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Gnosticism anticipated the general development, and that not 
only with regard to Catholicism, but also with regard to Neo- 
platonism, which represents the last stage in the inner history 
of Hellenism. ^ The Valentinians have already got as far as 
Jamblichus. 

The name Gnosis, Gnostics, describes excellently the aims 
of Gnosticism, in so far as its adherents boasted of the abso- 
lute knowledge, and faith in the Gospel was transformed into ^ 
a knowledge of God, nature and history. This knowledge, 
however, was not regarded as natural, but in the view of the 
Gnostics was based on revelation, was communicated and 
'guaranteed by holy consecrations, and was accordingly culti- 
vated by reflection supported by fancy. A mythology of ideas 
was created out of the sensuous mythology of any Oriental 
religion, by the conversion of concrete forms into speculative 
and moral ideas, such as "Abyss," "Silence," "Logos," "Wis- 
dom," " Life," while the mutual relation and number of these 
abstract ideas were determined by the data supplied by the 
corresponding concretes. Thus arose a philosophic dramatic 
poem, similar to the Platonic, but much more complicated, 
and therefore more fantastic, in which mighty powers, the 
spiritual and good, appear in an unholy union with the material 
and wicked, but from which the spiritual is finally delivered 
by the aid of those kindred powers which are too exalted to 
be ever drawn down into the common. The good and heavenly 
which has been drawn down into the material, and therefore really 
non-existing, is the human spirit, and the exalted power who 
delivers it is Christ. The Evangelic history as handed down 
is not the history of Christ, but a collection of allegoric re- 
presentations of the great history of God and the world. Christ 
has really no history. His appearance in this world of mixture 

I We have also evidence of the methods by which ecstatic visions were 
obtained among the Gnostics, see the Pistis Sophia, and the important role 
which prophets and Apocalypses played in several important Gnostic communi- 
ties (Barcoph and Barcabbas, prophets of the Basilideans; Martiades and Mar- 
sanes among the Ophites; Philumene in the case of Apelles; Valentinian proph- 
ecies; Apocalypses of Zostrian, Zoroaster, etc. Apocalypses were also used by 
some under the names of Old Testament men of God and Apostles. 
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and confusion is his deed, and the enlightenment of the spirit 
about itself is the result which springs out of that deed. This 
enlightenment itself is life. But the enlightenment is dependent 
on revelation, asceticism and surrender to those mysteries 
which Christ founded, in which one enters into communion 
with a prasens numeriy and which in mysterious ways pro- 
mote the process of raising the spirit above the sensual. This 
rising above the sensual is, however, to be actively practised. 
Abstinence therefore, as a rule, is the watchword. Christi- 
anity thus appears here as a speculative philosophy which 
redeems the spirit by enlightening it, consecrating it, and instruct- 
ing it in the right conduct of life./ The Gnosis is free from 
the rationalistic interest in the sense of natural religion. Be- 
cause the riddles about the world which it desires to solve 
are not properly intellectual, but practical, because it desires 
to be in the end yvuffig ffaTtipla?, it removes into the region 
of the suprarational the powers which are supposed to confer 
vigour and life on the human spirit. Only a (liiyiciQy how- 
ever, united with fiuffTcc^uylct, resting on revelation, leads thither, 
not an exact philosophy .^Gnosis starts from the great prob- 
lem of this world, but occupies itself with a higher world, 
and does not wish to be an exact philosophy, but a philosophy 
of religion. Its fundamental philosophic doctrines are the 
following: (i) The indefinable, infinite nature of the Divine 
primeval Being exalted above all thought. (2) Matter as op- 
posed to the Divine Being, and therefore having no real being, the 
ground of evil. (3) The fulness of divine potencies, iEons, 
which are thought of partly as powers, partly as real ideas, 
partly as relatively independent beings, presenting in gradation 
the unfolding and revelation of the Godhead, but at the same 
time rendering possible the transition of the higher to the 
lower. (4) The Cosmos as a mixture of matter with divine 
sparks, which has arisen from a descent of the latter into the 
former, or, as some say, from the perverse, or, at least, merely 
permitted undertaking of a subordinate spirit. The Demiurge, 
therefore, is an evil, intermediate, or weak, but penitent being; 
the best thing therefore in the world is aspiration. (5) The 
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deliverance of the spiritual element from its union with matter, 
or the separation of the good from the world of sensuality by 
the Spirit of Christ which operates through knowledge, ascet- 
icism, and holy consecration: thus originates the perfect 
Gnostic, the man who is free from the world, and master of 
himself, who lives in God and prepares himself for eternity. 
All these are ideas for which we find the way prepared in the 
philosophy of the time, anticipated by Philo, and represented 
in Neoplatonism as the great final result of Greek philosophy. 
It lies in the nature of the case that only some men are able 
to appropriate the Christianity that is comprehended in these 
ideas, viz., iust as many as are capable of entering into this 
kind of Christianity, those who are spiritual. The others must 
be considered as non-partakers of the Spirit from the begin- 
ning, and therefore excluded from knowledge as the pro- 
fanunt vulgus. Yet some, the Valentinians for example, made 
a distinction in this vulgus, which can only be discussed later 
on, because it is connected with the position of the Gnostics 
towards Jewish Christian tradition. 

The later opponents of Gnosticism preferred to bring out 
the fantastic details of the Gnostic systems, and thereby 
created the prejudice that the essence of the matter lay in 
these. They have thus occasioned modern expounders to spec- 
ulate about the Gnostic speculations in a manner that is 
marked by still greater strangeness. Four observations shew 
how unhistorical and unjust such a view is, at least with re- 
gard to the chief systems, (i) The great Gnostic schools, 
wherever they could, sought to spread their opinions. But 
it is simply incredible that they should have expected of all 
their disciples, male and female, an accurate knowledge of the 
details of their system. On the contrary, it may be shewn that 
they often contented themselves with imparting consecration, with 
regulating the practical life of their adherents, and instructing 
them in the general features of their system. * (2) We see 
how in one and the same school, for example, the Valen- 

I See Kofimane, before-mentioned work. p. 5f. 
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I tinian, the details of the religious metaph)rsic were very vari- 
ous and changing. (3) We hear but little of conflicts between 
the various schools. On the contrary, we learn that the 
books of doctrine and edification passed from one school to 
another. * (4) The frs^ments of Gnostic writings which have 
been preserved, and this is the most important consideration 
of the four, shew that the Gnostics devoted their main strength 
to the working out of those religious, moral, philosophical 
and historical problems, which must engage the thoughtful 
of all times. * We only need to read some actual Gnostic 
document, such as the Epistle of Ptolemaeus to Flora, or cer- 
tain paragraphs of the Pistis Sophia, in order to see that the 
fantastic details of the philosophic poem can only, in the case 
of the Gnostics themselves, have had the value of liturgical 
apparatus, the construction of which was not of course 
matter of indifference, but hardly formed the principle interest. 
The things to be proved, and to be confirmed by the aid of this 
or that very old religious philosophy, were certain religious 
and moral fundamental convictions, and a correct conception 
of God, of the sensible, of the creator of the world, of Christ, 

1 See Fragm. Murat. V. 81 f.; Clem. Strom. VII. 17. 108; Orig. Hom. 34. 
The Marcionite Antitheses were probably spread among other Gnostic sects. The 
Fathers frequently emphasise the fact that the Gnostics were united against the 
church: TertuUian de praescr. 42: ^^£t hoc est, quod schismata apud hsereticos 
fere non sunt, quia cum sint, non parent. Schisma est enim unitas ipsa." 
They certainly also delight in emphasising the contradictions of the different 
schools; but they cannot point to any earnest conflict of these schools with 
each other. We know definitely that Bardasanes argued against the earlier 
Gnostics, and Ptolemaeus against Marcion. 

2 See the collection, certainly not complete, of Gnostic fragments by Grabe 
(Spicileg.) and Hilgenfeld (Ketzergeschichte). Our books on the history of Gnosticism 
take far too little notice of these fragments as presented to us, above all, by 
Clement and Origen, and prefer to keep to the doleful accounts of the Fathers 
about the "Systems", (better in Heinrici: Valent. Gnosis, 1871). The vigorous 
efforts of the Gnostics to understand the Pauline and Johannine ideas, and their 
in part surprisingly rational and ingenious solutions of intellectual problems, 
have never yet been systematically estimated. Who would guess, for example, 
from what is currently known of the system of Basilides, that, according to 
Clement, the following proceeds from him, (Strom. IV. 12. 88): «c ctuHc ^vn 
6 Beto't^efiiiQ, 'iv fiSfOQ en roV Ktyoiiivov dt^,fifjutroQ toO hoO v^f/At^^ff/xcv, re ftyavnt' 
xivai H^uvrety Urt hSyov ivoo'M^ovvi Tpbq rd x&v Uravrcc Hripov i^ rd fAtf^fvdc 
IviBvfitlv, xeu TO rpirov [iia-ilv fiifii ^v, and where do we find, in the period before 
Clement of Alexandria, faith in Christ united with such spiritual maturity and 
inner freedom as in the Valentinians, Ptolemaeus and Heracleon? 
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of the Old Testament, and the evangelic tradition. Here were 
actual dogmas. But how the grand fantastic union of all the 
factors was to be brought about, was, as the Valentinian 
school shews, a problem whose solution was ever and again 
subjected to new attempts. * No one to-day can in all res- 
pects distinguish what to those thinkers was image and what 
reality, or in what degree they were at all able to distinguish 
image from reality, and in how far the magic formulae of their 
mysteries were really objects of their meditation. But the 
final aim of their" endeavours, the faith and knowledge of 
their own hearts which they instilled into their disciples, the 
practical rules which they wished to give them, and the view 
of Christ which they wished to confirm them in, stand out 
with perfect clearness.^^ike Plato they made their explana- 
tion of the world start from the contradiction between sense 
and reason which the thoughtful man observes in himself. 
1 The cheerful asceticism, the powers of the spiritual and the 
I good which were seen in the Christian communities, attracted 
them and seemed to require the addition of theory to practice. 
Theory without being followed by practice had long been in 
existence, but here was the as yet rare phenomenon of a moral 
practice which seemed to dispense with that which was regarded 
as indispensable, viz., theory. The philosophic life was already 
there ; how could the philosophic doctrine be wanting, and after 
what other model could the latent doctrine be reproduced than 
that of the Greek religious philosophy ? * JThat the Hellenic 

1 The statement of TertuUian (adv. Valent. 4) shews the difference between 
the solution of Valentinus, for example, and his disciple Ptolemaeus. "Ptole- 
maeus nomina et numeros ^onum distinxit in personales substantias, sed extra 
deum determinatas, quas Valentinus in ipsa summa divinitatis ut sensUs et affec- 
tus motus incluserat." It is, moreover, important that TertuUian himself should 
distinguish this so clearly. 

2 There is nothing here more instructive than to hear the judgments of the 
cultured Greeks and Romans about Christianity, as soon as they have given up 
the current gross prejudices. They shew with admirable clearness, the way in 
which Gnosticism originated. Galen says (quoted by Gieseler, Church Hist. i. i. 4): 
^^ Hominum plerique orationem demonstrativam continuam mente assequi nequeunt, 
quare indigent, ut instituantur parabolis. Veluti nostro tempore videmus, homi- 
nes illos, qui Christiani vocantur, fidem suam e parabolis petiisse. Hi tamen 
interdum talia faciunt, qualia qui vere philosophantur. Nam quod mortem con- 
temnunt, id quidem omnes ante oculos habemus; item quod verecundia quadam 
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Spirit in Gnosticism turned with such eagerness to the Christian 
communities and was ready even to believe in Christ in order 
to appropriate the moral powers which it saw operative in 
them, is a convincing proof of the extraordinary impression 
which these communities made. For what other peculiarities 
and attractions had they to offer to that spirit than the cer- 
tainty of their conviction (of eternal life), and the purity of 
their life? We hear of no similar edifice being erected in 
the second century on the basis of any other Oriental cult — 
even the Mithras cult is scarcely to be mentioned, here — as 
the Gnostic was on the foundation of the Christian, ^^The 
Christian communities, however, together with their worship 
of Christ, formed the real solid basis of the greater number 
and the most important*of the Gnostic systems, and in this fact we 
have, on the very threshold of the great conflict, a triumph 
of Christianity over Hellenism, ^^he triumph lay in the recog- 
nition of what Christianity had already performed as a moral 
and social power. This recognition found expression in bring- 

ducti ab usu rerum venerearum abhorrent. Sunt enim inter eos feminae et 
viri, qui per totam vitam a concubitu abstinuerint ; sunt etiam qui in animis 
regendis coercendisque et in accerrimo bonestatis studio eo progressi sint, 
ut nihil cedant vere philosophantibus." Christians, therefore, are philosophers 
without philosophy. What a challenge for them to produce such, that is 
to seek out the latent philosophy! Even Celsus could not but admit a 
certain relationship between Christians and philosophers. But as he was con- 
vinced that the miserable religion of the Christians could neither include nor 
endure a philosophy, he declared that the moral doctrines of the Christians 
were borrowed from the philosophers (I. 4). In course of his presentation 
(V. 65; VI. 12. 15-19, 42; VII. 27-35) ^® deduces the most decided marks of 
Christianity, as well as the most important sayings of Jesus from (misunderstood) 
statements of Plato and other Greek philosophers. This is not the place to 
shew the contradictions in which Celsus was involved by this. But it is of the 
greatest significance that even this intelligent man could only see philosophy 
where he saw something precious. The whole of Christianity from its very 
origin appeared to Celsus (in one respect) precisely as the Gnostic systems 
appear to us, that is, these really are what Christianity as such seemed to Celsus 
to be. Besides, it was constantly asserted up to the fifth century that Christ 
had drawn from Plato's writings. Against those who made this assertion, Ambro- 
sius (according to Augustine Ep. 31. c. 8) wrote a treatise which unfortunately 
is no longer in existence. 

I The Simonian system at most might be named, on the basis of the syn- 
cretistic religion founded by Simon Magus. But we know little about it, and 
that little is uncertain. Parallel attempts are demonstrable in the third century 
on the basis of various ^^ revealed" fundamental ideas (^ Ix Aoy/wv ^t^ocp^/a). 
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ing the highest that one possessed as a gift to be consecrated 
by the new religion, a philosophy of religion whose end was 
plain and simple, but whose means were mysterious and com- 
plicated. 

§ 3. History of Gnosticism and the forms in which it appeared* 

In the previous section we have been contemplating Gnosticism 
as it reached its prime in the great schools of Basilides and 
Valentinus, and those related to them, * at the close of the 
period we are now considering, and became an important factor 
in the history of dogma. But this Gnosticism had (i) prelim- 
inary stages, and (2) was always accompanied by a great 
number of sects, schools and undertakings, which were only 
in part related to it, and yet, reasonably enough, were grouped 
together with it. 

To begin with the second point, the great Gnostic schools 
were flanked on the right and left by a motley series of groups 
which at their extremities can hardly be distinguished from 
popular Christianity on the one hand, and from the Hellenic and 
the common world on the other. * On the right were communities 
such as the Encratites, which put all stress on a strict asceti- 
cism, in support of which they urged the example of Christ, 
but which here and there fell into dualistic ideas. * There 

1 Among these I reckon those Gnostics whom Irenaeus (I. 29-31) has por- 
trayed, as well as part of the so-called Ophites, Peratse, Sethites and the school 
of the Gnostic Justin (Hippol. Philosoph. V. 6-28). There is no reason for 
regarding them as earlier or more Oriental than the Valentinians, as is done by 
Hilgenfeld against Baur, M5ller, and Gruber (the Ophites, 1864). See also 
Lipsius, ^^Ophit. Systeme", i. d. Ztschr. f. wiss. Theol. 1863. IV. 1864. i. These 
schools claimed for themselves the name Gnostic (Hippol. Philosoph. V. 6). 
A part of them, as is specially apparent from Orig. c. Celsum. VI, is not to 
be reckoned Christian. This motley group is but badly known to us through 
Epiphanius, much better through the original Gnostic writings preserved in the 
Coptic language. (Pistis Sophia and the works published by Carl Schmidt, 
Texte u. Unters. Bd. VIII). Yet these original writings belong, for the most 
part, to the second half of the third century (see also the important statements 
of Porphyry in the Vita Plotini. c. 16), and shew a Gnosticism burdened with 
an abundance of wild speculations, formulae, mysteries, and ceremonial. How- 
ever, from these very monuments it becomes plain, that Gnosticism anticipated 
Catholicism as a ritual system (see below). 

2 On Marcion, see the following Chapter. 

3 We know that from the earliest period (perhaps we might refer even to the 
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were further, whole communities which, for decennia, drew their 
views of Christ from books which represented him as a heavenly 
spirit who had merely assumed an apparent body. * There 
were also individual teachers who brought forward peculiar 
opinions without thereby causing any immediate stir in the 
Churches. * On the left there were schools such as the Car- 
Epistle to the Romans) there were circles of ascetics in the Christian commu- 
nities who required of all, as an inviolable law, under the name of Christian 
perfection, complete abstinence from marriage, renunciation of possessions, and 
a vegetarian diet. (Clem. Strom. III. 6. 49: VTd l/a/3dAov ra^rifv irupumo^o'ut 
ioyfjutr^ova-tt fnfit7a'$at i* avro^Q of {AtyAKavxoi ^urt rdv KCptov (nijrg yiljfietvTct, 
fJL^TM Tt kv r^ xda-fiffi xriia'^fisvoVy fiSt^,^ov Tecpk to^q U^Aouq vsvoifKivat rd elfofyyixiov 
xavx^fitvot. — Here then, already, imitation of the poor life of Jesus, the "Evan- 
gelic" life, was the watchword. Tatian wrote a book, npt roV tcxrit rdy roir^pot 
KarapTta-iioC^ that is, on perfection according to the Redeemer: in which he set 
forth the irreconcilability of the worldly life with the Gospel). No doubt now 
existed in the Churches that abstinence from marriage, from wine and flesh, 
and from possessions, was the perfect fulfilling of the law of Christ (fiavrA^nv 
Zxov rbv ^vyhv roO Kup(ov), But in wide circles strict abstinence was deduced 
from a special charism, all boastfulness was forbidden, and the watchword 
given out: J^o-ov Hvavai etyve6vm^ which may be understood as a compromise 
with the worldly life as well as a reminiscence of a freer morality (see my notes 
on Didache c. 6:11, 11 and Prolegg. p. 42 ff.). Still, the position towards 
asceticism yielded a hard problem, the solution of which was more and more 
found in distinguishing a higher and a lower though sufficient morality, yet 
repudiating the higher morality as soon as it claimed to be the alone authori- 
tative one. On the other hand, there were societies of Christian ascetics who 
persisted in applying literally to all Christians the highest demands of Christ, 
and thus arose, by secession, the communities of the Encratites and Severians. 
But in the circumstances of the time even they could not but be touched by 
the Hellenic mode of thought, to the effect of associating a speculative theory 
with asceticism, and thus approximating to Gnosticism. This is specially plain 
in Tatian, who connected himself with the Encratites, and in consequence of the 
severe asceticism which he prescribed, could no longer maintain the identity of 
the supreme God and the creator of the world (see the fragments of his later 
writings in the Corp. Apol. ed. Otto. T. VI.). As the Pauline Epistles could 
furnish arguments to either side, we see some Gnostics such as Tatian himself, 
making diligent use of them, while others such as the Severians, rejected them. 
(Euseb. H. E. IV. 29. 5, and Orig. c. Cels. V. 65). The Encratite controversy 
was, on the one hand, swallowed up by the Gnostic, and on the other hand, 
replaced by the Montanistic. The treatise written in the days of Marcus Au- 
relius by a certain Musanus (where?) which contains warnings against joining 
the Encratites (Euseb. H. E. IV. 28) we unfortunately no longer possess. 

1 See Eusebius. H. E. VI. 12. Docetic elements are apparent even in the 
fragment of the Gospel of Peter, recently discovered. 

2 Here, above all, we have to remember Tatian, who in his highly praised 
Apology, had already rejected altogether the eating of flesh (c. 23) and set up 
very peculiar doctrines about the spirit, matter, and the nature of man (c. 12 ff.). 
The fragments of the Hypotyposes of Clem, of Alex, shew how much one had 
to bear in some rural Churches at the end of the second century. 
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pocratians, in which the philosophy and communism of Plato 
were taught, the son of the founder and second teacher 
Epiphanes honoured as a God (at Cephallenia), as Epicurus 
was in his school, and the image of Jesus crowned along with 
those of Pythagoras, Plato and Aristotle. ^ On this left flank 
are, further, swindlers who take their own way, like Alexander 
of Abonoteichus, magicians, soothsayers, sharpers and jugglers, 
under the sign-board of Christianity, deceivers and hypocrites 
who appear using mighty words with a host of unintelligible 
formulae, and take up with scandalous ceremonies, in order 
to rob men of their money and women of their honour. * All 
this was afterwards called "Heresy" and "Gnosticism," and 
is still so called. ' And these names may be retained, if 
we will understand by them nothing else than the world 
taken into Christianity, all the manifold formations which 
resulted from the first contact . of the new religion with the 

1 See Clem. Strom III. 2. 5 : 'Ev/^^vifc, Cthq K«/)Toxp^rot/c, *i^il9'S rh fF&vra *irft 
iirretKuiitfM KUt dsdc iv S^fC)} r^Q Kc4WKAAify/«( rsrifu^Tai, Mai etur^ /fpdv fur&v 
A/i9«v, ^ufAO^t rsfCfvif, fiovo'silov, ifiKoidiMiTeii re KOii Kec^tipuTott, xat o'VvtdvTBQ §tQ rd 
itpbv oi Kc^AA{?y<( xark vovfuivifoev ytvidxtov iiTroHuviy B^ovciv ^E^t^vsi, o'lriviovo't 
r< Koii nhuxo^vrai xul V/avoi ^iyovrxi. Clement^s quotations from the writings of 
Epiphanes shew him to be a pure Platonist: the proposition that property is 
theft is found in him. Epiphanes and his father, Carpocrates, were the first 
who attempted to amalgamate Plato's State with the Christian ideal of the union 
of men with each other. Christ was to them, therefore, a philosophic Genius 
like Plato, see Irenseus. I. 25. 5: ^^Gnosticos autem se vocant, etiam imagines, 
quasdam quidem depictas, quasdam autem et de reliqua materia fabricatas ha- 

bent et has coronant, et proponent eas cum imaginibus mundi philoso- 

phorum, videlicet cum imagine Pythagoras et Platonis et Aristotelis et reliquorum, 
et reliquam observationem circa eas similiter ut gentes faciunt." 

2 See the "Gnostics" of Hermas, especially the false prophet whom he por- 
trays, Mand. XI, Lucian's Peregrinus, and the Marcus, of whose doings Irenaeus 
(I. .13 ff.) gives such an abominable picture. To understand how such people 
were able to obtain a following so quickly in the Churches, we must remember 
the respect in which the "prophets" were held^(see Didache XI). If one had 
once given the impression that he had the Spirit, he could win belief for the 
strangest things, and could allow himself all things possible (see the delineations 
of Celsus in Orig. c. Cels. VII. 9. 1 1). We hear frequently of Gnostic prophets 
and prophetesses, see my notes on Herm. Mand. XI.. x. and Didache XI. 7. 
If an early Christian element is here preserved by the Gnostic schools, it has 
undoubtedly been hellenised and secularised as the reports shew. But that the 
prophets altogether were in danger of being secularised is shewn in Didache 
XI. In the case of the Gnostics the process is again only hastened. 

3 The name Gnostic originally attached to schools which had so named them- 
selves. To these belonged, above all, the so-called Ophites, but not the Valen- 
tinians or Basilideans. 



240 HISTORY OF DOGMA [Chap. iv. 

society into which it entered. To prove the existence of that 
left wing of Gnosticism is of the greatest interest for the 
history of dogma, but the details are of no consequence. On 
the other hand, in the aims and undertakings of the Gnostic 
right, it is just the details that are of greatest significance, 
because they shew that there was no fixed boundary between 
what one may call common Christian and Gnostic Christian. 
But as Gnosticism, in its contents, extended itself from the 
Encratites and the philosophic interpretation of certain articles 
of the Christian proclamation, as brought forward without offence 
by individual teachers in the communities, to the complete 
dissolution of the Christian element by philosophy, or the 
religious charlatanry of the age, so it exhibits itself formally 
also in a long series of groups which comprised all imaginable 
forms of unions. There were churches, ascetic associations, 
mystery cults, strictly private philosophic schools,* free unions 
for edification, entertainments by Christian charlatans and 
deceived deceivers, who appeared as magicians and prophets, 
attempts at founding new religions after the model and under 
the influence of the Christian, etc. But, finally, the thesis that 
Gnosticism is identical with an acute secularising of Christi- 
anity, in the widest sense of the word, is confirmed by the 
study of its own literature. The early Christian production 
of Gospel and Apocalypses was indeed continued in Gnosticism, 
yet so that the class of "Acts of the Apostles" was added 
to them, and that didactic, biographic and "belles lettres" 

I Special attention should be given to this form, as it became in later times 
of the very greatest importance for the general development of doctrine in the 
Church. The sect of Carpocrates was a school. Of Tatian Irenseu^ says (I. 28. i) : 
TarfcevoQ ^lovrrtvov &KpottTiiQ yeyovuQ .... /itrk ii r^v ixsfvov fietpTVffav irovrkQ 

r^C ixxAifff-ZtfC, ol^fjuert hiuvxAxov ixapWiQ Vi^/ov ;^at^dwr9^ff hiavxaMhv «t»- 

vgo^o'XTo, Rhodon (in Euseb. H. E. V. 13. 4) spedcs of a Marcionite hiar- 
Kxhilov, Other names were, "Collegium" (TertuU. ad Valent. i) "Secta", the 
word had not always a bad meaning, »7p%9t^, eKxAiia-/a (Clem. Strom. VII. 16. 98, 
on the other hand, VII. 15. 92: Tertull. de prsescr. 42: plerique nee Ecclesias 
habent), ^^cm'oq (Iren. I. 13. 4, for the Marcosians), s-vvayuY^, o-Ca-nifia, iiarpt^^y 
etf Mp&TFtveu 9'V¥tiX^9'iii^ factiuncula, congregatio, conciliabulum, conventiculum. 
The mystery-organisation most clearly appears in the Naassenes of Hippolytus, 
the Marcosians of Irenseus, and the Elkasites of Hippolytus, as well as in the 
Coptic-Gnostic documents that have been preserved. (See Koffmane, above work, 
pp. 6-22). 
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elements were received into thet|),, and claimed a very impor- 
tant place. If this makes the Gnostic literature approximate 
to the profane, that is much more the case with the scienti- 
fic theological literature which Gupsticism first produced. Dog- 
matico-philosophic tracts, theologico-critical treatises, historical 
investigations and scientific comm^taries on the sacred books, 
were, for the first time in Christendom, composed by the 
Gnostics, who in part occupied the foremost place in the 
scientific knowledge, religious earnestness and ardour of the 
age. They form, in every respect, the counterpart to the 
scientific works which proceeded froM tl^e contemporary phil- 
osophic schools. Moreover, we possess siiiicient knowledge of 
Gnostic hymns and odes, songs for puHic worship, didactic 
poems, magic formulae, magic books, etc., to assure us that 
Christian Gnosticism took possession of a whole region of the 
secular life in its full breadth, and thereby often transformed 
the original forms of Christian literature into secular. * If, 

I The particulars here belong to church history. Overbeck (" Uber die Anf ange 
der patristischen Litteratur" in d. hist. Ztschr. N. F. Bd. XII. p. 417 fF.) has 
the merit of being the first to point out the importance, for the history of the 
Church, of the forms of literature as they were gradually received in Christen- 
dom. Scientific, theological literature has undoubtedly its origin in Gnosticism. 
The Old Testament was here, for the first time, systematically and also in part, 
historically criticised; a selection was here made from the primitive Christian 
literature; scientific commentaries were here written on the sacred books (Basi- 
lides and especially the Valentinians, see Heracleon^s comm. on the Gospel of 
John [in Origen]; the Pauline Epistles were also technically expounded; tracts 
were here composed on dogmatico-philosophic problems (for example, ^rfp? 

and systematic doctrinal systems already constructed (as the Basilidean and Va- 
entinian); the original form of the Gospel was here first transmuted into the 
Greek form of sacred novel and biography (see, above all, the Gospel of Thomas, 
which was used by the Marcosians and Naassenes, and which contained miraculous 
stories from the childhood of Jesus) ; here, finally, psalms, odes and hymns were 
first composed (see the Acts of Lucius, the psalms of Valentinus, the psalms 
of Alexander the disciple of Valentinus, the poems of Bardesanes). Irenaeus, 
TertuUian and Hippolytus have indeed noted, that the scientific method of inter- 
pretation followed by the Gnostics, was the same as that of the philosophers 
{e.g,^ of Philo). Valentinus, as is recognised even by the Church Fathers, stands 
out prominent for his mental vigour and religious imagination, Heracleon for 
his exegetic theological ability, Ptolemy for his ingenious criticism of the Old 
Testament and his keen perception of the stages of religious development (see 
his Epistle to Flora in Epiphanius, haer. 33. c. 7). As a specimen of the 
language of Valentinus one extract from a homily may suffice (in Clem. Strom. 
IV. 13. 89) 'At' ipx^i iddvarof Ivrt juti rixva ^uijq ia-rt mluv^etQ, xut rdv i^eerov 
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however, we bear in mind how all this at a later period was 
gradually legitimised in the Catholic Church, philosophy, 
the science of the sacred books, criticism and exegesis, the 
ascetic associations, the theological schools, the mysteries, the 
sacred formulae, the superstition, the charlatanism, all kinds 
of profane literature, etc., it seems to prove the thesis that the 
victorious epoch of the gradual hellenising of Christianity fol- 
lowed the abortive attempts at an acute hellenising. 

The traditional question as to the origin and development 
of Gnosticism, as well as that about the classification of the 
Gnostic systems, will have to be modified in accordance 
with the foregoing discussion. As the different Gnostic systems 
might be 'contemporary, and in part were undoubtedly con- 
temporary, and as a graduated relation holds good only between 
some few groups, we must, in the classification, limit ourselves 
essentially to the features which have been specified in the 
foregoing paragraph, and which coincide with the position 
of the different groups to the early Christian tradition in its 
connection with the Old Testament religion, both as a rule of 
practical life, and of the common cultus. * 

As to the origin of Gnosticism, we see how, even in the 
earliest period, all possible ideas and principles foreign to 
Christianity force their way into it, that is, are brought in 
under Christian rules, and find entrance especially in the con- 
sideration of the Old Testament. * We might be satisfied 

6 6^vaT0Q 8V f)ft7y xcu ^i' Cfjt&Vt Urctv ykp rdv fih xda-fAov At/i/re, avrot H [Ati xarK- 
X^ijo-U, KvpttCsrs rifc Kpivzn^ xai r^c ^UpSt^ civ^TtiQ. Basilides falls into the 
background behind Valentinus and his school. Yet the Church Fathers, when 
they wish to summarise the most important Gnostics, usually mention Simon 
Magus, Basilides, Valentinus, Marcion (even Apelles). . On the relation of the 
Gnostics to the New Testament writings, and to the New Testament, see Zahn, 
Gesch. des N. Tlichen Kanons. I. 2. p. 718. 

1 Baur^s classification of the Gnostic systems, which rests on the observation 
of how they severally realised the idea of Christianity as the absolute religion, 
in contrast to Judaism and Heathenism, is very ingenious, and contains a great 
element of truth. But it is insufficient with reference to the whole phenomenon 
of Gnosticism, and it has been carried out by Baur by violent abstractions. 

2 The question, therefore, as to the time of the origin of Gnosticism, as a 
complete phenomenon, cannot be answered. The remarks of Hegesippus (Euseb. 
H. £. IV. 22) refer to the Jerusalem Church, and have not even for that the value 
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with the observation that the manifold Gnostic systems were 
produced by the increase of this tendency. In point of fact 
we must admit that in the present state of our sources, we 
can reach no sure knowledge beyond that. These sources, 
however, give certain indications which should not be left 
unnoticed. If we leave out of account the two assertions of 
opponents, that Gnosticism was produced by demons ^ and 
— this, however, was said at a comparatively late period — that 
it originated in ambition and resistance to the ecclesiastical 
office, the episcopate, we find in Hegesippus, one of the earliest 
writers on the subject, the statement that the whole of the 
heretical schools sprang out of Judaism or the Jewish sects; 
in the later writers, Irenaeus, TertuUian and Hippolytus, 
that these schools owe most to the doctrines of Pythagoras, 
Plato, Aristotle, Zeno, etc. * But they all agree in this, that 
a definite personality, viz., Simon the Magician, must be regarded 
as the original source of the heresy. If we try it by these 
statements of the Church Fathers, we must see at once that 
the problem in this case is limited — certainly in a proper 
way. For after Gnosticisnj is seen to be the acute secular- 
ising of Christianity the only question that remains is, how 
are we to account for the origin of the great Gnostic schools, 
that is, whether it is possible to indicate their preliminary 
stages. The following may be asserted here with some confi- 
dence: yLong before the appearance of Christianity, combina- 
tions ^oi religion had taken place in Syria and Palestine, ' 
especially in Samaria, in so far, on the one hand, as the Assyrian 
and Babylonian religious philosophy, together with its myths, as 

of a fixed datum. The only important question here, is the point of time at 
which the expulsion or secession of the schools and unions took place in the 
different national churches. 

1 Justin. Apol. I. 26. 

2 Hegesippus in Euseb. H. E. IV. 22, Iren. II. 14. i f., Tertull. de prsescr. 
7, Hippol. Philosoph. The Church Fathers have also noted the likeness of the 
cultus of Mithras and other deities. 

3 We must leave the Essenes entirely out of account here, as their teaching, 
in all probability, is not to be considered syncretistic in the strict sense of the 
word, (see Lucius, "Der Essenismus", 1 881), and as we know absolutely nothing 
of a greater diffusion of it. But we need no names here, as a syncretistic, 
ascetic Judaism could and did arise everywhere in Palestine and the Diaspora. 
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well as the Greek popular religion, with its manifold interpreta- 
tions, had penetrated as far as the eastern shore of the Medi- 
terranean, and been accepted even by the Jews, and, on the 
other hand, the Jewish Messianic idea had spread and called 
forth various movements. * ><rhe result of every mixing of 
national religions, however, is to break through the traditional, 
legal and particular forms. * For the Jewish religion syn- 
cretism signified the shaking of the authority of the Old 
Testament by a qualitative distinction of its different parts, 
as also doubt as to the identity of the supreme God with 
the national God. These ferments were once more set in 
motion by Christianity. We know that in the Apostolic age 
there were attempts in Samaria to found new religions, which 
were in all probability influenced by the tradition and preach- 
ing concerning Jesus. Dositheus, Simon Magus, Cleobius, 
and Menander appeared as Messiahs or bearers of the God- 
head, and proclaimed a doctrine in which the Jewish faith 
was strangely and grotesquely mixed with Babylonian myths, 
together with some Greek additions. The mysterious worship, 
the breaking up of Jewish particularism, the criticism of the 
Old Testament, which for long had had great difficulty in 
retaining its authority in many circles, in consequence of the 
widened horizon and the deepening of religious feeling, finally, 
the wild syncretism, whose aim, however, was a universal 
religion, all contributed to gain adherents for Simon. ' His 

1 Freudenthal's ^^ Hellenistische Studien'' informs us as to the Samaritan syn- 
cretism; see also Hilgenfeld^s ^^ Ketzergeschichte ^\ p. 149 if. As to the Babylonian 
mythology in Gnosticism, see the statements in the elaborate article, ^^Manicha- 
ismus", by Kessler (Real-Encycl. fur protest. Theol., 2 Aufl.). 

2 Wherever traditional religions are united under the badge of philosophy a 
conservative syncretism is the result, because the allegoric method, that is, the 
criticism of all religion, veiled and unconscious of itself, is able to blast rocks 
and bridge over abysses. All forms may remain here, under certain circum- 
stances, but a new spirit enters into them. On the other hand, where philos- 
ophy is still weak, and the traditional religion is already shaken by another, 
there arises the critical syncretism in which either the gods of one religion are 
subordinated to those of another, or the elements of the traditional religion are 
partly eliminated and replaced by others. Here, also, the soil is prepared for 
new religious formations, for the appearance of religious founders. 

3 It was a serious mistake of the critics to regard Simon Magus as a fiction, 
which, moreover, has been given up by Hilgenfeld (Ketzergeschichte, p. 163 if.), 
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enterprise appeared to the Christians as a diabolical caricature 
of their own religion, and the impression made by the success 
which Simonianism gained by a vigorous propaganda even 
beyond Palestine into the West, supported this idea. * We can 
therefore understand how, afterwards, all heresies were traced 
back to Simon. To this must be added that we can actually 
trace in many Gnostic systems the same elements which were 
prominent in the religion proclaimed by Simon (the Babylo- 
nian and Syrian), and that the new religion of the Simonians, 
just like Christianity, had afterwards to submit to be trans- 
formed into a philosophic, scholastic doctrine. * The formal 
parallel to the Gnostic doctrines was therewith established. 
But even apart from these attempts at founding new religions, 
Christianity in Syria, under the influence of foreign religions 
and speculation on the philosophy of religion, gave a powerful 
impulse to the criticism of the law and the prophets which 
had already been awakened. In consequence of this, there 
appeared, about the transition of the first century to the second, 
a series of teachers, who, under the impression of the Gospel, 
sought to make the Old Testament capable of furthering the 
tendency to a universal religion, not by allegorical interpre- 

and Lipsius (Apocr.- Apostelgesch. II. i), — the latter, however, not decidedly. 
The whole figure, as well as the doctrines attributed to Simon (see Acts of the 
Apostles, Justin, Irenaeus, Hippolytus), not only have nothing improbable in 
them, but suit very well the religious circumstances which we must assume for 
Samaria. The main point in Simon is his endeavour to create a universal religion 
of the supreme God. This explains his success among the Samaritans and 
Greeks. He is really a counterpart to Jesus, whose activity can just as little 
have been unknown to him as that of Paul. At the same time, it cannot be 
denied, that the later tradition about Simon was the most confused and biassed 
imaginable, or that certain Jewish Christians at a later period may have attempted 
to endow the magician with the features of Paul in order to discredit the 
personality and teaching of the Apostle. But this last assumption requires a 
fresh investigation. 

1 Justin. Apol. I. 26: Koi 0'Xff^dy wdrrtq fih 'ZafiapMt^ hxiyot il fuii |y Ux^sq 
y^vffff'iv, i&c 'rdy irp&rw Mv ^Ifiatva SfioKoyoOvnc, itutvov xa) Tpea-xvvoOa-iy (besides 
the account in the Philos. and Orig. c. Cels. i. 57: VI. ii). The positive state- 
ment of Justin that Simon came even to Rome (under Claudius) can hardly 
be refuted from the account of the Apologist himself, and therefore not at all 
(See Renan, "Antichrist"). 

2 We have it as such in the Mfyt^Aif ^AirS^o'tQ which Hippolytus (Philosoph. 
VI. 19. 20) made use of. This Simonianism may perhaps have been related to 
the original, as the doctrines of the Christian Gnostics to the Apostolic preaching. 
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tation, but by a sifting criticism. These attempts were of 
very different kinds. Teachers such as Cerinthus, clung to 
the notion that the universal religion revealed by Christ was 
identical with undefiled Mosaism, and therefore maintained 
even such articles as circumcision and the Sabbath command- 
ment, as well as the earthly kingdom of the future. But they 
rejected certain parts of the law, especially, as a rule, the 
sacrificial precepts, which were no longer in keeping with the 
spiritual conception of religion.^ They conceived the creator 
of the world as a subordinate being distinct from the supreme 
God, which is always the mark of a syncretism with a dual- 
istic tendency; introduced speculations about iEons and an- 
gelic powers, among whom they placed Christ, and recom- 
mended a strict asceticism. When, in their Christology, they 
denied the miraculous birth, and saw in Jesus a chosen man 
on whom the Christ, that is, the Holy Spirit, descended at 
the baptism, they were not creating any innovation, but only 
following the earliest Palestinian tradition. Their rejection of 
the authority of Paul is explained by their efforts to secure 
the Old Testament as far as possible for the universal religion. * 
^^here were others who rejected all ceremonial commandments 
as proceeding from the devil, or from some intermediate 
being, but yet always held firmly that the God of the Jews 
was the supreme God. ^ut alongside of these stood also 
decidedly anti-Jewish groups, who seem to have been influenced 
in part by the preaching of Paul. They advanced much fur- 
ther in the criticism of the Old Testament and perceived the 
impossibility of saving it for the Christian universal religion. 
They rather connected this religion with the cultus-wisdom of 
Babylon and Syria, which seemed more adapted for allegorical 
interpretations, and opposed this formation to the Old Testa- 
ment religion. yThe God of the Old Testament appears here 
at best as a subordinate Angel of limited power, wisdom and 

I The Heretics opposed in the Epistle to the Colossians may belong to 
these. On Cerinthus, see Polycarp, in Iren. III. 3. 2, Irenseus (I. 26. i : III. 
II. i), Hippolytus and the redactions of the Syntagma, Cajus in Euseb. III. 
28. 2, Hilgenfeld, Ketzergeschichte, p. 411 IT. To this category belong also the 
Ebionites and Elkasites of Epiphanius (See Chap. 6). 
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goodness. In so far as he was identified with the creator 
of the world, and the creation of the world itself was regarded 
as an imperfect or an abortive undertaking, expression was 
I given both to the anti-Judaism and to that religious temper of 
the time, which could only value spiritual blessings in contrast 
with the world and the sensuous. These systems appieared 
more or less strictly dualistic, in proportion as they did or 
did not accept a slight co-operation of the supreme God in 
the creation of man, and the way in which the character and 
power of the world-creating God of the Jews was conceived, 
serves as a measure of how far the several schools were from 
the Jewish religion and the Monism that ruled it. All possible 
conceptions of the God of the Jews, from the assumption that 
he is a being supported in his undertakings by the supreme 
God, to his identification with Satan, seem to have been ex- 
hausted in these schools. Accordingly, in the former case, 
the Old Testament was regarded as the revelation of a sub- 
ordinate God, in the latter as the manifestation of Satan, and 
therefore the ethic, — with occasional use of Pauline formulae — 
always assumed an antinomian form, compared with the 
Jewish law, in some cases antinomian even in the sense of 
libertinism. Correspondingly, the anthropology exhibits man 
as bipartite, or even tripartite, and the Christology is strictly 
docetic and anti-Jewish. The redemption by Christ is always, 
as a matter of course, related only to that element in humanity 
which has an affinity with the Godhead. ^ 

I The two Syrian teachers, Satuminus and Cerdo, must in particular be men- 
tioned here. The first (See Iren. I. 24. I. 2, Hippolyt. and the redactions 
of the Syntagma) was not strictly speaking a dualist, and therefore allowed the 
God of the Old Testament to be regarded as an Angel of the supreme God^ 
while at the same time he distinguished him from Satan. Accordingly, he assumed 
that the supreme God co-operated in the creation of man by angel powers — 
sending a ray of light, an image of light, that should be imitated as an example 
and enjoined as an ideal. But all men have not received the ray of light. 
Consequently, two classes of men stand in abrupt contrast with each other. 
History is the conflict of the two. Satan stands at the head of the one, the 
God of the Jews at the head of the other. The Old Testament is a collection 
of prophecies out of both camps. The truly good first appears in the ^on 
Christ, who assumed nothing cosmic, did not even submit to birth. He 
destroys the works of Satan (generation, eating of flesh), and delivers the men 
who have within them a spark of light The Gnosis of Cerdo was much coarser. 
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y^X, is uncertain whether we should think of the spread of 
these doctrines in Syria in the form of a school, or of a 
cultus; probably it was both. From the great Gnostic 
systems as formed by Basilides and Valentinus they are distin- 
guished by the fact, that they lack the peculiar philosophic, 
that is Hellenic element, the speculative conversion of angels 
and iEons into real ideas, etc. | We have almost no knowledge 
of their effect. This Gnosticism has never directly been a 
historical factor of striking importance, and the great question 
is whether it was so indirectly. * That is to say, we do not 
know whether this Syrian Gnosticism was, in the strict sense, 
the preparatory stage of the great Gnostic schools, so that 
these schools should be regarded as an actual reconstruction 
of it. But there can be no doubt that the appearance of the 
great Gnostic schools in the Empire, from Egypt to Gaul, is 
contemporaneous with the vigorous projection of Syrian cults 
westwards, and therefore the assumption is suggested, that the 
Syrian Christian syncretism was also spread in connection with 
that projection, and underwent a change corresponding to the 
new conditions. We know definitely that the Syrian Gnostic, 
Cerdo, came to Rome, wrought there, and exercised an influ- 
ence on Marcion. But no less probable is the assumption 
that the great Hellenic Gnostic schools arose spontaneously, 
in the sense of having been independently developed out of 
the elements to which undoubtedly the Asiatic cults also 
belonged, without being influenced in any way by Syrian 
syncretistic efforts. The conditions for the growth of such 

(Iren. I. 27. i, Hippolyt. and the redactions). He contrasted the good God 
and the God of the Old Testament as two primary beings. The latter he iden- 
tified with the creator of the world. Consequently, he completely rejected the 
Old Testament and everything cosmic and taught that the good God was first re- 
vealed in Christ. Like Satuminus he preached a strict docetism; Christ had no 
body, was not bom, and suffered in an unreal body. All else that the Fathers 
report of Cerdo's teaching has probably been transferred to him from Marcion, 
and is therefore very doubtfal. 

I This question might perhaps be answered if we had the Justinian Syntagma ' 
against all heresies; but, in the present condition of our sources, it remains 
wrapped in obscurity. What may be gathered from the fragments of Hegesip- 
pus, the Epistles of Ignatius, the Pastoral Epistles and other documents, such 
as, for example, the Epistle of Jude, is in itself so obscure, so detached, and 
so ambiguous, that it is of no value for historical construction. 
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formations were nearly the same in all parts of the Empire. 
^The great advance lies in the fact that the religious material, 
as contained in the Gospel, the Old Testament, and the wis- 
dom connected with the old cults, was philosophically, that 
is, scientifically, manipulated by means of allegory, and the 
aggregate of mythological powers translated into an aggregate 
of ideas, ^he Pythagorean and Platonic, more rarely the 
Stoic philosophy, were compelled to do service here. Great 
Gnostic schools, which were at the same time unions for wor- 
ship, first enter into the clear light of history in this form, 
(see previous section), and on the conflict with these, sur- 
rounded as they were by a multitude of dissimilar and related 
formations, depends the progress of the development. * 

We are no longer able to from a perfectly clear picture of 
how these schools came into being, or how they were related 
to the Churches. It lay in the nature of the case that 
the heads of the schools, like the early itinerant heretical 
teachers, ^^evoted attention chiefly, if not exclusively, to 
those wno were already Christian, that is, to the Christian 
communities. * From the Ignatian Epistles, the Shepherd of 

1 There are, above all, the schools of the Basilideans, Valentinians and Ophites. 
To describe the systems in their full development lies, in my opinion, outside 
the business of the history of dogma, and might easily lead to the mistake that 
the systems as such were controverted, and thq^t their construction was peculiar 
to Christian Gnosticism. The construction, as remarked above, is rather that of 
the later Greek philosophy, though it cannot be mistaken that, for us, the full 
parallel to the Gnostic systems first appears in those of the Neoplatonists. 
But only particular doctrines and principles of the Gnostics were resdly called 
in question, their critique of the world, of providence, of the resurrection, etc.; 
these therefore are to be adduced in the next section. The fundamental features 
of an inner development can only be exhibited in the case of the most important, 
viz., the Valentinian school. But even here, we must distinguish an Eastern and 
a Western branch. (Tertull. .adv. Valent. I : ^^ Valentiniani frequentissimum plane 
collegium inter hsereticos". Iren. 1. I; Hippol. Fhilos. VI. 35; Orig. Hom. 
II. 5 in Ezech. Lomm. XIV. p. 40: ^^Valentini robustissima secta"). 

2 Tertull. de prsescr. 42: ^^De verb! autem administratione quid dicam, cum 
hoc sit negotium illis, non ethnicos convertendi, sed nostros evertendi? Hanc 
magis gloriam captant, si stantibus ruinam, non si jacentibus elevationem ope- 
rentur. Quoniam et ipsum opus eorum non de suo proprio aedificio venit, sed 
de veritatis destructione ; nostra suffodiunt, ut sua sedificent. Adime illis legem 
Moysis et prophetas et creatorem deum, accusationem eloqui non habent^^ (See 
adv. Valent. I init.). This is hardly a malevolent accusation. The philosophic 
interpretation of a religion will always impress those only on whom the religion 
itself has already made an impression. 
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Hermas (Vis. III. 7. i : Sim. VIII. 6. 5 : IX. 19. and especially 22), 
and the Didache (XI. i. 2) we see that those teachers who 
boasted of a special knowledge, and sought to introduce 
"strange" doctrines, aimed at gaining the entire churches. 
The beginning, as a rule, was necessarily the formation of 
conventicles. In the first period therefore, when there was 
no really fixed standard for warding off the foreign doctrines — 
Hermas is unable even to characterise the false doctrines — 
the warnings were commonly exhausted in the exhortation: 
KoXXStais To7g iyloig, OTt ol KoXXifitvoi ccvroYg dyixvtiiffOVTatf 
["connect yourselves with the saints, because those who are 
connected with them shall be sanctified. "]^ As a rule, the 
doctrines may really have crept in unobserved, and those 
gained over to them may for long have taken part in a two- 
fold worship, the public worship of the churches, and the 
new consecration. Those teachers must of course have as- 
sumed a more aggressive attitude who rejected the Old Tes- 
tament. The attitude of the Church, when it enjoyed competent 
guidance, was one* of decided opposition towards unmasked or 
recognised false teachers. Yet Irenaeus' account of Cerdo in 
Rome shews us how difficult it was at the beginning to get 
rid of a false teacher.* For Justin, about the year 150, the 
Marcionites, Valentinians, Basilideans and Saturninians, are 
groups outside the communities, and undeserving of the name 
" Christians ". * There must therefore have been at that time, 
in Rome and Asia Minor at least, a really perfect separation 
of those schools from the Churches (it was different in Alex- 
andria). Notwithstanding, this continued to be the region 
from which those schools obtained their adherents. yFor the 

3 Iren. III. 4. 2: Kep^uv etc Tijv iKKkiivietv kx6cdv xoti s^ofAo^oyovftevoQ, oVtuq 
^iBri^etrSy irori fih Xec&poBt$eea-Kee^Vy irori d^ T^Afv s^OfAo^oyoHfJtgvoQt tot^ dd cAey- 
X^fJLSvoQ k^^ oJt; i^lixGrjti KUK&tii ^ i<pta'rdfjtsvoQ rifc r£v ^^eA^^^v a-vvoiteec-y see, 
besides, the valuable account of Tertull. de prsescr. 30. The account of Irenaeus 
(I. 13) is very instructive as to the kind of propaganda of Marcus, and the 
relation of the women he deluded to the Church. Against actually recognised 
false teachers the fixed rule was, to renounce all intercourse with them (2. Joh. 
10. 11; Iren. ep. ad. Florin, on Polycarp's procedure, in Euseb. H. E. V. 20. 
7; Iren III. 3. 4). But how were the heretics to be surely known? 

2 Among those who justly bore this name he distinguishes those d^ bp^oyvAfJitvtg 
mTk ^^vTflf p^ptcreivgt tirtv (Dial, 80). 
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Valentinians recognised that the common Christians were much 
better than the heathen, that they occupied a middle position 
between the "pneumatic" and the "hylic", and might look 
forward to a kind of salvation. This admission, as well as 
their conforming to the common Christian tradition, enabled 
them to spread their views in a remarkable way, and they 
may not have had any objection in many cases, to their 
converts remaining in the great Churclj^-But can this com- 
munity have perceived everywhere and at once, that the 
Valentinian distinction of "psychic" and "pneumatic" is not 
identical with the scriptural distinction of children and men 
in understanding? Where the organisation of the school (the 
union for worship) required a long time of probation, where 
degrees of connection with it were distinguished, and a strict 
asceticism demanded of the perfect, it followed of course that 
those on the lower stage should not be urged to a speedy 
break with the Church. * But after the creation of the 
catholic confederation of churches, existence was made more 
and more difficult for these schools. Some of them lived on 
somewhat like our freemason-unions, some, as in the East, 
became actual sects (confessions), in which the wise and the 
simple now found a place, as they were propagated by families. 
In both cases they ceased to be what they had been at the 
beginning. From about 210, they ceased to be a factor of 



I Very important is the description which Irenaeus (III. 15. 2) and TertuUian 
have given of the conduct of the Valentinians as observed by themselves (adv. 
Valent. i). "Valentiniani nihil magis cumnt quam occultare, quod prsedicant; si tamen 
predicant qui occultant. Custodiae officium conscientiae officium est (a comparison 
with the Eleusinian mysteries follows). Si bona fide quseras, concreto vultu, 
suspenso supercilio, Altum est, aiunt. Si subiiliter temptes per ambiguitates 
bilingues communem fidem adfirmant. Si scire te subostendas negant quidquid 
agnoscunt. Si cominus certes, tuam simplicitatem sua caede dispergunt. Ne 
discipulis quidem propriis ante committunt quam suos fecerint. Habent artificium 
quo prius persuadeant quam edoceant." At a later period Dionysius of Alex, 
(in Euseb. H. E. VII. 7) speaks of Christians who maintain an apparent com- 
munion with the brethren, but resort to one of the false teachers (cf. as to this 
Euseb. H. E. VI. 2. 13). The teaching of Bardesanes influenced by Valentinus, 
who, moreover, was hostile to Marcionitism, was tolerated for a long time in 
Edessa (by the Christian kings), nay, was recognised. The Bardesaniteg and the 
"Palutians" (catholics) were differentiated only after the beginning of the third 
century. 
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the historical development, though the Church of Constantine 
and Theodosius was alone really able to suppress them. 



§ 4. The most important Gnostic Doctrines. 

We have still to measure and compare with the earliest 
tradition those Gnostic doctrines, which, partly at once and 
partly in the following period, became important. Once more, 
however, we must expressly refer to the fact, that the epoch- 
making significance of Gnosticism for the history of dogma, 
must/iot be sought chiefly in the particular doctrines, but 
rather in the whole way in which Christianity is here conceived 
and transformed.^/The decisive thing is the conversion of the 
Grospel into a doctrine, into an absolute philosophy of religion, 
the transforming of the disciplina Evangelii into an asceticism 
based on a dualistic conception, and into a practice of mys- 
teries. ^ We have now briefly to shew, with due regard to 
the earliest tradition, how far this transformation was of posi- 
tive or negative significance for the following period, that is, 
in what respects the following development was anticipated by 
Gnosticism, and in what respects Gnosticism was disavowed . 
by this development. * 

1 There can be no doubt that the Gnostic propaganda was seriously hindered 
by the inability to organise and discipline churches, which is characteristic of 
all philosophic systems of religion. The Gnostic organisation of schools and 
mysteries was not able to contend with the episcopal organisation of the 
churches; see Ignat. ad Smyr. 6. 2; Tertull. de prsescr. 41. Attempts at actual 
formations of churches were not altogether wanting in the earliest period; at a 
later period they were forced on some schools. We have only to read Iren. 
III. 15. 2 in order to see that these associations could only exist by finding 
support in a church. Irenaeus expressly remarks that the Valentinians designated 
the common Christians jm^oXiko/ (communes) xa) iJocXiia'tcwTtKof^ but that they, 
on the other hand, complained that ^^ we kept away from their fellowship without 
cause, as they thought like ourselves." 

2 The differences between the Gnostic Christianity and that of the Church, 
that is, the later ecclesiastical theology, were fluid, if we observe the following 
points, (i) That even in the main body of the Church, the element of know- 
ledge was increasingly emphasised, and the Gospel bejgan to be converted into 
a perfect knowledge of the world (increasing reception of Greek philosophy, 
development of t/tt/c to yv&vtQ), (2) That the dramatic eschatology began to 
fade away. (3) That room was made for docetic views, and value put upon a 
strict asceticism. On the other hand, we must note: (i) That all this existed 
only in germ or fragments within the great Church during the flourishing 



w« 



Chap, iv.] ACUTE SECULARISING OF CHRISTIANITY 253 

(i) Christianity j which is the only true and absolute religion, 
embraces a revealed system of doctrine (positive). 

(2) This doctrine contains mysterious powers, which are com- 
municated to men by initiation (mysteries). 

(3) The revealer is Christ (positive), but Christ alone, and 
only in his historical appearance — no Old Testament Christ 
(negative); this appearance is itself redemption: the doctrine 
is the announcement of it and of its presuppositions (positive). * 

(4) Christian doctrine is to be drawn from the Apostolic 
tradition, critically examined. This tradition lies before us in 
a series of Apostolic writings, and in a secret doctrine derived 
from the Apostles, (positive). * As exoteric it is compre- 

period of Gnosticism. (2) That the great Chutch held fast to the facts fixed 
in the baptismal formula (in the Kerygma)^ and to the eschatological expecta- 
tions, further, to the creator of the world as the supreme God, to the unity of 
Jesus Christ, and to the Old Testament, and therefore rejected dualism. (3) That 
the great Church defended the unity and equality of the human race, and 
therefore the uniformity and universal aim of the Christian salvation. (4) That 
it rejected every introduction of new, especially of Oriental Mythologies, guided 
in this by the early Christian consciousness and a sure intelligence. A deeper, 
more thorough distinction, between the Church and the Gnostic parties hardly 
dawned on the consciousness of either. The Church developed herself instinc- 
tively into an imperial Church, in which office was to play the chief role. The 
Gnostics sought to establish or conserve associations in which the genius should 
rule, the genius in the way of the old prophets or in the sense of Plato, or in 
the sense of a union of prophecy and philosophy. In the Gnostic conflict, at 
least at its close, the judicial priest fought with the virtuoso and overcame him. 

1 The absolute significance of the person of Christ was very plainly expressed 
in Gnosticism (Christ is not only the teacher of the truth, but the manifestation 
of the truth), more plainly than where he was regarded as the subject of Old 
Testament revelation. The pre-existent Christ has significance in some Gnostic 
schools, but always a comparatively subordinate one. The isolating of the person 
of Christ, and quite as much the explaining away of his humanity, is manifestly out 
of harmony with the earliest tradition. But, on the other hand, it must not be 
denied that the Gnostics recognised redemption in the historical Christ: Christ 
personally procured it (see under 6. h.). 

2 In this thesis, which may be directly corroborated by the most important 
Gnostic teachers. Gnosticism shews that it desires in thesi (in a way similar 
to Fhilo) to continue on the soil of Christianity as a positive religion. Con- 
scious of being bound to tradition, it first definitely raised the question, what is 
Christianity ? and criticised and sifted the sources for an answer to the question. The 
rejection of the Old Testament led it to that question and to this sifting. It 
may be maintained with the greatest probability, that the idea of a canonical 
collection of Christian writings first emerged among the Gnostics (see also 
Marcion). They really needed such a collection, while all those who recognised 
the Old Testament as a document of revelation and gave it a Christian inter- 
pretation, did not at first need a new document, but simply joined on the new 
to the old, the Gospel to the Old Testament. From the numerous frag- 
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ments of Gnostic commentaries on New Testament writings which have been 
preserved, we see that these writings there enjoyed canonical authority, while at 
the same period, we hear nothing of such authority, nor of commentaries in 
the main body of Christendom (see Heinrici, "Die Valentinianische Gnosis, 
u. d. h. Schrift" 1871). Undoubtedly, sacred writings were selected according 
to the principle of apostolic origin. This is proved by the inclusion of the Pauline 
Epistles in the collections of books. There is evidence of such having been made 
by the Naassenes, Peratae, Valentinians, Marcion, Tatian and the Gnostic Justin. 
The collection of the Valentinians, and the Canon of Tatian must have really 
coincided with the main parts of the later Ecclesiastical Canon. The later Val- 
entinians accommodated themselves to this Canon, that is, recognised the books 
that had been added (TertuU. de praescr. 38). The question as to who first 
conceived and realised the idea of a Canon of Christian writings, Basilides, or 
Valentinus, or Marcion, or whether this was done by several at the same time, 
will always remain obscure, though many things favour Marcion. If it should 
even be proved that Basilides (see Euseb. H. E. IV. 7. 7) and Valentinus him- 
self, regarded the Gospels only as authoritative, yet the full idea of the Canon 
lies already in the fact of their making these the foundation and interpreting 
them allegorically. The question as to the extent of the Canon afterwards 
became the subject of an important controversy between the Gnostics and the 
Catholic Church. The Catholics throughout took up the position that their Canon 
was the earlier, and the Gnostic collection the corrupt revision of it (they were 
unable to adduce proof, as is attested by TertuUian's de praescr.). But the aim 
of the Gnostics to establish themselves on the uncorrupted apostolic tradition, 
gathered from writings, was crossed by three tendencies, which, moreover, were 
all jointly operative in the Christian communities and are therefore not peculiar 
to Gnosticism, (i) By faith in the continuance of prophecy, in which new things 
are always revealed by the Holy Spirit (the Basilidean and Marcionite prophets). 
(2) By the assumption of an esoteric secret tradition of the Apostles (see Clem. 
Strom. VII. 17. 106. 108; Hipp. Philos. VII. 20; Iren. I. 25. 5: III. 2. i; 
TertuU. de praescr. 25. Cf. the Gnostic book, Wo'rtQ Lo4>/«, which in great 
part is based on doctrines said to be imparted by Jesus to his disciples after 
his resurrection). (3) By the inability to oppose the continuous production of 
Evangelic writings, in other words, by the continuance of this kind of literature 
and the addition of Acts of the Apostles (Gospel of the Egyptians (?), other 
Gospels, Acts of John, Thomas, Philip, etc. We know absolutely nothing 
about the conditions under which these writings originated, the measure of 
authority which they enjoyed, or the way in which they gained that authority). 
In all these points, which in Gnosticism hindered the development of Christi- 
anity to* the "religion of a new book", the Gnostic schools shew that they 
stood precisely under the same conditions as the Christian communities in 
general (see above Chap. 3. § 2). If all things do not deceive us, the same 
inner development may be observed even in the Valentinian school, as in the 
great Church, viz., the production of sacred Evangelic and Apostolic wri- 
tings, prophecy and secret gnosis, falling more and more into the background, 
and the completed Canon becoming the most important basis of the doctrine of 
religion. The later Valentinians (see TertuU. de praescr. and adv. Valent.) 
seem to have appealed chiefly to this Canon, and Tatian no less (about whose 
Canon, see my Texte u. Unters. I. i. 2. pp. 213-218). But finsdly, we must 
refer to the fact, that it was the highest concern of the Gnostics to famish the 
historical proof of the Apostolic origin of their doctrine by an exact reference 
to the links of the tradition (see Ritschl, Entstehung der altkath. Kirche. 2nd 
ed. p. 338 f.) Here again it appears, that Gnosticism shared with Christendom 
the universal presupposition, that the valuable thing is the Apostolic origin 
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hended in the regula fidei (positive), * as esoteric it is prop- 
agated by chosen teachers. * 

(5) The documents of revelation (Apostolic writings), just because 
they are such, must be interpreted by means of allegory, that is, 
their deeper meaning must be extracted in this way (positive). » 

(see above, p. 160 f.),but that it first created artificial chains of tradition, and 
that this is the first point in which it was followed by the Church: (see the 
appeals to the Apostle Matthew, to Peter and Paul through the mediation of 
" Glaukias " and " Theodas ", to James and the favourite disciples of the Lord, in 
the case of the Naassenes, Ophites, Basilideans and Valentinians, etc. ; see, further, 
the close of the Epistle of Ptolemy to Flora in Epiphan. H. 33. 7: Ma^a-ifi 
i%viQ xeti rifv tovtov cipx*!^ '''^ ^ yivvifo-iVj cc^iovfisvii rviq itfeoo'ro^iK^^ ^apa^da-euQ, 
)f SK itotiox^Q fuc^i ^(JWQ ^etipetXii^eeiJtsv, i^grk KOCtpcO [sic] Kecvov/a-at ^r^vraq roi>Q 
K6yovq Tjji Tofj a-atriipoQ itieLVKCt^.(^^ as well as the passages adduced above un- 
der 2). From this it further follows that the Gnostics may have compiled their 
Canon solely according to the principle of Apostolic origin. Upon the whole 
we may see here, how foolish it is to seek to dispose of Gnosticism with the 
phrase, "lawless fancies". On the contrary, the Gnostics purposely took their 
stand on the tradition; nay, they were the first in Christendom who determined 
the range, contents and manner of propagating the tradition. They are thus the 
first Christian theologians. 

1 Here also we have a point of unusual historical importance. As we first 
find a new Canon among the Gnostics, so also among them (and in Marcion) 
we first meet with the traditional complex of the Christian Kerygma as a doc- 
trinal confession {regula fidei)^ that is, as a confession, which, because it is fun- 
damental, needs a speculative exposition, but is set forth by this exposition as 
the summary of all wisdom. The hesitancy about the details of the Kerygma 
only shews the general uncertainty which at that time prevailed. But again, 
we see that the later Valentinians completely accommodated themselves to the 
later development in the Church (TertuU. adv. Valent. I: "communem fidem 
adfirmant"), that is, attached themselves, probably even from the first, to the 
existing forms, while in the Marcionite Church a peculiar regula was set up by 
a criticism of the tradition. The regula^ as a matter of course, was regarded as 
Apostolic. On Gnostic regulce^ see Iren. I. 21. 5, 31. 3: II. praef. : II. 19. 
8: III. II. 3: III. 16. I. 5; Ptolem. ap. Epiph. h. 33. 7; TertuU. adv. Valent. i. 
4: de prsescr. 42: adv. Marc. I. i: IV. 5. 175 Ep. Petri ad Jacob, in Clem. 
Hom. c. I. We still possess, in great part verbatim, the regula of Apelles, in 
Epiphan. h. 44. 2. Irenseus (I. 7. 2) and TertuU. (de came 20) state that the 
Valentinian regula contained the formula: ^^ ysvwiHvret $tk Motptaq"'^ see on this 
p. 203. In noting that the two points so decisive for Catholicism, the Canon 
of the New Testament and the Apostolic regula^ were first, in the strict sense, 
set up by the Gnostics on the basis of a definite fixing and systematising of 
the oldest tradition, we may see that the weakness of Gnosticism here consisted 
in its inability to exhibit the publicity of tradition and to place its propa- 
gation in close connection with the organisation of the churches. 

2 We do not know the relation in which the Valentinians placed the public 
Apostolic regula fidei^ to the secret doctrine derived from one Apostle. The 
Church, in opposition to the Gnostics, strongly emphasised the publicity of 
aU tradition. Yet afterwards, though with reservations, she gave a wide scope 
to the assumption of a secret tradition. 

3 The Gnostics transferred to the Evangelic writings, and demanded as simply 
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(6) The following may be noted as the main points in the 
Gnostic conception of the several parts of the regula fidei, 

(a) The difference between the supreme God and the 
creator of the world, and therewith the opposing of redemp- 
tion and creation, and therefore, the separation of the Mediator 
of revelation from the Mediator of creation. * 

(b) The separation of the supreme God from the God of 
the Old Testament, and therewith the rejection of the Old 
Testament, or the assertion that the Old Testament contains 
no revelations of the supreme God, or at lea:st only in cer- 
tain parts. * 

(c) The doctrine of the independence and eternity of matter, 
{d) The assertion that the present world sprang from a fall 

necessary, the methods which Barnabas and others used in expounding the 
Old Testament (see the samples of their exposition in Irenseus and Clement. 
Heinrici 1. c). In this way, of course, all the specialties of the systems may 
be foimd in the documents. The Church at first condemned this method (Ter- 
tuU. de praescr. 17-19. 39; Iren. I. 8. 9), but applied it herself from the mo- 
ment in which she had adopted a New Testament Canon of equal authority 
with that of the Old Testament. However, the distinction always remained, that 
in the confrontation of the two Testaments with the view of getting proofs from 
prophecy, the history of Jesus described in the Gospels was not at first allegor- 
ised. Yet afterwards, the Christological dogmas of the third and following 
centuries demanded a docetic explanation of many points in that history. 

1 In the Valentinian, as well as in all systems not coarsely dualistic, the 
Redeemer Christ has no doubt a certain share in the constitution of the highest 
class of men, but only through complicated mediations. The significance which 
is attributed to Christ in many systems for the production or organisation of 
the upper world, may be mentioned. In the Valentinian system there are sever- 
al mediators. It may be noted that the abstract conception of the divine prim- 
itive Being seldom called forth a real controversy. As a rule, offence was 
taken only at the expressions. 

2 The Epistle of Ptolemy to Flora is very instructive here. If we leave out 
of account the peculiar Gnostic conception, we have represented in Ptolemy's 
criticism the later Catholic view of the Old Testament, as well as also die 
beginning of a historical conception of it. The Gnostics were the first critics of 
the Old Testament in Christendom. Their allegorical exposition of the Evan- 
gelic writings should be taken along with their attempts at interpreting the Old 
Testament literally and historically. It may be noted, for example, that the 
Gnostics were the first to call attention to the significance of the change of 
name for God in the Old Testament; see Iren. II. 35. 3. The early Christian 
tradition led to a procedure directly the opposite. Apelles, in particular, the 
disciple of Marcion, exercised an intelligent criticism on the Old Testament, 
see my treatise, "de Apellis gnosi." p. 71 sq., and also Texte u. Unters. VI. 3. 
p. Ill if. Marcion himself recognised the historical contents of the Old Testa- 
ment as reliable, and the criticism of most Gnostics only called in question 
its religious value. 
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of man, or from an undertaking hostile to God, and is there- 
fore the product of an evil or intermediate being. * 

(e) The doctrine, that evil is inherent in matter, and there- 
fore is a physical potence. > 

(/) The assumption of ^ons, that is, real powers and hea- 
venly persons in whom is unfolded the absoluteness of the 
Godhead. * 

1 Ecclesiastical opponents rightly put no value on the fact, that some 
Gnostics advanced to Pan-Satanism with regard to the conception of the world, 
while others beheld a certain justitia civilis ruling in the world. For the stand- 
point which the Christian tradition had marked out, this distinction is just as 
much a matter of indifference, as the other, whether the Old Testament pro- 
ceeded from an evil, or from an intermediate being. The Gnostics attempted 
to cotrect the judgment of faith about the world and its relation to God, by 
an empiric view of the world. Here again they are by no means "visionaries", 
however fantastic the means by which they^have expressed their judgment about 
the condition of the world, and attempted to explain that condition. Those, 
rather are "visionaries" who give themselves up to the belief that the world 
is the work of a good and omnipotent Deity, however apparently reasonable 
the arguments they adduce. The Gnostic (Hellenistic) philosophy of religion, at 
this point, comes into the sharpest opposition to the central point of the Old 
Testament Christian belief, and all else really depends on this. Gnosticism is 
antichristian so far as it takes away from Christianity its Old Testament foun- 
dation, and belief in the identity of the creator of the world with the supreme 
God. That was immediately felt and noted by its opponents. 

2 The ecclesiastical opposition was long uncertain on this point. It is inte- 
resting to note that Basilides portrayed the sin inherent in the child from birth, 
in a way that makes one feel as though he were listening to Augustine (see 
the fragment from the 23rd book of the 'E^ifTifr/xi, in Clem., Strom. VI. 12. 
83). But it is of great importance to note how even very special later termin- 
ologies, dogmas, etc., of the Church, were in a certain way anticipated by the 
Gnostics. Some samples will be given below; but meanwhile we may here 
refer to a fragment from Apelles' Syllogisms in Ambrosius (de Parad. V. 28): 
^^ Si hominem non perfectum fecit deus, unusquisque autem per industriam pro- 
priam perfectionem sibi virtutis adsciscit: nonne videtur plus sibi homo adqui- 
rere, quam ei deus contulit?" One seems here to be transferred into the fifth 
century. 

3 The Gnostic teaching did not meet with a vigorous resistance even on this 
point, and could also appeal to the oldest tradition. The arbitrariness in the 
number, derivation and designation of the i^ons was contested. The aversion 
to barbarism also co-operated here, in so far as Gnosticism delighted in myste- 
rious words borrowed from the Semites. But the Semitic element attracted as 
well as repelled the Greeks and Romans of the second century. The Gnostic 
terminologies within the JEon speculations were partly reproduced among the 
Catholic theologians of the third century ; most important is it that the Gnostics 
have already made use of the concept " 6 110060- to^ " ; see Iren., I. 5. i : tlAA^ 
rd fih TviVfiarixdv fiii Mw^a-dat abriiv fiop^&a-cttj ifrst^ij dfjtoo^otov ^fr^px'v ctitrf 
(said of the Sophia): L 5. 4, teat roOrov tlvai rdv xctr^ sludvet xai dfio/ao'tv ygyo- 
vSra' HOT* ilKdvcc likv rdv t^Aixdv ^frApxity^ frapaTkvivtov fih, iAA' oi>x ifioo^riov rfi 
$9^ xu^* Sfiofcto'tv di rdv ^fvxtudv, I 5. 5: rd ^) xCiffia r^c fJtiirp^Q r^C *'A;g«fUtfd , 
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(g) The assertion that Christ revealed a God hitherto un- 
known. 

(A) The doctrine , that in the person of Jesus Christ — the 
Gnostics saw in it redemption, but they reduced the person 
to the physical nature — the heavenly JEon, Christ, and the 
human appearance of that iEon must be clearly distinguished, 
and a "distincte agere" ascribed to each. Accordingly there 
were some, such as Basilides, who acknowledged no real union 
between Christ and the man Jesus, whom besides they regarded 
as an earthly man. Others, e.g., part of the Valentin- 
ians, among whom the greatest differences prevailed — see 
Tertull. adv. Valent. 39 — taught that the body of Jesus was 
a heavenly psychical formation, and sprang from the womb 
of Mary only in appearance. Finally, a third party, such as 
Saturninus, declared that the whole visible appearance of 
Christ was a phantom, and therefore denied the birth of Christ. ^ 

6iioo^a'to¥ vvApxov r$ (inrpL In aU these cases the word means ^^of one sub- 
stance". It is found in the same sense in Clem., Horn. 20. 7: See also Philos. 
VII. 22; Clem., Exc. Theod. 42. Other terms also which have acquired great 
significance in the Church since the days of Origen, {e» g.^ Jtyimniroq)^ are found 
among the Gnostics, see £p. Ptol. ad Floram, 5. and Bigg. (1. c. p. 58, note 3) 
calls attention to the appearance of rptdq in Excerpt, ex. Theod. §80, perhaps 
the earliest passage. 

I The characteristic of the Gnostic Christology is not Docetism, in the strict 
sense, but the doctrine of the two natures, that is, the distinction between Jesus 
and Christ, or the doctrine that the Redeemer as Redeemer was not a man. 
The Gnostics based this view on the inherent sinfulness of human nature, and 
it was shared by many teachers of the age without being based on any prin- 
ciple (see above p. 195 f.). The most popular of the three Christologies briefly 
characterised above was undoubtedly that of the Valentinians. It is found, 
with great variety of details, in most of the nameless fragments of Gnostic lit- 
erature that have been preserved, as well as in Apelles. This Christology might 
be accommodated to the accounts of the Gospels and the baptismal confession 
(how far is shewn by the regula of Apelles, and that of the Valentinians may 
have run in similar terms). It was taught here that Christ had passed through 
Mary as a channel; from this doctrine followed very easily the notion of the 
Virginity of Mary, uninjured- even after the birth — it was already known to 
Clem. Alex. (Strom. VII. 16. 93). The Church also, later on, accepted this 
view. It is very difficult to get a clear idea of the Christology of Basilides, 
as very diverse doctrines were afterwards set up in his school as is shewn .by 
the accounts. Among them is the doctrine, likewise held by others, that Christ 
in descending from the highest heaven took to himself something from every 
sphere through which he passed. Something similar is found among the Val- 
entinians, some of whose prominent leaders made a very complicated phenomenon 
of Christ, and gave him also a direct relation to the demiurge. There is 
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Christ separates that which is unnaturally united, and thus 
leads everything back again to himself; in this redemption 
consists (full contrast to the notion of the Avao(€0a^loo(riq). 



further found here the doctrine of the heavenly humanity, which was afterwards 
accepted by ecclesiastical theologians. Along with the fragments of Basilides the 
account of Clem. Alex, seems to me the most reliable. According to this, Basil- 
ides taught that Christ descended on the man Jesus at the baptism. Some of 
the Valentinians taught something similar: the Christology of Ptolemy is char- 
acterised by the union of all conceivable Christological theories. The different 
early Christian conceptions may be found in him. Basilides did not admit 
a real union between Christ and Jesus; but it is interesting to see how the 
Pauline Epistles caused the theologians to view the sufferings of Christ as ne- 
cessarily based on the assumption of sinful flesh, that is, to deduce from the 
sufferings that Christ has assumed sinful flesh. The Basilidean Christology will 
prove to be a peculiar preliminary stage of the later ecclesiastical Christology. 
The anniversary of the baptism of Christ was to the Basilideans, as the day of 
the iT/^iy»«, a high festival day (see Clem., Strom. I. 21. 146): they fixed it 
for the 6th (2nd) January. And in this also the Catholic Church has followed 
the Gnosis. The real docetic Christology as represented by Satuminus (and 
Marcion) was radically opposed to the tradition, and struck out the birth of 
Jesus, as well as the first 30 years of his life. An accurate exposition of the 
Gnostic Christologies, which would carry us too far here, (see especially Ter- 
tulL, de came Christi), would shew, that a great part of the questions which 
occupy Church theologians till the present day, were already raised by the 
Gnostics; for example, what happened to the body of Christ after the resurrec- 
tion? (see the doctrines of Apelles and Hermogenes); what significance the ap- 
pearance of Christ had for the heavenly and Satanic powers? what meaning 
belongs to his sufferings, although there was no real suffering for the heavenly 
Christ, but only for Jesus? etc. In no other point do the anticipations in the 
Gnostic dogmatic stand out so plainly (see the system of Origen; many passa- 
ges bearing on the subject will be found in the third and fourth volumes of 
this work, to which readers are referred). The Catholic Church has learned 
but little from the Gnostics, that is, from the earliest theologians in Christen- 
dom, in the doctrine of God and the world, but very much in Christology, and 
who can maintain that she has ever completely overcome the Gnostic doctrine 
of the two natures, nay, even Docetism? Redemption viewed in the historical 
person of Jesus, that is, in the appearance of a Divine being on the earth, but 
the person divided and the real history of Jesus explained away and made in- 
operative, is the signature of the Gnostic Christology — this, however, is also the 
danger of the system of Origen and those systems that are dependent on him 
(Docetism) as well as, in another way, the danger of the view of TertuUian 
and the Westerns (doctrine of two natures). Finally, it should be noted that 
the Gnosis always made a distinction between the supreme God and Christ, but 
that, from the religious position, it had no reason for emphasising that distinc- 
tion. For to many Gnostics, Christ was in a certain way the manifestation of 
the supreme God himself, and therefore in the more popular writings of the 
Gnostics (see the Acta Johannis) expressions are applied to Christ which seem 
to identify him with God. The same thing is true of Marcion and also of 
Valentinus (see his Epistle in Clem., Strom. II. 20. 114: sU ^^ '(rriv iy«drfc, 0^ 
vapovr/a tf hk roC OioO ^ipurtQ), This Gnostic estimate of Christ has undoubt- 
edly had a mighty influence on the later Church development of Christology. 
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(i) The conversion of the ixK\fial» (it was no innovation to 
regard the heavenly Church as an iEon), into the college of 
the pneumatic, who alone in virtue of their psychological en- 
dowment are capable of Gnosis and the divine life, while the 
others, likewise in virtue of their constitution, as hylic perish. 
The Valentinians, and probably many other Gnostics also, 
distinguished between pneumatic, psychic and hylic. They 
regarded the psychic as capable of a certain blessedness, and 
of a corresponding certain knowledge of the supersensible, the 
latter being obtained through Pistis, that is, through Chris- 
tian faith. 1 

We might say without hesitation that to most Gnostics Christ was a wveVfJUi, 
6fioo6a'tov Ti^ varp/. The details of the life, sufferings and resurrection of Jesus 
are found in many Gnostics, transformed, complemented and arranged in the 
way in which Celsus (Orig., c. Cels. I. II) required for an impressive and cred- 
ible history. Celsus indicates how everything must have taken place if Christ 
had been a God in human form. The Gnostics in part actually narrate it so. 
What an instructive coincidence! How strongly the docetic view itself was ex- 
pressed in the case of Valentinus, and how the exaltation of Jesus above the 
earthly was thereby to be traced back to his moral struggle, is shewn in the 
remarkable fragment of a letter (in Clem., Strom. III. 7. 59): Tl^vra v^ofisfvet^ 
iyKparti<; rifv BsSniTec *Iiia-oGQ elfyd^ero. \liff6ttv ykf kou '4irte¥ Hiuq ouk &^oitioi>g 
rit ^pufiaret, roo'x^Tff $y avr^ rifc syKpeerefuQ ivvocfitq, Sa-re xai fifj ^apfjveu rifv 
rpo^v 8v atfT^ ivTit rd ^ilptv^ai avrh^ ouk etxsv. In this notion, however, there 
is more sense and historical meaning than in that of the later ecclesiastical 
aphtharto-docetism. 

I The Gnostic distinction of classes of men was connected with the old 
distinction of stages in spiritual understanding, but has its basis in a law of 
nature. There were again empirical and psychological views — they must have 
been rejg;arded as very important, had not the Gnostics taken them from the 
traditions of the philosophic schools — which made the universalism of the 
Christian preaching of salvation, appear unacceptable to the Gnostics. Moreover, 
the transformation of religion into a doctrine of the school, or into a mystery cult, 
always resulted in the distinction of the knowing from the profanum vulgus. 
But in the Valentinian assiimption, that the common Christians as psychical 
occupy an intermediate stage, and that they are saved by faith, we have a com- 
promise which completely lowered the Gnosis to a scholastic doctrine within 
Christendom. Whether and in what way the Catholic Church maintained the 
significance of Pistis as contrasted with Gnosis, and in what .way the distinction 
between the knowing (priests) and the laity was there reached, will be examined 
in its proper place. It should be noted, however, that the Valentinian, Ptolemy, 
ascribes freedom of will to the psychic (which the pneumatic and hylic lack), 
and therefore has sketched by way of by-work a theology for the psychical 
beside that for the pneumatic, which exhibits striking harmonies with the exoteric 
system of Origen. The denial by Gnosticism of free will, and therewith of 
moral responsibility, called forth very decided contradiction. Gnosticism, that 
is, the acute hellenising of Christianity, was wrecked in the Church on free 
will, the Old Testament and eschatology. 
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(k) The rejection of the entire early christian eschatology, 
especially the second coming of Christ, the resurrection of 
the body and Christ's Kingdom of glory on the earth, and, 
in connection with this, the assertion that the deliverance of 
the spirit from the sensuous can be expected only from the 
future, while the spirit enlightened about itself already pos- 
sesses immortality, and only awaits its introduction into the 
pneumatic pleroma. » 

I The greatest deviation of Gnosticism from tradition appears in eschatology, 
along with the rejection . of the Old Testament and the separation of the creator 
of the world from the supreme God. Upon the whole our sources say very 
little about the Gnostic eschatology. This, however, is not astonishing; for the 
Gnostics had not much to say on the matter, or what they had to say found 
expression in their doctrine of the genesis of the world, and that of redemption 
through Christ. We learn that the regula of Apelles closed with the words: 
Mimt tU olffeevhv H^sv xcti ijxg, instead of fiSsv 'ipx'^^ xfivcu ^SvrecQ xect vtxfo^Q, 
We know that Marcion, who may already be mentioned here, referred the whole 
eschatological expectations of early Christian times to the province of the god 
of the Jews, and we hear that Gnostics (Valentinians) retained the words vctpkd^ 
i^Avreia-tv, but interpreted them to mean that one must rise i& this life, that is 
perceive the truth (thus the "resurrectio a mortuis", that is, exaltation above 
the earthly, took the place of the ''resurrectio mortuorum"; See Iren. 11. 31.2: 
TertulL, de resurr. camis, 19). While the Christian tradition placed a great 
drama at the close of history, the Gnostics regard the history itself as the drama, 
which virtually closes with the (first) appearing of Christ. It may not have 
been the opinion of all Gnostics that the resurrection has already taken place, 
yet for most of them the expectations of the future seem to have been quite 
faint, and above all without significance. The life is so much included in 
knowledge, that we nowhere in our sources find a strong expression of hope in 
a life beyond, (it is difierent in the earliest Gnostic documents preserved in the 
Coptic language) and the introduction of the spirits into the Pleroma appears 
very vague and uncertain. But it is of great significance that those Gnostics 
who, according to their premises, required a real redemption from the world as 
the highest good, remained finally in the same uncertainty and religious despon- 
dency with regard to this redemption, as characterised tiie Greek philosophers. 
A religion which is a philosophy of religion remains at all times fixed to this 
life, however strongly it may emphasise the contrast between the spirit and its 
surroundings, and however ardently it may desire redemption. The desire for 
redemption is unconsciously replaced by the thinker's joy in his knowledge, 
which allays the desire (Iren., III. 15. 2: ''Inflatus est iste [scil. the Valentinian 
proud of knowledge] neque in coelo, neque in terra putat se esse, sed intra 
Pleroma introisse et complexum jam angelum suum, cum institorio et supercilio 

incedit gallinacei elationem habens Plurimi, quasi jam perfecti, semetipsos 

spiritales vocant, et se nosse jam dicunt eum qui sit intra Pleroma ipsorum re- 
frigerii locum"). As in every philosophy of religion, an element of free think- 
ing appears very plainly here also. The eschatological hopes can only have 
been maintained in vigour by the conviction that the world is of God. But we 
must finally refer to the fact, that even in eschatology. Gnosticism only drew 
the inferences from views which were pressing into Christendom from all sides. 
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In addition to what has been mentioned here, \i^e must 
finally fix our attention on the ethics of Gnosticism. Like 
the ethics of all systems which are based on the contrast 
between the sensuous and spiritual elements of human nature, 
that of the Gnostics took a twofold direction. On the one 
hand, it sought to suppress and uproot the sensuous, and thus 
became strictly ascetic (imitation of Christ as motive of asce- 
ticism ; * Christ and the Apostles represented as ascetics) ; * 
on the other hand, it treated the sensuous element as indif- 
ferent and so became libertine, that is conformed to the 
world. The former was undoubtedly the more common, 
though there are credible witnesses to the latter ; the freqiien- 
tissitnum collegium in particular, the Valentinians, in the 
days of Irenaeus and TertuUian, did not vigorously enough 
prohibit a lax and world-conforming morality, * and among 
the Syrian and Egyptian Gnostics there were associationis 
which celebrated the most revolting orgies. * As the early 
Christian tradition summoned to a strict renunciation of the 
world and to self-control, the Gnostic asceticism could not but 
make an impression at the first; but the dualistic basis on 
which it rested could not fail to excite suspicion as soon as 
one was capable of examining it. ^ 

and were in an increasing measure endangering its hopes of the future. Be- 
sides, in some Valentinian circles, the future life was viewed as a condition of 
education, as a progress through the series of the (seven) heavens ; i, e,^ purga- 
torial experiences in the future were postulated. Both afterwards, from the time 
of Origen, forced their way into the doctrine of the Church (purgatory, different 
ranks in heaven), Clement and Origen being throughout strongly influenced by 
the Valentinian eschatology. 
^^«^ I See the passage Clem., Strom. III. 6, 49, which is given above p. 238. 
>' 2 Cf. the Apocryphal Acts of Apostles and diverse legends of Apostles 

(e.g,^ in Clem. Alex.). 

3 More can hardly be said: the heads of schools were themselves earnest 
men. No doubt statements such as that of Heracleon seem to have led to laxity 
in the lower sections of the collegium: 6fioXoyUy ehett rifv fjth iv r^ tAttk tuti 
TToAiTt/^f r^v ii iv ^«v$* 4 fih cZv iv ^«tvf dfio^oyfa xai stfi t&v i^ouo't&v y(v§rcu, 
^y (Uvufv d/44)Xoy/av nyoVvrat uvm oi ^ohXoi, otfx ^t&^ iCvxvrau ii r«^nfv r^v 
SfJioXoyfeiv xcu oi C^oxptreu 6fio^oyt7v. 

4 See Epiph. h. 26, and the statements in the Coptic Gnostic works. (Schmidt, 
Texte u. Unters. VIII. i. 2. p. 566 ff.). 

5 There arose in this way an extremely difficult theoretical problem, but 
practically a convenient occasion for throwing asceticism altogether overboard, 
with the Gnostic asceticism, or restricting it to easy exercises. This is not the 
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Literature. — The writings of Justin (his syntagma against 
heresies has not been preserved), Irenseus, TertuUian, Hip- 
place for entering into the details. Shibboleths, such as ^^vrt oh rk^ ^^o-fic, 
ihyJk rkq yvufjutq r&v kcm&v^ may have soon appeared. It may be noted here, 
that the asceticism which gained the victory in Monasticism, was not really 
that which sprang from early Christian, but from Greek impulses, without, of 
course, being based on the same principle. Gnosticism anticipated the future even 
here. That could be much more clearly proved in the history of the worship. 
A few points which are of importance for the history of dogma may be men- 
tioned here: (i) The Gnostics viewed the traditionaJ sacred actions (Baptism 
and the Lord's Supper) entirely as mysteries, and applied to them the termin- 
ology of the mysteries (some Gnostics set them aside as psychic); but in doing 
so they were only drawing the inferences from changes which were then in 
process throughout Christendom. To what extent the later Gnosticism in partic- 
cular was interested in sacraments, may be studied especially in the Pistis 
Sophia and the other Coptic works of the Gnostics, which Carl. Schmidt has 
edited; see, for example, Pistis Sophia, p. 233. ^^ Dixit Jesus ad suos fia64vetQi 
AlJUfv^ dixi vobis, baud adduxi quidquam in xdo'fiov veniens nisi hunc ignem et 
hanc aquam et hoc vinum et hunc sangiiinem." (2) They increased the holy 
actions by the addition of new ones, repeated baptisms (expiations), anointing 
with oil, sacrament of confirmation (iToAvrpua-t^y^ see, on Gnostic sacraments, 
Iren. I. 20, and Lipsius, Apokr. Apostelgesch. I. pp. 336 — 343, and cf. the ^rvxvSiQ 
fjteravooCa-t in the delineation of the Shepherd of Hennas. Mand. XI. (3) Marcus 
represented the wine in the Lord's Supper as actual blood in consequence of the 
act of blessing: see Iren., I. 13. 2: fpor^pict ^/v^ Mxpufiiyet wpoo'frotoifJUVOQ §{tx^ 
pivTtiv, xat STt feXsov sxrefvuv rdv Xdyov t^q iviK^^a-tuQt xop^vptct xai ipv^ph iva^ 
^(vio'iett woitlt &i ioKsiv rviv i^'d r&v vxip rk ff\a X^f*^ ''^^ atfict rd iatvr^^ arrd^ttv 
8v SKtivifi r^ iFomipii^ itk ri?c rnxXtjo'tuQ abroV, xai VTrspifis/pto'dcu roiiq TapdvraiQi^ 
iiuivov yt^ffdff^at roO 9rtf/ttaroc> '/vet Koit sIq avro^c Bvofi^p^o'^i ii iiit roC iiAyov to^tov 
KAii'i^ofJtivif x^pi^* Marcus was indeed a charlatan; but religious charlatanry 
afterwards became very earnest, and was certainly taken earnestly by many 
adherents of Marcus. The transubstantiation idea, in reference to die elements 
in the mysteries , is also plainly expressed in the Excerpt, ex. Theodot. § 82 : 
xeit 6 fiproQ xeti rd *4xeuov tfytd^sreu r$ ivvAfut roC hv6fAaroQ oh rk ahrit'6vTsi tutrk 
rd ^aiv6fASvov ofa lAi^^dif, iiXXk ivvdfiti siQ i^vautv Trvgufiarixtiv fura^i^Mirat 
(that is, not into a new super-terrestrial material, not into the real body of 
Christ, but into a spiritual power). oUtuq xat rd V^up xai rd t^opKt^dfJttvov nairb 
^^^rifffies yivdfitvov oh /Jtdvov x^P^ '^^ X'^P^^* ^^^^ ^ dyiao'fJttiv ^povKKfi^^ytt. 
Irenaeus possessed a liturgical handbook of the Marcionites, and communicates 
many sacramental formulae from it (I. c. 13 sq.). In my treatise on the Pistis 
Sophia (Texte u. Unters. VII. 2. pp. 59 — 94) I think I have shewn ("The 
common Christian and the Catholic elements of the Pistis Sophia") to what 
extent Gnosticism anticipated Catholicism as a system of doctrine and an institute 
of worship. These results have been strengthened by Carl Schmidt (Texte u. 
Unters. VIII. I. 2). Even purgatory, prayers for the dead, and many other 
things, raised in speculative questions and definitely answered, are found in 
those Coptic Gnostic writings, and are then met with again in Catholicism. 
One general remark may be permitted in conclusion. The Gnostics were not 
interested in apologetics, and that is a very significant fact. The irviVfjui in 
man was regarded by them as a supernatural principle, and on that account 
they are free from all rationalism and moralistic dogmatism. For that very reason 
they are in earnest with the idea of revelation, and do not attempt to prove 
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polytus, Clement of Alexandria, Origen, Epiphanius, Philastrius 
and Theodoret; cf. Volkmar, Die Quellen der Ketzerge- 
schichte, 1885. 

Lipsius, Zur Quellenkritik des Epiphanios, 1865 ; also Die 
Quellen der altesten Ketzergeschichte, 1875. 

Harnacky Zur Quellenkritik, d. Gesch. d. Gnostic, 1873 (con- 
tinued i. D. Ztschr. f. d. hist. Theol. 1874, and in Der Schrift 
de Apellis gnosi monarch. 1874). 

Of Gnostic writings we possess the book Pistis Sophia, the 
writings contained in the Coptic Cod. Brucianus, and the Epistle 
of Ptolemy to Flora; also numerous fragments, in connection 
with which Hilgenfeld especially deserves thanks, but which still 
require a more complete selecting and a more thorough dis- 
cussion (see Grabe, Spicilegium T. I. II. 1700. Heinrici, Die 
Valentin. Gnosis, u. d. H. Schrift, 187 1). 

On the (Gnostic) Apocryphal Acts of the Apostles, see 
Zahn, Acta Joh. 1880, and the great work of Lipsius, Die 
apokryphen Apostelgeschichten, I. Vol., 1883; II. Vol., 1887. 
(See also Lipsius, Quellen d. rom. Petrussage, 1872). 

Neander, G^net. Entw. d. vornehmsten gnostischen Systeme, 
1818. 

Matter, Hist. crit. du gnosticisme, 2 Vols. 1828. 

Baur, Die Christl. Gnosis, 1835. 

Lipsius, Der Gnosticismus, in Ersch. und Gruber's Allg. 
Encykl. 71 Bd. i860. 

Moeller, Geschichte d. Kosmologie i. d. Griech. K. bis auf 
Origenes, i860. 

King, The Gnostics and their remains, 1873. 

Mansel, The Gnostic heresies, 1875. 

Jacobi, Art. "Gnosis" in Herzog's Real Encykl. 2nd Edit. 

Hilgenfeld, Die Ketzergeschichte des Urchristenthums, 1884, 

it or convert its contents into natural truths. They did endeavour to prove that 
their doctrines were Christian, but renounced all proof that revelation is the 
truth (proofs from antiquity). One will not easily find in the case of the 
Gnostics themselves, the revealed truth described as philosophy, or morality as 
the philosophic life. If we compare therefore, the first and fundamental system 
of Catholic doctrine, that of Origen, with the system of the Gnostics, we shall 
find that Origen, like Basilides and Valentinus, was a philosopher of revelation, 
but that he had besides a second element which had its origin in apologetics. 
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where the more recent special literature concerning individual 
Gnostics is quoted. 

Lipsius, Art. *'Valentinus" in Smith's Dictionary of Christian 
Biography. 

Harnack, Art. "Valentinus" in the Encycl. Brit. 

Harnack, Pistis Sophia in the Texte und Unters. VII. 2. 

Carl Schmidt, Gnostische Schriften in koptischer Sprache 
aus dem Codex Brucianus (Texte und Unters. VIII. i. 2). 

Joel, Blicke in die Religionsgeschichte zu Anfang des 2 Christl. 
Jahrhunderts, 2 parts, 1880, 1883. 

Renan, History of the Origins of Christianity. Vols. V. VI. VII. 



CHAPTER V. 

marcion's attempt to set aside the old testament 

foundation of christianity, 

to purify tradition, and to reform christendom on 

the basis of the pauline gospel. 

Marcion cannot be numbered among the Gnostics in the 
strict sense of the word. * For (i) he was not guided by any 
speculatively scientific, or even by an apologetic, but by a so- 
teriological interest.^ (2) He therefore put all emphasis on 
faith, not on Gnosis. ' (3) In the exposition of his ideas he 
neither applied the elements of any Semitic religious wisdom, 

1 He belonged to Pontus and was a rich shipowner: about 139 he came to 
Rome, already a Christian, and for a short time belonged to the church there. 
As he could not succeed in his attempt to reform it, he broke away from it 
about 144. He founded a church of his own and developed a very great activ- 
ity. He spread his views by numerous journeys, and communities bearing his 
name very soon arose in every province of the Empire (Adamantius, de recta 
in deum fide, Origen, 0pp. ed. Delarue I. p. 809: Epiph. h. 42. p. 668. ed. 
Oehler). They were ecclesiastically organised (TertulL, de praescr. 41, and adv. 
Marc. IV. 5) and possessed bishops, presbyters, etc. (Euseb., H. E. IV. 15. 46: 
de Mart. Palaest. X. 2: Les Bas and Waddington, Inscript. Grecq. et Latines 
rec. en Grfece et en Asie Min. Vol. III. No. 2558). Justin (Apol. i. 26) about 
150 tells us that Marcion^s preaching had spread xceric TrStv yivoQ iv^puvatv^ and 
by the year 155, the Marcionites were already numerous in Rome (Iren. III. 34). 
Up to his death, however, Marcion did not give up the purpose of winning the 
whole of Christendom, and therefore again and again sought connection with it 
(Iren. 1. c; TertulL, de praescr. 30), likewise his disciples (see the conversation 
of Apelles with Rhodon in Euseb., H. E. V. 13. 5, and the dialogue of the 
Marcionites with Adamantius). It is very probable that Marcion had fixed the 
ground features of his doctrine, and had laboured for its propagation, even 
before he came to Rome. In Rome the Syrian Gnostic Cerdo had a great 
influence on him, so that we can even yet perceive, and clearly distinguish, the 
Gnostic element in the form of the Marcionite doctrine transmitted to us. 

2 ^^Sufficit," said the Marcionites, ^^unicum opus deo nostro, quod hominem 
liberavit summa et praecipua bonitate sua.'* (TertulL, adv. Marc. I. 17). 

3 Apelles, the disciple of Marcion, declared (Euseb., H. E. V. 13.5) vu^o'tv^at 
roi>i 89ri rdv ia-recvpaiiiivov iiA,TtK6rag, fJidvov i^v kv 'SpyotQ iyet^oi^ €vphxnvrm. 
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nor the methods of the Greek philosophy of religion. * (4) 
He never made the distinction between an esoteric and an 
exoteric form of religion^ He rather clung to the publicity 
of the preaching, and endeavoured to reform Christendom, in 
opposition to the attempts at founding schools for those who 
knew and n^ystery cults for such as were in quest of initia- 
tion. It was only after the failure of his attempts at reform 
that he founded churches of his own, in which brotherly 

I This is an extremely important point. Marcion rejected all allegories. (See 
TertttlL, adv. Marc. II. 19. 21. 22: III. 5. 6. 14. 19: IV. 15. 20: V. i; 
Orig., Comment, in Matth. T. XV. 3 Opp. III. p. 655: in ep. ad. Rom. Opp. 
IV. p. 494 sq.: Adamant., Sect. I. Orig. Opp. I. pp. 808. 817; Ephr. Syrus. 
hymn. 36 Edit. Benedict, p. 520 sq.) and describes this method as an arbitrary 
one. But that simply means that he perceived and avoided the transformation 
of the Gospel into Hellenic philosophy. No philosophic formulae are found in 
any of his statements that have been handed down to us. But what is still 
more important, none of his early opponents have attributed to Marcion a 
system, as they did to Basilides and Vedentinus. There can be no doubt that 
Marcion did not set up any system (the Armenian, Esnik, first gives a Marcion- 
ite system, but that is a late production, see my essay in the Ztschr. f. wiss. 
Theol. 1876. p. 80 f.). He was just as far from having any apologetic or 
rationalistic interest. Justin (Apol. I. 58) says of the Marcionites: i^d^ttj^tv 
fiifitfifav ffifi Sv TJyovviv ^%ov0'iv, &kKk ix6yoiQ «&( Cvh kCk^v UpvtQ vvviipxavfiivo$ 
xrK Tertullian again and again casts in the teeth of Marcion that he has 
adduced no proof. See I. 1 1 sq. : III. 2. 3.4: IV. 11:^^ Subito Christus, subito 
et Johannes. Sic sunt omnia apud Marcionem, quae suum et plenum habent 
ordinem apud creatorem". Rhodon (Euseb., H. E. V. 13. 4) says of two pro- 
minent genuine disciples of Marcion: ftf) tUp/a-KovrtQ rifv ita/pto'tv r&v Tpayiidrmv^ 
&i ohil iKitvoi, M ipx^^ iTt^vavro ^ftX&Q xa) ivafroii/KrctQ, Of ApeUes, the 
most important of Marcion's disciples who laid aside the Gnostic borrows of 
his master, we have the words (1. c): ^v ^*7y ^^Af^ ij^ar^^ttv rdv Atfyov, iAA' 
^KXTTOVt «&c TffTArrfft/xff, hafiivstv. 'Set^iia'sa'iett ydtp rode cti rdv ta^avpufiivov iiX'/ri' 

xdraQ i^i^/vrrOt fi6vov i^v iv lipyotQ ipyeAdi^ tvpi^iwvrett rd di 9rfi( 'ivrt 

fi/et ipx^» f'V ytv»9KMiv *iXiy$¥, oVrtt ^i Ktvt7v6at fidvov . , . . ft^ Mvretviat vtSq 
sJq ivTtv iyivvifTOQ dedQ, roCro ii ^Fta-rs^stv, It was Marcion's purpose therefore 
to give all value to faith alone, to make it dependent on its own convincing 
power, and avoid all philosophic paraphrase and argument. The contrast in 
which he placed the Christian blessing of salvation, has in principle nothing 
in common with the contrast in which Greek philosophy viewed the summum 
bonum. Finally, it may be pointed out that Marcion introduced no new ele- 
ments (i£ons. Matter, etc.) into his evangelic views, and leant on no Orien- 
tal religious science. The later Marcionite speculations about matter (see the 
account of Esnik) should not be charged upon the master himself, as is mani- 
fest from the second book of Tertullian against Marcion. The assumption that 
the creator of the world created it out of a materia subjacens , is certainly found 
in Marcion (see TertuU., i. 15; Hippol., Philos. X. 19); but he speculated no 
further about it, and that assumption itself was not rejected, for example, by 
Clem. Alex. (Strom. II. 16. 74: Photius on dementis Hypoty poses). Marcion did 
not really speculate even about the good God; yet see TertuU., adv. Marc. I. 
14. 15: IV. 7: ^^Mundus ille superior" — ^^coelum tertium". 
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equality, freedom from all ceremonies, and strict evangelical 
discipline were to rule. * Completely carried away with the 
novelty, uniqueness and grandeur of the Pauline Gospel of 
the grace of God in Christ, Marcion felt that all other con- 
ceptions of the Gospel, and especially its union with the Old 
Testament religion, was opposed to, and a backsliding from 
the truth. * He accordingly supposed that it was necessary 
to make the gharp antitheses of Paul, law and gospel, wrath 
and grace, works and faith,- flesh and spirit, sin and right- 
eousness, death and life, that is, the Pauline criticism of the 
Old Testament religion, the foundation of his religious views, 
and to refer them to two principles, the righteous and wrathful 
god of the Old Testament, who is at the same time identical 
with the creator of the world, and the God of the Gospel, 
quite unknown before Christ, who is only love and mercy. ' 
This Paulinism in its religious strength, but without dialectic, 
without the Jewish Christian view of history, and detached from 
the soil of the Old Testament, was to him the true Christi- 
anity. Marcion, like Paul, felt that the religious value of a 
statutory law with commandments and ceremonies, was very 
different from that of a uniform law of love. * Accordingly, 
he had a capacity for appreciating the Pauline idea of faith; 
it is to him reliance on the unmerited grace of God which is 
revealed in Christ. But Marcion shewed himself to be a Greek, 



1 Tertull., de piaescr. 41. sq.; the delineation refers chiefly to the Marcionites 

(see Epiph. h. 42. c. 3. 4, and £snik*s account), on the Church system of , 

Marcion, see also Tertull., adv. Marc. I. 14, 21, 23, 24, 28, 29: III. i, 22: i 

IV. 5, 34: v. 7, 10, 15, 18. 

2 Marcion himself originally belonged to the main body of the Church, as 
is expressly declared by Tertullian and Epiphanius, and attested by one of his 
own letters. 

3 Tertull., adv. Marc. L 2, 19: ^^Separatio legis et evangelii proprium et 
principale opus, est Marcionis .... ex diversitate sententiarum utriusque instru- 
menti diversitatem quoque argumentatur deorum". II. 28, 29: IV. i. I. 6: 
^dispares deos, alterum, judicem, ferum, bellipotentem ; alterum mitem, placi- 
dum et tantummodo bonum atque optimum." Iren. I. 27. 2. 

4 Marcion maintained that the good God is not to be feared. Tertull., adv. 
Marc. I. 27: ^^ Atque adeo prse se ferunt Marcionitae, quod deum suum omnino 
non timeant. Malus autem, inquiunt, timebitur; bonus autem diligitur." To the 
question why they did not sin if they did not fear their God, the Marcionites 
answered in the words of Rom. VI. i. 2 (1. c). 
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influenced by the religious spirit of the time, by changing the 
ethical contrast of the good and legal into the. contrast between 
the infinitely exalted spiritual and the sensible which is sub- 
ject to the law of nature, by despairing of the triumph of 
good in the world and, consequently, correcting the traditional 
faith that the world and history belong to God, by an empi- 
rical view of the world and the course of events in it, * a 
view to which he was no doubt also led by the severity of 
the early Christian estimate of the world. Yet to him 
systematic speculation about the final causes of the contrast 
actually observed, was by no means the main thing. So far 
as he himself ventured on such a speculation he seems to 
have been influenced by the Syrian Cerdo. The numerous 
contradictions which arise as soon as one attempts to reduce 
Marcion's propositions to a system, and the fact that his dis- 
ciples tried all possible conceptions of the doctrine of princi- 
ples, and defined the relation of the two Gods very diff"erently, 
are the clearest proof that Marcion was a religious character, 
that he had in general nothing to do with principles, but with 
living beings whose power he felt, and that what he ultimately 
saw in the Gospel was not an explanation of the world, 
but redemption from the world,* — redemption from a world, 
which even in the best that it can ofler, has nothing that 
can reach the height of the blessing bestowed in Christ. ' 
Special attention may be called to the following particulars. 
I. Marcion explained the Old Testament in its literal sense 



1 Tertull., adv. Marc. I. 2: II. 5. 

2 See the passage adduced p. 266, note 2, and TertuU., I. 19: ^^Immo in- 
quiunt Marcionitae, deus noster, etsi non ab initio, etsi non per conditionem, 
sed per semetipsum revelatus est in Christi Jesu". The very fact that different ' 
theological tendencies (schools) appeared within Marcionite Christianity and were 
mutually tolerant, proves that the Marcionite Church itself was not based on a 
formulated system of faith. Apelles expressly conceded different forms of doctrine 
in Christendom, on the basis of faith in the Crucified and a common holy ideal 
of life (see p. 267). 

3 TertuU., I. 13. ^^Narem contrahentes impudentissimi Marcionitse convertuntur 
ad destructionem operum creatoris. Nimirum, inquiunt, grande opus et dignum 
deo mundus"? The Marcionites (Iren., IV. 34. i) put the question to their 
ecclesiastical opponents, ^^Quid novi attulit dominus veniens?" and therewith 
caused them no small embarrassment 



1 



270 HISTORY OF DOGMA [Chap. v. 

and rejected every allegorical interpretation. He recognised 
it as the revelation of the creator of the world and the god 
of the Jews, but placed it, just on that account, in sharpest 
contrast to the Gospel. He demonstrated the contradictions 
between the Old Testament and the Gospel in a voluminous 
work (the ivTtiiff$tg). * In the god of the former book he saw 
a being whose character was stern justice, and therefore anger, 
contentiousness and unmercifulness. The law which rules nature 
and man appeared to him to accord with the characteristics 
of this god and the kind of law revealed by him, and there- 
fore it seemed credible to him that this god is the creator 
and lord of the world {xoafAOxpirap). As the law which governs 
the world is inflexible, and yet, on the other hand, full of 
contradictions, just and again brutal, and ^ the law of the 
Old Testament exhibits the same features, so the god of crea- 
tion was to Marcion a being who united in himself the whole 
gradations of attributes from justice to malevolence, from ob- 
stinacy to inconsistency. * Into this conception of the creator 
of the world, the characteristic of which is that it cannot be 
systematised, could easily be fitted the Syrian Gnostic theory 
which regards him as an evil being, because he belongs to this 
world and to matter. Marcion did not accept it in principle, ' 
but touched it lightly and adopted certain inferences.  On 

1 On th6se see Tertull., I. 19: II. 28, 29: IV. i,4,6:Epiph.;Hippol.,Pliilos. 
VII. 30; the book was used by other Gnostics also (it is very probable that 
I. Tim. VI. 20 — an addition to the Epistle — refers to Marcion's Antitheses). 
Apelles, Marcion's disciple, composed a similar work under the title of ^^Syllo- 
gismi". Marcion's Antitheses, which may still in part be reconstructed from 
TertuUian, Epiphanius, Adamantius, Ephraem, etc., possessed canonical authority 
in the Marcionite church, and therefore took the place of the Old Testament. 
That is quite clear from TertulL, I. 19 (cf. IV. i) : Separatio legis et Evangelii 
proprium et principale opus est Marcionis, nee poterunt negare discipuli ejus, 
quod in summo (suo) instrumento habent, quo denique initiantur et indurantur 
in hanc hseresim. 

2 Tertullian has frequently pointed to the contradictions in the Marcionite 
conception of the god of creation. These contradictions, however, vanish as 
soon as we regard Marcionis god from the point of view that he is like his 
revelation in the Old Testament. 

3 The creator of the world is indeed to Marcion "malignus", but not ''malus". 

4 Marcion touched on it when he taught that the ^^visibilia" belonged to 
the god of creation, but the "invisibilia" to the good God (I. 16). He adopted 
the consequences, inasmuch as he taught docetically about Christ, and only 
assumed a deliverance of the human soul. 
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the basis of the Old Testament and of empirical observation, 
Marcion divided men into two classes, good and evil, though 
he regarded them all, body and soul, as creatures of the de- 
miurge. The good are those who strive to fulfil the law of 
the demiurge. These are outwardly better than those who 
refuse him obedience. But the distinction found here is not 
the decisive one. To yield to the promptings of Divine grace 
is the only decisive distinction, and those just men will shew 
themselves less susceptible to the manifestation of the truly 
good than sinners. As Marcion held the Old Testament to 
be a book worthy of belief, though his disciple, Apelles, thought 
otherwise, he referred all its predictions to a Messiah whom 
the creator of the world is yet to send, and who, as a war- 
like hero, is to set up the earthly kingdom of the "just" God. * 
2. Marcion placed the good God of love in opposition to 
the creator of the world. ^ This God has only been revealed 
in Christ. He was absolutely unknown before Christ, > and 
men were in every respect strange to him. * Out of pure 
goodness and mercy, for these are the essential attributes of 
this God who judges not and is not wrathful, he espoused 
the cause of those beings who were foreign to him, as he 
could not bear to have them any longer tormented by their 
just and yet malevolent lord. ^ The God of love appeared 
in Christ and proclaimed a new kingdom (Tertull., adv. Marc. 
III. 24. fin). Christ called to himself the weary and heavy 
laden,® and proclaimed to them that he would deliver them 

1 See especially the third book of Tertull., adv. Marcion. 

2 ^^Solius bonitatis", ^^deus melior", were Marcion^s standing expressions 
for him. 

3 ^^Deus incognitus" was likewise a standing expression. They maintained 
against all attacks the religious position, that, from the nature of the case, be- 
lievers only can know God, and that this is quite sufficient (Tertull., I. 11). 

4 Marcion firmly emphasised this and appealed to passages in Paul; see 
Tertull., I. II, 19, 23: ^^scio dicturos, atquin hanc esse principalem et perfectam 
bonitatem, cum sine ullo debito familiaritatis in extraneos voluntaria et libera 
effunditur, secundum quam inimicos quoque nostros et hoc nomine jam extraneos 
deligere jubeamur". The Church Fathers therefore declared that Marcion's good 
God was a thief and a robber. See also Celsus, in Orig. VI. 53. 

5 See Esnik*s account, which, however, is to be used cautiously. 

6 Marcion has strongly emphasised the respective passages in Luke^s Gospel: 
see his Antitheses, and his comments on the Gospel, as presented by Tertullian(l. IV). 
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from the fetters of their lord and from the world. He shewed 
mercy to all while he sojourned on the earth, and did in 
every respect the opposite of what the creator of the world had 
done to men. They who believed in the creator of the world 
nailed him to the cross. But in doing so they were uncon- 
sciously serving his purpose, for his death was the price by 
which the God of love purchased men from the creator of the 
world. ^ He who places his hope in the Crucified can now 
be sure of escaping from the power of the creator of the 
world, and of being translated into the kingdom of the good 
God. But experience shews that, like the Jews, men who are 
virtuous according to the law of the creator of the world, 
do not allow themselves to be converted by Christ; it is 
rather sinners who accept his message of redemption. Christ, 
therefore, rescued from the under-world, not the righteous men 
of the Old Testament (Iren. I. 27. 3), but the sinners who 
were disobedient to the creator of the world. If the deter- 
mining thought of Marcion's view of Christianity is here again 
very clearly shewn, the Gnostic woof cannot fail to be seen 
in the proposition, that the good Grod delivers only the souls, 
not the bodies of believers. The antithesis of spirit and matter, 
appears here as the decisive one, and the good God of love 
becomes the God of the spirit, the Old Testament god the 
god of the flesh. In point of fact, Marcion seems to have 
given such a turn to the good Grod's attributes of love, and 
incapability of wrath, as to make Him the apathetic, infinitely 
exalted Being, free from all affections. The contradiction in 
which Marcion is here involved is evident, because he taught 
expressly that the spirit of man is in itself just as foreign to 
the good God as his body. But the strict asceticism which 
Marcion demanded as a Christian, could have had no motive, 
without the Greek assumption of a metaphysical contrast of 

3 That can be plainly read in Esnik, and must have been thought by Mar- 
cion himself, as he followed Paul (see Tertull., 1. V. and I. 11). Apelles also 
emphasised the death upon the cross. Marcion*s conception of the purchase can 
indeed no longer be ascertained in its details. But see Adamant., de recta in 
deum fide sect. I. It is one of his theoretic contradictions, that the good God 
who is exalted above righteousness should yet purchase men. 
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flesh and Spirit, which in fact was also apparently the doc- 
trine of Paul. 

3. The relation in which Marcion placed the two Gods, 
appears at first sight to be one of equal rank. ^ Marcion him- 
self, according to the most reliable witnesses, expressly asserted 
that both were uncreated, eternal, etc. But if we look more 
closely we shall see that in Marcion's mind there can be no 
thought of equality. Not only did he himself expressly declare 
that the creator of the world is a self-contradictory being 
of limited knowledge and power, but the whole doctrine of 
redemption shews that he is a power subordinate to the good 
God. We need not stop to enquire about the details, but it 
is certain that the creator of the world formerly knew nothing 
of the existence of the good God, that he is in the end com- 
pletely powerless against him, that he is overcome by him, and 
that history in its issue with regard to man, is determined 
solely by its relation to the good God. The just god appears 
at the end of history, not as an independent being, hostile 
to the good God, but as one subordinate to him, * so that 
some scholars, such as Neander, have attempted to claim for 
Marcion a doctrine of one principle, and to deny that he 
ever held the complete independence of the creator of the 
world, the creator of the world being simply an angel of th^ 
good God. This inference may certainly be drawn with 

1 TertuU. I. 6: ^^ Marcion non negat creatorem deum esse." 

2 Here Tertull., I. 27. 28, is of special importance; see also II. 28: IV. 29 
(on Luke XII. 41 — 46) : IV. 30. Marcion's idea was this. The good God does 
not judge or punish; but He judges in so far as he keeps evil at a distance 
from Him: it remains foreign to Him. ^^ Marcionitae interrogati quid fiet pec- 
catori cuique die illo? respondent abici ilium quasi ab oculis". ^^ TranquUitas 
est et mansuetudinis segregare solummodo et partem ejus cum infidelibus po- 
nere". But what is the end of him who is thus rejected? ^^Ab igne, inquiunt, 
creatoris deprehendetur". We might think with TertuUian that the creator of 
the world would receive sinners with joy: but this is the god of the law who 
punishes sinners. The issue is twofold: the heaven of the good God, and the 
hell of the creator of the world. Either Marcion assumed with Paul that no 
one can keep the law, or he was silent about the end of the "righteous" be- 
cause he had no interest in it. At any rate, the teaching of Marcion closes 
with an outlook in which the creator of the world can no longer be regarded 
as an independent god. Marcion^^ disciples (see Esnik) here developed a con- 
sistent theory: the creator of the world violated his own law by killing the 
righteous Christ, and was therefore deprived of all his power by Christ. 

S 
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little trouble, as the result of various considerations, but it is 
forbidden by reliable testimony. The characteristic of Mar- 
cion's teaching is just this, that as soon as we seek to raise 
his ideas from the sphere of practical considerations to that 
^ of a consistent theory, we come upon a tangled knot of con- 
tradictions. The theoretic contradictions are explained by 
the different interests which here cross each other in Marcion. 
In the first place, he was consciously dependent on the Paul- 
ine theology, and was resolved to defend everything which 
he held to be Pauline. Secondly, he was influenced by the 
contrast in which he saw the ethical powers involved. This 
contrast seemed to demand a metaphysical basis, and its ac- 
tual solution seemed to forbid such a foundation. Finally, 
the theories of Gnosticism, the paradoxes of Paul, the recog- 
nition of the duty of strictly mortifying the flesh, suggested 
to Marcion the idea that the good God, was the exalted God 
of the spirit, and the just god, the god of the sensuous, of 
the flesh. This view, which involved the principle of a meta- 
physical dualism, had something very specious about it, and 
to its influence we must probably ascribe the fact that Mar- 
cion no longer attempted to derive the creator of the world 
from the good God. His disciples who had theoretical inte- 
rests in the matter, no doubt noted the contradictions. In 
order to remove them, some of these disciples advanced to 
a doctrine of three principles, the good God, the just creator 
of the world, the evil god, by conceiving the creator of the 
world, sometimes as an independent being, sometimes as one 
dependent on the good God. Others reverted to the common 
dualism, God of the spjrit and god of matter. But Apelles, 
the most important of Marcion's disciples, returned to the 
creed of the one God (^/a apx^)t and conceived the creator 
of the world and Satan as his angels, without departing from 
the fundamental thought of the master, but rather following 
suggestions which he himself had given. * Apart from Apelles, 

I Schools soon arose in the Marcionite church, just as they did later on in 
the main body of Christendom (see Rhodon in Euseb., H. E. V. 13. 2-4). The 
different doctrines of principles which were here developed (two, three, four 



Chap, v.] MARCION 275 

who founded a Church of his own, we hear nothing of the 
controversies of disciples breaking up the Marcionite church. 
All those who lived in the faith for which the master had 
worked — viz., that the laws ruling in nature and history, as 
well as the course of common legality and righteousness, are 
the antitheses of the act of Divine mercy in Christ, and that 
cordial love and believing confidence have their proper con- 
trasts in self-righteous pride and the natural religion of the 
heart, those who rejected the Old Testament and clung solely 
to the Gospel proclaimed by Paul, and finally, those who con- 
sidered that a strict mortification of the flesh and an earnest 
renunciation of the world were demanded in the name of the 
Gospel, felt themselves members of the same community, and 
to all appearance allowed perfect liberty to speculations about 
final causes. 

4. Marcion had no interest in specially emphasising the 
distinction between the good God and Christ, which accor- 
ding to the Pauline Epistles could not be denied. To him 
Christ is the manifestation of the good God himself. ^ But 

principles; the Marcionite Marcuses doctrine of two principles in which the 
creator of the world is an evil being, diverges furthest from the Master), explain 
the different accounts of the Church Fathers about Marcion^s teaching. The 
only one of the disciples who really seceded from the Master, was Apelles 
(Tertull., de praescr. 30). His teaching is therefore the more important, as it 
shews that it was possible to retain the fundamental ideas of Marcion without 
embracing dualism. The attitude of Apelles to the Old Testament is that of 
Marcion, in so far as he rejects the book. But perhaps he somewhat modified 
the strictness of the Master. On the other hand, he certainly designated much 
in it as untrue and fabulous. It is remarkable that we meet with a highly 
honoured prophetess in the environment of Apelles: in Marcion^s church we 
hear nothing of such, nay, it is extremely important as regards Marcion, that 
he has never appealed to the Spirit and to prophets. The ^^sanctiores femi- 
nae" Tertull. V. 8, are not of this nature, nor can we appeal even to V. 15. 
Moreover, it is hardly likely that Jerome ad Eph. III. 5, refers to Marcionites. 
In this complete disregard of early Christian prophecy and in his exclusive 
reliance on literary documents, we see in Marcion a process of despiritualising, 
that is, a form of secularisation peculiar to himself. Marcion no longer pos- 
sessed the early Christian enthusiasm as, for example. Hennas did. 

I Marcion was fond of calling Christ " Spiritus salutaris **. From the treatise 
of TertuUian we can prove both that Marcion distinguished Christ from God, 
and that he made no distinction (see, for example, I. 11, 14: II 27: III. 8, 9, 
1 1 : IV. 7). Here again Marcion did not think theologically. What he regarded 
as specially important was that God has revealed himself in Christ, " per semet- 
ipsum". Later Marcionites expressly taught Patripassianism, and have on that 
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Marcion taught that Christ assumed absolutely nothing from 
the creation of the Demiurge, but came down from heaven in 
the 15th year of the Emperor Tiberius, and after the assump- 
tion of an apparent body, began his preaching in the syna- 
gogue of Capernaum. * This pronounced docetism which denies 
that Jesus was born, or subjected to any human process of 
development, * is the strongest expression of Marcion's abhor- 
rence of the world. This aversion may have sprung from the 
severe attitude of the early Christians toward the world, but 
the inference which Marcion here draws, shews, that this 
feeling was, in his case, united with the Greek estimate of 
spirit and matter. But Marcion's docetism is all the more 
remarkable, that, under Paul's guidance, he put a high 
value on the fact of Christ's death upon the cross. Here 
also is a glaring contradiction which his later disciples laboured 
to remove. This much, however, is unmistakable, that Mar- 
cion succeeded in placing the greatness and uniqueness of 
redemption through Christ in the clearest light and in behold- 
ing this redemption in the person of Christ, but chiefly in 
his death upon the crpss. 

5. Marcion's eschatology is also quite rudimentary. Yet he 
assumed with Paul that violent attacks were yet in store for 
the Church of the good God on the part of the Jewish Christ 
of the future, the Antichrist. He does not seem to have taught 
a visible return of Christ, but, in spite of the omnipotence 
and goodness of God, he did teach a twofold issue of history. 
The idea of a deliverance of all men, which seems to follow 
from his doctrine of boundless grace, was quite foreign |to him. 
For this very reason, he could not help actually making the 
good God the judge, though in theory he rejected the idea, 



account been often grouped with the Sabellians. Bnt other Christologies also 
arose in Marcion's church, which is again a proof that it was not dependent 
on scholastic teaching, and therefore could take part in the later development 
of doctrines. 

1 See the beginning of the Marcionite Gospel. 

2 Tertullian informs us sufficiently about this. The body of Christ was re- 
garded by Marcion merely as an ^^umbra", a^^phantasma". His disciples adhered 
to this, but Apelles first constructed a ^^ doctrine" of the body of Christ. 
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in order not to measure the will and acts of God by a human 
standard. Along with the fundamental proposition of Marcion, 
that God should be conceived only as goodness and grace, we 
must take into account the strict asceticism which he prescribed 
for the Christian communities, in order to see that that idea 
of God was not obtained from antinomianism. We know of 
no Christian community in the second century which insisted 
so strictly on renunciation of the world as the Marcionites. No 
union of the sexes was permitted. Those who were married 
had to separate ere they could be received by baptism into 
the community. The sternest precepts were laid down in the 
matter of food and drink. Martyrdom was enjoined; and 
from the fact that they were raXoclTrupoi xx) fiivoufisvot in the 
world, the members were to know that they were disciples of 
Christ. * With all that, the early Christian enthusiasm was 
wanting. 

6. Marcion defined his position in theory and practice towards 
the prevailing form of Christianity, which, on the one hand, 
shewed throughout its connection with the Old Testament, 
and, on the other, left room for a secular ethical code, by 
assuming that it had been corrupted by Judaism, and there- 
fore needed a reformation. * But he could not fail to note 
that this corruption was not of recent date, but belonged to 
the oldest tradition itself. The consciousness of this moved 
him to a historical criticism of the whole Christian tradition. ' 

1 The strict asceticism of Marcion and the Marcionites is reluctantly acknow- 
ledged by the Church Fathers; see TertuU., de praescr. 30: ^^ Sanctissimus ma- 
gister"; I. 28, ^cami imponit sanctitem'*. The strict prohibition of marriage: 
I. 29: IV. II, 17, 29, 34, 38: v. 7, 8, 15, 18; prohibition of food: I. 14. 
cynical life: Hippol., Philos. VII. 29; numerous martyrs: Euseb., H. £. V. 16. 
21, and frequently elsewhere. Marcion named his adherents (Tertull. IV. 9. 36) 
^ avvrctXafTupoi xai o'VfjtfJua'oC/itvoi^\ It is questionable whether Marcion himself 
allowed the repetition of baptism); it arose in his church. But this repetition 
is a proof that the prevailing conception of baptism was not sufficient for a 
vigorous religious temper. 

2 Tertull. I. 20. ^^Aiunt, Marcionem non tam innovasse regulam separatione 
legis et evangelii quam retro adulteratam recurasse"; See the account of £pi- 
phanius, taken from Hippolytus, about the appearance of Marcion in Rome 
(h. 42. I. 2). 

3 Here again we must remember that Marcion appealed neither to a secret 
tradition, nor to the ^^ Spirit", in order to appreciate the epoch-making nature 
of his undertaking. 
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Marcion was the first Christian who undertook such a task. 
Those writings to which he owed his religious convictions, 
viz., the Pauline Epistles, furnished the basis for it. He found 
nothing in the rest of Christian literature that harmonised 
with the Gospel of Paul. But he found in the Pauline Epistles 
hints which explained to him this result of his observations. 
The twelve Apostles whom Christ chose did not understand 
him, but regarded him as the Messiah of the god of creation. * 
And therefore Christ inspired Paul by a special revelation, 
lest the Gospel of the grace of God should be lost through 
falsifications. * But even Paul had been understood only by 



1 In his estimate of the twelve Apostles Marcion took as his stand-point Gal. 
II: See TertuU. I. 20; IV. 3 (generally IV. i — 6), V. 3; de praescr. 22. 23. 
He endeavoured to prove from this chapter that from a misunderstanding of 
the words of Christ, the twelve Apostles had proclaimed a different Gospel than 
that of Paul; they had wrongly taken the Father of Jesus Christ for the god 
of creation. It is not quite clear how Marcion conceived the inward condition 
of the Apostles during the lifetime of Jesus (See TertuU. III. 22 : IV. 3. 39). 
He assumed that they were persecuted by the Jews as the preachers of a new 
God. It is probable, therefore, that he thought of a gradual obscuring of the 
preaching of Jesus, in the case of the primitive Apostles. They fell back into 
Judaism; see Iren. III. 2. 2. ^^Apostolos admiscuisse ea quae sunt legalia sal- 
vatoris verbis"; III. 12. 12: "Apostoli quae sunt Judaeorum sentientes scrip- 
serunt " etc. ; TertuU. V. 3 : '^ Apostolos vultis Judaismi magis adfines subintelligi." 
The expositions of Marcion in TertuU. IV. 9, 11, 13, 21, 24, 39: V. 13, shew 
that he regarded the primitive Apostles as out and out real Apostles of Christ. 

2 The call of Paul was viewed by Marcion as a manifestation of Christ, of 
equal value with His first appearance and ministry; see the account of Esnik. 
^^Then for the second time Jesus came down to the lord of the creatures in 
the form of his Godhead, and entered into judgment with him on account of 
his death .... And Jesus said to him: ^Judgment is between me and thee, let 
no one be judge but thine own laws .... hast thou not written in this thy 
law, that he who killeth shall die ?* And he answered, ^ I have so written * . . . 
Jesus said to him, ' Deliver thyself therefore into my hands \ . . . The creator 
of the world said, ^Because I have slain thee I give thee a compensation, 
all those who shsJl believe on thee, that thou mayest do with them what thou 
pleasest.' Then Jesus left him and carried away Paul, and shewed him the price, 
and sent him to preach that we are bought with this price, and that all who 
believe . in Jesus are sold by this just god to the good one." This is a most 
instructive account; for it shews that in the Marcionite schools the Pauline 
doctrine of reconciliation was transformed into a drama, and placed between the 
death of Christ and the call of Paul, and that the Pauline Gospel was based, not 
directly on the death of Christ upon the cross, but on a theory of it converted 
into history. On Paul as the one apostle of the truth, see Tertull. I. 20: III. 
5, 14: IV. 2 sq: IV. 34: V. I. As to a Marcionite theory, that the promise 
to send the Spirit was fulfilled in the mission of Paul, an indication of the want 
of enthusiasm among the Marcionites, see the following page, note 2. 
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few (by none?). His Gospel had also been misunderstood, 
nay, his Epistles had been falsified in many passages, ^ in 
order to make them teach the identity of the god of creation 
and the God of redemption. A new reformation was there- 
fore necessary. Marcion felt himself entrusted with this com- 
mission, and the church which he gathered recognised this 
vocation of his to be the reformer. * He did not appeal to a 
new revelation such as he presupposed for Paul. As the Pauline 
Epistles ' and an authentic tifotyyixtov Kupiou were in existence, 
it was only necessary to purify these from interpolations, and 
restore the genuine Paulinism which was just the Gospel itself. 
But it was also necessary to secure and preserve this true 
Christianity for the future. Marcion, in all probability, was 
the first to conceive and, in great measure, to realise the idea 
of placing Christendom on the firm foundation of a definite 
theory of what is Christian — but not of basing it on a theo- 
logical doctrine — and of establishing this theory by a fixed 

1 Marcion must have spoken ex professo in his Antitheses about the Judaistic 
corruptions of PauVs Epistles and the Gospel. He must also have known 
Evangelic writings bearing the names of the original Apostles, and have expressed 
himself about them (TertuU. IV. 1—6). 

2 Marcion^s self-consciousness of being a reformer, and the recognition of this 
in his church is still not understood, although his undertaking itself and the 
facts speak loud enough, (i) The great Marcionite church called itself after 
Marcion (Adamant., de recta in deum fide. I. 809; Epiph. h. 42. p. 668, ed. 
Oehler: Mapx/uv vofi rd ^6vofiee i^uctKAfivreu 0/ vvi troG firannMivoi, &q ffexurbv 
laip^^avroQ xeii olfx^ Xpt^'Tdv. We possess a Marcionite inscription which begins : 
vwayuyfi JAapKtmivr&v), As the Marcionites did not form a school, but a church, 
it is of the greatest value for shewing the estimate of the master in this church, 
that its members called themselves by his name. (2) The Antitheses of Marcion 
had a place in the Marcionite canon (see above p. 270). This canon therefore 
embraced a book of Christ, Epistles of Paul, and a book of Marcion, and for 
that reason the Antitheses were always circulated with the canon of Marcion. 
(3) Origen (in Luc. hom. 25. T. III. p. 962) reports as follows: ^^Denique in 
tantam quidam dilectionis audaciam proruperunt, ut nova quaedam et inaudita 
super Paulo monstra confingerent. AUi enim aiunt, hoc quod scriptum est, 
sedere a dextris salvatoris et sinistris, de Paulo et de Marcione dici, quod Paulus 
sedet a dextris, Marcion sedet a sinistris. Porro alii legentes: Mittam vobis ad- 
vocatum Spiritum veritatis, nolunt inteUigere tertiam personam a patre et filio, 
sed Apostolum Paulum." The estimate of Marcion which appears here is ex- 
ceedingly instructive. (4) An Arabian writer, who, it is true, belongs to a 
later period, reports that Marcionites called their founder "Apostolorum prin- 
cipem." (5) Justin, the first opponent of Marcion, classed him with Simon 
Magus and Mqnander, that is, with demonic founders of religion. These testi- 
monies may suffice. 
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collection of Christian writings with canonical authority. * He 
was not a systematic thinker; but he was more, for he was 
not only a religious character, but at the same time a man 
with an organising talent, such as has no peer in the early 
Church. If we think of the lofty demands he made on 
Christians, and, on the other hand, ponder the results that 
accompanied his activity, we cannot fail to wonder. Wher- 
ever Christians were numerous about the year i6o, there must 
have been Marcionite communities, with the same fixed but 
free organisation, with the same canon and the same conception 
of the essence of Christianity, pre-eminent for the strictness of 
their morals and their joy in martyrdom. * The Catholic 
Church was then only in process of growth, and it was long 
ere it reached the solidity won by the Marcionite church 
through the activity of one man, who was animated by a 
faith so strong, that he was able to oppose his conception of 
Christianity to all others as the only right one, and who did 
not shrink from making selections from tradition instead of 
explaining it away. He was the first who laid the firm found- 

1 On Marcion's Gospel see the Introductions to the New Testament and Zahn*s 
Kanonsgeschichte, Bd. I. p. 585 fif. and II p. 409. Marcion attached no name to his 
Gospel which, according to his own testimony, he produced from the third one 
of our Canon (TertulL, adv. Marc. IV. 2. 3. 4). He called it simply svctyysXtov 
Qcvp(ov)^ but held that it was the Gospel which Paul had in his mind when he 
spoke of his Gospel. The later Marcionites ascribed the authorship of the 
Gospel partly to Paul, partly to Christ himself, and made further changes in 
it. That Marcion chose the Gospel called after Luke should be regarded as a 
makeshift, for this Gospel, which is undoubtedly the most Hellenistic of the 
four Canonical Gospels, and therefore comes nearest to the Catholic conception 
of Christianity, accommodated itself in its traditional form but little better 
than the other three to Marcionite Christianity. Whether Marcion took it for 
a basis because in his time it had already been connected with Paul (or really 
had a connection with Paul), or whether the numerous narratives about Jesus 
as the Saviour of sinners, led him to recognise in this Gospel alone a genuine 
kernel, we do not know. 

2 The associations of the Encratites and the community founded by Apelles 
stood between the main body of Christendom and the Marcionite church. The 
description of Celsus (especially V. 61 — 64 in Orig.) shews the motley appearance 
which Christendom presented soon after the middle of the second century. He 
there mentions the Marcionites, and a little before (V. 59) the "great Church." 
It is very important that Celsus makes the main distinction consist in this, that 
some regarded their God as identical with the God of the Jews, whilst others 
again declared that "theirs was a different Deity who is hostile to that of the 
Jews, and that it was he who had sent the Son." (V. 61). 
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ation for establishing what is Christian, because, in view of 
the absoluteness of his faith, ^ he had no desire to appeal 
either to a secret evangelic tradition, or to prophecy, or to 
natural religion. 

Remarks, — The innovations of Marcion are unmistakable. 
The way in which he attempted to sever Christianity from 
the Old Testament, was a bold stroke which demanded the 
sacrifice of the dearest possession of Christianity as a religion, 
viz., the belief that the God of creation is also the God of 
redemption. And yet this innovation was partly caused by a 
religious conviction, the origin of which must be sought not 
in heathenism, but on Old Testament and Christian soil. For 
the bold Antijudaist was the disciple of a Jewish thinker, 
Paul, and the origin of Marcion's antinomianism may be 
ultimately found in the prophets. It will always be the glory 
of Marcion in the early history of the Church, that he, the 
born heathen, could appreciate the religious criticism of the 
Old Testament religion as formerly exercised by Paul. The 
antinomianism of Marcion was ultimately based on the strength 
of his religious feeling, on his personal religion as contrasted 
with all statutory religion. That was also its basis in the 
case of the prophets and of Paul, only the statutory religion 
which was felt to be a burden and a fetter was different in 
each case. As regards the prophets, it was the outer sacrifi- 
cial worship, and the deliverance was the idea of Jehovah's 
righteousness. In the case of Paul, it was the pharisaic treat- 
ment of the law, and the deliverance was righteousness by 
faith. To Marcion it was the sum of all that the past had 
described as a revelation of God : only what Christ had given 
him was of real value to him. In this conviction he founded 
a Church. Before him there was no such thing in the sense 

I One might be tempted to comprise the character of Marcion^s religion in 
the words, "The God who dwells in my breast can profoundly excite my in- 
most being. He who is throned above all my powers can move nothing out- 
wardly." But Marcion had the firm assurance that God has done something 
much greater than move the world: he has redeemed men from the world, and 
given them the assurance] of this redemption, in the midst of all oppression 
and comity which do not cease. 
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of a community, firmly united by a fixed conviction, harmo- 
niously organised, and spread over the whole world. Such a 
Church the Apostle Paul had in his mind's eye, but he was 
not able to realise it. That in the century of the great 
mixture of religion, the greatest apparent paradox was actually 
realised: namely, a Faulinism with two Gods and without the 
Old Testament ; and that this form of Christianity first resulted 
in a church which was based not only on intelligible words, 
but on a definite conception of the essence of Christianity as 
a religion, seems to be the greatest riddle which the earliest 
history of Christianity presents. But it only seems so. The 
Greek, whose mind was filled with certain fundamental features 
of the Pauline Gospel (law and grace), who was therefore con- 
vinced that in all respects the truth was there, and who on 
that account took pains to comprehend the real sense of 
Paul's statements, could hardly reach any other results than 
those of Marcion. The history of Pauline theology in the 
Church, a history first of silence, then of artificial interpretation, 
speaks loudly enough. And had not Paul really separated 
Christianity as religion from Judaism and the Old Testament? 
Must it not have seemed an inconceivable inconsistency, if 
he had clung to the special national relation of Christianity 
to the Jewish people, and if he had taught a view of history 
in which for paedagogic reasons indeed, the Father of mercies 
and God of all comfort had appeared as one so entirely 
different? He who was not capable of translating himself 
into the consciousness of a Jew, and had not yet learned the 
method of special interpretation, had only the alternative, if 
he was convinced of the truth of the Gospel of Christ as 
Paul had proclaimed it, of either giving up this Gospel against 
the dictates of his conscience, or striking out of the Epistles 
whatever seemed Jewish. But in this case the god of creation 
also disappeared, and the fact that Marcion could make this 
sacrifice, proves that this religious spirit, with all his energy, 
was not able to rise to the height of the religious faith which 
we find in the preaching of Jesus. 

In basing his own position and that of his church on Paul- 
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inisniy as he conceived and remodelled it, Marcion connected 
himself with that part of the earliest tradition of Christianity 
which is best known to us, and has enabled us to understand 
his undertaking historically as we do no other. Here we 
have the means of accurately indicating what part of this 
structure of the second century has come down from the 
Apostolic age and is really based on tradition, and what does 
not. Where else could we do that? But Marcion has taugjit 
us far more. He does not impart a correct understanding of 
early Christianity, as was once supposed, for his explanation 
of that is undoubtedly incorrect, but a correct estimate of 
the reliability of the traditions that were current in his day 
alongside of the Pauline. There can be no doubt that Marcion 
criticised tradition from a dogmatic stand-point. But would 
his undertaking have been at all possible, if at that time a 
reliable tradition of the twelve Apostles and their teaching . 
had existed and been operative in wide circles? We may ^^ 
venture to say no. Consequently, Marcion gives important 
testimony against the historical reliability of the notion, that 
the common Christianity was really based on the tradition of 
the twelve Apostles. It is not surprising that the first man 
who clearly put and answered the question, " What is Christian ?" 
adhered exclusively to the Pauline Epistles, and therefore 
found a very imperfect solution. When more than 1600 years 
later the same question emerged for the first time in scientific 
form, its solution had likewise to be first attempted from the 
Pauline Epistles, and therefore led at the outset to a one- 
sidedness similar to that of Marcion. The situation of Chris- 
tendom in the middle of the second century was not really 
more favourable to a historical knowledge of early Christianity, 
than that of the i8th century, but in many respects more 
unfavourable. Even at that time, as attested by the enterprise 
of Marcion, its results and the character of the polemic against 
him, there were besides the Pauline Epistles, no reliable doc- 
uments from which the teaching of the twelve Apostles could 
have been gathered. The position which the Pauline Epistles 
occupy in the history of the world, is, however, described by 
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the fact, that every tendency in the Church which was un- 
willing to introduce into Christianity the power of Greek mysti- 
cism, and was yet no longer influenced by the early Christian 
eschatology, learned from the Pauline Epistles a Christianity 
which, as a religion, was peculiarly vigorous. But that position 
is further described by the fact that every tendency which 
courageously disregards spurious traditions, is compelled to 
turn to the Pauline Epistles, which, on the one hand, present 
such a profound type of Christianity, and on the other, darken 
and narrow the judgment about the preaching of Christ him- 
self, by their complicated theology. Marcion was the first, 
and for a long time the only Gentile Christian who took his 
stand on Paul. He was no moralist, no Greek mystic, no 
Apocalyptic enthusiast, but a religious character, nay, one of 
the few pronouncedly typical religious characters whom we 
know in the early Church before Augustine. But his attempt 
to resuscitate Paulinism is the first great proof that the con- 
ditions under which this Christianity originated do not repeat 
themselves, and that therefore Paulinism itself must receive a 
new construction, if one desires to make it the basis of a 
Church. His attempt is a further proof of the unique value 
of the Old Testament to early Christendom, as the only 
means at that time of defending Christian monotheism. Fi- 
nally, his attempt confirms the experience, that a religious 
community can only be founded by a religious spirit who 
expects nothing from the world. 

Nearly all ecclesiastical writers, from Justin to Origen, op- 
posed Marcion. He appeared already to Justin as the most 
wicked enemy. We can understand this, and we can quite 
as well understand how the Church Fathers put him on a 
level with Basilides and Valentinus, and could not see the 
difference between them. Because Marcion elevated a better 
God above the god of creation, and consequently robbed the 
Christian God of his honour, he appeared to be worse than 
a heathen (Sentent. episc. LXXXVII, in Hartel's edition of 
Cyprian I. p. 454; "Gentiles quamvis idola colant, tamen 
summum deum patrem creatorem cognoscunt et confitentur [!] ; 
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in hunc Marcion blasphemat, etc."), as a blaspheming emissary 
of demons, as the first-born of Satan (Polyc, Justin, Irenaeus). 
Because he rejected the allegoric interpretation of the Old 
Testament, and explained its predictions as referring to a Mes- 
siah of the Jews who was yet to come, he seemed to be a 
Jew (TertulL, adv. Marc. III). Because he deprived Christi- 
anity of the apologetic proof (the proof from antiquity) he 
seemed to be a heathen and a Jew at the same time (see my 
Texte u. Unters. I. 3. p. 68; the antitheses of Marcion be- 
came very important for the heathen and Manichaean assaults 
on Christianity). Because he represented the twelve Apostles 
as unreliable witnesses, he appeared to be the most wicked 
and shameless of all heretics. Finally, because he gained so 
many adherents, and actually founded a church, he appeared 
to be the ravening wolf (Justin, Rhodon), and his church as 
the spurious church. (TertulL, adv. Marc. IV. 5). In Marcion 
the Church Fathers chiefly attacked what they attacked in 
all Gnostic heretics, but here error shewed itself in its worst 
form. They learned much in opposing Marcion (see Bk. II). 
For instance, their interpretation of the regula fidei and of 
the New Testament received a directly Antimarcionite expres- 
sion in the Church. One thing, however, they could not learn 
from him, and that was how to make Christianity into a phil- 
osophic system. He formed no such system, but he has 
given a clearly outlined conception based on historic docu- 
ments, of Christianity as the religion which redeems the world. 
Literature, — All anti-heretical writings of the early Church, 
but especially Justin, Apol. I. 26, 58; Iren. I. 27; TertulL, 
adv. Marc. I — V; de praescr.; HippoL, Philos.; Adamant., de 
recta in deum fidei; Epiph. h. 42; Ephr. Syr.; Esnik. The 
older attempts to restore the Marcionite Gospel and Aposto- 
licum have been antiquated by Zahn's Kanonsgeschichte, 1. c. 
Hahn (Regimonti, 1823) has attempted to restore the Antithe- 
ses. We are still in want of a German monograph on Marcion 
(see the whole presentation of Gnosticism by Zahn, with his 
Excursus, 1. c). Hilgenfeld, Ketzergesch. p. 316 f. 522 f.; cf. my 
works, Zur Quellenkritik des Gnosticismus, 1873; de Apelles 



286 HISTORY OF DOGMA [Chap. v. 

Gnosis Monarchia, 1874; Beitrage z. Gesch. der Marcionit- 
ischen Kirchen (Ztschr. f. wiss. Theol. 1876). Marcion's Com- 
mentar zum Evangelium (Ztschr. f. K. G. Bd. IV. 4). Apelles 
Syllogismen in the Texte u. Unters. VI. H. 3. Zahn, die 
Dialoge des Adamantius in the Ztschr. f. K.-Gesch. IX. p. 
193 if. Meyboom, Marcion en de Marcionieten, Leiden, 1888. 



CHAPTER VI. 

APPENDIX: THE CHRISTIANITY OF THE JEWISH 

CHRISTIANS. 

I . Original Christianity was in appearance Christian Judaism, 
the creation of a universal religion on Old Testament soil. 
It retained therefore, so far as it was not hellenised, which 
never altogether took place, its original Jewish features. The 
God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob was regarded as the Father 
of Jesus Christ, the Old Testament was the authoritative source 
of revelation, and the hopes of the future were based on the 
Jewish ones. The heritage which Christianity took over from 
Judaism, shews itself on Gentile Christian soil, in fainter or 
distincter form, in proportion as the philosophic mode of thought 
already prevails, or recedes into the background. * To describe ^ 
the appearance of the Jewish, Old Testament, heritage in the 

I The attitude of the recently discovered "Teaching of the twelve Apostles^*, 
is strictly universalistic, and hostile to Judaism as a nation, but shews us a 
Christianity still essentially uninfluenced by philosophic elements. The impres- 
sion made by this fact has caused some scholars to describe the treatise as a 
document of Jewish Christianity. But the attitude of the Didache is rather the 
ordinary one of universalistic early Christianity on the soil of the Grseco-Roman 
world. If we describe this as Jewish Christian, then from the meaning which 
we must give to the words ''Christian" and "Gentile Christian", we tacitly 
legitimise an undefined and undefinable aggregate of Greek ideas, along with 
a specifically Pauline element, as primitive Christianity, and this is perhaps not 
the intended, but yet desired, result of the false terminology. Now, if we des- 
cribe even such writings as the Epistle of James and the Shepherd of Hermas 
as Jewish Christian, we therewith reduce the entire early Christianity, which 
is the creation of a universal religion on the soil of Judaism, to the special 
case of an indefinable religion. The same now appears as one of the particular 
values of a completely indeterminate magnitude. Hilgenfeld (Judenthum und 
Judenchristenthum, 1886, cf. also Ztschr. f. wiss. Theol. 1886, H. 4) advocates 
another conception of Jewish Christianity in opposition to the following account. 
Zahn, Gesch. des N.Tlich. Kanons, II. p. 668 ff. has a different view still. 



/ 
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Christian faith, so &r as it is a religious one, by the name 
Jewish Christianity, beginning at a certain point quite arbi- 
trarily chosen, and changeable at will, must therefore neces- 
sarily lead to error, and it has done so to a very great extent. 
For this designation makes it appear as though the Jewish 
element in the Christian religion were something accidental, 
while it is rather the case that all Christianity, in so far as 
something alien is not foisted into it, appears as the religion 
of Israel perfected and spiritualised. We are therefore not 
justified in speaking of Jewish Christianity, where a Christian 
community, even one of Gentile birth, calls itself the true 
Israel, the people of the twelve tribes, the posterity of Abra- 
ham; for this transfer is based in the original claim of Christi- 
anity and can only be forbidden by a view that is alien to 
it Just as little may we designate Jewish Christian the mighty 
and realistic hopes of the future which were gradually repressed 
in the second and third centuries. They may be described 
as Jewish, or as Christian ; but the designation Jewish Christian 
must be rejected; for it gives a wrong impression as to the 
historic right of these hopes in Christianity. The eschato- 
logical ideas of Papias were not Jewish Christian, but Christian, 
while, on the other hand, the eschatological speculations of 
Origen were not Gentile Christian, but essentially Greek. Those 
Christians who saw in Jesus the man chosen by God and 
endowed with the Spirit, thought about the Redeemer not in 
a Jewish Christian, but in a Christian manner. Those of Asia 
Minor who held strictly to the 14th of Nisan as the term of 
the Easter festival, were not influenced by Jewish Christian 
but by Christian or Old Testament considerations. The author 
of the "Teaching of the Apostles," who has transferred the 
rights of the Old Testament priests with respect to the first 
fruits, to the Christian prophets, shews himself by such trans- 
ference not as a Jewish Christian but as a Christian. There 
is no boundary here; for Christianity took possession of the 
whole of Judaism as religion, and it is therefore a most arbi- 
trary view of history which looks upon the Christian appro- 
priation of the Old Testament religion, after any point, as no 
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longer Christian, but only Jewish Christian. Wherever the 
universalism of Christianity is not violated in favour of the 
Jewish nation, we have to recognise every appropriation of 
the Old Testament as Christian. Hence this proceeding 
could be spontaneously undertaken in Christianity, as was in 
fact done. 

2. But the Jewish religion is a national religion, and Christi- 
anity burst the bonds of nationality, though not for all who 
recognised Jesus as Messiah. This gives the point at which 
the introduction of the term "Jewish Christianity" is appropriate. * 
It should be applied exclusively to those Christians who really 
maintained in their whole extent, or in some measure, even 
if it were to a minimum degree, the national . and political 
forms of Judaism and the observance of the Mosaic law in 
its literal sense, as essential to Christianity, at least to the 
Christianity of born Jews, or who, though rejecting these forms, 
nevertheless assumed a prerogative of the Jewish people even 
in Christianity (Clem., Homil. XL 26: iav i ixx6^vK0Q Th vifiov 
Trpi^^^ 'loviaTi^ huv, fiil 7rpi^»^ is *EAAifv; "If the foreigner 
observe the law he is a Jew, but if not he is a Greek.") * 
To this Jewish Christianity is opposed, not Gentile Christi- 
anity, but the Christian religion, in so far as it is conceived 
as universalistic and anti-national in the strict sense of the term 
(Presupp. § 3), that is, the main body of Christendom in so 
far as it has freed itself from Judaism as a nation. ^ 

It is not strange that this Jewish Christianity was subject 



1 Or even Ebionitism ; the designations are to be usedj as synonymous. 

2 The more rarely the right standard has been set up in the literature of 
Church history, for the distinction of Jewish Christianity, the more valuable 
are those writings in which it is found. We must refer, above all, to Diestel, 
Geschichte des A. T. in der Christl. Kirche, p. 44. note 7. 

3 See Theol. Lit. Ztg. 1883. Col. 409 f. as to the attempt of Joel to make 
out that the whole of Christendom up to the end of the first century was 
strictly Jewish Christian, and to exhibit the complete friendship of Jews and 
Christians in that period ("Blicke in die Religionsgesch." 2 Abth. 1883). It is 
not improbable that Christians like James living in strict accordance with the 
law, were for the time being respected even by the Pharisees in the period 
preceding the destruction of Jerusalem. But that can in no case have been 
the rule. We see from. Epiph., h. 29. 9, and from the Talmud, what was the 
custom at a later period. 
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to all the conditions which arose from the internal and external 
position of the Judaism of the time ; that is, different tenden- 
cies were necessarily developed in it, according to the measure 
of the tendencies (or the disintegrations) which asserted them- 
selves in the Judaism of that time. It lies also in the nature 
of the case, that with one exception, that of Pharisaic Jewish 
Christianity, all other tendencies were accurately paralleled in 
the systems which appeared in the great, that is, anti-Jewish 
Christendom. They were distinguished from these, simply by 
a social and political, that is, a national element. Moreover, 
they were exposed to the same influences from without as the 
synagogue, and as the larger Christendom, till the isolation 
to which Judaism as a nation, after severe reverses condemned 
itself, became fatal to them also. Consequently, there were 
besides Pharisaic Jewish Christians, ascetics of all kinds who 
were joined by all those over whom Oriental religious wisdom 
and Greek philosophy had won a commanding influence (see 
above p. 242 f.). 

In the first century these Jewish Christians formed the 
majority in Palestine, and perhaps also in some neighbouring 
provinces. But they were also found here and there in the West. 

Now the great question is, whether this Jewish Christianity 
Q as a whole, or in certain of its tendencies, was a factor in the 

J X development of Christianity to Catholicism. This question is 

^ to be answered in the negative, and quite as much with regard 

to the history of dogma as with regard to the political history 
of the Church. From the stand-point of the universal history 
of Christianity, these Jewish Christian communities appear as 
rudimentary structures which now and again, as objects of 
curiosity, engaged the attention of the main body of Christen- 
dom in the East, but could not exert any important influence 
on it, just because they contained a national element. 

The Jewish Christians took no considerable part in the Gnostic 
controversy, the epoch-making conflict which was raised within 
the pale of the larger Christendom about the decisive question, 
whether, and to what extent, the Old Testament should remain 
a basis of Christianity, although they themselves were no less 
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occupied with the question. ^ The issue of this conflict in 
favour of that party which recognised the Old Testament in 
its full extent as a revelation of the Christian God, and asserted 
the closest connection between Christianity and the Old Testa- 
ment religion, was so little the result of any influence of Jewish 
Christianity, that the existence of the latter would only have 
rendered that victory more difficult, unless it had already 
fallen into the background, as a phenomenon of no impor- 
tance. * How completely insignificant it was is shewn not 
only by the limited polemics of the Church Fathers, but per- 
haps still more by their silence, and the new import which 
the feproach of Judaising obtained in Christendom after the 
middle of the second century. In proportion as the Old Testa- 
ment, in opposition to Gnosticism, became a more conscious 
and accredited possession in the Church, and at the same 
time, in consequence of the naturalising of Christianity in the 
world, the need of regulations, fixed rules, statutory enactments 
etc., appeared as indispensable, it must have been natural to 
use the Old Testament as a holy code of such enactments. 
This procedure was no falling away from the original anti- 
Judaic attitude, provided nothing national was taken from the 
book, and some kind of spiritual interpretation given to what 
had been borrowed. The "apostasy" rather lay simply in 
the changed needs. But one now sees how those parties in 
the Church, to which for any reason this progressive legisla- 
tion was distasteful, raised the reproach of "Judaising,"' and 

1 There were Jewish Christians who represented the position of the great 
Church with reference to the Old Testament religion, and there were some who 
criticised the Old Testament like the Gnostics. Their contention may have re- 
mained as much an internal one, as that between the Church Fathers and 
Gnostics (Marcion) did, so far as Jewish Christianity is concerned. There may 
have been relations between Gnostic Jewish Christians and Gnostics, not of a 
national Jewish type, in Syria and Asia Minor, though we are completely 
in the dark on the matter. 

2 From the mere existence of Jewish Christians, those Christians who rejected 
the Old Testament might have argued against the main body of Christendom 
and put before it the dilemma: either Jewish Christian or Marcionite. StiU more 
logical indeed was the dilemma: either Jewish, or Marcionite Christian. 

3 So did the Montanists and Antimontanists mutually reproach each other 
with Judaising (see the Montanist writings of TertuUian). Just in the same 
way the arrangements as to worship and organisation, which were ever being 
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further, how conversely the same reproach was hurled at 
those Christians who resisted the advancing hellenising of 
Christianity, with regard, for example, to the doctrine of God, 
eschatology, Christology, etc. * But while this reproach is 
raised, there is nowhere shewn any connection between those 
described as Judaising Christians and the Ebionites. That they 
were identified off-hand, is only a proof that "Ebionitism" 
was no longer known. That "Judaising" within Catholicism 
which appears, on the one hand, in the setting up of a Catholic 
ceremonial law (worship, constitution, etc.), and on the other, 
in a tenacious clinging to less hellenised forms of faith and 
hopes of faith, has nothing in common with Jewish Christi- 
anity, which desired somehow to confine Christianity to the 
Jewish nation. ^ Speculations that take no account of history 
may make out that Catholicism became more and more Jewish 
Christian. But historical observation, which reckons only with 
concrete quantities, can discover in Catholicism, besides Christi- 
anity, no element which it would have to describe as Jewish 

more richly developed, were described by the freer parties as Judaising, because 
they made appeal to the Old Testament, though, as regards their contents, they 
had little in common with Judaism. But is not the method of claiming Old 
Testament authority for the regulations rendered necessary by circumstances 
nearly as old as Christianity itself? Against whom the lost treatise of Clement 
of Alexandria " xetvoliv SKK^iia'taa'Tix^Q $ vpo^ roi/Q 'loviat^ovraQ " (Euseb., H. E. VI. 
13- 3) was directed, we cannot tell. But as we read, Strom., VI. 15, 125, that 
the Holy Scriptures are to be expounded according to the iKKk^TictfrriKO^ xcevcbv, 
and then find the following definition of the Canon: xav^v ii SKKXiia'tcea'TiKdQ m 
vvvniict KM (rv(i(puv(a vdfJLOu rr tut} 7rpo<pfir&v r$ xecrk r^v roC Kvpiov 7rapova'fa¥ 
TupaZiioyUvifi itu^itifi^ we may conjecture that the Judaisers were those Chris- 
tians, who, in principle, or to some extent, objected to the allegorical interpretation , 
of the Old Testament. V^e have then to think either of Marcionite Christians 
or of ^^ Chiliasts '*, that is, the old Christians who were still numerous in Egypt 
about the middle of the third century (see Dionys. Alex, in Euseb., H. E. VII. 
24). In the first case, the title of the treatise would be paradoxical. But 
perhaps the treatise refers to the Quarto-decimans, although the expression 
xav$iv exKXti9'mTTtK6Q^ seems too ponderous for them (see, however, Orig., Comm. 
in Matth. n. 76, ed. Delarue III. p. 895). Clement may possibly have had 
Jewish Christians before him. See Zahn, Forschungen vol. III. p. 37 f. 

1 Cases of this kind are everywhere, up to the fifth century, so numerous 
that they need not be cited. We may only remind the reader that theNestor- 
ian Christology was described by its earliest and its latest opponents as Ebionitic. 

2 Or were those western Christians Ebionitic who, in the fourth century, 
'Still clung to very realistic Chiliastic hopes, who, in fact, regarded their Chris- 
tianity as consisting in these? 
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Christian. It observes only a progressive hellenising, and in 
consequence of this, a progressive spiritual legislation which 
utilizes the Old Testament, a process which went on for cen- 
turies according to the same methods which had been employed 
in the larger Christendom from the beginning. * Baur's bril- 
liant attempt to explain Catholicism as a product of the mutual 
conflict and neut:ralising of Jewish and Gentile Christianity, 
(the latter according to Baur being equivalent to Paulinism) 
reckons with two factors, of which, the one had no signifi- 
cance at all, and the other only an indirect effect, as regards 
the formation of the Catholic Church. The influence of Paul 
in this direction is exhausted in working out the universalism 
of the Christian religion, for a Greater than he had laid the 
foundation for this movement, and Paul did not realise it by 

I The hellenising of Christianity went hand in hand with a more extensive 
use of the Old Testament ; for, according to the principles of Catholicism, every 
new article of the Church system must be able to legitimise itself as springing 
from revelation. But, as a rule, the attestation could only be gathered from the 
Old Testament, since religion here appears in the fixed form of a secular com- 
munity. Now the needs of a secular community for outward regulations grad- 
ually became so strong in the Church as to require palpable ceremonial rules. 
But it cannot be denied, that from a certain point of time, first by means of 
the fiction of Apostolic constitutions (see my edition of the Didache, Prolegg. 
p. 239 ff.), and then without this fiction, not, however, as a rule, without reser- 
vations, ceremonial regulations were simply taken over from the Old Testament. 
But this transference (See Bk. II) takes place at a time when there can be 
absolutely no question of an influence of Jewish Christianity. Moreover, it 
always proves itself to be catholic by the fact that it did not in the least 
soften the traditional anti-Judaism. On the contrary, it attained its full growth 
in the age of Constantine. Finally, it should not be overlooked that at all 
times in antiquity, certain provincial churches were exposed to Jewish influ- 
ences, especially in the East and in Arabia, that they were therefore threatened 
with being Judaised, or with apostasy to Judaism, and that even at the present 
day, certain Oriental Churches shew tokens of having once been subject to 
Jewish influences, (see Serapion in Euseb., H. E. VI. 12. i, Martyr. Pion., Epiph. 
de mens, et pond. 15. 18; my Texte u. Unters. I. 3. p. 73 f., and Wellhausen, 
Skizzen und Vorarbeiten, Part. 3. p. 197 ff.; actual disputations with Jews do 
not seem to have been common, though see Tertull., adv. Jud. and Orig. c. 
Cels. I. 45, 49, 55: II. 31. Clement also keeps in view Jewish objections.) 
This Jewish Christianity, if we like to call it so, which in some regions of the 
East was developed through an immediate influence of Judaism on Catholicism, 
should not, however, be confounded with the Jewish Christianity which is the 
most original form in which Christianity realised itself. This was no longer 
able to influence the Christianity which had shaken itself free from the Jewish 
nation (as to futile attempts, see below), any more than the protecting covering, 
stripped from the new shoot, can ever again acquire significance for the latter. 
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himself alone. Placed on this height Catholicism was certainly 
developed by means of conflicts and compromises, not, how- 
ever, by conflicts with Ebionitism, which was to all intents 
and purposes discarded as early as the first century, but as 
the result of the conflict of Christianity with the united 
powers of the world in which it existed, on behalf of its own 
peculiar nature as the universal religion b^sed on the Old 
Testament. Here were fought triumphant battles, but here 
also compromises were made which characterise the essence 
of Catholicism as Church and as doctrine. * 

A history of Jewish Christianity and its doctrines does not 
therefore, strictly speaking, belong to the history of dogma, 
y especially as the original distinction between Jewish Christi- 

anity and the main body of the Church, lay, as regards its 
principle, not in doctrine, but in polity. But seeing that the 
opinions of the teachers in this Church regarding Jewish 
Christianity, throw light upon their own stand-point, also that 
up till about the middle of the second century Jewish Christians 

I What is called the ever-increasing *' legal" feature of Gentile Christianity 
and the Catholic Church, is conditioned by its origin, in so far as its theory 
is rooted in that of Judaism spiritualised and influenced by Hellenism. As the 
Pauline conception of the law never took effect, and a criticism of the Old 
Testament religion which is just law, was neither understood nor ventured 
upon in the larger Christendom — the forms were not criticised, but the con- 
tents spiritualised — so the theory that Christianity is promise and spiritual 
law, is to be regarded as the primitive one. Between the spiritual law and 
the national law there stand indeed ceremonial laws, which, without being spi- 
ritually interpreted, could yet be freed from the national application. It cannot 
be denied that the Gentile Christian communities and the incipient Catholic 
Church were very careful and reserved in their adoption of such laws from 
the Old Testament, and that the later Church no longer observed this caution. 
But still it is only a question of degree, for there are many examples of that 
adoption in the earliest period of Christendom. The latter had no cause for 
hurry in utilizing the Old Testament so long as there was no external or in- 
ternal policy, or so long as it was still in embryo. The decisive factor lies 
here again in enthusiasm and not in changing theories. The basis for these was 
supplied from the beginning. But a community of individuals under spiritual 
excitement builds on this foundation something different from an association 
which wishes to organise and assert itself as such on earth. (The history of 
Sunday is specially instructive here; see Zahn, Gesch. des Sonntags, 1878, as 
well as the history of the discipline of fasting, see Linsenmayr, Entwickelung 
der Kirchl. Fastendisciplin, 1877, and Die Abgabe des Zehnten. In general, 
Cf. Ritschl., Entstehung der Altkath. Kirche, 2. edit. pp. 312 ff. 331 ff.). I Cor. 
IX. 9, may be noted. 
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were still numerous and undoubtedly formed the great major- 
ity of believers in Palestine, ^ and jfinally, that attempts — 
unsuccessful ones indeed — on the part of Jewish Christianity 
to bring Gentile Christians under its sway, did not cease till 
about the middle of the third century, a short sketch may 
be appropriate here. * 

1 Justin, Apol. I. 53, Dial. 47 ; Euseb., H. E. IV. 5 ; Sulpic. Sev., Hist. Sacr. 
II. 31; Cyrill, Catech. XIV. 15. Important testimonies in Origen, Eusebius, 
Epiphanius and Jerome. 

2 No Jewish Christian writings have been transmitted to us, even from the 
earliest period; for the Apocalypse of John which describes the Jews as a 
synagogue of Satan, is not a Jewish Christian book (III. 9, especially, shews 
that the author knows of only one covenant of God, viz., that with the Chris- 
tians). Jewish Christian sources lie at the basis of our synoptic Gospels, but 
none of them in their present form is a Jewish Christian writing. The Acts 
of the Apostles is so little Jewish Christian, its author seemingly so ignorant 
of Jewish Christianity, at least so unconcerned with regard to it, that to him 
the spiritualised Jewish law, or Judaism as a religion which he connects as 
closely as possible with Christianity, is a factor already completely detached 
from the Jewish people (see Overbeck's Commentar z. Apostelgesch. and his 
discussion in the Ztschr. f. wiss. Theol. 1872. p. 305 ff.). Measured by the 
Pauline theology we may indeed, with Overbeck, say of the Gentile Christi- 
anity, as represented by the author of the Acts of the Apostles, that it already 
has germs of Judaism, and represents a falling off from Paulinism, but these 
expressions are not correct, because they have at least the appearance of making 
Paulinism the original form of Gentile Christianity. But as this can neither 
be proved nor believed, the religious attitude of the author of the Acts of 
the Apostles must have been a very old one in Christendom. The Judaistlc 
element was not first introduced into Gentile Christianity by the opponents of 
Paul, who indeed wrought in the national sense, and there is even nothing to 
lead to the hypothesis that the common Gentile Christian view of the Old 
Testament and of the law should be conceived as resulting from the efforts 
of Paul and his opponents, for the consequent effect here would either have 
been null or a strengthening of the Jewish Christian thesis. The Jewish ele- 
ment, that is, the total acceptance of the Jewish religion sub specie aternitatis 
et Ckristi^ is simply the original Christianity of the Gentile Christians itself 
considered as theory. Contrary to his own intention, Paul was compelled to 
lead his converts to this Christianity, for only for such Christianity was ^Hhe 
time fulfilled" within the empire of the world. The Acts of the Apostles 
gives eloquent testimony to the pressing difficulties which, under such circumr 
stances, stand in the way of a historical understanding of the Gentile Chris- 
tians in view of the work and the theology of Paul. Even the Epistle to 
the Hebrews is not a Jewish Christian writing: but there is certainly a pe- 
culiar state of things connected with this document. For, on the one hand, 
the author and his readers are free from the law, a spiritual interpretation is 
given to the Old Testament religion which makes it appear to be glorified 
and fulfilled in the work of Christ, and there is no mention of any prerogative 
of the people of Israel. But, on the other hand, because the spiritual inter- 
pretation, as in Paul, is here teleological, the author allows a temporary 
significance to the cultus as literally understood, and therefore, by his critl- 
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Justin vouches for the existence of Jewish Christians, and distin- 
guishes between those who would force the law even on Gentile 
Christians, and would have no fellowship with such as did not 

cism he conserves the Old Testament religion for the past, while declaring 
that it was set aside, as regards the present, by the fulfilment of Christ. The 
teleology of the author, however, looks at everything only from the point 
of view of shadow and reality, an antithesis which is at the service of Paul 
also, but which in his case vanishes behind the antithesis of law and grace. 
This scheme of thought, which is to be traced back to a way of looking at 
things which arose in Christian Judaism, seeing that it really (Hstinguishes be- 
tween old and new, stands midway between the conception of the Old Testa- 
ment religion entertained by Paul, and that of the common Gentile Christian 
as it is represented by Barnabas. The author of the Epistle to the Hebrews 
undoubtedly knows of a twofold convenant of God. But the two are repre- 
sented as stages, so that the second is completely based on the first. This view 
was more likely to be understood by the Gentile Christians than the Pauline, 
that is, with some seemingly slight changes, to be recognised as their own. 
But even it at first fell to the ground, and it was only in the conflict with 
the Marcionites that some Church Fathers advanced to views which seem to be 
related to those of the Epistle to the Hebrews. Whether the author of this 
Epistle was a bom Jew or a Gentile — in the former case he would far sur- 
pass the Apostle Paul in his freedom from the national claims — we cannot, 
at any rate, recognise in it a document containing a conception which still 
prizes the Jewish nationality in Christianity, nay, not even a document to prove 
that such a conception was still dangerous. Consequently, we have no Jewish 
Christian memorial in the New Testament at all, unless it be in the Pauline 
Epistles. But as concerns the early Christian literature outside the Canon, the 
fragments of the great work of Hegesippus are even yet by some investigators 
claimed for Jewish Christianity. Weizsacker (Art. " Hegesippus " in Herzog's R. E. 
2 edit.) has shewn how groundless this assumption is. That Hegesippus occu- 
pied the common Gentile Christian position is certain from unequivocal testi- 
mony of his own. If, as is very improbable, we were obliged to ascribe to him a 
rejection of Paul, we should have to refer to Eusebius, H. E. IV. 29. 5. 
{'Leviipiavoi ^Aeta'<pij(jLovvrgQ n»S^ov rdv ^T^^roAov a68ToG<nv civroV rdt^ ma-ro?^^ 
lAil$i Tie Trpd^siQ r&v iwoa-rdXav xarahx^H-ivot, but probably the Gospels; these 
Severians therefore, like Marcion, recognised the Gospel of Luke, but rejected the 
Acts of the Apostles) , and Orig. c. Cels. V. 65 : (eia-t yip rtvgQ ctlpivstq rkq 
Ha^hov l7et(rToXit(i roV iTPOtrrdXov fiff wpoa-tefisvott l&a"pesp ^^tuveiioi itiK^dnpot xcu ot 
xetXovfisvot 'Eyxp«TifT«/.) Consequently, our only sources of knowledge of Jewish 
Christianity in the post-Pauline period are merely the accounts of the Church 
Fathers, and some additional fragments (see the collection of fragments of the 
Ebionite Gospel and that to the Hebrews in Hilgenfeld, Nov. Test, extra can. 
rec. fasc. IV. Ed. 2, and in Zahn 1. c. II. p. 642 if.) We. know better, but 
still very imperfectly, certain forms of the syncretistic Jewish Christianity, 
from the Philosoph. of Hippolytus and the accounts of Epiphabius, who is cer- 
tainly nowhere more incoherent than in the delineation of the Jewish Chris- 
tians, because he could not copy original documents here, but was forced to 
piece together confused traditions with his own observations. See below on 
the extensive documents which are even yet as they stand, treated as records 
of Jewish Christianity, viz., the Pseudo-Clementines. Of the pieces of wri- 
ting whose Jewish Christian origin is controverted, in so far as they may be 
simply Jewish, I say nothing. 
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observe it, and those who considered that the law was binding 
only on people of Jewish birth, and did not shrink from fel- 
lowship with Gentile Christians who were living without the 
law. How the latter could observe the law and yet enter 
into intercourse with those who were not Jews, is involved in 
obscurity, but these he recognises as partakers of the Christian 
salvation and therefore as Christian brethren, though he declares 
that there are Christians who do not possess this large heart- 
edness. He also speaks of Gentile Christians who allowed 
themselves to be persuaded by Jewish Christians into the ob- 
servance of the Mosaic law, and confesses that he is not quite 
sure of the salvation of these. This is all we learn from 
Justin, * but it is instructive enough. In the first place, we 
can see that the question is no longer a burning one : " Justin 
here represents only the interests of a Gentile Christianity 
whose stability has been secured." This has all the more mean- 
ing that in the Dialogue Justin has not in view an individual 
Christian community, or the communities of a province, but 
speaks as one who surveys the whole situation of Christendom.* 
The very fact that Justin has devoted to the whole question 
only one chapter of a work containing 142, and the mag- 
nanimous way in which he speaks, shew that the phenomena 
in question have no longer any importance for the main body 
of Christendom. Secondly, it is worthy of notice that Justin 
distinguishes two tendencies in Jewish Christianity. We ob- 
serve these two tendencies in the Apostolic age (Presupp. § 3) ; 
they had therefore maintained themselves to his time. Finally, 
we must not overlook the circumstance that he adduces 
only the hvofio^ 'icoXnelx, "legal polity," as characteristic of 
this Jewish Christianity. He speaks only incidentally of a 
difference in doctrine, nay, he manifestly presupposes that the 
iiiiyiAXTx Xpi<;TOu, "teachings of Christ," are essentially found 
among them just as among the Gentile Christians; for he 
regards the more liberal among them as friends and brethren. » 

1 As to the chief localities where Jewish Christians were found, see Zahn, 
Kanonsgesch. II. p. 648 ff. 

2 Dialogue 47. 

3 Yet it should be noted that the Christians who according to Dial. 48, de- 
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The fact that, even then, there were Jewish Christians here 
and there who sought to spread the hvofiog iroKirila among 
Gentile Christians, has been attested by Justin and also by 
other contemporary Writers. * But there is no evidence of 
this propaganda having acquired any great importance. Cel- 
sus also knows Christians who desire to live as Jews accor- 
ding to the Mosaic law (V. 61), but he mentions them only 
once, and otherwise takes no notice of them in his delinea- 
tion of, and attack on, Christianity. We may perhaps infer 
that he knew of them only from hearsay, for he simply enu- 
merates them along with the numerous Gnostic sects. Had 
this keen observer really known them he would hardly have 
passed them over, even though he had met with only a small 

nied the pre-existence of Christ and held him to be a man, are described as 
Jewish Christians. We should read in the passage in question, as my recent 
comparison of the Parisian codex shews, ivd roH vfisripov yivovc. Yet Justin 
did not make this a controversial point of great moment. 

I The so-called Barnabas is considerably older than Justin. In his Epistle 
(4. 6) he has in view Gentile Christians who have been converted by Jewish 
Christians, when he utters a warning against those who say Urt m d/adt^wf SKgfvuv 
(the Jews) k»i ^fi&v (gfl-r/v). But how great the actual danger was cannot be 
gathered from the Epistle. Ignatius in two Epistles (ad Magn. 8 — io:adPhilad. 
6. 9) opposes Jewish Christian intrigues, and characterises them solely from the 
point of view that they mean to introduce the Jewish observance of the law. 
He opposes them with a Pauline idea (Magn. 8. i : el ykp fiixpt v^v xark vdfiov. 
^lov^oiio'iihv X&iAiv SfioXoyoVfJttv x^P'^ 1*^ €tAii^ivaei)^ as well as with the common 
Gentile Christian assumption that the prophets themselves had already lived 
xar^ Xpia-rdv, These Judaists must be strictly distinguished from the Gnostics 
whom Ignatius elsewhere opposes (against Zahn, Ignat. v. Ant. p. 356 f.) The 
dangers from this Jewish Christianity cannot have been very serious, even if 
we take Magn. 11. i, as a phrase. There was an active Jewish community in 
Philadelphia (Rev. III. 9), and so Jewish Christian plots may have continued 
longer there. At the first look it seems very promising that in the old dialogue 
of Aristo of Pella, a Hebrew Christian, Jason, is put in opposition to the Alexan- 
drian Jew, Papiscus. But as the history of the little book proves, this Jason must 
have essentially represented the common Christian and not the Ebionite con- 
ception of the Old Testament and its relation to the Gospel etc. ; see my Texte 
u. Unters. I. i. 2. p. 115 if. I. 3. p. 115 — 130. Testimony as to an apostasy to 
Judaism is occasionally though rarely given, see Serapion in Euseb., H. E. VI. 
12. who addresses a book to one Domninus, SKTrsTrTuxdru vctpk rbv roO hatyfjtou 
Koctphv &Tb TtJQ tic Xpto'Tdv T/o-TtuQ kvt T^v ^lov^etiKifv ih?i.o9pfiffKticev ; see also Acta 
Pionii 13. 14. According to Epiphanius, de mens, et pond. 14. 15, Acquila, the 
translator of the Bible, was first a Christian and then a Jew. This account is 
perhaps derived from Origen and is probably reliable. Likewise according to 
Epiphanius (1. c. 17. 18), Theodotion was first a Marcionite and then a Jew. 
The transition from Marcionitism to Judaism (for extremes meet) is not in itself 
incredible. 
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number of them. * Irenaeus placed the Ebionites among the 
heretical schools, * but we can see from his work that in his 
day they must have been all but forgotten in the West. ' 
This was not yet the case in the East. Origen knows of them. 
He knows also of some who recognise the birth from the 
Virgin. He is sufficiently intelligent and acquainted with 
history to judge that the Ebionites are no school, but as be- 
lieving Jews are the descendants of the earliest Christians, in 
fact he seems to suppose that all converted Jews have at all 
times observed the law of their fathers. But he is far from 
judging of them favourably. He regards them as little better 
than the Jews {'iouiaJoi 7t»] ol o>,ly(^ iia^ipovreg otvruv *£/3/»y«70i, 
"Jews and Ebionites who differ little from them"). Their 
rejection of Paul destroys the value of their recognition 
of Jesus as Messiah. They appear only to have assumed 



1 It follows from c. Cels. II. i — 3, that Celsus could hardly have known 
Jewish Christians. 

2 Iren. L 26. 2: III. ii. 7: III. 15. i, 21. i: IV. 33. 4: V. i. 3. We 
first find the name Ebionsei, the poor, in Irenaeus. We are probably entitled 
to assume that this name was given to the Christians in Jerusalem as early as 
the Apostolic age, that is, they applied it to themselves (poor in the sense of 
the prophets and of Christ, fit to be received into the Messianic kingdom). It 
is very questionable whether we should put any value on Epiph. h. 30. 17. 

3 When Irenseus adduces as the points of distinction between the Church and 
the Ebionites, that besides observing the law and repudiating the Apostle Paul, 
the latter deny the Divinity of Christ and his birth from the Virgin, and reject 
the New Testament Canon (Except the Gospel of Matthew), that only proves 
that the formation of dogma has made progress in the Church. The less was known 
of the Ebionites from personal observation, the more confidently they were made 
out to be heretics who denied the Divinity of Christ and rejected the Canon. 
The denial of the Divinity of Christ and the birth from the Virgin, was, from 
the end of the second century, regarded as the Ebionite heresy par excellence^ 
and the Ebionites themselves appeared to the Western Christians, who obtained 
their information solely from the East, to be a school like those of the Gnostics, 
founded by a scoundrel named Ebion for the purpose of dragging down the 
person of Jesus to the common level. It is also mentioned incidentally, that 
this Ebion had commanded the observance of circumcision and the Sabbath; 
but that is no longer the main thing (see Tertull., de came 14, 18, 24: de 
virg. vel. 6: de prsescr. 10. 33; Hippol., Syntagma, [Pseudo-TertuU., 1 1 ; Philastr. 
37; Epiph. h. 30]; Hippol., Philos. VII. 34. The latter passage contains the 
instructive statement that Jesus by his perfect keeping of the law became the 
Christ). This attitude of the Western Christians proves that they no longer 
knew Jewish Christian communities. Hence it is all the more strange that Hil- 
genfeld (Ketzergesch. p. 422 ff.) has in all earnestness endeavoured to revive the 
Ebion of the Western Church Fathers. 
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Christ's name, and their literal exposition of the Scripture 
is meagre and full of error. It is possible that such Jewish 
Christians may have existed in Alexandria, but it is not 
certain. Origen knows nothing of an inner development 
in this Jewish Christianity. * Even in Palestine, Origen 
seems to have occupied himself personally with these Jewish 
Christians, just as little as Eusebius. * They lived apart by 
themselves and were not aggressive. Jerome is the last who 
gives us a clear and certain account of them. * He, who as- 
sociated with them, assures us that their attitude was the 
same as in the second century, only they seem to have made 
progress in the recognition of the birth from the Virgin and 
in their more friendly position towards the Church.* Jerome 

1 See Orig. c. Cels. II. i: V. 6i, 65: de princip. IV. 22; horn, in Genes. 
III. 15 (0pp. II. p. 65): horn, in Jerem. XVII. 12 (III. p. 254); in Matth. T. 
XVI. 12 (III. p. 494), T. XVII. 12 (III. p. 733); cf. 0pp. III. p. 895: horn, 
in Lc. XVII. (III. p. 952). That a portion of the Ebionites recognised the 
birth from the Virgin was according to Origen frequently attested. That was 
partly reckoned to them for righteousness and partly not, because they would 
not admit the pre-existence of Christ. The name ^^ Ebionites" is interpreted as 
a nickname given them by the Church (" b^garly " in the knowledge of scripture, 
and particularly of Christology). 

2 Eusebius knows no more than Origen (H. E. III. 27), unless we specially 
credit him with the information that the Ebionites keep along with the Sabbath 
also the Sunday. What he says of Symmachus, the translator of the Bible, and an 
Ebionite, is derived from Origen (H. E. VI. 1 7). The report is interesting, be- 
cause it declares that Symmachus wrote against Catholic Christianity, especially 
against the Catholic Gospel 6f Matthew (about the year 200). But Symmachus 
is to be classed with the Gnostics, and not with the common type of Jewish 
Christianity (see below). We have also to thank Eusebius (H. E. III. 5. 3) for 
the information that the Christians of Jerusalem fled to Pella, in Peraea, before 
the destruction of that city. In the following period the most important set- 
tlements of the Ebionites must have been in the countries east of the Jordan, 
and] in the heart of Syria (see Jul. Afric. in Euseb., H. E. I. 7. 14: Euseb., de 
loc. hebr. in Lagarde, Onomast. p. 301 ; Epiph., h. 29. 7 : h. 30. 2"). This fact 
explains how the bishops in Jerusalem and the coast towns of Palestine came 
to see very little of them. There was a Jewish Christian community in Beroea 
with which Jerome had relations (Jerom., de Vir. inl. 3). 

3 Jerome correctly declares (Ep. ad. August. 112. c. 13, 0pp. I. p. 746. 
^^ (Ebionitse) credentes in Christo propter hoc solum a patribus anathematizati 
sunt, quod legis caeremonias Christi evangelio miscuerunt, et sic nova confess! 
sunt, ut Vetera non omitterent." 

4 Ep. ad. August. 1. c; Quid dicam de Hebionitis, qui Christianos esse se 
simulant? usque hodie per totas orientis synagogas inter Judseos(!) hseresis est, 
quae dicitur Minaeorum et a Pharisaeis nunc usque damnatur, quos vulgo Naza- 
raeos nuncupant, qui credunt in Christum filium dei natum de Virgine Maria et 
eum dicunt esse, qui sub Pontio Pilato passus est et resurrexit, in quern et nos 
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at one time calls them Ebionites and at another Nazarenes, 
thereby proving that these names were used synonymously. ^ 
There is not the least ground for distinguishing two clearly 
marked groups of Jewish Christians, or even for reckoning 
the distinction of Origen and the Church Fathers to the ac- 
count of Jewish Christians themselves, so as to describe as 
Nazarenes those who recognised the birth from the Virgin, 
and who had no wish to compel the Gentile Christians to 
observe the law, and the others as Ebionites. Apart from 
syncretistic or Gnostic Jewish Christianity, there is but one 
group of Jewish Christians holding various shades of opinion, 
and these from the beginning called themselves Nazarenes 
as well as Ebionites. From the beginning, likewise, one 
portion of them was influenced by the existence of a great 
Gentile Church which did not observe the law. They ac- 
knowledged the work of Paul and experienced in a slight degree 
influences emanating from the great Church. * But the gulf 
which separated them from that Church did not thereby be- 
come narrower. That gulf was caused by the social and 
political separation of these Jewish Christians, whatever mental 
attitude, hostile or friendly, they might take up to the 
great Church. This Church stalked over them with iron feet, 



credimus; sed dum volunt et Judaei esse et Christiani, nee Judaei sunt nee Chris- 
tian!." The approximation of the Jewish Christian conception to that of the 
Catholics shews itself also in their exposition of Isaiah IX. i f. (see Jerome on 
the passage). But we must not forget that there were such Jewish Christians 
from the earliest times. It is worthy of note that the name Nazarenes, as ap- 
plied to Jewish Christians, is found in the Acts of the Apostles XXIV. 5, in 
the Dialogue of Jason and Papiscus, and then first again in Jerome. 

1 Zahn, 1. c. p. 648 ff. 668 ff. has not convinced me of the contrary, but I 
confess that Jerome's style of expression is not everywhere clear. 

2 Zahn, (1. c.) makes a sharp distinction between the Nazarenes, on the one 
side, who used the Gospel of the Hebrews, acknowledged the birth from the 
Virgin, and in fact the higher Christology to some extent, did not repudiate 
Paul, etc., and the Ebionites on the other, whom he simply identifies with the 
Gnostic Jewish Christians, if I am not mistaken. In opposition to this, I think 
I must adhere to the distinction as given above in the text and in the follow- 
ing: (i) Non-Gnostic, Jewish Christians (Nazarenes, Ebionites), who appeared 
in various shades, according to their doctrine and attitude to the Gentile Church, 
and whom, with the Church Fathers, we may appropriately classify as strict or 
tolerant (exclusive or liberal). (2) Gnostic or syncretistic Judao-Christians who 
are also termed Ebionites. 
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as over a structure which in her opinion was full of contra- 
dictions throughout (" Semi-christiani "), and was disconcerted 
neither by the gospel of these Jewish Christians nor by any- 
thing else about them. * But as the Synagogue also vigo- 
rously condemned them, their position up to their extinction 
was a most tragic one. These Jewish Christians, more than 
any other Christian party, bore the reproach of Christ. 

The Gospel, at the time when it was proclaimed among 
the Jews, was not only law, but theology, and indeed syn- 
cretistic theology. On the other hand, the temple service 
and the sacrificial system had begun to lose their hold in 
certain influential circles. ^ We have pointed out above 
(Presupp. §§. I. 2. 5) how great were the diversities of Jewish sects, 
and that there was in the Diaspora, as well as in Palestine 
itself, a Judaism which, on the one hand, followed ascetic 
impulses, and on the other, advanced to a criticism of the 
religious tradition without giving up the national claims. It 
may even be said that in theology the boundaries between 
y the orthodox Judaism of the Pharisees and a syncretistic 

Judaism were of an elastic kind. Although religion, in those 
circles, seemed to be fixed in its legal aspect, yet on its theo- 
logical side it was ready to admit very diverse speculations, 
in which angelic powers especially played a great role. * 

1 This Gospel no doubt greatly interested the scholars of the Catholic Church 
from Clement of Alexandria onwards. But they have almost all contrived to 
evade the hard problem which it presented. It may be noted, incidentally, 
that the Gospel of the Hebrews, to judge from the remains preserved to us, 
can neither have been the model nor the translation of our Matthew, but a 
work independent of this, though drawing from the same sources, representing 
perhaps to some extent an earlier stage of the tradition. Jerome also knew 
very well that the Gospel of the Hebrews was not the original of the canonical 
Matthew, but he took care not to correct the old prejudice. Ebionitic con- 
ceptions, such as that of the female nature of the Holy Spirit, were of course 
least likely to convince the Church Fathers. Moreover, the common Jewish 
Christians hardly possessed a Church theology, because for them Christianity 
was something entirely different from the doctrine of a school. On the Gospel 
of the Hebrews, see Handmann (Texte u. Unters. V. 3) Resch, Agrapha (1. c. 
v. 4), and Zahn 1. c. p. 642 flf. 

2 We have as yet no history of the sacrificial system, and the views as to 
sacrifice in the Graeco-Roman epoch, of the Jewish Nation. It is urgently needed. 

3 We may remind readers of the assumptions, that the world was created by 
angels, that the law was given by angels, and similar ones which are found 
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That introduced into Jewish monotheism an element of differ- 
entiation, the results of which were far-reaching. The field 
was prepared for the formation of syncretistic sects. They 
present themselves to us on the soil of the earliest Christi- 
anity, in the speculations of [those Jewish Christian teachers 
who are opposed in the Epistle to the Colossians, and in the 
Gnosis of Cerinthus (see above p. 246). Here cosmological 
ideas and myths were turned to profit. The idea of God 
was sublimated by both. In consequence of this, the Old 
Testament records were subjected to criticism, because they 
could not in all respects be reconciled with the universal re- 
ligion which hovered before men's minds. This criticism was 
opposed to the Pauline in so far as it maintained, with the 
common Jewish Christians, and Christendom as a whole, that 
the genuine Old Testament religion was essentially identical 
with the Christian. But while those common Jewish Chris- 
tians drew from this the inference that the whole of the Old 
Testament must be adhered to in its traditional sense and 
in all its ordinances, and while the larger Christendom secured 
for itself the whole of the Old Testament by deviating 
from the ordinary interpretation, those syncretistic Jewish 
Christians separated from the Old Testament, as interpola- 
tions, whatever did not agree with their purer moral concep- 
tions and borrowed speculations. Thus, in particular, they got 
rid of the sacrificial ritual, and all that was connected with 
it, by putting ablutions in their place. First the profanation, 
and afterwards, the abolition of the temple worship, after 
the destruction of Jerusalem, may have given another new 
and welcome impulse to this by coming to be regarded 
as its Divine confirmation (Presupp. § 2). Christianity now 
appeared as purified Mosaism. In these Jewish Christian under- 
takings we have undoubtedly before us a series of peculiar 
attempts to elevate the Old Testament religion into the uni- 

in the theology of the Pharisees. Celsus (in Orig. I. 26: V. 6) asserts gen- 
erally that the Jews worshipped angels, so does the author of the Prsedicatio 
Petri, as weU as the apologist Aristides. Cf. Joel, Blicke in die Religionsgesch. 
I Abth., a book which is certainly to be used with caution (see Theol. Lit. Ztg. 
1S81. CoU. 184 ff.). 
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versal one, under the impression of the person of Jesus; at- 
tempts, however, in which the Jewish religion, and not the 
Jewish people, was to bear the costs by curtailment of its 
distinctive features. The great inner affinity of these attempts 
with the Gentile Christian Gnostics has already been set forth. 
The firm partition wall between them, however, lies in the 
claim of these Jewish Christians to set forth the pure Old 
Testament religion, as well as in the national Jewish colouring 
which the constructed universal religion was always to pre- 
serve. This national colouring is shewn in the insistance upon 
a definite measure of Jewish national ceremonies as necessary 
to salvation, and in the opposition to the Apostle Paul, which 
united the Gnostic Judaeo-Christians with the common type, 
those of the strict observance. How the latter were related 
to the former, we do not know, for the inner relations here 
are almost completely unknown to us. ^ 

Apart from the false doctrines opposed in the Epistle to 
the Colossians, and from Cerinthus, this syncretistic Jewish 
Christianity which aimed at making itself a universal religion, 
meets us in tangible form only in three phenomena : * in the 
Elkesaites of Hippolytus and Origen, in the Ebionites with 
their associates of Epiphanius, sects very closely connected, 
in fact to be viewed as one party of manifold shades, ^ and 

1 No reliance can be placed on Jewish sources, or on Jewish scholars, as a 
rule. What we find in Joel, 1. c. I. Abth. p. loi ff. is instructive. We may 
mention Gratz, Gnosticismus und Judenthum (Krotoschin, 1846), who has called 
attention to the Gnostic elements in the Talmud, and dealt with several Jewish 
Gnostics and Antignostics, as weU as with the book of Jezira. Gratz assumes 
that the four main dogmatic points in the book Jezira, viz., the strict unity of 
the deity, and, at the same time, the negation of the demiurgic dualism, the 
creation out of nothing with the negation of matter, the systematic unity of 
the world and the balancing of opposites, were directed against prevailing 
Gnostic ideas. 

2 We may pass over the false teachers of the Pastoral Epistles, as they 
cannot be with certainty determined, and the possibility is not excluded that 
we have here to do with an arbitrary construction; see Holtzman, Pastoral- 
briefe p. i5of. 

3 Orig. in Euseb. VI. 38; Hippol., Philos. DC. 13 if. X. 29; Epiph., h. 30, 
also h. 19. 53; Method., Conviv. VIII. 10. From the confused account of 
Epiphanius, who called the common Jevrish Christians Nazarenes, the Gnostic 
type Ebionites and Sampsaei, and their Jewish forerunners Osseni, we may con- 
clude, that in many regions where there were Jewish Christians they yielded 
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in the activity of Symmachus. * We observe here a form of 
religion as far removed from that of the Old Testament as from 
the Gospel, subject to strong heathen influences, not Greek, but 
Asiatic, and scarcely deserving the name " Christian," because it 
appeals to a new revelation of God which is to complete that 
given in Christ. We should take particular note of this in 
judging of the whole remarkable phenomenon. The question 
in this Jewish Christianity is not the formation of a philosophic 
school, but to some extent the establishment of a kind of 
new religion, that is, the completion of that founded by Christ, 
undertaken by a particular person basing his claims on a 
revealed book which was delivered to him from heaven. This 
book which was to form the complement of the Gospel, pos- 
sessed, from the third century, importance for all sections of 
Jewish Christians so far as they, in the phraseology of Epi- 
phanius, were not Nazarenes. ^ The whole system reminds 
one of Samaritan Christian syncretism ; • but we must be on 

to the propaganda of the Elkesaite doctrines, and that in the fourth century 
there was no other syncretistic Jewish Christianity besides the various shades 
of Elkesaites. 

1 I formerly reckoned Symmachus, the translator of the Bible, among the 
common Jewish Christians; but the statements of Victorinus Rhetor on Gal. 
I. 19. II. 26 (Migne T. VIII. Col. 1155. 1162) shew that he has a close affi- 
nity with the Pseudo-Clementines, and is also to be classed with the Elkesaite 
Alcibiades. ^^Nam Jacobum apostolum Symmachiani faciunt quasi duodecimum 
et hunc secuntur, qui ad dominum nostrum Jesum Christum adjungunt Judaismi 
observationem, quamquam etiam Jesum Christum fatentur; dicunt enim eum 
ipsum Adam esse et esse animam generalem, et alise hujusmodi blasphemiae." 
The account given by Eusebius, H. E. VI. 17 (probably on the authority of 
Origen, see also Demonstr. VII. i) is important: T&v ye fd,h ip/iiiveuTSiv etvrSiv $1^ 
toCtuv la-rioVt 'E|3/«v«/ov rdv Tl^fjLficcxov ysyovivut .... xat VTOfJtvfjfJtetrat ii roG 
Tviifi^X^^ 9^9'iri vCv ^iptrxt^ h o7q ioKtl Tpdc rd xetrk MxTdaiov ^irorstvdfiivoQ 
svetyyixtov rtiv MtfXafiivtiv aYpta-tv xpar^vstv, Symmachus therefore adopted an 
aggressive attitude towards the great Church, and hence we may probably class 
him with Alcibiades who lived a little later. Conmion Jewish Christianity was 
no longer aggressive in the second century. 

2 Wellhausen (1. c. Part III. p. 206) supposes that Elkesai is equivalent to 
Alexius. That the receiver of the "book" was a historical person, is manifest 
from Epiphanius^ account of his descendants (h. 19. 2: 53. i). From Hipp., Phi- 
losoph. ix. 16, p. 468, it is certainly probable, though not certain, that 
the book was produced by the unknown author as early as the time of Trajan. 
On the other hand, the existence of the sect itself can be proved only at the 
beginning of the third century, and therefore we have the possibility of an ante- 
dating of the "book." This seems to have been Origen's opinion. 

3 Epiph. (h. 53. i) says of the Elkesaites: oVrt ^p/a-r/ftvo/ t^Ti^xovrec oVtb 

U 
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our guard against identifying the two phenomena, or even 
regarding them as similar. These FJkesaite Jewish Christians 
held £aist by the belief that Jesus was the Son of God, and 
saw in the "book** a revelation which proceeded firom him. 
They did not offer any worship to their founder, > that is, to 
the receiver of the '' book,** and they were, as will be shewn, 
the most ardent opponents of Simonianism. * 

Alcibiades of Apamea, one of their disciples, came firom the 
East to Rome about 220-230^ and endeavoured to spread the 
doctrines of the sect in the Roman Church. He found the 
soil prepared, inasmuch as he could announce firom the ''book" 
forgiveness of sins to all sinful Christians, even the grossest 
transgressors, and such forgiveness was very much needed. 
Hippolytus opposed him, and had an opportunity of seeing the 
book and becoming acquainted with its contents. From his 
account and that of Origen we gather the following: (i) The 
sect is a Jewish Christian one, for it requires the viftcu voXtTfla 
(circumcision and the keeping of the Sabbath), and repudiates 
the Apostle Paul; but it criticises the Old Testament and rejects 
a part of it. (2) The objects of its faith are the ''Great and 
most High God", the Son of God (the "Great King"), and 
the Holy Spirit (thought of as female); Son and Spirit appear 
as angelic powers. Considered outwardly, and according to 
his birth, Christ is a mere man, but with this peculiarity, 
that he has already been frequentiy bom and manifested 
{itoX^xig ynfinitirrct kcH yswdfuvw ittCptiviyai km cpii^tcti, i^dv-- 

*j0uiaSoi oSrt "EXAt/wg^, iMd luo-w ArXim^ vsr^^^oyrfc. He pionoiinces a siinilar 
judgment as to the Samaritan sects (Simonians), and expressly (h. 30. i) connects 
the Elkcsaites with them. 

1 The woiship paid to the descendants of this Elkesai, spoken of by Epipha- 
niiis, does not, if we allow for exaggerations, go beyond the measure of honour 
which was regularly paid to the descendants of prophets and men of God in the 
East. Cf. the respect enjoyed by the blood relations of Jesus and Mohammed. 

2 If the ^book" really originated in the time of Trajan, then its production 
keeps within the frame-work of common Christianity, for at that time there were 
appearing everywhere in Christendom revealed books which contained new in- 
structions and communications of grace. The reader may be reminded, for exam- 
ple, of the Shepherd of Hennas. When the sect declared that the ^book" 
was delivered to Elkesai by a male and a female angel, each as large as a 
mountain, that these angels were the Son of God and the Holy Spirit, etc., 
we have, apart from the fantastic colouring, nothing extraordinary. 
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ffovTx ysvhsiq Koi fAirevvoofAdToifisvov, cf. the testimony of Vic- 
torinus as to Symmachus). From the statements of Hippolytus 
we cannot be sure whether he was identified with the Son of 
God, * at any rate the assumption of repeated births of Christ, 
shews how completely Christianity was meant to be identified 
with what was supposed to be the pure Old Testament reli- 
gion. (3) The "book" proclaimed a new forgiveness of sin, 
which, on condition of faith in the "book" and a real change 
of mind, was to be bestowed on every one, through the me- 
dium of washings, accompanied by definite prayers which are 
strictly prescribed. In these prayers appear peculiar Semitic 
speculations about nature ("the seven witnesses: heaven, 
water, the holy spirits, the angels of prayer, oil, salt, 
earth"). The old Jewish way of thinking appears in the 
assumption that all kinds of sickness and misfortune are punish- 
ments for sin, and that these penalties must therefore be 
removed by atonement. The book contains also astrological 
and geometrical speculations in a religious garb. The main 
thing, however, was the possibility of a forgiveness of sin, ever 
requiring to be repeated, though Hippolytus himself was un- 
able to point to any gross laxity. Still, the appearance of 
this sect represents the attempt to make the religion of Chris- 
tian Judaism palatable to the world. The possibility of re- 
peated forgiveness of sin, the speculations about numbers, ele- 
ments, and stars, the halo of mystery, the adaptation to the 
forms of worship employed in the "mysteries", are worldly 
means of attraction which shew that this Jewish Christianity 

I It may be assumed from Philos. X. 29, that, in the opinion of Hippolytus, 
the Elkesaites identified the Christ from above with the Son of God, and assum- 
ed that this Christ appeared on earth in changing and purely human forms, 
and will appear again (etvrbv 3i fitretyyi^dfisvov Iv (rufiao't toAAo7c toAA^x/^, kcH 
vVv ii sv r^ *Iif0'O0, 6fioIuQ tot) fih hx roH UoH ysysv^o'^eu , 'ttotI il 9rvtfjfMc yeyo- 
vSvm, Tori $i 8k 9raf6ivoVy xori $i o0- x»} roVrov ii fitri^stra it) iv vuficert 
i iitreeyy(^80-6eu xai iv 9roAAo7c K»r^ xatpoi/Q ItUvvv^ou), As the Elkesaites (see the 

' account by Epiphanius) traced back the incarnations of Christ to Adam, and 

not merely to Abraham, we may see in this view of history the attempt to 
transform Mosaism into the universal religion. But the Pharisaic theology had 
already begun with these Adam-speculations, which are always a sign that the 
religion in Judaism is feeling its limits too narrow. The Jews in Alexandria 
were also acquainted with these speculations. 
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was subject to the process of acute secularization. The Jewish 
mode of life was to be adopted in return for these concessions. 
Yet its success in the West was of small extent and short-lived. 
Epiphanius confirms all these features, and adds a series of 
new ones. In his description, the new forgiveness of sin is 
not so prominent as in that of Hippolytus, but it is there. 
From the account of Epiphanius we can see that these syn- 
cretistic Judaeo-Christian sects were at first strictly ascetic and 
rejected marriage as well as the eating of flesh, but that they 
gradually became more lax. We learn here that the whole 
sacrificial service was removed from the Old Testament by 
the Elkesaites and declared to . be non-Divine, that is non- 
Mosaic, and that fire was consequently regarded as the impure 
and dangerous element, and water as the good one. * We 
learn further, that these sects acknowledged no prophets and 
men of God between Aaron and Christ, and that they com- 
pletely adapted the Hebrew Gospel of Matthew to their own 
views. * In addition to this book, however, (the Gospel of 
the 12 Apostles), other writings, such as Iliploioi Uirpov iick 
KXiifiiVTO^, *Av»l3atfAo) *lxKi(3ov and similar histories of Apostles, 
were held in esteem by them. In these writings the Apostles 
were represented as zealous ascetics, and, above all, as vege- 
tarians, while the Apostle Paul was'^ most bitterly opposed. 
They called him a Tarsene, said he was a Greek, and heaped 
on him gross abuse. Epiphanius also dwells strongly upon 
their Jewish mode of life (circumcision. Sabbath), as well as 
their daily washings, * and gives some information about the 
constitution and form of worship of these sects (use of baptism : 
Lord's Supper with bread and water). Finally, Epiphanius 

1 In the Gospel of these Jewish Christians Jesus is made to say (Epiph. h. 
30. 16) $Adov KoraXVa'at t^q ^uviet^t xcti kitv fe^ ^retCaiia'di roO di/f/v, ov xaio'trat 
i^' Hfjtdiv ^ bfyfj. We see the essential progress of this Jewish Christianity 
within Judaism, in the opposition in principle to the whole sacrificial service 
(vid. also Epiph., h. 19. 3). 

2 On this new Gospel see Zahn, Kanongesch. II. p. 724 if. 

3 It is incorrect to suppose that the lustrations were meant to take the place 
of baptism, or were conceived by these Jewish Christians as repeated bap- 
tisms. Their effect was certainly equal to that of baptism. But it is nowhere 
hinted in our authorities that they were on that account made equivalent to 
the regular baptism. 
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gives particulars about their Christology. On this point there 
were differences of opinion, and these differences prove that 
there was no Christological dogma. As among the common 
Jewish Christians, the birth of Jesus from the Virgin was a 
matter of dispute. Further, some identified Christ with Adam, 
others saw in him a heavenly being (ivcoiev iv), a spiritual 
being, who was created before all, who was higher than all 
angels and Lord of all things, but who chose for himself the 
upper world; yet this Christ from above came down to this 
lower world as often as he pleased. He came in Adam, he 
appeared in human form to the patriarchs, and at last appeared 
on earth as a man with the body of Adam, suffered, etc. 
Others again, as it appears, would have nothing to do with 
these speculations, but stood by the belief that Jesus was the 
man chosen by God, on whom, on account of his virtue, the 
Holy Spirit — Sinp hrlv i Xpivrig — descended at the baptism. * 
(Epiph. h. 30. 3, 14, 16). The account which Epiphanius gives 
of the doctrine held by these Jewish Christians regarding the 
Devil, is specially instructive (h. 30. 16): Avo ii Tivot^ vuviaTucnv 
6K 6eov Tsrx^fiivoug, evx fih rh Xpiffriu, %vx il rhv hifio^ov 
Ko) riv fih Xpiffrhv xiyovvi rou fABXXovroq alavog el^ti^ivxi riv 
K>Sipov J tIv 3i iiifioXov rouroy ^iTio'Teva'txi rhv xlSivx , bk ^poo'Txyiig 
iijtev Tov TravTOKpiropog kxtx xlr^friv SKxripuv xirciv. Here we 
have a very old Semitico-Hebraic idea preserved in a very 
striking way, and therefore we may probably assume that in 
other respects also, these Gnostic Ebionites preserved that 
which was ancient. Whether they did so in their criticism 
of the Old Testament, is a point on which we must not 
pronounce judgment. 

We might conclude by referring to the fact that this syn- 
cretistic Jewish Christianity, apart from a well-known mission- 

I The characteristic here, as in the Gentile Christian Gnosis, is the division 
of the person of Jesus into a more or less indifferent medium, and into the 
Christ. Here the factor constituting his personality could sometimes be placed 
in that medium, and sometimes in the Christ spirit, and thus contradictory 
formulae could not but arise. It is therefore easy to conceive how Epiphanius 
reproaches these Jewish Christians with a denial, sometimes of the Divinity, 
and sometimes of the humanity of Christ (see h. 30. 14). 
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ary effort at Rome, was confined to Palestine and the neigh- 
^ bouring countries, and might consider it proved that this 
movement had no effect on the history and development of 
Catholicism, * were it not for two voluminous writings which 
still continue to be regarded as monuments of the earliest 
epoch of syncretistic Jewish Christianity. Not only did Baur 
suppose that he could prove his hypothesis about the origin 
of Catholicism by the help of these writings, but the attempt 
has recently been made on the basis of the Pseudo-Cleinentine 
Recognitions and Homilies^ for these are the writings in question, 
to go still further and claim for Jewish Christianity the glory 
of having developed by itself the whole doctrine, worship and 
constitution of Catholicism, and of having transmitted it to 
Gentile Christianity as a finished product which only required 
to be divested of a few Jewish husks. ^ It is therefore neces- 
sary to subject these writings to a brief examination. Every- 
thing depends on the time of their origin, and the tendencies 
they follow. But these are just the two questions that are 
still unanswered. Without depreciating those worthy men 
who have earnestly occupied themselves with the Pseudo-Cle- 
^ mentines, ' it may be asserted, that in this region everj^hing 

1 This syncretistic Judaism had indeed a significance for the history of the 
world, not, however, in the history of Christianity, but for the origin of Islam. 
Islam, as a religious system, is based partly on syncretistic Judaism (including 
the Zabians, so enigmatic in their origin), and, without questioning Mohammed^s 
originality, can only be historically understood by taking this into account. 
I have endeavoured to establish this hypothesis in a lecture printed in MS. 
form. 1877. Cf. now the conclusive proofs in Wellhausen, 1. c. Part III. p. 
197 — 212. On the Mandeans, see Brandt, Die Mandaische Religion, 1889; (also 
Wellhausen in d. deutschen Lit. Ztg., 1890. No. I. Lagarde i. d. Gott. Gel. Anz., 
1890, No. 10). 

2 See Bestmann, Gesch. der Christl. Sitte Bd. II. I Part: Die judenchristliche 
Sitte, 1883; also, Theol. Lit. Ztg., 1883. Col. 269 ff. The same author, Der 
Ursprung des Katholischen Christenthums und des Islams, 1884; also Theol. 
Lit. Ztg., 1884, Col. 291 if. 

3 See Schliemann, Die Clementinen etc., 1844; Hilgenfeld, Die Clementini- 
schen Recogn. u. Homil, 1848; Ritschl, in d. Allg. Monatschrift f. Wissensch. 
u Litt., 1852. Uhlhom, Die Homil. u Recogn., 1854; Lehmann, Die Clement. 
Schriften, 1869; Lipsius, in d. Protest. K. Ztg., 1869. p. 477 ff. : Quellen der 
Romische Petrussage, 1872. Uhlhom, in Herzog's R. Encykl. (Clementinen). 2 
Edit. III. p. 286, admits: ^^ There can be no doubt that the Clementine ques- 
tion still requires further discussion. It can hardly make any progress worth 
mentioning until we have collected better the material, and especially till we 
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is as yet in darkness, especially as no agreement has been 
reached even in the question of their composition. No doubt 
such a result appears to have been pretty nearly arrived at 
as far as the time of composition is concerned, but that 
estimate (150-170, or the latter half of the second century) 
not only awakens the greatest suspicion, but can be proved 
to be wrong. The importance of the question for the history 
of dogma does not permit the historian to set it aside, while, 
on the other hand, the compass of a manual does not allow 
us to enter into an exhaustive investigation. The only course 
open in such circumstances is briefly to define one's own 
position. 

I. The Recognitions and Homilies, in the form in which 
we have them, do not belong to the second century, but at 
the very earliest to the first half of the third. There is 
nothing, however, to prevent our putting them a few decades 
later. * 

have got a corrected edition with an exhaustive commentary. The theory of 
the genesis, contents and aim of the pseudo-Clementine writings, unfolded by 
Renan (Orig. T. VII. p. 74 — loi) is essentially identical with that of German 
scholars. Langen (die Clemensromane, 1890), has set up very bold hypotheses, 
which are also based on the assumption that Jewish Christianity was an impor- 
tant church factor in the second century, and that the pseudo-Clementines are 
comparatively old writings. 

I There is no external evidence for placing the pseudo-Clementine writings 
in the second century. The oldest witness is Origen (IV. p. 401, Lommatzsch); 
but the quotation: ^^Quoniam opera bona, quae fiunt ab infidelibus, in hoc 
saeculo iis prosunt,^* etc., is not found in our Clementines, so that Origen appears 
to have used a. still older version. The internal evidence all points to the third 
century (canon, composition, theological attitude, etc.). Moreover, Zahn (Gott. Gel. 
Anz. 1876. No. 45) and Lagarde have declared themselves in favour of this date; 
while Lipsius (Apokr. Apostelgesch. II. i) and Weingarten (Zeittafeln, 3. Edit, 
p. 23) have recently expressed the same opinion. The Homilies presuppose (i) 
Marcion's Antitheses, (2) Apelles* Syllogisms, (3) perhaps Callistus* edict about 
penance (see III. 7o)f and writings of Hippolytus (see also the expression 
It/0-xo70C t^tffxdvuv, Clem ep. ad Jacob. I. which is first found in TertuU., de 
pudic I). (4) The most highly developed form of polemic against heathen myth- 
ology. (5) The complete development of church apologetics, as well as the 
conviction that Christianity is identical with correct and absolute knowledge. 
They further presuppose a time when there was a lull in the persecution of 
Christians, for the Emperor, though pretty often referred to, is never spoken of as 
a persecutor, and when the cultured heathen world was entirely disposed in favour 
of an ecclectic monotheism. Moreover, the remarkable Christological statement 
in Hom. XVI. 15, 16, points to the Uiird century, in fact probably even pre- 
supposes the theology of Origen ; Cf. the sentence : roV Tarpdc rd ftii ytytvy^vHai 
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2. They were not composed in their present form by heretical 
Christians, but most probably by Catholics. Nor do they aim 
at forming a theological system, ^ or spreading the views of a 
sect. Their primary object is to oppose Greek polytheism, 
immoral mythology, and false philosophy, and thus to promote 
edification. * 

3. In describing the authors as Catholic, we do not mean 
that they were adherents of the theology of Irenaeus or Origen. 
The instructive point here rather is, that they had as yet no 
fixed theology, and therefore could without hesitation regard 
and use all possible material as means of edification. In like 
manner, they had no fixed conception of the Apostolic age, 
and could therefore appropriate motley and dangerous mate- 
rial. Such Christians, highly educated and correctly trained 
too, were still to be found, not only in the third century, but 
even later. But the authors do not seem to have been free 
from a bias, inasmuch as they did not favour the Catholic, 
that is, the Alexandrian apologetic theology which was in 
process of formation. 

4. The description of the Pseudo-Clementine writings, natu- 
rally derived from their very form, as "edifying, didactic romances 
for the refutation of paganism", is not inconsistent with the idea, 
that the authors, at the same time, did their utmost to oppose 
heretical phenomena, especially the Marcionite church and 
Apelles, together with heresy and heathenism in general, as 
represented by Simon Magus. 

5. The objectionable materials which the authors made 
use of were edifying for them, because of the position assigned 

lorr/y, t)/0i7 ii rd yvyw^a-Qcw ytvinfriv ^i ^ysvv^r^ tj tea} ahroytwifirtfi oh a-vvxf(vgTM. 
Finally, the decided repudiation of the awakening of Christian faith by visions 
and dreams, . and the polemic against these is also no doubt of importance for 
determining the date; see XVII. 14 — 19. Peter says, §. 18: rd ahS^KreoQ Uvev 
irrao'taQ xctt hvt/pwv fjutdtlv ^9roie^At/^/c la^tv, he had already learned that at his 
confession (Matt. XVI). The question *it rtQ $1 hyrreto'teev Tpdc hicwxaxfxv vo^to"' 
Qiiveu i6vepr»i, is answered in the negative, §. 19. 

1 This is also acknowledged in Koffmane. Die Gnosis, etc., p. 33. 

2 The Homilies, as we have them, are mainly composed of the speeches of 
Peter and others. These speeches oppose polytheism, mythology and the doctrine 
of demons, and advocate monotheism, ascetic morality and rationalism. The 
polemic against Simon Magus almost appears as a mere accessory. 
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therein to Peter, because of the ascetic and mysterious ele- 
ments they contained, and the opposition offered to Simon, etc. 
The offensive features, so far as they were still contained in 
these sources, had already become unintelligible and harmless. 
They were partly conserved as such and partly removed. 

6. The authors are to be sought for perhaps in Rome, 
perhaps in Syria, perhaps in both places, certainly not in 
Alexandria. 

7. The main ideas are: (i) The monarchy of God. {2) the l 
syzygies (weak and strong). (3) Prophecy (the true Prophet). 
(4) Stoical rationalism, belief in providence, good works, $/Aav- 
ipuTlx, etc. = Mosaism. The Homilies are completely satu- 
rated with stoicism, both in their ethical and metaphysical 
systems, and are opposed to Platonism, though Plato is quoted 

in Hom. XV. 8, as 'E^^iivav ^006^ rtg (a wise man of the Greeks). 
In addition to these ideas we have also a strong hierarchical 
tendency. The material which the authors made use of was 
in great part derived from syncretistic Jewish Christian tradi- ^ 
tion, in other words, those histories of the Apostles were here 
utilised which Epiphanius reports to have been used by the 
Ebionites (see above). It is not probable, however, that these 
writings in their original form were in the hands of the nar- 
rators; the likelihood is that they made use of them in re- 
vised forms. 

8. It must be reserved for an accurate investigation to 
ascertain whether those modified versions which betray clear j 
marks of Hellenic origin, were made within syncretistic Judaism 
itself, or whether they are to be traced back to Catholic 
writers. In either case, they should not be placed earlier than 
about the beginning of the third century, but in all proba- 
bility one or two generations later still. 

9. If we adopt the first assumption, it is most natural to 
think of that propaganda which, according to the testimony 
of Hippolytus and Origen, Jewish Christianity attempted in 
Rome in the age of Caracalla and Heliogabalus, through the 
medium of the Syrian, Alcibiades. This coincides with the last 
great advance of Syrian cults into the West, and is, at the 
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same time, the only one known to us historically. But it is 
further pretty generally admitted that the immediate sources 
of the Pseudo-Clementines already presuppose the existence of 
Elkesaite Christianity. We should accordingly have to assume 
that in the West, this Christianity made greater concessions 
to the prevailing type, that it gave up circumcision and ac- 
commodated itself to the Church system of Gentile Christi- 
anity, at the same time withdrawing its polemic against Paul. 
10. Meanwhile the existence of such a Jewish Christianity 
is not as yet proved, and therefore we must reckon with the 
possibility that the remodelled form of the Jewish Christian 
sources, already found in existence by the revisers of the 
Pseudo-Clementine Romances, was solely a Catholic literary 
product. In this assumption, which commends itself both as 
regards the aim of the composition and its presupposed con- 
ditions, we must remember that, from the third century 
onwards. Catholic writers systematically corrected, and to a 
great extent reconstructed, the heretical histories which were 
in circulation in the churches as interesting reading, and that 
the extent and degree of this reconstruction varied exceed- 
ingly, according to the theological and historical insight of 
the writer. The identifying of pure Mosaism with Christianity 
was in itself by no means offensive when there was no further 
question of circumcision. The clear distinction between the 
ceremonial and moral parts of the Old Testament, could no 
longer prove an offence after the great struggle with Gnosti- 
cism. ^ The strong insistance upon the unity of God, and the 
rejection of the doctrine of the Logos, were by no means 
uncommon in the beginning of the third century, and in the 

I This distinction can also be shewn elsewhere in the Church of the third 
century. But I confess I do not know how Catholic circles got over the fact, 
that, for example, in the third book of the Homilies many passages of the Old 
Testament are simply characterised as untrue, immoral and lying. Here the 
Homilies remind one strongly of the Syllogisms of Apelles, the author of 
which, in other respects, opposed them in the interest of his doctrine of crea- 
ting angels. In some passages the Christianity of the Homilies really looks 
like a syncretism, composed of -the common Christianity, the Jewish Christian 
Gnosticism, and the criticism df Apelles. Hom. VHI. 6 — 8 is also highly 
objectionable. 
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Speculations about Adam and Christ, in the views about God 
and the world and such like, as set before us in the imme- 
diate sources of the Romances, the correct and edifying ele- 
ments must have seemed to outweigh the objectionable. At 
any rate, the historian who, until further advised, denies the 
existence of a Jewish Christianity composed of the most con- 
tradictory elements, lacking circumcision and national hopes, 
and bearing marks of Catholic and therefore of Hellenic 
influence, judges more prudently than he who asserts, solely 
on the basis of Romances which are accompanied by no 
tradition and have never been the objects of assault, the 
existence of a Jewish Christianity accommodating itself to 
Catholicism, which is entirely unattested. 

11. Be that as it may, it may at least be regarded as 
certain that the Pseudo-Clementines contribute absolutely 
nothing to our knowledge of the origin of the Catholic Church 
and doctrine, as they shew at best in their immediate sources 
a Jewish Christianity strongly influenced by Catholicism and 
Hellenism. 

12. They must be used with great caution even in seeking 
to determine the tendencies and inner history of syncretistic 
Jewish Christianity. It cannot be made out with certainty, 
how far back the first sources of the Pseudo-Clementines date, 
or what their original form and tendency were. As to the 
first point, it has indeed been said that Justin, nay, even the 
author of the Acts of the Apostles, presupposes them, and 
that the Catholic tradition of Peter, in Rome, and of Simon 
Magus, are dependent on them (as is still held by Lipsius); 
but there is so little proof of this adduced, that in Christian 
literature up to the end of the second century (Hegesippus ?) 
we can only discover very uncertain traces of acquaintance 
with Jewish Christian historical narrative. Such indications 
can only be found, to any considerable extent, in the third 
century, and I do not mean to deny that the contents of 
the Jewish Christian histories of the Apostles contributed 
materially to the formation of .*the ecclesiastical legends 
about Peter. As is shewn in the Pseudo-Clementines, these 



3l6 HISTORY OF DOGMA [Chap. vi. 

histories of the Apostles especially opposed Simon Magus and 
his adherents (the new Samaritan attempt at a universal reli- 
gion), and placed the authority of the Apostle Peter against 
them. But they also opposed the Apostle Paul, and seem to 
have transferred Simonian features to Paul, and Pauline fea- 
tures to Simon. Yet it is also possible that the Pauline traits 
found in the magician were the outcome of the redaction, in 
so far as the whole polemic against Paul is here struck out, 
though certain parts of it have been woven into the polemic 
against Simon. But probably the Pauline features of the 
magician are merely an appearance. The Pseudo-Clementines 
may, to some extent, be used, though with caution, in deter- 
mining the doctrines of syncretistic Jewish Christianity. In 
connection with this we must take what Epiphanius says as 
our standard. The Pantheistic and Stoic elements which are 
found here and there must of course be eliminated. But the 
theory of the genesis of the world from a change in God 
himself (that is from a vpo^o^ti), the assumption that all things 
emanated from God in antitheses (Son of God — Devil; heaven — 
earth; male — female; male and female prophecy), nay, that 
these antitheses are found in God himself (goodness, to which 
corresponds the Son of God — punitive justice, to which cor- 
responds the Devil), the speculations about the elements which 
have proceeded from the one substance, the ignoring of free- 
dom in the question about the origin of evil, the strict ad- 
herence to the unity and absolute causality of God, in spite 
of the dualism, and in spite of the lofty predicates applied to 
the Son of God — all this plainly bears the Semitic- Jewish stamp. 
We must here content ourselves with these indications. 
They were meant to set forth briefly the reasons which forbid 
our assigning to syncretistic Jewish Christianity, on the basis 
of the Pseudo-Clementines, a place in the history of the gen- 
esis of the Catholic Church and its doctrine. 

Bigg, The Clementine Homilies (Studia Biblica et Eccles. II 
p. 157 ff.), has propounded the hypothesis that the Homilies are 
an Ebionitic revision of an older Catholic original (see p. 184: 
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"The Homilies as we have it, is a recast of an orthodox 
work by a highly unorthodox editor." P. 175: "The Homilies 
are surely the work of a Catholic convert to Ebionitism, who 
thought he saw in the doctrine of the two powers the only 
tenable answer to Gnosticism. We can separate his Catholi- 
cism from his Ebionitism, just as surely as his Stoicism"). 
This is the opposite of the view expressed by me in the text. 
I consider Bigg's hypothesis well worth examining and at 
first sight not improbable; but I am not able to enter into 
it here. 



APPENDIX I. 

On the Conception of Pre-existence. 

On account of the importance of the question we may be 
here permitted to amplify a few hints gfiven in Chap. II, § 4, 
and elsewhere, and to draw a clearer distinction between the 
Jewish and Hellenic conceptions of pre-existence. 

According to the theory held by the ancient Jews and by 
the whole of the Semitic nations, everything of real value 
that from time to time appears on earth has its existence in 
heaven. In other words it exists with God, that is, God pos- 
sesses a knowledge of it; and for that reason it has a real 
being. But it exists beforehand with God in the same way 
as it appears on earth, that is with all the material attributes 
belonging to its essence. Its manifestation on earth is merely 
a transition from concealment to publicity {(payepovfriott). In 
becoming visible to the senses, the object in question assumes 
no attribute that it did not already possess with God. Hence 
its material nature is by no means an inadequate expression 
of it, nor is it a second nature added to the first. The truth 
rather is, that what was in heaven before is now revealing 
itself upon earth, without any sort of alteration taking place 
in the process. There is no assumptio naturce novce^ and no 
change or mixture. The old Jewish theory of pre-existence 
is founded on the religious idea of the omniscience and omni- 
potence of God, that God to whom the events of history do 
not come as a surprise, but who guides their course. As the 
whole history of the world and the destiny of each individual 
are recorded on his tablets or books, so also each thing is 
ever present before him. The decisive contrast is between 
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God and the creature. In designating the latter as " foreknown " 
by God, the primary idea is not to ennoble the creature but 
rather to bring to light the wisdom and power of God. The 
ennobling of created things by attributing to them a pre- 
existence is a secondary result (see below). 

According to the Hellenic conception, which has become 
associated with Platonism, the idea of pre-existence is indepen- 
dent of the idea of God ; it is based on the conception of the 
contrast between spirit and matter, between the infinite and 
finite, found in the cosmos itself. In the case of all spiritual 
beings, Hfe in the body or flesh is at bottom an inadequate 
and unsuitable condition, for the spirit is eternal, the flesh 
perishable. But the pre-temporal existence, which was only a 
doubtful assumption as regards ordinary spirits, was a matter 
of certainty in the case of the higher and purer ones. They 
lived in an upper world long before this earth was created, 
and they lived there as spirits without the "polluted garment 
of the flesh". Now if they resolved for some reason or other 
to appear in this finite world, they cannot simply become 
visible, for they have no "visible form". They must rather 
"assume flesh", whether they throw it about them as a cover- 
ing, or really make it their own by a process of transforma- 
tion or mixture. In all cases — and here the speculation gave 
rise to the most exciting problems — the body is to them 
something inadequate which they cannot appropriate without 
adopting certain measures of precaution, but this process may 
indeed pass through all stages, from a mere seeming appro- 
priation to complete union. The characteristics of the Greek 
ideas of pre-existence may consequently be thus expressed. 
First, the objects in question to which pre-existence is ascribed 
are meant to be ennobled by this attribute. Secondly, these 
ideas have no relation to God. Thirdly, the material appear- 
' ance is regarded as something inadequate. Fourthly, specu- 
lations about phantasma, assumptio natura humanly trans- 
mutatio, mixtura, dues natura^ etc., were necessarily associated 
with these notions. 

We see that these two conceptions are as wide apart as the 
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poles. The first has a religious origin, the second a cosmo- 
logical and psychological; the first glorifies Grod, the second 
the created spirit. 

However, not only does a certain relationship in point of 
form exist between these speculations, but the Jewish concep- 
tion is also found in a shape which seems to approximate still 
more to the Greek one. 

Earthly occurrences and objects are not only regarded as 
"foreknown" by God before being seen in this world, but 
the latter manifestation is frequently considered as the copy 
of the existence and nature which they possess in heaven, and 
which remains unalterably the same, whether they appear upon 
earth or not. That which is before God experiences no change. 
As the destinies of the world are recorded in the books, and God 
reads them there, it being at the same time a matter of indif- 
ference, as regards this knowledge of his, when and how they 
are accomplished upon earth, so the Tabernacle and its fur- 
niture, the Temple, Jerusalem, etc., are before God, and continue 
to exist before him in heaven, even during their appearance 
on earth and after it. 

This conception seems really to have been the oldest one. 
Moses is to fashion the Temple and its furniture according to 
the pattern he saw on the Mount (Exod. XXV. 9. 40: XXVI. 
30: XXVII. 8: Num. VIII. 4). The Temple and Jerusalem 
exist in heaven, and they are to be distinguished from the 
earthly Temple and the earthly Jerusalem; yet the ideas of 
a ^xyspovffSai of the thing which is in heaven and of its copy 
appearing on earth, shade into one another and are not always 
clearly separated. 

The classing of things as original and copy was at first no more 
meant to glorify them than was the conception of a pre- 
existence they possessed within the knowledge of God. But 
since the view which in theory was true of everjrthing earthly, 
was, as is naturally to be expected, applied in practice to 
nothing but valuable objects — for things common and ever 
recurring give no impulse to such speculations — the objects 
thus contemplated were ennobled, because they were raised 
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above the multitude of the commonplace. At the same time 
the theory of original and copy cpuld not fail to become a 
starting-point for new speculations, as soon as the contrast 
between the spiritual and material began to assume impor^ 
tance among the Jewish people. 

That took place under the influence of the Greek spirit; 
and was perhaps also the simultaneous result of an intellec- 
tual or moral development which arose independently of that 
spirit. Accordingly, a highly important advance in the old 
ideas of pre-existence appeared in the Jewish theological lit- 
erature belonging to the time of the Maccabees and the fol- 
lowing decades. To begin with, these conceptions are now 
applied to persons, which, so far as I know, was not the case 
before this (individualism). Secondly, the old distinction of ori- 
ginal and copy is now interpreted to mean that the copy is 
the inferior and more imperfect, that in the present aeon of 
the transient it cannot be equivalent to the original, and that 
we must therefore look forward to the time when the original 
itself will make its appearance, (contrast of the material and 
Anite and the spiritual). 

With regard to the first point, we have not only to consider 
passages in Apocalypses and other writings in which pre- 
existence is attributed to Moses, the patriarchs, etc., (see above, 
p. 102) but we must, above all, bear in mind utterances like 
Vs. CXXXIX. 15, 16. The individual saint soars upward to 
the thought that the days of his life are in the book of God, 
and that he himself was before God, whilst he was still un- 
perfect. But, and this must not be overlooked, it was not 
merely his spiritual part that was before God, for there is 
not the remotest idea of such a distinction, but the whole man, 
although he is I^S* 

As regards the second point, the distinction between a 
heavenly and an earthly Jerusalem, a heavenly and an earthly 
Temple, etc., is sufficiently known from the Apocalypses and 
the New Testament. But the important consideration is that 
the sacred things of earth were regarded as objects of less 
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value, instalments as it were, pending the fulfilment of the 
whole promise. The desecration and subsequent destruction 
of sacred things must have greatly strengthened this idea. 
The hope of the heavenly Jerusalem comforted men for the 
desecration or loss of the earthly one. But this gave at the 
same time the most powerful impulse to reflect whether it 
was not an essential feature of this temporal state, that every- 
thing high and holy in it could only appear in a meagre and 
inadequate form. Thus the transition to Greek ideas was 
brought about. The fulness of the time had come when the 
old Jewish ideas, with a slightly mj^hological colouring, could 
amalgamate with the ideal creations of Hellenic philosophers. 

These, however, are also the general conditions which gave 
rise to the earliest Jewish speculations about a personal Mes- 
siah, except that, in the case of the Messianic ideas within 
Judaism itself, the adoption of specifically Greek thoughts, so 
far as I am able to see, cannot be made out. 

Most Jews, as Trypho testifies in Justin's Dialogue, 49, con- 
ceived the Messiah as a man. We may indeed go a step 
further and say that no Jew at bottom imagined him other- 
wise; for even those who attached ideas of pre-existence to 
him, and gave the Messiah a supernatural background, never 
advanced to speculations about assumption of the flesh, incar- 
nation, two natures and the like. They only transferred in a 
specific manner to the Messiah the old idea of pre-terrestrial 
existence with God, universally current among the Jews. Before 
the creation of the world the Messiah was hidden with God, 
and, when the time is fulfilled, he makes his appearance. This 
is neither an incarnation nor a humiliation, but he appears on 
earth as he exists before God, viz., as a mighty and just king, 
equipped with all gifts. The writings in which this thought 
appears most clearly are the Apocalypse of Enoch (Book of 
Similitudes, Chap. 46-49) and the Apocalypse of Esra (Chap. 
12-14). Support to this idea, if anything more of the kind 
had been required, was lent by passages like Daniel VII. I3f. 
and Micah V. i. Nowhere do we find in Jewish writings a 
conception which advances beyond the notion that the Messiah 
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is the man who is with God in heaven; and who will make 
his appearance at his own time. We are merely entitled to 
say that, as the same idea was not applied to all persons with 
the same certainty, it was almost unavoidable that men's minds 
should have been led to designate the Messiah as the man 
from heaven. This thought was adopted by Paul (see below), 
but I know of no Jewish writing which gave clear expres- 
sion to it. 

Jesus Christ designated himself as the Messiah, and the first 
of his disciples who recognised him as such were native Jews. 
The Jewish conceptions of the Messiah consequently passed 
over into the Christian community. But they received an 
impulse to important modifications from the living impression 
conveyed by the person and destiny of Jesus. Three facts 
were here of pre-eminent importance. First, Jesus appeared 
in lowliness; and even suffered death. Secondly, he was believed 
to be exalted through the resurrection to the right hand of 
God, and his return in glory was awaited with certainty. 
Thirdly, the strength of a new life and of an indissoluble union 
with God was felt issuing from him, and therefore his people 
were connected with him in the closest way. 

In some old Christian writings found in the New Testament 
and emanating from the pen of native Jews, there are no spec- 
ulations at all about the pre-temporal existence of Jesus as 
the Messiah, or they are found expressed in a manner which 
simply embodies the old Jewish theory and is merely distin- 
guished from it by the emphasis laid on the exaltation of Jesus 
after death through the resurrection. I. Pet. i. 18 ff. is a classic 
passage: iXvTpiiijTS rtfilcp cttfiari i)g ifivov ifAifiov k») iaTrixov 
XpiffTOti, icpoeyvafTfiivoo fih irph xarxlioXilg rtitrfiovy ^autpadivrog ii 
i^r'ia-^^TOW rav ;^jprfvav it* vfiScg rovg it* aiTOu ^tarobg tU tiiy rh 
fyetpctvret ccMv ix viKpav x») ii^xv xvr^ iivra^ Sffn r^v irhrtv 
iffiav xxi iXirliot eheti iU i^iv* Here we find a concefftion of 
the pre-existence of Christ which is not yet affected by cos- 
mological or psychological speculation, which does not overstep 
the boundaries of a purely religious contemplation, and which 
aibse from the Old Testament way of thinking, and the living 
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impression derived from the person of Jesus. He is "fore- 
known (by God) before the creation of the world", not as a 
spiritual being without a body, but as a Lamb without blemish 
and without spot; in other words, his whole personality toge- 
ther with the work which it was to carry out, was within God's 
eternal knowledge. He "was manifested in these last days for 
our sake", that is, he is now visibly what he already was 
before God. What is meant here is not an incarnation, but 
a revelatio. Finally, he appeared in order that our faith and 
hope should now be firmly directed to the living God, that 
God who raised him from the dead and gave him honour. 
In the last clause expression is given to the specifically Christian 
thought, that the Messiah Jesus was exalted after crucifixion 
and death ; from this, however, no further conclusions are drawn. 
But it was impossible that men should everywhere rest 
satisfied with these utterances, for the age was a theological 
one. Hence the paradox of the suffering Messiah, the certainty 
of his glorification through the resurrection, the conviction of 
his specific relationship to God, and the belief in the real 
union of his Church with him did not seem adequately expressed 
by the simple formulae Trpoiyv^vfiivog, ^avipatslq. In reference 
to all these points, we see even in the oldest Christian writings, 
the appearance of formulae which fix more precisely the nature 
of his pre-existence, or in other words his heavenly existence. 
With regard to the first and second points there arose the view 
of humiliation and exaltation^ such as we find in Paul and in 
numerous writings after him. In connection with the third 
point the concept "Son of God" was thrust into the fore- 
ground, and gave rise to the idea of the image of God (2. 
Cor. IV. 4; Col. I. 15; Heb. I. 2; Phil. II. 6). The fourth 
point gave occasion to the formation of theses, such as we 
find in Rom. VIII. 29: TrpooTdToxog iv TroXXoh iieX^oTg, Col. i. 
18: TrpariTOxog ix rSov vixpav (Rev. I. 5), Eph. 11. 6: ayviiystpey 
Kot) vvvsTtiiiffev h rolq iTrovpavlotg iifiig iv XptffT^ 'Itfvov, 1. 4: 
i hhg i^sXi^oLTO ^fiig iv Xpt^r^ ^pi KXTxfioXijq xi^fiou, I. 22: i 
hig iiax€v rh Xptgriv xs^aXiiv vTip ^ivra rf ixxXn^ltf ^riq ivriv 
ri ffUfix ctirodj etc. This purely religious view of the Church, 
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according to which all that is predicated of Christ is also applied 
to his followers, continued a considerable time. Hermas declares 
that the Church is older than the world, and that the world 
was created for its sake (see above, p. 103) and the author 
of the so-called 2nd. Epistle of Clement declares (Chap. 14) 

IfTOfAiix ix t9^ iKxXijfflag Tijg vp&T^q T^g TTvsvfAartKiigj rijg 

Trph ^xloy Ko) ffeXijviig ixutrfAivfj^ oix olofixi ii ifiig iyvoilvy 

in ixKK^vlot t^ifra (rSfict hri Xpitrrou. Xiyst yccp 1$ ypot^ii. 'ETo/ifo-fv 
i tiig rdv Auipawoy iptrev xa) m>M. ri iptriv hriv S Xpivrig ri 
JifAv y ixxXijffla. Thus Christ and his Church are inseparably 
connected. The latter is to be conceived as pre-existent quite 
as much as the former; the Church was also created before 
the sun and the moon, for the world was created for its sake. 
This conception of the Church illustrates a final group of 
utterances about the pre-existent Christ, the origin of which 
might easily be misinterpreted unless we bear in mind their 
reference to the Church. In so far as he is vposyvavfiivog wph 
xar»l3o\tjg xifffiouj he is the ipxh rijg xrltrsm rov ieov (Rev. III. 
14), the TrpcoriToxog vivvig xrhiodg^ etc. According to the cur- 
rent conception of the time, these expressions mean exactly 
the same as the simple vposyvcotrfAivog irpi xotrotfioX^g xiafiov, as 
is proved by the parallel formulae referring to the Church. 
Nay, even the further advance to the idea that the world was 
created by him (Cor. Col. Eph. Heb.) need not yet necessarily 
be a fieTiffctffig iig ixxo yivog\ for the beginning of things 
(ipx4) and their purpose form the real force to which their 
origin is due (principle ip%ij). Hermas indeed calls the Church 
older than the world simply because "the world was created 
for its sake". 

All these further theories which we have quoted up to this 
time need in no sense alter the original conception, so long 
as they appear in an isolated form and do not form the basis 
of fresh speculations. They may be regarded as the working out 
of the original conception attaching to Jesus Christ, irposyyoiv^ 
fiivog irph xaTa0o}^fig xifffiouj (paviputilg x, r. A. ; and do not really 
modify this religious view of the matter. Above all, we find 
in them as yet no certain transition to the Greek view which 
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splits up his personality into a heavenly and an earthly por- 
tion; it still continues to be the complete Christ to whom all 
the utterances apply. But, beyond doubt, they already reveal 
the strong impulse to conceive the Christ that had appeared as a 
divine being. He had not been a transitory phenomenon, but has 
ascended into heaven and still continues to live. This post-exis- 
tence of his gave to the ideas of his pre-existence a support and 
a concrete complexion which the earlier Jewish theories lacked. 
We find the transition to a new conception in the writings 
of Paul. But it is important to begin by determining the re- 
lationship between his Christology and the views we have been 
hitherto considering. In the Apostle's clearest trains of thought, 
everything that he has to say of Christ hinges on his 
death and resurrection. For this we need no proofs, but see, 
more especially Rom. I. 3 f. : wspi rov viov xirov, rod ysvofjtivou 
SK frwipfAAToq Adsvf}} xxra ffipxa, tov iptaiivro^ viov 6eov h ivuxf^si 
K»rk TTvevfict iyioitrivi^g sk aivoLtrravsoig usKpQvj *Iif o'oS Kpiarov tov 
Kvplov fifjtm. What Christ became and his significance for us 
now are due to his death on the cross and his resurrection. 
He condemned sin in the flesh and was obedient unto death. 
Therefore he now shares in the ii^» of God. The exposition 
in I. Cor. XV. 45, also (i Ivx^'^Oi ^Aixfj^ eU ^vev/ict ^aoTrotovv, 
iXX* oi TrpuTOV rd wsvfAOtTtKiv i^Xa rh tf/t;%/xJy, IvsiTot rd 9rv«u- 
[axtikIv. i wpuTog &vtpa7roi Ix yij^ %o/*xJ$ i iivrspog civipcoTO^ i^ 
oipxvov) is still capable of being understood, as to its funda- 
mental features, in a sense which agrees with the conception 
of the Messiah, as kxt^ ^^ox^iVf the man from heaven who was 
hidden with God. There can be no doubt, however, that this 
conception as already shewn by the formulae in the passage 
just quoted, formed to Paul the starting-point of a speculation, 
in which the original theory assumed a completely new shape. 
The decisive factors in this transformation were the Apostle's 
doctrine of "spirit and flesh", and the corresponding convic- 
tion that the Christ who is not to be known "after the flesh", 
is a spirit, namely, the mighty spiritual being (vvivfia ^aoTTOiovv), 
who has condemned sin in the flesh, and thereby enabled 
man to walk not after the flesh, but after the spirit. 
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According to one of the Apostle's ways of regarding the 
matter, Christ, after the accomplishment of his work, became 
the TTViufiat ^aoirototiv through the resurrection. But the belief 
that Jesus always stood before God as the heavenly man, 
suggested- to Paul the other view, that Christ was always a 
"spirit", that he was sent down by God, that the flesh is 
consequently something inadequate and indeed hostile to him, 
that he nevertheless assumed it in order to extirpate the sin 
dwelling in the flesh, that he therefore humbled himself by 
appearing, and that this humiliation was the deed he per- 
formed. 

This view is found in 2. Cor. VIIL 9. *lijaovg XpivrU Vt 
vfiii ivT^X^^^^^ ^^^ovfftog Sv; in Rom. VIIL 3, S tihq rh lottrrdi 
vihv irifvpag h ifioiifictu (rccpxig ifictprUg k») Trep) ifiaprlxg Kari^ 
xpivs riiv ifAotprlxv h t9 ^otpxl; and in Phil. II. 5f. : Xpt^rhg 
^Iflffoug iv fiop^if 6sov viripx^^ • • • • l^vrdv ixivu^sv (lip^iiv io6}kOV 
Xci(3tiu, iv ifiotifjkctrt avdpiwav yguifiivogf xa) ffx^f*^'^^ eipeiiU &g 
&v6pavoq irxTrsivci^ey sauriv x. r. A. In both forms of thought Paul 
presupposes a real exaltation of Christ. Christ receives after 
the resurrection more than he ever possessed (tJ Hvofict rh Mp 
iriv Hvofia). In this view Paul retains a historical interpreta- 
tion of Christ, even in the conception of the Trvsuf^a Xpitrrig. 
But whilst many passages seem to imply that the work of 
Christ began with suflering and death, Paul shews in the verses 
cited, that he already conceives the appearance of Christ on 
earth as his moral act, as a humiliation, purposely brought 
about by God and Christ himself, which reaches its culmina- 
ting point in the death on the cross. Christ, the divine spi- 
ritual being, is sent by the Father from heaven to earth, and 
of his own free will he obediently takes this mission upon 
himself. He appears in the ifioluficc vxpxbg ifiaprlctg^ dies the 
death of the cross, and then, raised by the Father, ascends 
again into heaven in order henceforth to act as the xiipiog 
ZdvTooy and vixpSv, and to become to his own people the prin- 
ciple of a new life in the spirit. 

Whatever we may think about the admissibility and justifi- 
cation of this view, to whatever source we may trace its origin, 
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and however strongly we may emphasise its divergencies from 
the contemporaneous Hellenic ideas, it is certain that it ap- 
proaches very closely to the latter; for the distinction of 
spirit and flesh is here introduced into the concept of pre- 
existence, and this combination is not found in the Jewish 
notions of the Messiah. 

Paul was the first who limited the idea of pre-existence by 
referring it solely to the spiritual part of Jesus Christ, but at 
the same time gave life to it by making the pre-existing Christ 
(the spirit) a being who, even during his pre-existence, stands 
independently side by side with God. 

He was also the first to designate Christ's o-«pf as " assumpta ", 
and to recognise its assumption as in itself a humiliation. To 
him the appearance of Christ was no mere 0ccv6pova6»i, but a 
Kiyouvictif TCtTretvovo'tai, and 9rrai;(^«t;<iy. 

These outstanding features of the Pauline Christology must 
have been intelligible to the Greeks, but, whilst embracing 
these, they put everything else in the system aside. Xpt^ri^ 
i xtipiog i ffdvcc^ ilf^i^f &y f^iv ^h yrpurov vvivfix, iyivero vAp^ Koti 
ouTos^ ^fiZ^ iKiXsa-eyf says 2. Clem. (9. 5) and that is also the 
Christology of i. Clement, Barnabas and many other Greeks. 
From the sum total of Judaeo-Christian speculations, they only 
borrowed, in addition, the one which has been already men- 
tioned: the Messiah as TrpoiyvufffAivo^ vpi K»TafioMig xi^fiov is 
for that very reason also )} ipxh Ttjg xrlviodq roii ieou, that is 
the beginning, purpose and principle of the creation. The 
Greeks, as the result of their cosmological interest, embraced 
this thought as a fundamental proposition. The complete 
Greek Christology then is expressed as follows: Xpurb^, i 
9070^ ^(aZ^^ &v fih ri irparov wsvfict k») vMtig xrlvseog ipxhf 
iyhsro ffip^ xa) ovrag ifiZg ixiXivev. That is the fundamental 
theological and philosophical creed on which the whole Trini- 
tarian and Christological speculations of the Church of the suc- 
ceeding centuries are built y and it is thus the root of the orthodox 
system of dogmatics; for the notion that Christ was the ipxh 
7ri(riig xrhsm necessarily led in some measure to the concep- 
tion of Christ as the Logos. For the Logos had long been 
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regarded by cultured men as the beginning and principle of 
the creation. ^ 

I These hints will have shewn that PauPs theory occupies a middle position 
between the Jewish and Greek ideas of pre-existence. In the canon, however, 
we have another group of writings which likewise gives evidence of a middle 
position with regard to the matter, I mean the Johannine writings. If we only 
possessed the prologue to the Gospel of John with its " iv itpxi S** ^ A^yoc " the 
"t4vt« it* ahroG iyivtro^^ and the "^ x6yo^ ^^P% tyivtro^^ we could indeed point 
to nothing but Hellenic ideas. But the Gospel itself, as is well known, contains 
very much that must have astonished a Greek, and is opposed to the philoso- 
phical idea of the Logos. This occurs even in the thought, 6 ^6yo^ a-^p^ iytviro, 
which in itself is foreign to the Logos conception. Just fancy a proposition like 
the one in VI. 44, MttQ ivvetrcu ixQt'tv Tpdc figy idtv fiii 6 ^ctrii^ 6 ^ifiifaQ fig 
l?<K6vti uMv, or in V. 17. 21, engrafted an Philo's system, and consider the 
revolution it would have caused there. No doubt the prologue to some extent 
contains the themes set forth in the presentation that follows, but they are 
worded in such a way that one cannot help thinking the author wished to pre- 
pare Greek readers for the paradox he had to communicate to them, by adapting 
his prologue to their mode of thought. Under the altered conditions of thought 
which now prevail, the prologue appears to us the mysterious part, and the 
narrative that follows seems the portion that is relatively more intelligible. But 
to the original readers, if they were educated Greeks, the prologue must have 
been the part most easily understood. As nowadays a section on the nature of 
the Christian religion is usually prefixed to a treatise on dogmatics, in order to 
prepare and introduce the reader, so also the Johannine prologue seems to be 
intended as an introduction of this kind. It brings in conceptions which were 
familiar to the Greeks, in fact it enters into these more deeply than is justified 
by the presentation which follows; for the notion of the incarnate Logos is by 
no means the dominant one here. Though faint echoes of this idea may pos- 
sibly be met with here and there in the Gospel — I confess I do not notice them — 
the predominating thought is essentially the conception of Christ as the Son of 
God, who obediently executes what the Father has shewn and appointed him. 
The works which he does are allotted to him and he performs them in the 
strength of the Father. The whole of Christ's farewell discourses and the inter- 
cessory prayer evince no Hellenic influence and no cosmological speculation what- 
ever, but shew the inner life of a man who knows himself to be one with God, 
to a greater extent than any before him, and who feels the leading of men to 
God to be the task he has received and accomplished. In this consciousness 
he speaks of the glory he had with the Father before the world was ^XVII. 4 f. : 

i6J^av6v fit, 0^. v^TtPf Trapk a-tavrlji rf id^i^i f f 7;^oy Tpd roO rdv Kda-fiov tJvm, vctpk 
vot). With this we must compare verses like III. 13: ol/itiQ ivcc^ip^xtv bIq rdv 
ovpcevbv ffj fiii 6 ex roV ovpctvofJ K»ra^A^ d HibQ toO Mp&frov, and III. 31 : ^ Uvudtv 
ipX^fi^voQ ixAvu frAvrm ia-riv, 6 iSv tx Tfj^ y^q Ix rfJc y^^ iv-rh xai ix t^c T^Q 
XecXtl, 6 ix ToV ovpxvoG ipx^f^tvoQ i^r^vca v^vrm ia-riv (see also I. 30: VI. 33, 
38, 41 f. 50 f. 58, 62: VIII. 14, 58; XVIL 24). But though the pre-existence 
is strongly expressed in these passages, a separation of trvgCfiei {^6yo^ and vdpj^ 
in Christ is nowhere assumed in the Gospel except in the prologue. It is always 
Christ's whole personality to which every sublime attribute is ascribed. The 
same one who ^^can do nothing of himself", is also the one who was once 
glorious and will yet be glorified. This idea, however, can still be referred to 
the TpotyvttfffiiyeQ wpb xarafioA^Q xdo-fiov^ although it gives a peculiar iS^a with 
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With this transition the theories concerning Qirist are re- 
moved from Jewish and Old Testament soil, and also that of 
religion (in the strict sense of the word), and transplanted to 
the Greek one. Even in his pre-existent state Christ is an 
independent power, existing side by side with God. The pre- 
existence does not refer to his whole appearance, but only to 
a part of his essence, it does not primarily serve to glorify 
the wisdom and power of the God who guides history, but 
only glorifies Christ, and thereby threatens the monarchy of 
God. * The appearance of Christ is now an " assumption of 
flesh", and immediately the intricate questions about the con- 
nection of the heavenly and spiritual being with the flesh 
simultaneously arise and are at first settled by the theories of 
a naive docetism. But the flesh, that is the human nature 
created by God, appears depreciated because it was reckoned 
as something unsuitable for Christ, and foreign to him as a 
spiritual being. Thus the Christian religion was mixed up 
with the reflned asceticism of a perishing civilization, and a 
foreign substructure given to its system of morality, so earnest 
in its simplicity. * But the most questionable result was the 
following. Since the predicate ''Logos" which at first, and 
for a long time, coincided with the idea of the reason ruling 
in the cosmos, was considered as the highest that could be 
^ven to Christ, the holy and divine element, namely, the 
power of a new life, a power to be viewed and laid hold of 

God to him who was foreknown of God, and the oldest conception is yet to be 
traced in many expressions as, for example, I. 31 : k^c^ wk ^ietv cdtr^v, «AA' 
7y» ^aycp«9$ r^ *I0-^A iiii roOro ^A^ov, V. 19:0V i^arcu 6 Utif Totglv ^' siuToS 
ovUv ^ fi^ Tt fixix^ rdv xaripa TotoOvreu^ V. 36 : VIII. 38 : St eyii ^ttpeuca xapk 
T^ treerpi AaAfi, VIII. 40: rify aAiftfcfffv i)f«7y AcAiAifiM ^v ^wovva Tapk roV UoO, 
XII. 49: XV. 15: T^vTft H ^KOV9» irafik roQ TCtrp6^ (lov Hyvrnptva vyuv. 

X This is indeed counterbalanced in the fourth Gospel by the thought of the 
complete community of love between the Father and the Son, and the pre-existence 
and descent of the latter here also tend to the glory of God. In the sentence 
"God so loved the world" etc., that which Paul describes in Phil. II. becomes 
at the same time an act of God, in fact the act of God. The sentence "God 
is love" sums up again all individual speculations, and raises them into a new 
and most exalted sphere. 

2 If it had been possible for speculation to maintain the level of the Fourth 
Gospel, nothing of that would have happened; but where were there theologians 
capable of this? 
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in Christ, was transformed into a cosmic force and thereby 
secularised. 

In the present work I have endeavoured to explain fully 
how the doctrine of the Church developed from these premises 
into the doctrine of the Trinity and of the two natures. I 
have also shewn that the imperfect beginnings of Church doc- 
trine, especially as they appear in the Logos theory derived 
from cosmology, were subjected to wholesome corrections — 
by the Monarchians, by Athanasius, and by the influence of 
biblical passages which pointed in another direction. Finally, 
the Logos doctrine received a form in which the idea was 
deprived of nearly all cosmical content. Nor could the Hel- 
lenic contrast of " spirit " and " flesh " become completely devel- 
oped in Christianity, because the belief in the bodily resur- 
rection of Christ, and in the admission of the flesh into heaven, 
opposed to the principle of dualism a barrier which Paul as 
yet neither knew nor felt to be necessary. The conviction as to 
the resurrection of the flesh proved the hard rock which shat- 
tered the energetic attempts to give a completely Hellenic 
complexion to the Christian religion. 

The history of the development of the ideas of pre-existence 
is at the same time the criticism of them, so that we need 
not have recourse to our present theory of knowledge which 
no longer allows such speculations. The problem of determin- 
ing the signiflcance of Christ through a speculation concern- 
ing his natures, and of associating with these the concrete 
features of the historical Christ, was originated by Hellenism. 
But even the New Testament writers, who appear in this respect 
to be influenced in some way by Hellenism, did not really 
speculate concerning the different natures, but, taking Christ's 
spiritual nature for granted, determined his religious significance 
by his moral qualities — Paul by the moral act of humiliation 
and obedience unto death, John by the complete dependence 
of Christ upon God and hence also by his obedience, as well 
as the unity of the love of Father and Son. There is only 
one idea of pre-existence which no empiric contemplation of 
history and no reason can uproot. This is identical with the 
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most ancient idea found in the Old Testament, as well as that 
prevalent among the early Christians, and consists in the reli- 
gious thought that God the Lord directs history. In its appli- 
cation to Jesus Christ, it is contained in the words we read 
in I. Pet. I. 20: irpoi^^ufffiivof fih Trpo Kdsra/SoAj?^ nifffiou^ 0xvi' 
poiitU a Si' vfiif Tobi it* airoii Tri^rob^ tU iiiv riv iysipavrct 
ccirhv in vixpav xa) ii^ctv air^* iivra, aan riiv irhriv ifiav xa) 



APPENDIX II. 

Liturgy and the Origin of Dogma. 

The reader has perhaps wondered why I have made so little 
reference to Liturgy in my description of the origin of dogma. 
For according to the most modern ideas about the history of 
religion and the origin of theology, the development of both 
may be traced in the ritual. Without any desire to criticise 
these notions, I think I am justified in asserting that this is 
another instance of the exceptional nature of Christianity. For 
a considerable period it possessed no ritual at all, and the 
process of development in this direction had been going on, 
or been completed, a long time before ritual came to furnish 
material for dogmatic discussion. 

The worship in Christian Churches grew out of that in the 
synagogues, whereas there is no trace of its being influenced 
by the Jewish Temple service (Duchesne, Origines du Culte 
Chretien, p. 45 ff.). Its oldest constituents are accordingly prayer, 
reading of the scriptures, application of scripture texts, and 
sacred song. In addition to these we have, as specifically 
Christian elements, the celebration of the Lord's Supper, and 
the utterances of persons inspired ^by the Spirit. The latter 
manifestations, however, ceased in the course of the second 
century, and to some extent as early as its first half. The 
religious services in which a ritual became developed were 
prayer, the Lord's Supper and sacred song. The Didache had 
already prescribed stated formulae for prayer. The ritual of 
the Lord's Supper was determined in its main features by the 
memory of its institution. The sphere of sacred song remained 
the most unfettered, though here also, even at an early period 
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— no later in fact than the end of the first and beginning of 
the second century — a fixed and a variable element were 
distinguished ; for responsory hymns, as is testified by the Epistle 
of Pliny and the still earlier Book of Revelation, require to 
follow a definite arrangement. But the whole, though perhaps 
already fixed during the course of the second century, still bore 
the stamp of spirituality and freedom. It was really worship 
in spirit and in truth, and this and no other was the light in 
which the Apologists, for instance, regarded it. Ritualism did 
not begin to be a power in the Church till the end of the 
second century ; though it had been cultivated by the " Gnostics " 
long before, and traces of it are found at an earlier period in 
some of the older Fathers, such as Ignatius. 

Among the liturgical fragments still preserved to us from 
the first three centuries two strata may be distinguished. Apart 
from the responsory hymns in the book of Revelation, which can 
hardly represent fixed liturgical pieces, the only portions of 
the older stratum in our possession are the Lord's Prayer, ori- 
ginating with Jesus himself and used as a liturgy, together 
with the sacramental prayers of the Didache. These prayers 
exhibit a style unlike any of the liturgical formulae of later 
times; the prayer is exclusively addressed to Grod, it returns 
thanks for knowledge and life ; it speaks of Jesus the TraJq $€ou 
(Son of Grod) as the mediator; the intercession refers exclu- 
sively to the Church, and the supplication is for the gathering 
together of the Church, the hastening of the coming of the 
kingdom and the destruction of the world. No direct mention 
is made of the death and resurrection of Christ. These prayers 
are the peculiar property of the Christian Church. It cannot, 
however, be said that they exercised any important influence 
on the history of dogma. The thoughts contained in them 
perished in their specific shape; the measure of permanent 
importance they attained in a more general form, was not pre- 
served to them through these prayers. 

The second stratum of liturgical pieces dates back to the 
great prayer with which the first Epistle of Clement ends, for 
in many respects this prayer, though some expressions in it 
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remind us of the older type {iii rod i^ymirrifiivou irmiiig aov 
*lftffotjv Xpt^rov, " through thy beloved son Jesus Christ), already 
exhibits the characteristics of the later liturgy, as is shewn, 
for example, by a comparison of the liturgical prayer in the 
Constitutions of the Apostles (see Lightfoot's edition and my 
own). But this piece shews at the same time that the litur- 
gical prayers, and consequently the liturgy also, sprang from 
those in the synagogue, for the similarity is striking. Here 
we find a connection resembling that which exists between 
the Jewish " Two Ways " and the Christian instruction of cate- 
chumens. If this observation is correct, it clearly explains the 
cautious use of historical and dogmatic material in the oldest 
liturgies — a precaution not to their disadvantage. As in the 
prayers of the synagogue, so also in Christian Churches, all 
sorts of matters were not submitted to God or laid bare before 
Him, but the prayers serve as a religious ceremony, that is, 
as adoration, petition and intercession. Sir h i 9sig fiivo^ xm) 
^liiffoy^ Xpivrig i iraJ^ vov k») iifieTf Xetiq 90v xa) irp6^ara r^q 
vofiifg ffovj (thou art God alone and Jesus Christ is thy son, and 
we are thy people and the sheep of thy pasture). In this 
confession, an expressive Christian modification of that of the 
synagogue, the whole liturgical ceremony is epitomised. So 
far as we can assume and conjecture from the scanty remains 
of Ante-Nicene liturgy, the character of the ceremony was 
not essentially altered in this respect. Nothing containing a 
specific dogma or theological speculation was admitted. The 
number of sacred ceremonies, already considerable in the second 
century (how did they arise?), was still further increased in 
the third; but the accompanying words, so far as we know, 
expressed nothing but adoration, gratitude^ supplication, and 
intercession. The relations expressed in the liturgy became 
more comprehensive, copious and detailed ; but its fundamental 
character was not changed. The history of dogma in the first 
three centuries is not reflected in their liturgy. 



APPENDIX III. 

NEOPLATONISM. 

The historical significance and position of Neoplatonism. 

The political history of the ancient world ends with the 
Empire of Diocletian and Constantine, which has not only- 
Roman and Greek, but also Oriental features. The history of 
ancient philosophy ends with the universal philosophy of Neo- 
platonism, which assimilated the elements of most of the 
previous systems, and embodied the result of the history of 
religion and civilisation in East and West. But as the Roman 
Byzantine Empire is at one and the same time a produdt of 
the final effort and the exhaustion of the ancient world, so 
also Neoplatonism is, on one side, the completion of ancient 
philosophy, and, on anothep, its abolition. Never before in the 
Greek and Roman theory of the world did the conviction of 
the dignity of man and his elevation above nature, attain so 
certain an expression as in Neoplatonism; and never before 
in the history of civilisation did its highest exponents, notwith- 
standing all their progress in inner observation, so much under- 
value the sovereign significance of real science and pure know- 
ledge as the later Neoplatonists did. Judged from the stand-point 
of pure science, of empirical knowledge of the world, the 
philosophy of Plato and Aristotle marks a momentous turning- 
point, the post-Aristotelian a retrogression, the Neoplatonic a 
complete declension. But judging from the stand-point of religion 
and morality, it must be admitted that the ethical temper which 
Neoplatonism sought to beget and confirm, was the highest 
and purest which the culture of the ancient world produced. 
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This necessarily took place at the expense of science; for on 
the soil of polytheistic natural religions, the knowledge of 
nature must either fetter and finally abolish religion, or be 
fettered and abolished by religion. Religion and ethic, how- 
ever, proved the stronger powers. Placed between these and 
the knowledge of nature, philosophy, after a period of fluctua- 
tion, finally follows the stronger force. Since the ethical itself, 
in the sphere of natural religions, is unhesitatingly conceived 
as a higher kind of "nature", conflict with the empirical 
knowledge of the world is unavoidable. The higher " physics ", 
for that is what reUgious ethics is here, must displace the 
lower or be itself displaced. Philosophy must renounce its 
scientific aspect, in order that man's claim to a supernatural 
value of his person and life may be legitimised. 

It is an evidence of the vigour of man's moral endowments, 
that the only epoch of culture which we are able to survey 
in its beginnings, its progress, and its close, ended not with 
materialism, but with the most decided idealism. It is true 
that in its way this idealism also denotes a bankruptcy; as 
the contempt for reason and science, and these are contemned 
when relegated to the second place, finally leads to barbarism, 
because it results in the crassest superstition, and is exposed 
to all manner of imposture. And, as a matter of fact, barbar- 
ism succeeded the flourishing period of Neoplatonism. Phil- 
osophers themselves no doubt found their mental food in the 
knowledge which they thought themselves able to surpass; 
but the masses grew up in superstition, and the Christian 
Church, which entered on the inheritance of Neoplatonism, was 
compelled to reckon with that and come to terms with it. 
Just when the bankruptcy of the ancient civilisation and its 
lapse into barbarism could not have failed to reveal them- 
selves, a kindly destiny placed on the stage of history barbarian 
nations, for whom the work of a thousand years had as yet 
no existence. Thus the fact is concealed, which, however, does 
not escape the eye of one who looks below the surface, that 
the inner history of the ancient world must necessarily have 
degenerated into barbarism of its own accord, because it ended 

w 
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with the renunciation of this world. There is no desire either 
to enjoy it, to master it, or to know it as it really is. A new 
world is disclosed for which everything is given up, and men 
are ready to sacrifice insight and understanding, in order to 
possess this world with certainty; and, in the light which ra- 
diates from the world to come, that which in this world appears 
absurd becomes wisdom, and wisdom becomes folly. 

Such is Neoplatonism. The pre-Socratic philosophers, declared 
by the followers of Socrates to be childish, had freed them- 
selves from theology, that is, the mythology of the poets, and 
constructed a philosophy from the observation of nature without 
troubling themselves about ethics and religion. In the systems 
of Plato and Aristotle physics and ethics were to attain to 
their rights, though the latter no doubt already occupied the 

1 first place; theology, that is popular religion, continues to be 
thrust aside. The post-Aristotelian philosophers of all parties 
were already beginning to withdraw from the objective world. 
Stoicism indeed seems to fall back into the materialism that 
prevailed before Plato and Aristotle; but the ethical dualism 
which dominated the mood of the Stoic philosophers, did not 
in the long run tolerate the materialistic physics; it sought 
and found help in the metaphysical dualism of the Platonists, 
and at the same time reconciled itself to the popular religion 

. by means of allegorism, that is, it formed a new theology. 

J But it did not result in permanent philosophic creations. A 

^ one-sided development of Platonism produced the various forms 
of scepticism which sought to abolish confidence in empirical 
knowledge. Neoplatonism, which came last, learned from all 
schools.^In the first place, it belongs to the series of post- 
Aristotelian systems and, as the philosophy of the subjective, 
it is the logical completion of them. >[n the second place, it 
rests on scepticism; for it also, though not at the very begin- 
^^^Sf gstve up both confidence and pure interest in empirical 
knowledge. yThirdly, it can boast of the name and authority of 
Plato; for m metaphysics it consciously went back to him and 
expressly opposed the metaphysics of the Stoics. Yet on this 
very point it also learned something from the Stoics; for the 
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Neoplatonic conception of the action of God on the world, 
and of the nature and origin of matter, can only be explained 
by reference to the dynamic pantheism of the Stoics. In other 
respects, especially in psychology, it is diametrically opposed 
to the Stoa, though superior. Fourthly, the study of Aristotle 
also had an influence on Neoplatonism. That is shewn not 
only in the philosophic methods of the Neoplatonists, but also, 
though in a subordinate way, in their metaphysics. Fifthly, 
the ethic of the Stoics was adopted by Neoplatonism, but this 
ethic necessarily gave way to a still higher view of the con- 
ditions of the spirit. Sixthly and finally, Christianity also, 
which Neoplatonism opposed in every form (especially in that 
of the Gnostic philosophy of religion), seems not to have been 
entirely without influence. On this point we have as yet no 
details, and these can only be ascertained by a thorough ex- 
amination of the polemic of Plotinus against the Gnostics. 

Hence, with the exception of Epicureanism, which Neopla- 
tonism dreaded as its mortal enemy, every important system 
of former times was drawn upon by the new philosophy. But 
we should not on that account call Neoplatonism an eclectic 
system in the usual sense of the word. For in the first place, 
it had one pervading and all predominating interest, the reli- 
gious, and in the second place, it introduced into philosophy 
a new supreme principle, the super-rational, or the super-essen- 
tial. This principle should not be identified with the "Ideas" 
of Plato or the "Form" of Aristotle. For as Zeller rightly 
says : " In Plato and Aristotle the distinction of the sensuous 
and the intelligible is the strongest expression for belief in 
the truth of thought; it is only sensuous perception and sen- 
suous existence whose relative falsehood they presuppose; but 
of a higher stage of spiritual life lying beyond idea and thought, 
there is no mention. In Neoplatonism, on the other hand, it 
is just this super-rational element which is regarded as the 
final goal of all effort, and the highest ground of all existence ; 
the knowledge gained by thought is only an intermediate stage 
between sensuous perception and the super-rational intuition; 
the intelligible forms are not that which is highest and last. 



340 HISTORY OF DOGMA 

but only the media by which the influences of the formless 
original essence are communicated to the world. This view 
therefore presupposes not merely doubt of the reality of sen- 
suous existence and sensuous notions, but absolute doubt, 
aspiration beyond all reality. The highest intelligible is not 
that which constitutes the real content of thought, but only 
that which is presupposed and earnestly desired by man as 
the unknowable ground of his thought." Neoplatonism re- 
cognised that a religious ethic can be built neither on sense- 
perception nor on knowledge gained by the understanding, and 
that it cannot be justified by these ; it therefore broke both with 
intellectual ethics and with utilitarian morality. But for that 
very reason, having as it were parted with perception and 
understanding in relation to the ascertaining of the highest 
truth, it was compelled to seek for a new world and a new 
function in the human spirit, in order to ascertain the existence 
of what it desired, and to comprehend and describe that of 
which it had ascertained the existence. But man cannot 
transcend his psychological endowment. An iron ring incloses 
him. He who does not allow his thought to be determined 
by experience falls a prey to fancy^ that is, thought, which 
cannot be suppressed, assumes a mythological aspect: super- 
stition takes the place of reason, dull gazing at something 
incomprehensible is regarded as the highest goal of the spirit's 
efforts, and every conscious activity of the spirit is subordi- 
nated to visionary conditions] artificially brought about. But 
that every conceit may not be allowed to assert itself, the 
gradual exploration of every region of knowledge according 
to every method of acquiring it, is demanded as a preliminary 
— the Neoplatonists did not make matters easy for them- 
selves, — and a new and mighty principle is set up which is 
to bridle fancy, viz., the authority of a sure tradition. This 
authority must be superhuman, otherwise it would not come 
under consideration ; it must therefore be divine. On divine 
disclosures, that is revelations, must rest both the highest 
super-rational region of knowledge and the possibility of know- 
ledge itself. In a word, the philosophy which Neoplatonism 
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represents, whose final interest is the religious, and whose 
highest object is the super-rational^^^must be a philosophy of 
revelation. 

In the caseofPlotinus himself and his immediate disciples, this 
does not yet appear plainly. They still shew confidence in the 
objective presuppositions of their philosophy, and have, especially 
in psychology, done great work and created something new. But 
this confidence vanishes in the later Neoplatonists. Porphyry, be- 
fore he became a disciple of Plotinus, wrote a hookTrspir^q i^Xoylav 
^iXo(TO(pl»g] as a philosopher he no longer required the"^Jyi«". 
But the later representatives of the system sought for their phi- 
losophy revelations of the Godhead. They found them in the reli- 
gious traditions and cults of all nations. Neoplatonism learned from 
the Stoics to rise above the political limits of nations and states, 
and to widen the Hellenic consciousness to a universally human 
one. The spirit of God has breathed throughout the whole 
history of the nations, and the traces of divine revelation are 
to be found everywhere. The older a religious tradition or 
cultus is, the more worthy of honour, the more rich in thoughts 
of God it is. Therefore the old Oriental religions are of special 
value to the Neoplatonists. The allegorical method of inter- 
preting myths which was practised by the Stoics in particular, 
was accepted by Neoplatonism also. But the myths, spiritually 
explained, have for this system an entirely different value from 
what they had for the Stoic philosophers. The latter ad- 
justed themselves to the myths by the aid of allegorical ex- 
planation; the later Neoplatonists, on the other hand, (after 
a selection in which the immoral myths were sacrificed, see, 
e. g.y Julian) regarded them ^.s^the proper material and sure 
foundation of philosophy. Nee^platonism claims to be not only 
the absolute philosophy , completing all systems, but, at the 
same time, the absolute religion, confirming and explaining all 
earlier religions. A rehabilitation of all ancient religions is 
aimed at (see the philosophic teachers of Julian and compare his 
great religious experiment); each was to continue in its tra- 
ditional form, but, at the same time, each was to communicate 
the religious temper and the religious knowledge which Neo- 
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platonism had attained, and each cultus is to lead to the high 
morality which it behoves man to maintainyin Neopla^onism 
the psychological fact of the longing of man for sojmething 
higher, is exalted to the all-predominating principle which ex- 
plains the world. Therefore the religions, though they are to be 
purified and spiritualised, become the foundation of philosophy. 
The Neoplatonic philosophy therefore presupposes the religious 
/syncretism of the third century, and cannot be understood 
without it. The great forces which were half unconsciously at 
work in this syncretism, were reflectively grasped by Neoplatonism. 
It is the final fruit of the developments resulting from the 
political, national, and religious syncretism which arose from 
the undertakings of Alexander the Great, and the Romans. 

Neoplatonism is consequently a stage in the history of religion; 
nay, its significance in the history of the world lies in the fact 
that it is so. Jft the history of science and enlightenment it 
has a positidn of significance only in so far as it was the 
necessary transition stage through which humanity had to pass, 
in order to free itself from the religion of nature and the de- 
preciation of the spiritual life which oppose an insurmountable 
barrier to the highest advance of human knowledge. ^But as 
Neoplatonism in its philosophical aspect means the abolition 
of ancient philosophy, which, however, it desired to complete, 
so also in its religious aspect it means the abolition of the 
ancient religions which it aimed at restoring. For in requiring 
these religions to mediate a definite religious knowledge, and 
to lead to the highest moral disposition, it burdened them with 
tasks to which they were not equal, and under which they could 
not but break down. And in requiring them to loosen, if not 
completely destroy, the bond which was their only stay, namely, 
the political bond, it took from them the foundation on which 
they were built. But could it not place them on a greater 
and firmer foundation ? Was not the Roman Empire in existence, 
and could the new religion not become dependent on this in 
the same way as the earlier religions had been dependent on 
the lesser states and nations? It might be thought so, but it 
was no longer possible. No doubt the political history of the 
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nations round the Mediterranean, in their development into the 
univer^ Roman monarchy, was parallel to the spiritual history 
of these nations in their development into monotheism and a 
universal system of morals; but the spiritual development in 
the end far outstripped the political: even the Stoics attained 
to a height which the political development could only partially 
reach. Neoplatonism did indeed attempt to gain a connection 
with the Byzantine Roman Empire : one noble monarch, Julian, 
actually perished as a result of this endeavour ; but even before 
this the profounder Neoplatonists discerned that their lofty 
religious philosophy would not bear contact with the despotic 
Empire, because it would not bear any contact with the "world" 
(plan of the founding of Platonopolis). Political affairs are at 
bottom as much a matter of indifference to Neoplatonism as 
material things in general. The idealism of the new philosophy 
was too high to admit of its being naturalised in the despirit- 
ualised, tyrannical and barren creation of the Byzantine Empire, 
and this Empire itself needed unscrupulous and despotic police 
officials, not noble philosophers. Important and instructive, 
therefore, as the experiments are, which were made from time 
to time by the state and by individual philosophers, to unite the 
monarchy of the world with Neoplatonism, they. could not but 
be ineffectual. 

But, and this is the last question which one is justified in 
raising here, why did not Neoplatonism create an independent 
religious community ? Since it had already changed the ancient 
religions so fundamentally, in its purpose to restore them, since 
it had attempted to fill the old naive cults with profound 
philosophic ideas, and to make them exponents of a high mo- 
rality, why did it not take the further step and create a 
religious fellowship of its own? why did it not complete and 
confirm the union of gods by the founding of a church which 
was destined to embrace the whole of humanity, and in which, 
beside the one ineffable Godhead, the gods of all nations could 
have been worshipped ? Why not ? The answer to this question 
is at the same time the reply to another, viz-, why did the 
christian church supplant Neoplatonism ? y^Neoplatonism lacked 
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three elements to give it the significance of a new and permanent 
religious system. Augustine in his confessions (Bk. VII. i8 — 21) 
has excellently described these three elements^ First and above 
all, it lacked a religious founder ; secondly, it was unable to give 
any answer to the question, how one could permanently maintain 
the mood of blessedness and peace ; thirdly, it lacked the means 
of winning those who could not speculate. The "people" could 
not learn the philosophic exercises which it recommended as 
the condition of attaining the enjoyment of the highest good; 
and the way on which even the "people" can attain to the 
highest good was hidden from it. Hence these "wise and 
prudent" remained a school. When Julian attempted to interest 
the common uncultured man in the doctrines and worship of 
this school, his reward was mockery and scorn. 

'Not as philosophy and not as a new religion did Neoplatonism 
become a decisive factor in history, but, if I may say so, as a 
frame of mind. * The feeling that there is an eternal highest 
good which lies beyond all outer experience and is not even 
the intelligible, this feeling, with which was united the conviction 
of the entire worthlessness of everything earthly, was produced 
and fostered by Neoplatonism. But it was unable to describe 
the contents of that highest being and highest good, and therefore 
it was here compelled to give itself entirely up to fancy and 
aesthetic feeling. Therefore it was forced to trace out "mys- 



I Excellent remarks on the nature of Neoplatonism may be found in Eucken, 
Gott. Gel. Anz. i. Marz. 1884. p. 176 ff: this sketch was already written before 
I saw them. "We find the characteristic of the Neoplatonic epoch in the effort 
to make the inward, which tiU then had had alongside of it an independent 
outer world, as a contrast, the exclusive and all-determining element. The move- 
ment which makes itself felt here outlasts antiquity and prepares the way for 
the modem period; it brings about the dissolution of that which marked the 
culminating point of ancient life, that which we are wont to call specifically 
classic. The life of the spirit, till then conceived as a member of an ordered 
world and subject to its laws, now freely passes beyond these bounds, and at- 
tempts to mould, and even to create, the universe from itself. No doubt the 
different attempts to realise this desire reveal, for the most part, a deep gulf 
between will and deed; usually ethical and religious requirements of the naive 
human consciousness must replace universally creative spiritual power, but all 
the insufficient and unsatisfactory elements of this period should not obscure the 
fact that, in one instance, it reached the height of a great philosophic achievement, 
in the case of Plotinus". 
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terious ways to that which is within", which, however, led no- 
where. It transformed thought into a dream of feeling; it immersed 
itself in the sea of emotions; it viewed the old fabled world 
of the nations as the reflection of a higher reality, and trans- 
formed reality into poetry; but in spite of all these efforts it 
was only able, to use the words of Augustine, to see from afar 
the land which it desired. It broke this world into fragments; 
but nothing remained to it, save a ray from a world beyond, 
which was only an indescribable "something". 

And yet the significance of Neoplatonism in the history of 
our moral culture has been, and still is, immeasurable. Not only 
because it refined and strengthened man's life of feeling and 
sensation, not only because it, more than anything else, wove 
the d,elicate veil which even to-day, whether we be religious or 
irreligious, we ever and again cast over the offensive impression 
of the brutal reality, but^bove all, because it begat the con- 
sciousness that the blessedness which alone can satisfy man, is 
to be found somewhere else than in the sphere of knowledge. 
That man does not live by bread alone, is a truth that was 
known before Neoplatonism; but it proclaimed the profounder 
truth, which the earlier philosophy had failed to recognise, that 
man does not live by knowledge alone.^Neoplatonism not only 
had a propadeutic significance in the past, but continues to be, 
even now, the source of all the moods which deny the world 
and strive after an ideal, but have not power to raise themselves 
above aesthetic feeling, and see no means of getting a clear notion 
of the impulse of their own heart and the land of their desire. 

Historical Origin of Neoplatonism, 

The forerunners of Neoplatonism, were, on the one hand, 
those Stoics who recognise the Platonic distinction of the sen- 
sible and supersensible world, and on the other, the so-called 
Neopythagoreans and religious philosophers, such as Posidonius, 
Plutarch of Chaeronea, and especially Numenius of Apamea. ^ 

I Plotinus even in his lifetime was reproached with having borrowed most of 
his system from Numenius. Porphyry, in his " Vita Plotini ", defended him against 
this reproach. ^ 
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Nevertheless, these cannot be regarded as the actual Fathers 
of Neoplatonism ; for the philosophic method was still very 
imperfect in comparison with the Neoplatonic, their principles 
were uncertain, and the authority of Plato was not yet regarded 
as placed on an unapproachable height. The Jewish and Christ- 
ian philosophers of the first and second centuries stand very 
much nearer the later Neoplatonism than Numenius. We 
would probably see this more clearly if we knew the development 
of Christianity in Alexandria in the second century. But, un- 
fortunately, we have only very meagre fragments to tell us of 
this. First and above all, we must mention Philo. This phil- 
osopher, who interpreted the Old Testament religion in terms 
of Hellenism, had, in accordance with his idea of revelation, 
already maintained, that the Divine Original Essence is supra- 
rational, that only ecstasy leads to Him, and that the materials 
for religious and moral knowledge are contained in the oracles 
of the Deity. The religious ethic of Philo, a combination of 
Stoic, Platonic, Neopythagorean and Old Testament gnomic 
wisdom, already bears the marks which we recognise in Neo- 
platonism. The acknowledgment that God was exalted above 
all thought, was a sort of tribute which Greek philosophy was 
compelled to pay to the national religion of Israel, in return 
for the supremacy which was here granted to the former. The 
claim of positive religion to be something more than an 
intellectual conception of the universal reason, was thereby 
justified. Even religious syncretism is already found in Philo; 
but it is something essentially different from the later Neo- 
platonic, since Philo regarded the Jewish cult as the only 
valuable one, and traced back allelementsof truth in the Greeks 
and Romans to borrowings from the books of Moses. 

The earliest Christian philosophers, especially Justin and 
Athenagoras, likewise prepared the way for the speculations 
of the later Neoplatonists by their attempts, on the one hand, 
to connect Christianity with Stoicism and Platonism, and on 
the other, to exhibit it as supra-Platonic. The method by 
which Justin, in the introduction to the Dialogue with Trypho, 
attempts to establish the Christian knowledge of God, that is, the 
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knowledge of the truth, on Platonism, Scepticism and " Revelation ", 
strikingly reminds us of the later methods of the Neoplatonists. 
Still more is one reminded of Neoplatonism by the speculations 
of the Alexandrian Christian Gnostics, especially of Valentinus 
and the followers of Basilides. The doctrines of the Basilidians(?) 
communicated by Hippolytus (Philosoph. VII. c. 20 sq.), read 
like fragments from the didactic writings of the Neoplatonists : 
^Eyre) oiiiv $v ovx ^^^f ovk oiala, ovk ivoitriov^ oix i^^otiv, oi 
(rivtarov^ ouk ivSijTOv, ovx ivctlffSiiToyj oux Avipuro^ .... ovx SfV 
tsU ivoiirmy AvcttaSiiTaf, il3ov>,ug, x^poatpira^, ivaiig, ivs'iriiv- 
fi^Tio^ x6v(iov viHXiiiTe woiiiaai . • . • Ovrug oix &v 6ih^ iTrolffcrB xicr* 
fiov oix Ivra i^ oix Ivtcov, x»Tx(ioLX6(iiyo9 x»i iirovrfivx^ aTripfict 
Ti h Ixov 'JFxvoty h iavra r^q rov x6^fiov vccv^vepfilxv. Like the 
Neoplatonists, these Basilidians did ^not teach an emanation from 
the Godhead, but a dynamic mode of action of the Supreme 
Being. The same can be asserted of Valentinus who also 
places an unnamable being above all, and views matter not as 
a second principle, but as a derived product. The dependence 
of Bcisilides and Valentinus on Zeno and Plato is, besides, un- 
doubted. But the method of these Gnostics in constructing 
their mental picture of the world and its history, was still an 
uncertain one. Crude primitive myths are here received, and 
naively realistic elements alternate with bold attempts at 
spiritualising. While therefore, philosophically considered, the 
Gnostic systems are very unlike the finished Neoplatonic ones, 
it is certain that they contained almost all the elements of 
the religious view of the world, which we find in Neoplatonism. 

But were the earliest Neoplatonists really acquainted with 
the speculations of men like Philo, Justin, Valentinus and 
Basilides? were they familiar with the Oriental religions, es- 
pecially with the Jewish and the Christian? and, if we must 
answer these questions in the affirmative, did they really learn 
from these sources? 

Unfortunately, we cannot at present give certain, and still less 
detailed answers to these questions. But, as Neoplatonism ori- 
ginated in Alexandria, as Oriental cults confronted every one 
there, as the Jewish philosophy was prominent in the literary 
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market of Alexandria, and that was the very place where scientific 
Christianity had its headquarters, there can, generally speaking, 
be no doubt that the earliest Neoplatonists had some acquaintance 
with Judaism and Christianity. In addition to that, we have 
the certain fact that the earliest Neoplatonists had discus^ons 
with (Roman) Gnostics (see Carl Schmidt, Gnostische Schriften 
in koptischer Sprache, pp. 603 — 665), and that Porphyry entered 
into elaborate controversy with Christianity. In comparison 
with the Neoplatonic philosophy, the system of Philo and the 
Gnostics appears in many respects an anticipation, which had 
a certain influence on the former, the precise nature of which 
has still to be ascertained. But the anticipation is not wonderful, 
for the religious and philosophic temper which was only gradually 
produced on Greek soil, existed from the first in such philosophers 
as took their stand on the ground of a revealed religion of 
redemption. lamblichus and his followers first answer com- 
pletely to the Christian Gnostic schools of the second century ; 
that is to say, Greek philosophy, in its immanent development, 
did not attain till the fourth century the position which some 
Greek philosophers, who had accepted Christianity, had already 
reached in the second. The influence of Christianity — both 
Gnostic and Catholic — on Neoplatonism was perhaps very little 
at any time, though individual Neoplatonists since the time of 
Amelius employed Christian sayings as oracles, and testified 
their high esteem for Christ. 

Sketch of the History and Doctrines of Neoplatonism. 

Ammonius Saccas (died about 245), who is said to have been 
born a Christian, but to have lapsed into heathenism, is regarded 
as the founder of the Neoplatonic school in Alexandria. As 
he has left no writings, no judgment can be formed as to his 
teaching. His disciples inherited from him the prominence 
which they gave to Plato and the attempts to prove the har- 
oiony between the latter and Aristotle. His most important 
disciples were ; Origen the Christian, a second heathen Origen, 
Longinus, Herennius, and, above all, Plotinus. The latter was 
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b6rn in the year 205, at Lycopolis in Egypt, laboured from 
224 in Rome, and found numerous adherents and admirers, 
among others the Emperor Galienus and his consort, and died 
in lower Italy about 270. His writings were arranged by his 
disciple. Porphyry, and edited in six Enneads. 

The Enneads of Plotinus are the fundamental documents 
of Neoplatonism. The teaching of this philosopher is mystical, 
and, like all mysticism, it falls into two main portions. The 
first and theoretic part shews the high origin of the soul, and 
how it has departed from this its origin. The second and 
practical part points out the way by which the soul can again 
be raised to the Eternal and the Highest. As the soul with 
its longings aspires beyond all sensible things and even beyond 
the world of ideas, the Highest must be something above 
reason. The system therefore has three parts. I. The Original 
Essence. IL The world of ideas and the soul. III. The world 
of phenomena. We may also, in conformity with the thought 
of Plotinus, divide the system thus : A. The supersensible world 
(i. The Original Essence; 2. the world of ideas; 3. the soul). 
B. The world of phenomena. The Original Essence is the 
One in contrast to the many; it is the Infinite and Unlimited 
in contrast to the finite; it is the source of all being, there- 
fore the absolute causality and the only truly existing; but 
it is also the Good, in so far as everything finite is to find 
its aim in it and to flow back to it. Yet moral attributes 
cannot be ascribed to this Original Essence, for these would 
limit it. It has no attributes at all: it is a being without 
magnitude, without life, without thought; nay, one should not, 
properly speaking, even call it an existence; it is something 
above existence, above goodness, and at the same time the 
operative force without any substratum. As operative force 
the Original Essence is continually begetting something else, 
without itself being changed or moved or diminished. This 
creation is not a physical process, but an emanation of force, 
and because that which is produced has any existence only 
in so far as the originally Existent works in it, it may be 
said that Neoplatonism is dynamical Pantheism. Everything 
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that has being is directly or indirectly a production of the 
"One". In this "One" ever)^hing so far as it has being, is 
Divine, and God is all in all. But that which is derived is 
not like the Original Essence itself. On the contrary, the 
law of decreasing perfection prevails in the derived. The 
latter is indeed an image and reflection of the Original Essence, 
but the wider the circle of creations extends the less their 
share in the Original Essence. Hence the totality of being 
forms a gradation of concentric circles which finally lose them- 
selves almost completely in non-being, in so far as in the last 
circle the force of the Original Essence is a vanishing one. 
Each lower stage of being is connected with the Original 
Essence only by means of the higher stages; that which is 
inferior receives a share in the Original Essence only through 
the medium of these. But everything derived has one feature, 
viz., a longing for the higher; it turns itself to this so far as 
its nature allows it. 

The first emanation of the Original Essence is the NoS^; 
it is a complete image of the Original Essence and archetype 
of all existing things ; it is being and thought at the same time. 
World of ideas and Idea. As image the NoD^ is equal to the 
Original Essence, as derived it is completely different from it. 
What Plotinus understands by NcD^ is the highest sphere which 
the human spirit can reach {xivfio^ voijTi^) and at the same 
time pure thought itself. 

The soul which, according to Plotinus, is an immaterial sub- 
stance like the NoD^, * is an image and product of the immov- 
able Nou^. It is related to the Now^ as the latter is to the 
Original Essence. It stands between the NoD^ and the world 
of phenomena. The l^ovg penetrates and enlightens it, but it 
itself already touches the world of phenomena. The NoD^ is 
undivided, the soul can also preserve its unity and abide in 
the Now^; but it has at the same time the power to unite 
itself with the material world and thereby to be divided. 
Hence it occupies a middle position. In virtue of its nature 

I On this sort of Trinity, see Bigg, " The Christian Platonists of Alexandria," 
p. 248 f. 
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and destiny it belongs, as the single soul (soul of the world), 
to the supersensible world; but it embraces at the same time 
the many individual souls; these may allow themselves to be 
ruled by the Nd3^, or they may turn to the sensible and be 
lost in the finite. 

The soul, an active essence, begets the corporeal or the world 
of phenomena. This should allow itself to be so ruled by the 
soul that the manifold of which it consists may abide in full- 
est harniony. Plotinus is not a dualist like the majority of 
Christian Gnostics. He praises the beauty and glory of the 
world. When in it the idea really has dominion over matter, the 
soul over the body, the world is beautiful and good. It is 
the image of the upper world, though a shadowy one, and the 
gradations of better or worse in it are necessary to the har- 
mony of the whole. But, in point of fact, the unity and har- 
mony in the world of phenomena disappear in strife and oppo- 
sition. The result is a conflict, a growth and decay, a seeming 
. existence. The original cause of this lies in the fact, that a 
substratum, viz., matter, lies at the basis of bodies. Matter 
is the foundation of each, {rh fiiiog izciffTov ^ iJAif); it is the 
obscure, the indefinite, that which is without qualities, the 
fiii iv. As devoid of form and idea it is the evil, as capable 
of form the intermediate. 

The human souls' that are sunk in the material have been 
ensnared by the sensuous, and have allowed themselves to be ruled 
by desire. They now seek to detach themselves entirely from 
true being, and striving after independence fall into an unreal 
existence. Conversion therefore is needed, and this is possible, 
for freedom is not lost. 

Now here begins the practical philosophy. The soul must 
rise again to the highest on the same path by which it des- 
cended: it must first of all return to itself. This takes place 
through virtue which aspires to assimilation with God and 
leads to Him. In the ethics of Plotinus all earlier philosophic 
systems of virtue are united and arranged in graduated order. 
Civic virtues stand lowest, then follow the purifying, and finally 
the deifying virtues. Civic virtues only adorn the life, but do 
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not elevate the soul as the purifying virtues do; they free 
the soul from the sensuous and lead it back to itself and 
thereby to the l^ovg. Man becomes again a spiritual and per- 
manent being, and frees himself from every sin, through asceti- 
cism. But he is to reach still higher; he is not only to be 
without sin, but he is to be " God ". That takes place through 
the contemplation of the Original Essence, the One, that is 
through ecstatic elevation to Him. This is not mediated by 
thought, for thought reaches only to the NoD^, and is itself 
only a movement. Thought is only a preliminary stage towards 
union with God. The soul can only see and touch the Original 
Essence in a condition of complete passivity and rest. Hence, 
in order to attain to this highest, the soul must subject itself 
to a spiritual "Exercise". It must begin with the contem- 
plation of material things, their diversity and harmony, then 
retire into itself and sink itself in its own essence, and thence 
mount up to the NoD^, to the world of ideas; but, as it still 
does not find the One and Highest Essence there, as the call 
always comes to it from there : " We have not made ourselves" 
(Augustine in the sublime description of Christian, that is, 
Neoplatonic exercises), it must, as it were, lose sight of itself 
in a state of intense concentration, in mute contemplation and 
complete forgetfulness of all things. It can then see God, the 
source of life, the principle of being, the first cause of all 
good, the root of the soul. In that moment it enjoys the 
highest and indescribable blessedness; it is itself, as it were, 
swallowed up by the deity and bathed in the light of eternity. 
Plotinus, as Porphyry relates, attained to this ecstatic union 
with God four times during the six years he was with him. 
To Plotinus this religious philosophy was sufficient; he did not 
require the popular religion and worship. But yet he sought 
their support. The Deity is indeed in the last resort only the 
Original Essence, but it manifests itself in a fulness of eman- 
ations and phenomena. The NoD^ is, as it were, the second 
God; the Arfyc/, which are included in it, are gods; the stars 
are gods, etc. A strict monotheism appeared to Plotinus a 
poor thing. The myths of the popular religion were interpreted 
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by him in a particular sense, and he could justify even magic, 
soothsaying and prayer. He brought forward reasons for the 
worship of images, which the Christian worshippers of images 
subsequently adopted. Yet, in comparison with the later Neo- 
platonists, he was free from gross superstition and wild fanat- 
icism. He cannot, in the remotest sense, be reckoned among 
the "deceivers who were themselves deceived," and the restor- 
ation of the ancient worships of the Gods was not his chief aim. 
Among his disciples the most important were Amelius and 
Porphyry. Amelius changed the doctrine of Plotinus in some 
points, and even made use of the prologue of the Gospel of 
John. Porphyry has the merit of haying systematized and 
spread the teaching of his master, Plotinus. He was born at 
Tyre in the year 233; whether he was for some time a Christ- 
ian is uncertain; from 263-268 he was a pupil of Plotinus at 
Rome; before that he wrote the work irep) Tijg sk Xoylodv ^tXO' 
ao^lxe, which shews that he wished to base philosophy on 
revelation; he lived a few years in Sicily (about 270) where 
he wrote his "fifteen books against the Christians"; he then 
returned to Rome where he laboured as a teacher, edited the 
works of Plotinus, wrote himself a series of treatises, married, 
in his old age, the Roman Lady Marcella, and died about the 
year 303. Porphyry was not an original, productive thinker, 
but a diligent and thorough investigator, characterized by great 
learning, by the gift of an acute faculty for philological and 
historical criticism, and by an earnest desire to spread the true 
philosophy of life, to refute false doctrines, especially those of 
the Christians, to ennoble man and draw him to that which is 
good. That a mind so free and noble surrendered itself entirely 
to the philosophy of Plotinus and to polytheistic mysticism, is 
a proof that the spirit of the age works almost irresistibly, and 
that religious mysticism was the highest possession of the time. 
The teaching of Porphyry is distinguished from that of Plotinus 
by the fact that it is still more practical and religious. The 
aim of philosophy, according to Porphyry, is the salvation of 
the soul. The origin and the guilt of evil lie not in the body, 
but in the desires of the soul. The strictest asceticism (ab- 
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stinence from cohabitation, flesh and wine) is therefore required 
in addition to the knowledge of God. During the course of 
his life Porphyry warned men more and more decidedly against 
crude popular beliefs and immoral cults. " The ordinary notions 
of the Deity are of such a kind that it is more godless to 
share them than to neglect the images of the gods". But 
freely as he criticised the popular religions, he did not wish to 
give them up. He contended for a pure worship of the many 
gods, and recognised the right of every old national religion, 
and the religious duties of their professors. His work against 
the Christians is not directed against Christ, or what he regarded 
as the teaching of Christ, but against the Christians of his day 
and against the sacred books which, according to Porphyry, were 
written by impostors and ignorant people. In his acute crit- 
icism of the genesis of what was regarded as Christianity in 
his day, he spoke bitter and earnest truths, and therefore acquired 
the name of the fiercest and most formidable of all the enemies 
of Christians. His work was destroyed (condemned by an edict 
of Theodosius II. and Valentinian of the year 448) and even 
the writings in reply (by Methodius, Eusebius, Apollinaris, 
Philostorgius, etc.,) have not been preserved. Yet we possess 
fragments in Lactantius, Augustine., Macarius Magnes and 
others, which attest how thoroughly Porphyry studied the 
Christian writings and how great his faculty was for true his- 
torical criticism. 

Porphyry marks the transition to the Neoplatonism which 
subordinated itself entirely to the polytheistic cults, and which 
strove, above all, to defend the old Greek and Oriental religions 
against the formidable assaults of Christianity. lamblichus, the 
disciple of Porphyry (died 330), transformed Neoplatonism "from 
a philosophic theorem into a theological doctrine". The doctrines 
peculiar to lamblichus can no longer be deduced from scientific, 
but only from practical motives. In order to justify superstition 
and the ancient cults, philosophy in lamblichus becomes a 
theurgic, mysteriosophy, spiritualism. Now appears that series 
of "Philosophers", in whose case one is frequently unable to 
decide whether they are deceivers or deceived, " decepti decept- 
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ores ", as Augustine says. A mysterious mysticism of numbers 
plays a great role. That which is absurd and mechanical is 
surrounded with the halo of the sacramental ; myths are proved 
by pious fancies and pietistic considerations with a spiritual 
sound; miracles, even the most foolish, are believed in and 
are performed. The philosopher becomes the priest of magic, 
and philosophy an instrument of magic. At the same time, 
the number of Divine Beings is infinitely increased by the further 
action of unlimited speculation. But this fantastic addition which 
lamblichus makes to the inhabitants of Olympus, is the very 
fact which proves that Greek philosophy has here returned to 
mythology, and that the religion of nature was still a power. 
And yet no one can deny that, in the fourth century, even the 
noblest and choicest minds were found among the Neoplatonists. 
So great was the declension, that this Neoplatonic philosophy 
was still the protecting roof for many influential and earnest 
thinkers, although swindlers and hypocrites also concealed them- 
selves under this roof. In relation to some points of doctrine, 
at any rate, the dogmatic of lamblichus marks an advance. 
Thus, the emphasis he lays on the idea that evil has its seat 
in the will, is an important fact ; and in general the significance 
he assigns to the will is perhaps the most important advance 
in psychology, and one which could not fail to have great 
influence on dogmatic also (Augustine). It likewise deserves 
to be noted that lamblichus disputed Plotinus' doctrine of the 
divinity of the human soul. 

The numerous disciples of lamblichus (Aedesius, Chrysantius, 
Eusebius, Priscus, Sopater, Sallust and especially Maximus, the 
most celebrated) did little to further speculation ; they occupied 
themselves partly with commenting on the writings of the earlier 
philosophers (particularly Themistius), partly as missionaries of 
their mysticism. The interests and aims of these philosophers 
are best shewn in the treatise "De mysteriis ^Egyptiorum ". 
Their hopes, were strengthened when their disciple Julian, a 
man enthusiastic and noble, but lacking in intellectual origin- 
ality, ascended the imperial throne, 361 to 363. This emperor's 
romantic policy of restoration, as he himself must have seen, 
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had, however, no result, and his early death destroyed every 
hope of supplanting Christianity. 

But the victory of the Church, in the age of Valentinian 
and Theodosius, unquestionably purified Neoplatonism. The 
stru|^le for dominion had led philosophers to grasp at and 
unite themselves with everything that was hostile to Christianity. 
But now Neoplatonism was driven out of the great arena of 
history. The Church and its dogmatic, which inherited its 
estate, received along with the latter superstition, pol)^eism, 
magic, myths and the apparatus of religious magic. The more 
firmly all this established itself in the Church and succeeded 
there, though not without finding resistance, the freer Neo- 
platonism becomes. It does not by any means give up its 
religious attitude or its theory of knowledge, but it applies 
itself with fresh zeal to scientific investigations and especially 
to the study of the earlier philosophers. Though Plato remains 
the divine philosopher, yet it may be noticed how, from about 
400, the writings of Aristotle were increasingly read and prized. 
Neoplatonic schools continue to flourish in the chief cities of 
the empire up to the beginning of the fifth century, and in 
this period they are at the same time the places where the 
theologians of the Church are formed. The noble Hypatia, 
to whom Synesius, her enthusiastic disciple, who was afterwards 
a bishop, raised a splendid monument, taught in Alexandria. 
But fi-om the beginning of the fifth century ecclesiastical fana- 
ticism ceased to tolerate heathenism. The murder of Hypatia 
put an end to philosophy in Alexandria, though the Alexan- 
drian school maintained itself in a feeble form till the middle 
of the sixth century. But in one city of the East removed 
from the great highways of the world, which had become a 
provincial city and possessed memories which the Church of 
the fifth century felt itself too weak to destroy, viz., in Athens, 
a Neoplatonic school continued to flourish. There, among the 
monuments of a past time, Hellenism found its last asylum. 
The school of Athens returned to a more strict philosophic 
method and to learned studies. But as it clung to religious 
philosophy and undertook to reduce the whole Greek tradi- 
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tion, viewed in the light of Plotinus' theory, to a comprehen- 
sive and strictly articulated system, a philosophy arose here 
which may be called scholastic. For every philosophy is 
scholastic which considers fantastic and mythological material 
as a noli me tangerey and treats it in logical categories and 
distinctions by means of a complete set of formulae. But to 
these Neoplatonists the writings of Plato, certain divine oracles, 
the Orphic poems, and much else which were dated back to 
the dim and distant past, were documents of standard authority, 
and inspired divine writings. They took from them the material 
of philosophy, which they then treated with all the instruments 
of dialectic. 

The most prominent teachers at Athens were Plutarch (died 
433), his disciple Syrian (who, as an exegete of Plato and 
Aristotle, is said to have done important work, and who 
deserves notice also, because he very vigorously emphasised the 
freedom of the will), but, above all, Proclus (411-485). Proclus 
is the great scholastic of Neoplatonism. It was he "who 
fashioned the whole traditional material into a powerful system 
with religious warmth and formal clearness, filling up the gaps 
and reconciling the contradictions by distinctions and specu- 
lations." "Proclus," says Zeller, "was the first who, by the 
strict logic of his system, formally completed the Neoplatonic 
philosophy and gave it, with due regard to all the changes 
it had undergone since the second century, that form in which 
it passed over to the Christian and Mohammedan middle ages. 
Forty-four years after the death of Proclus the school of Athens 
was closed by Justinian (in the year 529); but in the labours of 
Proclus it had completed its work, and could now really retire 
from the scene. It had nothing new to say; it was ripe for 
death, and an honourable end was prepared for it. The works 
of Proclus, the legacy of Hellenism to the Church and to the 
middle ages, attained an immeasurable importance in the 
thousand years which followed. They were not only one of 
the bridges by which the philosophy of the middle ages returned 
to Plato and Aristotle, but they determined the scientific 
method of the next thirty generations, and they partly pro- 
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duced, partly strengthened and brought to maturity the mediaeval 
Christian mysticism in East and West. 

The disciples of Proclus, Marinus, Asclepiodotus, Ammonius, 
Zenodotus, Isidorus, Hegias, Damascius, are not regarded as 
prominent. Damascius was the last head of the school at 
Athens. He, Simplicius, the masterly commentator on Aristotle, 
and five other Neoplatonists, migrated to Persia after Justinian 
had issued the edict closing the school. They lived in the 
illusion that Persia, the land of the East, was the seat of wisdom, 
righteousness and piety. After a few years they returned 
with blasted hopes to the Byzantine kingdom. 

At the beginning of the sixth century Neoplatonism died 
out as an independent philosophy in the East; but almost at 
the same time, and this is no accident, it conquered new 
regions in the dogmatic of the Church through the spread of 
the writings of the pseudo-Dionysius ; it began to fertilize 
Christian mysticism, and filled the worship with a new charm. 

In the West, where, from the second century, we meet with 
few attempts at philosophic speculation, and where the neces- 
sary conditions for mystical contemplation were wanting, Neo- 
platonism only gained a few adherents here and there. We 
know that the rhetorician, Marius Victorinus, (about 350) trans- 
lated the writings of Plotinus. This translation exercised decisive 
influence on the mental history of Augustine, who borrowed 
from Neoplatonism the best it had, its psychology, introduced 
it into the dogmatic of the Church, and developed it still further. 
It may be said that Neoplatonism influenced the West at first 
only through the medium or under the cloak of ecclesiastical 
theology. Even Boethius — we can now regard this as certain — 
was a Catholic Christian. But in his mode of thought he was 
certainly a Neoplatonist. His violent death in the year 525, 
marks the end of independent philosophic effort in the West. 
This last Roman philosopher stood indeed almost completely 
alone in his century, and the philosophy for which he lived 
was neither original, nor firmly grounded and methodically 
carried out. 
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Neoplatanism and Ecclesiastical Dogmatic. 

The question, as to the influence which Neoplatonism had 
on the history of the development of Christianity, is not easy 
to answer; it is hardly possible to get a clear view of the 
relation between them. Above all, the answers will diverge 
according as we take a wider or a narrower view of so-called 
"Neoplatonism". If we view Neoplatonism as the highest 
and only appropriate expression for the religious hopes and 
moods which moved the nations of the Graeco-Roman Empire 
from the second to the fifth centuries, the ecclesiastical dog- 
matic which was developed in the same period, may appear 
as a younger sister of Neoplatonism which was fostered by 
the elder one, but which fought and finally conquered her. 
The Neoplatonists themselves described the ecclesiastical theo- 
logians as intruders who appropriated Greek philosophy, but 
mixed it with foreign fables. Hence Porphyry said of Origen 
(in Euseb., H. E. VI. 19): "The outer life of Origen was that 
of a Christian and opposed to the law; but, in regard to his 
views of things and of the Deity, he thought like the Greeks, 
inasmuch as he introduced their ideas into the myths of other 
peoples." This judgment of Porphyry is at any rate more 
just and appropriate than that of the Church theologians about 
Greek philosophy, that it had stolen all its really valuable 
doctrines from the ancient sacred writings of the Christians. 
It is, above all, important that the affinity of the two sides 
was noted. So far, then, as both ecclesiastical dogmatic and 
Neoplatonism start from the feeling of the need of redemption, 
so far as both desire to free the soul from the sensuous, so 
far as they recognise the inability of man to attain to bless- 
edness and a certain knowledge of the truth without divine 
help and without a revelation, they are fundamentally related. 
It must no doubt be admitted that Christianity itself was already 
profoundly affected by the influence of Hellenism when it began 
to outline a theology; but this influence must be traced back 
less to philosophy than to the collective culture, and to all 
the conditions under which the spiritual life was enacted. When 
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Neoplatonism arose ecclesiastical Christianity already possessed 
the fundamental features of its theology, that is, it had developed 
these, not by accident, contemporaneously and independent of 
Neoplatonism. Only by identifying itself with the whole his- 
tory of Greek philosophy, or claiming to be the restoration of 
pure Platonism, was Neoplatonism able to maintain that it had 
been robbed by the church theology of Alexandria. But that 
was an illusion. Ecclesiastical theology appears, though our 
sources here are unfortunately very meagre, to have learned 
but little from Neoplatonism even in the third century, partly 
because the latter itself had not yet developed into the form 
in which the dogmatic of the church could assume its doctrines, 
partly because ecclesiastical theology had first to succeed in 
its own region, to fight for its own position and to conquer 
older notions intolerable to it. Origen was quite as independent 
a thinker as Plotinus ; but both drew from the same tradition. 
On the other hand, the influence of Neoplatonism on the Oriental 
theologians was very great from the fourth century. The more 
the Church expressed its peculiar ideas in doctrines which, 
though worked out by means of philosophy, were yet unaccep- 
table to Neoplatonism (the christological doctrines), the more 
readily did theologians in all other questions resign themselves 
to the influence of the latter system. The doctrines of the 
incarnation, of the resurrection of the body, and of the creation 
of the world, in time formed the boundary lines between the 
dogmatic of the Church and Neoplatonism; in all else eccle- 
siastical theologians and Neoplatonists approximated so closely 
that many among them were completely at one. Nay, there 
were Christian men, such as Synesius, for example, who in 
certain circumstances were not found fault with for giving a 
speculative interpretation of the specifically Christian doctrines. 
If in any writing the doctrines just named are not referred to, 
it is often doubtful whether it was composed by a Christian 
or a Neoplatonist. Above all, the ethical rules, the precepts 
of the right life, that is, asceticism, were always similar. Here 
Neoplatonism in the end celebrated its greatest triumph. It 
introduced into the church its entire mysticism, its mystic exer- 
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cises, and even the magical ceremonies, as expounded by lam- 
blichus. The writings of the pseudo-Dionysius contain a Gnosis 
in which, by means of the doctrines of lamblichus and doctrines 
like those of Proclus, the dogmatic of the church is changed 
into a scholastic mysticism with directions for practical life and 
worship. As the writings of this pseudo-Dionysius were regarded 
as those of Dionysius the disciple of the Apostle, the scholastic 
mysticism which they taught was regarded as apostolic, almost as 
a divine science. The importance which these writings obtained 
first in the East, then from the ninth or the twelfth century 
also in the West, cannot be too highly estimated. It is impos- 
sible to explain them here. This much only may be said, that the 
mystical and pietistic devotion of to-day, even in the Protestant 
Church, draws its nourishment from writings whose connection 
with those of the pseudo-Areopagitic can still be traced through 
its various intermediate stages. 

In antiquity itself Neoplatonism influenced with special di- 
rectness one Western theologian, and that the most important, 
viz., Augustine. By the aid of this system Augustine was freed 
from Manichaeism, though not completely, as well as from scep- 
ticism. In the seventh Book of his confessions he has acknow- 
ledged his indebtedness to the reading of Neoplatonic writings. 
In the most essential doctrines, viz., those about God, matter, 
the relation of God to the world, freedom and evil, Augustine 
always remained dependent on Neoplatonism; but at the same 
time, of all theologians in antiquity he is the one who saw 
most clearly and shewed most plainly wherein Christianity and 
Neoplatonism are distinguished. The best that has been written 
by a Father of the Church on this subject, is contained in 
Chapters 9-21 of the seventh Book of his confessions. 

The question why Neoplatonism was defeated in the conflict 
with Christianity, has not as yet been satisfactorily answered 
by historians. Usually the question is wrongly stated. The 
point here is not about a Christianity arbitrarily fashioned, 
but only about Catholic Christianity and Catholic theology. This 
conquered Neoplatonism after it had assimilated nearly every- 
thing it possessed. Further, we must note the place where the 
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victory was gained. The battle-field was the empire of Con- 
stantine, Theodosius and Justinian. Only when we have con- 
sidered these and all other conditions, are we entitled to enquire 
in what degree the specific doctrines of Christianity contributed 
to the victory, and what share the organisation of the church 
had in it. Undoubtedly, however, we must always give the 
chief prominence to the fact, that the Catholic dogmatic excluded 
polytheism in principle, and at the same time found a means 
by which it could represent the faith of the cultured mediated 
by science as identical with the faith of the multitude resting 
on authority. 

In the theology and philosophy of the middle ages, mysticism 
was the strong opponent of rationalistic dogmatism; and, in 
fact, Platonism and Neoplatonism were the sources from which 
in the age of the Renaissance and in the following two cen- 
turies, empiric science developed itself in opposition to the 
rationalistic dogmatism which disregarded experience. Magic, 
astrology, alchemy, all of which were closely connected with 
Neoplatonism, gave an effective impulse to the observation of 
nature and, consequently, to natural science, and finally pre- 
vailed over formal and barren rationalism. Consequently, in 
the history of science, Neoplatonism has attained a significance 
and performed services of which men like lamblichus and 
Proclus never ventured to dream. In point of fact, actual 
history is often more wonderful and capricious than legends 
and fables. 
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